
Trinity Reformed., in 1760 with it's 
Lutheran counterpart (Carr.-166) erected 
the oldest, and the first house of worship 
to accoaodate any denollination in the 

Ca.rr.-162 

County. 'Jhe two churches went their separate 
ways in 1864, the saae year the present briqk 
structure with corbelled. details was dedicated.. 
It is located in Manchester, north/east of ,· 
Vestainster. 
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IJOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Trinity Refo:rmed Church 
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5£1 DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

~CELLE NT 

.XGooD 
-FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

--UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

»LTERED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL IF 

1863 Church - Reformed (was German Reformed) Now United Church of Chiist 

Cl. f f-lt ;;_ 

CHECK ONE 

)<ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DA TE J8(o,3 

Trinity is in the tolfll of ¥.anchester, right off the south side of York 
treet, level with and facing north/west. 'Ihe gable roof and tower roof have asJhalt 

_..tlngle cover: the foundation is brick and uncoursed stone on the original iart, and 
ce~ent on the 1950's S/E addition. It is a two-story church. 

'lbe 3 x 5 bay, 1863 structure is ba.sj,cally rectangular with a central front 
square brick tower. All four walls are decorated with corbelled brick. Decorative 
wood brackets support the cornice around the entire structure. Bonding i:atterns 
vary on the walls. The Running Bond walls are more contemporary. 

north/west front ••• is of Running Bond, Three-bays across, with a central tower 
entrance. Second story side bays are single rounded arch stained.glass windows each 
with double voussoir brick trim. First story bays on either side of tower are 6/6 
rectangular wintlows with, top brick voussoir trim. The tffifer entrance is a double, 
recent glass door with a 2/light rounded arch, recent transom., trim...,..8:1. with roUl)d~ 
arch, brick voussoir. The interior arch of the door has square ianels. Above the 
voussoir work is decorative corbelled brick, and above that a. horizontal row of 
brick dentals. 

The tower protrudes two to three feet. '!he framing and decorative brick
work divide the.facade artisticalljnto three sections. The first includes the en
trance, the second a rounded a.rch, stained glass window with double voussoir trim, 
and the third a double rounded arch window with the bottom,a louvered half\anchoring 
a 6/paxt window. This top part is probably the belfry. The spire roof with asphalt 
shingle has a gable dormer, each of four sides with 1/1 windows, and ba.rgebcazds. 
A Latin cross tops the spire. 

south/ea.st back ••• is void of windows and is of English garden wall bond. Decorative 
drippi!'..g corbelled brick runs i:arallel with t."1e roofline <t.nd frames the wall. An 

- .-.tend.ed (3 ft.) gable roofed central back sectio:r:i,. of the same bond, accomoda.tes the 
... nterior altar. The first floor of this wall is connected to the 1950's brick shed 
roof addition which runs the length of the building. 

Both the northeast and southwest side walls are identical save for their 
bonding JBttern. '!he southwest is English garden wall and the northeast is Run."ling 
Bond. 



0 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

.PREH1STOi>IC _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC ..LCOMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 
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_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS'GQVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

1863 Refer also to Carr. 166 Lutherans, Carr. 174 & 146 Reformads. 
Trinity United Church of Christ was originally the united congregation of the 
Reformeds and the Lutherans, who erected the oldest (1760) and the first house 
of worship accomodating and denomination in Carroll County. 

On.October 2J, 17.58, a. landgra.nt from Lo:rd Baltimore of twenty-five acres 
was issued to "the German Churche of Baltymore County". A congregation was to be 
started at the intersection of two Indian trails near the "®ak tree". The tree 
still stands and is na.id to be 278-80 yea.rs old. 

A log structure, proba~ly a typi((31 one for that day, possibly with 
40 x .50 foot floorspace, rather primitive and with backless stools, was built 
in 1760. '!his was seventeen years after "'lhe Trappe" in Philadelphia, tb::rteen years 
-"->efore the first Lutheran Church ii:;t-:Baltimore (1773) and one hundred and eight 
_ ia.rs before the first strictly Lutheran Church in Westminster (1868). Thirty-
six men signed the original church covenant t.'1at da.y as well as the names of 
the Lutheran and Reformed ministers, Pastor Kirchner, Lutheran and Jacob Lischey, 
Reformed. '.lbe congregation JaUst have numbered b~tween 100 and'1.50, since it was 
the German custom for only the ~ther and husband to sign. 

At the time of dedication they adopted a Covenant with twelve general 
articles governing the op<gra.tion of the church. 

In 1762, the "German Churche" built a log schoolhouse, which was re~'-~ 
ded in the church records of September 17, 1762. The people who built these two 
log structures can be called today "Pennsylvania Dutch", for the language they sporte 
and taught in was Dutch. "Many ca.me do;.rn fro:it the Hanover area., possibly to es
cape the double taxation, since the area around Hanover was claimed by both Pennsyl
vania and Maryland." -above fro:!ll a sermon by Pastor Schlichter of Trinity. 

