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1. Name ef Preperty (11101cace p1e1e11eu 11a111e) 

bjstorjc Iohn M Rush Hrn1se 

other Thomas Roche 

2. Location 
street and 011mber 31 5 Hanover Pike 

cjtv town Hampstead 

coun Carroll 

3. 0\"JfleF ef PFeperty (give 11a111es a11d 111allh1g add1esses or all 00011e1s) 

name Thomas and Susan Roche 

street and number 315 Hanover Road 

city, town Hampstead state MD 

4. Leeatiefl ef Legel Deseriptiefl 

Inventory No. CARR-1648 

NIA opt for 011h1igatjgn 

vjcjnjtv 

telephone 410-3742920 

zip code 21074 

courthouse. registry of deeds. etc. Carroll County Courthouse liber 349 folio 419 

city, town Hampstead tax map 41 tax parcel 68 

5. Pli111a1 y Localio11 of Addilio11al Bala 
Contribytinq Resoyrce in Natjonal Register Distrjct 

___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
-~X~ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
___ Other: ___________ _ 

6. ClassifieatieA 

Category 
__ district 

_K_building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
_-_public 
_K_private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture 
__ commerce/trade 
__ defense 

_x_ domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ landscape 
__ recreation/culture 
__ religion 
__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacant/not in use 
__ other: 

tax ID number 8-013632 

Resource Count 
Contributing Noncontributing 

3 buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 
____ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

NIA 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
_good 
x__ fair 

deteriorated 

ruins 
altered 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

Description Summary 
The John M. Bush property is located on a sliver of land between MD 30 on the west and the Western 
Maryland Railroad on the east. A number of large industrial complexes are located immediately 
across MD 30 from the property. It may date from the period just after Bush acquired the land from 
adjacent property owners. The current ca. one acre property retains a large dwelling and two 
outbuildings, located north of the rear section of the ell---a summer kitchen and a root cellar. 

Description . 
The house and two outbuildings located at 315 Hanover Pike, south of Trenton Mill Road, are 
identified with the owner shown on the Hampstead map in the 1877 Illustrated Atlas of Carro/I County 
Maryland--John M. Bush. The property, adjacent to MD 30 on the south side of Hampstead near the 
Carroll-Baltimore County line, is located on a sliver of land between MD 30 on the west and the 
Western Maryland Railroad on the east, halfway between Upperco and Hampstead, Maryland. 
Adjacent to and open to a large agricultural area to the east of the tracks that likely truncated the 
property in the 1870's, the structure is oriented to MD 30 althoug~.t;}locked from the viewshed of the 
road by heavy vegetation. A number of large industrial complexes are located immediately across MD 
30 from the property. These may have been constructed on land subdivided from this property, as it 
was owned by the Realty Realization Corporation in the mid-1950's and the property was decimated 
at this time. 

James M. Bush may have constructed the farmstead shortly after he acquired the land from the 
Murray, Belt and other families. Charles Murray and his descendants possessed a considerable 
landholding in the vicinity of the current intersection of Hanover Pike and Trenton Mill Road [see 
Suffness, Helen Hoffman House, (MIHP # CARR-288) and Cox-Cooper-Mielke House, (MIHIP Carr-
279)]. John A. Bush, by 1917, is shown in the Rand McNa/ly Atlas of Carroll County as residing on an 
adjacent parcel that had been severed by the construction of the Baltimore Hanover Railroad in 1876. 
The current ca. one acre property retains a large dwelling, oriented east-west, and two extant 
outbuildings that are located north of the rear section of the ell---likely a summer kitchen and a root 
cellar. As the property owners were not available and access to the site was limited, identification 
efforts have been hampered. 

