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Property Name: 2414 Liberty Road Inventory Number: CARR-1642 ----------------------
Address: 2414 Liberty Road City: Sykesville Zip Code: 21784 --------
County: _C_arr_o_ll_C_o_un_ty......_ ______ USGS Topographic Map: _F_ink__;,_sb....,.ur_g::.._ ___________ _ 

Owner: Judith Ward Tanner, 2412 Liberty Road, Sykesville, MD 21784 

Tax Parcel Number: 51 Tax Map Number: 74 Tax Account ID Number: 5-026555 --- ---- ----------
Project: MD26: Liberty Reservoir to MD 32 CL850Bl l Agency: MDOT-State Highway Administration 

Site visit by MHT Staff: X no Name: Date: __ yes ----------------- --------------
Eligibility recommended x Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A BX C D Considerations: A B c D E F G X None 

Is the property located within a historic district? ~no __ yes Name of district: ----------------

Is district listed? no _yes Determined eligible? no __ yes District Inventory Number: -----
Documentation on the property/district is presented in: NIA 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The domestic complex at 2414 Liberty Road comprises a two-story, Colonial-Revival style house and a one-story garage 
constructed ca. 1933. The Ward House and possesses the qualities of integrity and significance necessary for consideration for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C as an example embodying the characteristics oflate 
Colonial-Revival style domestic design. The setting and overall design of the house reflect a popular interpretation of the style 
applied to a single-family house in a rural context. As road improvements expanded commuting distances between home and 
the work place, substantial dwellings, such as the Ward House, were built in previously agricultural areas. The Colonial 
Revival style was among the most popular and most widely distributed of the architectural styles of the applied to dwellings in 
the twentieth century. The Ward House also is unique among the surviving early twentieth-century housing stock along 
Liberty Road (MD 26) in size, scale, mass, and proportions. These architectural qualities reflect the design characteristics of 
later examples of the Colonial Revival style. The Colonial Revival style was a popular choice since the early years of the 
twentieth century; the popularity of the style peaked during the 1930s with the restoration and reconstruction of Colonial 
Williamsburg. The Colonial Revival style was particularly popular in the regions surrounding Baltimore and Washington, 
D.C. metropolitan area. Research does not indicate that the dwelling was associated with events or personages of historical 
importance on the local, state, or national level. 
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2414 Liberty Road 
CARR-1642 
Carroll County, Maryland 
Sykesville vicinity 
Ca. 1933 
Private 

Capsule Summary 

The house and garage at 2414 Liberty Road are located on the north side of Liberty Road 

in Carroll County. A dirt driveway provides access to the property from the multi-lane 

highway. The complex comprises a Colonial-Revival style house and a rear garage, both 

of which constructed ca. 193 3. The house occupies a rectangular footprint and is three 

bays wide by four bays deep. The walls are stuccoed. The house terminates in a hipped 

roof with hip roof dormers on the east, south, and west roof planes. The roof is sheathed 

in composition shingles. The house features wide, overhanging eaves and an interior, 

brick chimney. The house features a full fa9ade, hipped-roof porch that wraps around the 

west elevation to form a carport over the adjacent driveway. The house features one

over-one-light, double-hung, wood-frame windows with wood casings. 

The Ward House possesses the qualities of significance and integrity necessary for 

consideration for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C as 

an example embodying the characteristics of late Colonial-Revival style domestic design. 

The setting and overall design of the house reflect a popular interpretation of the style 

applied to a single-family house in a rural context. As road improvements expanded 

commuting distances between home and the work place, substantial dwellings, such as 

the Ward House, were built in previously agricultural areas. The Colonial Revival style 

was among the most popular and most widely distributed of the architectural styles of the 

applied to dwellings in the twentieth century. The Ward family has owned the land since 

1929, when the former owners began to subdivide their farm. The house was built ca. 

