
This sprawling structure is the fourth in 
a line of buildings acco~odating the very early 
:0utheran (1760) congregation in '.'ianchester. 
The original log structure, and the 1798 
building housed both the Reformed and the 
Lutheran congregations in Vianchester, before 
in the r;1id 1800's, the two went their se-;::ara.te 
Kays. ':'he result was a new name, "Er:unanuel 
Lutheran", a new building in 186J, and f'ifty 
years later the present building. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

1 Union Church 
2 Zion Church 
3 E!mmanuel Lutheran 

AND/OR COMMON Emmanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 16 Church Street 

CITY. TOWN Manchester 
_VICINITY OF 

STATE I0Iaryland 

llCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

J'SulLDING(Si 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

)(PUBLIC 

XPRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

, JTATUS 
~CCU PIED 

-UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
,x'iES RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

NAME L'rnmaLuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 

STREET & NUMBER 
16 Church Street 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 6 

COUNTY 
Carroll 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT X~ELIGIOUS 
__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

ciTY. TOWN M.anchester 
_ VICINITY OF 

r.Iaryland 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
Carroll County Office Buildin0~ COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC (exempt file) 
STREET & NUMBER _, 

2,,.5 ~forth Center Street 
CITY. TOWN r.Ianchester 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

Liber #: 
Folio #: None 

STATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

_ORIGrNAL SITE 
, -1 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

_ALTERED _MOVED DATE_.~'--

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

1798 Church - "This church was a large two-story brick church, 50 x 75 feet. The 
interior presented a large, open auditorium with galleries on three sides. The 
entrance to the church was by two doors, located on the west side and opposite 
these doors was the elevated pulpit with winding stairways on each side. Back of 
the pulpit against the wall were large red damask curtains, draped back with 
cord and tassel. At the entrance were stairways leading to the gallery. The 
choir was located on the gallery opposite the pulpit. The space beneath the gallery 
on the south side was arranged in three sections or apartments and these apart
ments were entered by a narrow, low door from t..~e aisles. The elders and deacons 
occupied two of these sections. It was considered an honor to be seated in the 
this section. This building was heated by two large wood stoves." 

from "Lutheran Churches of Carroll County" --compiled by Branford Gist Lynch 
Democratic Advocate -Feb. 12, 1937. 

1862 Church - from an old photo 
"This church built during the war ••• was a three-bay front X four 

bay wide, two story building with gable roof, and octagonal belfry (interior 
front). windows were 6/6 with wooden lintel anj base, blind shutters and plain 
trim •• The facade had three-stories of windows, the side had two. The front 
entrance was framed with an entablature and pilaster. A window under the front 
eaves (gable) was three-vertical i:a.nes with a semi-circular transom which had a 
date on it ••• -1863. 

One half of the bricks of the old Zion Church were used. It was a 
very spacious, solid building with not much exterior trim. 

1914 Church - recent 
Set in the town of Manchester, Emmanuel Lutheran is located on 

Church Street and faces north/east. It is ~parated from Chruch Street by a 
four foot sidewalk. To the east and south is its own cemetary and to the west 
are in town homes and its own parking lot. Emanuel is attached to a recent 
(1958) building to the north with Sunday School rooms and fellowship halls. 
This rambling building has a different number of bays on each facade, but basically 
it is an ei@"lt-bay front by three bay side building with one story and working.. 
basement. The roofline varies, but is mainly of gable form, with an asphalt 
shingle cover, with the central long gable running South East to North West. 

Th~ foundation is rock-faced stvne and wall structure is of running 
bond brick. Because of varyi'.'lg trims and shapes, each side of this basically 
rectangular building will be dealt with separately. 

north/west side wall - , •• is attached to the recent building at the easternmost 
end. The wall has a ga:>le roofline, with a brick corbelled cornice and is 
three-bays wide. The bays consist of a large central pointed a.rc:h stained glass 
window, with double windows of the same arch and glass flanfing it on either 
side. They all have a brick and rock-faced stone trim at the arch with a 
central stone, keystone, and a stone base. Under the gable is a group of three 
pointed arch windows wit~he same trim. 

south/west back wall - ••• is seven bays in length. All b3.ys are double windows 
with the some trim, keystone and base as the northwest wall. The narthern 

~NTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ){RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 _AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_;.6900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE' 

Emmanuel Lutheran was originally the united congregation of the Re
formed and the Lutherans, who erected the oldest (1760)and the first hoase of 
worship accomodating any denomination in Carroll County. 