The dwelling is a large, ell-shaped, two and one-half story frame structure, which is clad with 
asbestos shingles, as are the outbuildings. It is oriented to the west along MD 30, just south of its 
intersection with Trenton Mills Road. The principle, side-gabled block parallels MD 30, and has a 
large, full-height ell which extends from the north bay of the east, or rear, elevation. A one-story, full­
width, open porch, located on the west entrance elevation, shelters the principle entrance. Jig sawn 

.~ brackets transition between the square posts and the cornice. There is a steeply pitched cross gable, 
giving further emphasis to this entrance. A pointed four-light window is located in the cross gable end 
above the entry. 
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The large, two-story high ell continues the forward plane of the north, gable end elevation of the main 
block. One chimney is located inside the south end wall of the main block, and another inside of the 
gable end, or east wall, of the ell. This ell has two secondary entrances-one is located in the second 
bay on the north side of the ell, sheltered by a hip-roof, one-bay porch. Another is located on the 
south side of the shed roofed, five-bay long extension to the south side of the ell. 

The structure is supported on a rubble stone foundation, with one small section of brick foundation in 
the south angle of the main block and the ell. The roofing is composed of standing seam metal. The 
fenestration on the main block is irregular, although window size varies, with elongated four-over-four 
windows located on the front fa9ade and the first level of the north side, and shorter windows in the 
second level on the gable ends, with two small windows located in the gable ends of the broad roof. A 
small, round arch window is located in the gable end of the forward facing gable. 

The ell has been extended with a shed-roof one-story addition, possibly the enclosure of a porch, 
extending the full depth of this five-bay-long elevation on the north side. It is a few feet short of 
extending the plane of the south wall of the main block. The windows in the ell on the north and 
south sides are uniformly a six-over-six configuration. On the rear, or east elevation, there are two 
windows arrayed over one another in the south bay---the one at the second level is nine-over six, and 
the one below, with immovable sash, has sixteen lights. A small attic window near the apex of the 
roof is located in the north bay of this two bay wide gable end. 

The few buildings remaining of what was possibly a sizeable agricultural complex are located off the 
northeast corner and north of the ell---likely a summer kitchen and a root cellar. Both have standing 
seam metal roofs, asbestos shingle cladding over German siding and rubble stone foundations. The 
nearly square summer kitchen, of frame construction, is oriented to the west. It is a two-story-high, 
side-gable structure with one chimney located inside of the south end wall. The entrance fa9ade is 
dominated by a broad, full-width, hip roof one-story porch which shelters the entry located in the north 
bay. The window in the south bay is three-over-three, whereas the two immediately above them are 
six-over-three lights. There are no windows in the north or south gable ends---and the two on the 
east side are boarded up and have no glass. The small rectangular root cellar, with an entrance in 
the gable end facing south, is dominated by a substantial overhang of the roof over the centered 
entry. 

!' The current dwelling is likely attributed to J.M. Bush and shown on the east side of MD 30 and just 
south of its intersection with Trenton Mill Road on the 1877 Lake, Griffing, and Stephenson Atlas. 
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Isabel Bishop 

Joseph Allender 

Marvin Scham 

Joseph Allender 

Chain of Title 

To Tom Roche 
Mortgage for $12,000 

1.09 Acre 

To Isabel Bishop 

Two Deeds 

349/419 
8/1/1962 

293/15 
8/6/1958 

To Joseph Allender 265/380 
$12,000 8/24/1956 

To 
1.06 acre 

Marvin Scham 2/17/213 
2/5/1953 

Helen Earhart To Allender 205/5 
Daughter of J. Arthur Bush 5/19/50 

Part of Merryman's Meadows, Sportsman's Hall, 
Stophels Choice, and Hooker's Meadow Resurveyed. 