1933. 
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic 2414 Liberty Road 

th r 

2. Location 
street and m1mber 2414 I ,jbedY B mid 

city town Sykesville 

coun Carroll 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Judith Ward Tanner 

street and number 2414 Liberty Road 

city, town Sykesville state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 

Inventory No. CARR-1642 

not for pt1bljcatjon 

X vicinity 

telephone 

zip code 21784 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Carroll County Courthouse liber 823 folio 635 

city, town Westminster tax map 7 4 tax parcel 51 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 
___ Histori~ Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
___ Other: __________ _ 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 

._X__building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 

_x__private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture __ landscape 
__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense 

._X__domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ religion 
__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacant/not in use 
__ other: 

tax ID number 5-026555 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

2 

2 

Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 
____ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

0 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

x_good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 

Inventory No. CARR-1642 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

The house and garage at 2414 Liberty Road are located on the north side of Liberty Road in Carroll County. A 
dirt driveway provides access to the property from the multi-lane highway. The complex comprises a Colonial
Revival style house and a rear garage, both of which constructed ca. 1933. The domestic complex is sited on a 
hill and is surrounded by a sloping lawn. A forested area is behind the garage. The architectural survey for this 
property was conducted from the public right-of-way. The interiors of the buildings were not inspected. 

Detailed Description 

The two-and-a-half-story house faces south onto Liberty Road. The house occupies a rectangular footprint and 
rests on a stone basement. The building is three bays wide by four bays deep. The walls are stuccoed. The 
house terminates in a hipped roof with hip roof dormers on the east, south, and west roof planes. The roof is 
sheathed in composition shingles. The house features wide, overhanging eaves and an interior, brick chimney. 
The house features a full fa;ade, hipped-roof porch that wraps around the west elevation to form a carport over 
the adjacent driveway. The porch/carport is supported by plain, round columns. A one-story, hipped roof 
addition is appended to the east wall. The house features one-over-one-light, double-hung, wood-frame 
windows with wood casings. 

The principle (south) elevation contains a central entrance. The central entrance features a four-panel wood 
door with a four-light fixed window. The entrance' is flanked by four~light sidelights and sconces. The 
entryway is topped by a five-light transom. The east and west bays and the front dormer feature paired 
windows. 

The wood-frame garage adopts a rectangular footprint. The garage is four bays wide by one bay deep, and 
terminates in a shallow shed roof. The front (south) elevation features four sets of double doors. Each wood 
door features a six-light fixed windows set over six raised panels. 

Both the house and garage retain their integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, 
and association from their ca. 1933 construction. The house retains such character-defining features as the 
exterior cladding, windows, doors, porch/carport, and dormers. The garage retains the original doors as 
character-defining features. 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

x 1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 
X architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

ca. 1933 

Construction dates ca. 1933 

Evaluation for: 

~X-"--_ National Register 

Inventory No. CARR-1642 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 
recreation 

_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture _ religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder 

____ Maryland Register ___ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

The Ward House possesses the qualities of integrity and significance necessary for consideration for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C as an example embodying the characteristics oflate 
Colonial-Revival style domestic design. The setting and overall design of the house reflect a popular 
interpretation of the style applied to a single-family house in a rural context. As road improvements expanded 
commuting distances between home and the work place, substantial dwellings, such as the Ward House, were 
built in previously agricultural areas. The ColoniaJ Revival style was among the most popular and most widely 
distributed of the architectural styles of the applied to dwellings in the twentieth century. The Ward House also 
is unique among the surviving early twentieth-century housing stock along Liberty Road (MD 26) in size, scale, 
mass, and proportions. These architectural qualities reflect the design characteristics oflater examples of the 
Colonial Revival style. The Colonial Revival style was a popular choice since the early years of the twentieth 
century; the popularity of the style peaked during the 1930s with the restoration and reconstruction of Colonial 
Williamsburg. The Colonial Revival style was particularly popular in the regions surrounding Baltimore and 
Washington, D.C:metropolitan area. 

Property History 

Judith Ward Turner and the Ward family currently own the house located at 2412 Liberty Road on the north 
side of road. The property includes a house and garage (Carroll County Land Records 823/635). The Ward 
family has owned the land since 1929; they built the house ca. 1933 (CCLR EMM 153/231). 

The 23.63-acre property historically was part of the 130-acre Lee farm (CARR-618) that spanned the north and 
south sides of Liberty Road. In 1928, Annie Lee transferred a 33-acre parcel of the northern part of the farm to 
her son Elmer Lee (CCLR 151/305, Short 1996). Annie Lee bought 51 acres of the farm from James Tillman 
(CCLR EMM 150/537), who had bought it from Annie's husband, Robert E. Lee. Robert E. Lee inherited the 
farm from his parents Robert and Rachel Lee (CCLR 153/231 ). 