These peop].e were the Germans who landed in Rliladelphia, and moved 
west and south. 'Ibey came mostly from southern Germany and the Pa.la.tine region 
after the Thirty Years War, in the 17th century. Large nU?11bers star..M coming in 
the 1720's or a.bit earlier, until :much of Pe~lvania was either German born 
or of descent. 

Though Manchester tended to be mostly German, it was an English f'a;aily, 
the Richards, who in 1765 laid out the town. These people had a part in Hamp
st0Q.d and Westainster rootS too. 

The log structure, located at the entrance of the Old Union Ce~tary 
stood and was used for thirty-eight :years. In 1798, a larger church was erected 
on the site, after the former was ra.zedi this was called Zion's Church. A description 
and picture is in #7 of this f oria. Zion served the Lutheran a.nd Rafonaeds on 
- l.te..""nate Sundays. The first Union Sunday School was organized in 1828. 

In 1828, this church was torn.down and the following information was 
found in the ball of the steeple. (continued) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Refo:ri:led Glurche• of Carroll County compiled Branford. Gist IQrnch -Dem. Advocate 

J-l9-J7 
.. 7.oth Annive:rsar,y, Trinity Refo~ed. Church, Oct. 29, 1933 -program 
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"Trinity ••• Civil War Church to celebrate renovations" Fm>. 16, 1977 

The Herald Recorder 
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IE]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AN.D COUNTIE.S FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

car.roll 
STATE COUNTY 

[!]FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Fredi Eckhardt historic site surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Carroll Coaty .Couittee of the Maryiani Hist@rica.1 Trust spring 1979 
STREET & NUMBER . TELEPHONE 

· 210 F.a.st Ma.in Street 
CITY OR TOWN STATE _ 

Maryland liest?ldnster 

The Marjlland Historic Site~ Inventory was officially created 
by an Apt of the Maryland Legislature, to tie found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA; 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey. and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not cionsti~ute any infringe~ 
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust· 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 

·Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Carr. -162 

The Germa.n Churche (Union Church) 
Zion Church (Union) 

Trinity United Church of Christ 

"The Church in Our Town" -sermon by Pastor Schlieter of Trinity 
preached February 8, 1976 

8 SIGNIFICANCE 

"Manchester, Baltimore County, Maryland September JO, 18)6" 

Church built of brick 1798 -Church repaired October 1, 18)6 

Steeple built from ground up on November 1, 18)6. 

Rev. Jacob Gieger, Pastor in charge o:f German Reformed. Church 
Rev. Jacob Albert, pastor in charge of Lutheran Church." 

. . . . as well as other items • 

The cornerstone of the :present edifice was laid on May 16, 1863 and the church 
dedicated on June 5, 1864-. The two congregations went separate ways at this 
time. The first story S/E addition was added in the 1950's. 

In 1976 the steeple was struck by lightening resulting in the necessity 
of major roof and steeple re}la.irs. 

In 1934 the German Reformed Church united with the Evangelical Synod of 
North America to form the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 

In 1957, the Evangelical and Reformed Church merged with the Congregational 
Christian Church, a demomina.tion which started in the ~id-18th catury as did 
the German R&'formed thus, Trinity United Chu...~h of Christ. 

7 DESCRIPrlON 

Each bas six bays o:f 6/6 windows, with wood bases and.horizoniai voussoir brick 
work on the first (basement) level, as well as decorative brickwork on this half. 
On the upper story are six bays of slightly more recessed (about 2 inches) windows. 
They are either three or five pa.rt (the latter on the N/E side) stained glass 
windows with wood bases, brick voussoir lintel and plain wood trim. Decora.tive 
brickwork is done in bays on these walls and framing them. 

Interior: Through the tower entrance, ~me enters the first story rectangular 1 x 3 
bay narthex. Two single side doors of four panels ach enter into the large fellow
ship a.reaaand. church office from this narthex. 

'!be second story na.rthex, of the same pro:po~ions, is reached by one of two 
side, openstring,_two run stairways, with t\ecoratively turned round newels and 
"ba.lusters, and a three inch hand.rail. '!bes'} stairs continue two more runs up to 
a single panelled door on either side of the nave which enters into an open 
balcony overlooking the nave. The nave balcony has a. solid wood railing 
first and second story na.rthex have plaster walls and ceilings and carpeted floors. 

Two, side, double, recent doors enter into the nave from the narthex. Trim 
on these doors is pla.in in the narthex and nave. 