124 acres, lying in Carroll and Baltimore counties 

D. Eugene Walsh To J. Arthur Bush 197/561 
And Helen Earhart 3/3/48 

J. Arthur Bush died intestate, Nov. 4, 1949 
124 acres 

Eleanor Bush To J. Arthur Bush 126/271 
Widow of John Bush $11, 184 , 124 acres 3/4/1915 

Peter Woods To John Bush 36/389 
$8,000 (and Eleanor) 6/19/1868 

Based on land division between Thomas B. Murray and Henry Nail, Lot 20, 110 acres. 
Homestead on Lot #1 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Name: John M. Bush House 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _7_ Page 3 

Two parcels 

Jackson Belt To 

Ruthan Nail To 

John M. Bush To 
$8,000 

John M. Bush 

John M. Bush 

Peter Woods 
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36/76 
6/19/1868 

97/557 
12/10/1881 

36/388 
11/2/1868 

!" Charles M. Murray To Eleanor Bush 11/20/1865 
Trustee Chancery Record 14/474 

Estate Equity Case 863, sale of the lands of Thomas Murray uponthe death of Cahtarine Murray, 
widow, in 1864 

Lot# 1 (Eleanor Murray), Lot #'s 2 and 3 (John P. Murray), Total value, $13, 187 

Four Deeds 
1) Thomas B. Murray To Catharine Murray Will Record 

2) Rebecca Murray et al To Thomas B. Murray TK257/394 
3/2/1836 

South Side of William Houcks Road 
Lot 4 of John Murray's Land 
Thomas Murray died ,1850 

John Murray Vs. William Houck 11/17/1829 
WG201/575 

3) John W. Murray To Thomas B. Murray 3/18/48 
Landaff, South side of William Houck, Lot #4, John Murray deceased 

4) Sarah Murray, et. Al. To Thomas B. Murray 
Plat, Lots# 5, 20, runs to William Houcks Land, $900 
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Samuel Henestofiel To John Murray Jr. 2/16/1826 
Baltimore City Land Records WG179/415 

Merryman's Meadows, Sportsman's Hall 
80 acres, $744.00 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

x 1800-1899 
1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

·~Areas of Significance 
" 
_ agriculture 
_ archeology 
X architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

ca. 1860 

Construction dates 

Evaluation for. 

X National Register 

Inventory No. CARR-1648 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_- landscape architecture _ religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder Unknown 

___ Maryland Register ___ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

Significance Summary 
The James M. Bush House is an ell-shaped frame dwelling, formerly part of an agricultural property. It 
retains two outbuildings. The house exhibits Gothic Revival detailing and massing along with possibly 
a four-over-four room plan. With little integrity as an agricultural property, and as an example of a 
ubiquitous house type, with no significant unique historical association, the James M. Bush House 
does not have the level of architectural or historical importance to warrant listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places .. 

The James M. Bush House is located to the south of Hampstead in a farming community that was 
affected by the construction of the Baltimore, and Hanover Railroad between 1876 and 1879. In 
addition to the railroad, which caused the removal of buildings and the truncation of farm properties, 
the integrity of the area has been further compromised by the construction of a string of industrial and 
commercial complexes along MD 30 to the north of the dwelling. These were likely built on land 
severed from the 124 acre property in the 1950's, with the acreage subsequently reduced to ca. one 
acre. 

Significance 
The James M. Bush House conforms to a standard, I-house design that is ubiquitous in Carroll 
County. Many dwellings in Carroll have two-story rear ells that give them an Lor, occasionally, a T 
shape. The James M. Bush House, although constructed as part of an agricultural complex, has little 
integrity as an agricultural property, in small part because it was severed from the farmland by the 
construction of the Hanover-Baltimore Railroad (now Western Maryland Railroad) in 1879. The once 
substantial 124 acre property was decimated with a variety of land transactions in the 1950"s, which 
reduced it to ca. one acre. 