The Wards' parcel (CCLR 153/231) originally was thirty-three acres and thirty-one perches. Under Ward 
ownership, small parcels of the property were sold to Baltimore City for the creation of Liberty Reservoir and to 
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the State of Maryland for Liberty Road improvements (CCLR EAS 192/240; EAS 225/119; EAS 207/360, 362). 
The property currently contains 23.63 acres. 

The Wards built this large suburban house in a rural setting. Its size and limited acreage suggest that the family 
was not dependent on the local agricultural economy. The choice of the Colonial Revival style also suggests 
that the family was aware of contemporary architectural design tends popularized through restoration efforts in 
Colonial Williamsburg and in architectural periodicals. The house and garage located at 2414 Liberty Road are 
prominently-sited examples of Colonial Revival architecture in this region of Carroll County. Character
defining features of this style evident in the house are its square symmetrical appearance, hipped roof with 
dormers, full-fa9ade wrap porch, smooth wall surfaces with simple ornamentation around the windows and 
main entry. The buildings at 2414 Liberty Road appear to possess sufficient integrity to illustrate the Colonial 
Revival style as practiced during the 1930s to possess significance under Criterion C of the National Register of 
Historic Places. Research does not indicate that the dwelling was associated with events (Criterion A) or 
personages (Criterion B) of historical importance on the local, state, or national level. 

Chain of Title 

2414 Liberty Road 

3/4/1983 
Liber/Folio: 823/635 
To: Judith Ward Tanner, Kathleen Ward Weaver, Sharon Slye Smith, Ruth Lavola Ward Barber 
From: Lydia Ward Kidd, Mildred Ward Carter, Mildred Ward Carter, Richard Ward 
Notes: 23.63 Acres 

10/5/1953 
Liber/Folio EAS 226/112 
To: Carroll Leroy Ward, Mildred Ward Carter, Treva Ward Baublitz, John Lester Ward, Ruth Lavola Ward Barber 
From: Albert Pieri 
Note: 25 114 acres, 10 parcels and 8 Y:? acres, 30 parcels 

10/5/1953 
Liber/Folio: EAS 226/108 
To: Albert Pieri 
From: Carroll Leroy Ward, Lydia Ward, Mildred Ward Carter, Treva Ward Baublis 
Notes: 25 114 acres, 10 parcels+ 8 Y:? acres, 30 parcels 

5/1/1933 
~ Liber/Folio EMM 158/502 

To: C. Bradley Ward, Carroll Leroy Ward, Lydia Ward, Mildred Ward, Treva B. Ward 
From: Ida Stockdale 
Notes: Same as above 
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5/1/1933 
Liber/Folio EMM 158/501 
To: Ida Stockdale 
From: Cora M. Ward, Carroll Leroy Ward 
Notes: Same as above 

9/19/1929 
Liber/Folio EMM 153/231 
To: Cora M. Ward, Carroll Leroy Ward 
From: Elmer Lee 
Notes: 33 acres, 31 perches 

10/18/1928 
~ Liber/Folio EMM 151/305 

To: Elmer Lee 
From: Annie Lee 
Notes: Same as above 

6/5/1928 
Liber/Folio EMM 150/537 
To: Annie Lee 
From: James B. Tillman 
Notes: 51 1.4 acres 

4/1/1926 
Liber/Folio EMM 147/107 
To: James B. Tillman· 
From: Robert E. Lee 
Notes: Same as above 

11111/1899 
Liber/Folio JHB 90/70 
To: Robert E. Lee 
From: Rachel Lee 
Notes: 51 '4 acres 

Inventory No. CARR-1642 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Carroll County Land Records 
Deeds 

Short, Kenneth M. 

Inventory No. CARR-1642 

1996 Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Form CARR-618, Carroll County Planning Office, Westminster, MD. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

23.63 
23.63 
Finksburg 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale: _1 :_24~00_0 ___ _ 

The property boundary is depicted on Carroll County Tax Map 74, Tax Parcel 51 (Part 1 of 2). This parcel has been associated 
with the house since its construction ca. 1933. The boundary includes the access road to the house and the sloping lawn between 
the house and the road. The reduction in acreage from the original 33-acre parcel was due to the creation of the Liberty Reservoir 
and improvements along Liberty Road during the 1950s. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Katherine Grandine/Historian, Brian Cleven/Industrial Archeologist, Nathaniel Patch/Historian 

R. Christopher Goodwin & Associates date November 2000 

241 E. Fourth Street telephone (301) 694-0428 

Frederick state MD 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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