The r.ave is thirteen pews deep with a central and side aisles, a recent 
linoleWll tile floor, and painted plaster walls with painted stenciled trim framing 
the windows. The gable-shaped ceiling is coffered. with moulded floral and geo
metric motifs. A coffered, moulded frieze ties the wa.11 and ceiling together. 
The frieze dates from 1927. 

The side walls are five-bays of windows with four inch sills and plain 
wood trim. _ 

'.Ihe chancel area includes the altar with thechoir on either side. The latter 
is encased in a solid railing. The central sjw altar, on a platform, has a decora
tively turned railing with a central opening,lflich divides the altar from the nave. 



r nnr.A~l!EL CllUHCII EftECTgJ) 1SG2 

hl the gugli:-11. The datl' 01· i11s<'riptio11 gc11crally plnC'e<l 1111 
the col'ner stone was 1 csc1 \'Pel fol' the i;lo1lf· in front of th1: 
ci1 111·ch btncath the sl<~eplc, the date on that being J SG:~. 

The Contractors 

1'he <:ontrattors were )lessrs. Solo111on Cramer :mil 
Dani~l Lcist1 r, the bric!~ layers, :\Iessrs. Dtt\'iil Samuel ancl 
Willi!lll! I<nellar. Half of tlt(• hric:k:- of the c1ltl c·Jn1rd1 were 
used, out of wltich with new hri(']<, a very substantial 1.ltlc·k 
W3.ll was ~om;f n1ctcd. The> mec:lrnuics were selcC'terl fl'om t lie 
fown and s11nouucling c·oHntry. A number who had ~11b
sc1ihPcl tvwarrls tht? buiclin~ and were unnlile to pay \he 
a ... uount, willlnµ,1;. worl<ed out l heir su bsC'riptions hy ca1T~ iug 
stone, brick. and mortar. 

The huilliing C'on11nittee clid not place anr stress UJ'Oll 
~H'tlS iC adOl'l1UH'11t 01' l.Jcauty Of design; hilt \l}lOll Cl. l'lla<:i<HlS 
au.cl pcrmanc.1t building; hence the plain looking stntt·t11n'. 
lud\.!ecl some <.:a\•lled, while others passed acl\'l.'l'iie criticisms. 
One reply (wilh seYeral others) was. "\\'he11 th<: war is on:.·1·. 
the ~·01m!.;t'I' ;.;C'nt'ration can aclcl a tower 11ncl the:> Lcauty.' ' 

9 



r ZIO~ CHURCJ I l~H.ECTED J 79S 

The Bell 

A fiuc bell was placed in the belfry this year (1S!'.l6.) 
1ts deep clear notes could be hl'arcl many miles distant, and 
to those who .. hunger anrl thirst aft.er righteousness" uo 
chimes were sweeter to the car ancl l1ea1t than the sounds oi 
that church i1cll. No doubt thousands or souls rcsponclctl a~ 
they wc1uled lhcir way to this blessed tubentt1.cle. saying 

"I Jove Thy Zion, Lord, 
'flte house of 1'hine ahode, 

The church 0 Blcst Hedeemcl', sa\"Nl 
With Thine own precious hloocl. •· 

Description of Church 

l•'l'Om the cut it is observed lhat this C'hurch wa~ rcr:tau
gulat· in shape ~iO hy 75 feet; two stories, yN the iutetior wa:: 
a la1 ge open auditorium with galleries on three sides. Tht-re 
were only two cloo~ which were located on the "est side oi 
the church. 

4 

Opposite these doo 
clc,atecl about eight fe<: 
lctl Lo it from hot h siclei 
were large curlains ori1 
co1d and tassels. lmme 
ycsubnles, the stuir-waJ 
opposite the pulpit, the 
::.toves, whkh united th• 
from the center or wllic 
ne.y, heated the church 
of the d1urc:h to the t1 
tllis Joor foe sexton C'Ou 
th-e scene to the chilcl 
CJn the south i,;clc was 
ments. These e11clma1r1 
low door from the ais] 
two of th es~ i:cl't ions. 
formed the iv•xL. lL wn 
1U these enclosures. 

First L! 

Making a brief rcvi 
sent to America we Jent 
new world ancl encleaxo1 
and a number or c·ong 
edifice.!; built but no pc 
ha,·e existed untiJ 174 ~ 
crE-clcrl "The Tra1)pe'' 
Lutheran Clrnrcll il1 An: 

A Contract of 

The first )lethoclist 
by J31i-;llop SI rawbrldge 
County, Md., tWl'nt y-011 
Church. If the millions 
C.<'l>tors, the Germans, ~ 
spirit" se1Ting the Lord 
\which was commcncla1 
ism might ban~ been th 
iy, m the l;nitcd State 
nomination in tltc work 

The :\Icthoclist pim 
all necessary equi1111lcn 
d1ief1r the ll1blc ancl ll 
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