The dwelling is an example of a four-over-four plan with Victorian influences and embellishments. 
Within many rural communities, styles such as the Gothic Revival were commingled with a rural 
vernacular style to create a subtle or simpler version of the "high" style .of architecture. Plans and 
designs were found in various publications such as the 1821 Domestic Encyclopedia and as residents 
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prospered economically or saw their families increase, they not only enlarged their existing structures 
but also updated them periodically in the current styles obtained from the plan books illustrates a 
number of features. For one, it has a Gothic Revival decorative treatment associated with the 
Victorian era of the late nineteenth century. Victorian dwelling with L- and T-shaped plans are usually 
adorned with high-pitched fagade gables, long window bays, brackets, ornate porches. The John B. 
Bush House is a restrained example of this decorative type, with a round-headed window high in the 
steeply pitched cross gable, and brackets on the porch posts. This main block is deep for its height, 
possibly indicating a four-over-four plan, seen at a number of farmsteads throughout the Hampstead 
and Manchester areas. This type of plan is generally used in dwelling that are two-and-one-half 
stories tall with four rooms over four rooms and gable end interior chimneys. The majority of these 
kinds of plans possess eight rooms, and can be three, four or five bays wide, with one or a pair of 
front entries. They are marked by their solidity, which stems from their 3:4 width-to-depth ratio and 

f' height of their eaves approximately equaling their depths. The four-over-four plan has been 
described as the last distinctive house type to emerge from the cultural hearth of Southeast 
Pennsylvania and the Delaware Valley and northern Maryland. 

In addition to analyzing the James M. Bush House within this context of architecture, it has been 
considered in relation to the transition from agriculture to industrialization, and increasing urbanization 
(Maryland Historical Trust Historic Contexts-Agricultural/Industrial Transition, 1815-1870, and 
Industrial/Urban Dominance, 1870 to 1930), which was closely tied to the continued development of 
an extended transportation network. 

Throughout the mid-nineteenth century the infrastructure of Carroll County increased in complexity. 
Among the additions to the transportation network was the construction, beginning in 1852, of the 
Baltimore, Carroll and Frederick Railroad, later the Western Maryland Railroad (Lee 1982:48). Stages 
ran between Manchester and Baltimore, along Route 30 within the project area, from the 1830's until 
1879. 

New growth in Carroll County was encouraged by the discovery of gold in the vicinity of what are 
today Melrose and Ebbvale in 1860 (well north of Hampstead). Nonetheless, transportation 
improvements were executed throughout the county and into the Hampstead area. To assist in the 
search for mineral wealth, the Bachman Valley Railroad was constructed about 1871. It spawned a 
series of small towns in Carroll County (Schlichter 1961 :231). 

Between 1876 and 1879, the Baltimore and Hanover Railroad was constructed along the eastern 
edge of Carroll County. It included stops within and near Greenmount, Maple Grove, and Millers, 
eventually connecting to the north with the Bachman Valley Railroad. Soon after its completion, the 
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1 o. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

1.06 Acres 
1.06 Acres 
Hampstead 

Verbal boundary description and justification 
Tax parcel 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Rita M. Suffness, Cultural Resources Manager 

Ml)SHA 

707 N. Calvert Street 

Baltimore 

Inventory No. CARR-1648 

Quadrangle scale: ""'1 ·=2_,_4..._00=0"------

date May 15, 2001 

telephone 410-5458561 

state Ml) 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for infonnation and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 

r-"''~------------------------------------------



CARR-1648 
James M. Bush House 
Hampstead 
Carroll County, Maryland 

Historic Context 

Maryland Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan Data 

Geographic Organization: Piedmont 

Chronological/Developmental Period (s): 

Agricultural/Industrial Transition, 1815-1870 
Industrial-Urban Dominance, 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme: Architecture 

Resource Type 

Category: Buildings 

Historic .Environment: Rural 

Historic Function (s) and Use (s): 
Domestic/Single Dwelling/Residence 
Domestic/ Outbuilding/Summer Kitchen 
Domestic/ Outbuilding/Root Cellar 

Known Design Source: None 
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John W. Bush House 
Hampstead, Maryland 
Location Map 
Hampstead Quadrangle 
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