
CARR-163 
KREIT HOUSE 
Westminster Vicinity 
Private Circa 1700's 

The Kreit House, probably built in the late 1700's, is 
a log house which is in tact, save for non-existent back 
kitchen and fireplace, and knocked out dividing walls to make 
more decorative archways. Outside wall covering is the same 
on recent back addition and log house, so is deceiving. 

Exposed logs can be seen in the basement and attic, as 
well as alternating structure of mortar/fieldstone construction. 
They are extremely interesting and in very good shape for a near 
200-year old house. A log house of this size seems to me to be 
a rarity as log houses go. It is a good sized house, perhaps 
the size of a moderately-built brick house. 

It lies in a valley, surrounded by farm buildings of 
different dates, and its own land. Development homes continue 
to grow above the valley, but they are not yet a problem. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The structure that is of interest here is part part of the building 
which is a very old log house. In 1947, Mr. Kreit (deceased) added a 
back section of four rooms upstairs, and four rooms downstairs to the 
house himself and his wife. The log house, which constitutes the front 
of the structure of this now two-family house, was for one Kreit son 
and his family. The original rectangular house with one wing (the old 
kitchen) cannot be deciphered from the back, because the entire exterior 
wall structure is covered with white painted wood weather-boarding, save 
for the facade which is asbestos shingles. The structure takes on the 
air of a simple, unobtrusive house which appears to warrant no special 
notice. One need only to see the logs in attic and basement (that are 
similar to ones used for wall structure), to know otherwise. 

The recent addition will not be dealt with here. 

Exterior: 

The uncoursed fieldstone foundation supports a three-bay two-story 
house constructed of alternating hewn logs and mortar/fieldstone com­
bination. Walls are now covered with siding, but plain wood 6/6 windows 
remain in most instances. A front 1/1 double upstairs window is recent. 

The gable roof is of wood with wood shingles directly over beams 
and then tin strips. A single interior, middle rear chimney did accomodate 
a huge brick kitchen fireplace in the original structure according to 
Mrs. Kreit. However, the kitchen fireplace and chimney were removed 
to make way for the addition. The three-bay wood entrance with shed 
roof on the first floor of the facade is now entirely enclosed. Heat 
has been added to this enclosed porch to make a livable room. A similar 
shed roof four-support structure was attached at one time to the log 
house. A covered cement walk, used as a side porch running the length 
of the building, was added later. 

There are two front doors inside the enclosed porch with plain wood 
trim, which enter on each side of the facade. 

Interior: 

Downstairs (Past): large side hall, diningroorn, livingroorn, and 
large back kitchen. 

(Pres): livingroorn, kitchen, and hall which was used 
as dining area as well as hall. 

The spacious interior suggests a house not of log, but perhaps of 
brick. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Although concealed, the logs of this house are in exceptionally good 
shape, as is evident in the attic and cellar. In these two area~ the 
log-mortar/fieldstone alternating structure which is left exposed can be 
seen also. It was built simply, but with great pains to establish strength, 
comfort, and durability. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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North/south side of Route 97, south of Tyrone. 
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The side hall is very spacious. The open-string stairs has a 
- plain round newel with plain square baluster and handrail. It is an 

open well of two flights with one landing, two decorative turned pen­
dants drip from front frieze of landing. Windows have architrave trim 
downstairs and plain wood trim upstairs. Walls are now covered with 
plaster boards, some with peeling paper. Ceilings are 9-10'. 

Entrance between rooms and hallway were simply panelled doors, 
but they are now semi-elliptical arches which were cut into the walls. 
They make a more gracious appearance. Heat throughou~ the house has 
been added, and there are no signs of covered fireplaces or removed 
chimneys. Outbuildings are barn buildings that have been worked on 
over the years. The springhouse is nonexistant as the spring has 
dried up. 
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