There were no permanent Lutheran Churches in America until 1743, when 
in Philadelphia, Henry Melchior MuhlenbEITg erected "The Trappe", the first 
Lutheran Church in America. Prior to thii: Lutherans were scatte:!'."ed and predomi
nantly not united. Muhlenberg organized and visited congregations from 1743-
1776. Among towns he visited close to J:vlanchester were Lan Caster, York, and 
Hanover. In fact, it is possible he came to Manchester also, for this was the time 
of the greatest missionary effort in Pennsylvania and Maryland before the War. 

A charter from Lord Baltimore in 1758was granted to a "Ge:!'.'man Churche" 
to begin a congregation at the intersection of two Indian trails near the "oak 
tree". The tree still stands and is said to be 278-80 years old. The log 
structure was built in 1760, 17 years after "The Trappe" in Philadelphia, thir
teen years before the first Lutheran Church in Baltimore (1773) a~d 108 years 
before the first strictly Lutheran church in Westminster (1868). Of course the 
Union Meeting House "accomodated" the Westminster Lutherans and. other congregations 
before this time. The first parsonage in Manchester was erected in 1796. 

The log structure, located at the entrance of the Old Union Cemetary 
stood and was used for thrity-eight years. In 1798, a larger Church was erected 
on the site, after the former was razed; this was called Zion's Church. A 
description and picture of the 1798 building is in #7 of this form. Zion served 
the Lutherans and Reformed on alternate Sundays, The first Union Sunday School 
was organized in 1828. 

Five years before th~ demolishing of Zion's Church, land was purChased 
for the site of the new Emmanuel Lutheran. The new cornerstone was laid in 1862, 
and the church completed in 1863. Built during hhe Civil War, it is described and 
pictured in #7 of this form. At the close of the War in April of 1865, soon 
after Lincoln's death, a Thanksgit ing service was held to celebrate "the sur
render" and close of the War. 

In 1882 - the plain glass windows were removed and stained glass was 
put in. 

1908 - was the framing of a r.ew constitution which agreed that all 
church priviledges and principles should be equal among all members. 

In 1910, a new church was decided upon because of the need for ex
tensive repairs. Thus in 1914, the 1863 church was razed and the ground cleared, 
whil.e the congregation worshipped in the Reformed and United Brethren Churches 
in i'lanchester. 

The present building was built during World War I and laborers were 
scarce, so much work was done by the members. The cornerstone was laid in July 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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"200th Anniversary of Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church -- 1760-1960 11 
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CONTINUE ON SEJ;>AR,ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY -continued-

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY Carroll 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Fredi Eckhardt historic site surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Carroll Count' Commitee of the Mar land Historical Trust 
STREET & NUMBER 

848-6494 210 East Main Street 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Westminster Maryland. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 7 4 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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1914, alone: ~ .. ii th tha C·:)rnerstone o~ ~:,[19 1792 :: .. ni 1863 b:iilclings. 
In 2-'.?2-:?, it w2,s 01g:reed t'Ylt the ::anchester co:'.'lgregatioci shou1i be ?, s2~rc.te 

:~.1.~,~3torAte, an~ not ?rt of' 2_ chc~r;a, !3Js it :ia:i been previou.sly • 
.lD l9_S8, t[le ~e:,r sI:.UYch school buildin~ :·:s_s erected. 

?h.0 ~8~8t:-?l"'Y ~ne G!1ion ~e:-:let2,:'=l in l?~Cl, ~·j;?_,S 0et ara::--t es~eci3,lly for :.he 
b·J.ria.1 o: ~1e~-oe~cs of t!1e t~,ro j_enor.:in2.tio:is; ?efo~:-"'.e~ ?Jn;i ~uth~~.n. 'I1!1e ea:::-lie0t, 
2.e ~;2-8 l_e ~· to:--i·s :_s 2. 708 ?~s 8e~~etary h,;:_s ~~.tur2.J_~y .:-;ro~rn sin~e. __ ! l?J~., 2.~ iro~ 
fence 1-.r:::t.2. ~~rected enclosing th 1:! entire ce:1et2.ry-. 3ecc 1..1s2 o: :;oor ~Jpkeep, th-3 
crmrc:-i ir. 1)27 chose ~ Board o: 'J1.J.stees to '.'.1..3 p r:;e "'Jed control t~e C8'.1et.2.:::-~r. :::+, 
h?.::: s-=-.nc:::, ~Jee?l. ::l.e..ne.;9·:1 ~-;it~ c~2:."e. 
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11..v/tW &1ua111-
'%/"-" CJ/I l/Kt:Jlf 

.Enm,:7A.Jt<£L LuTHE.RH,J 
b/MJ,4J) U.t?t- rvHAJ<?EUt!/-IL. 

~t-l7HE. 'i?# .u t!11t1 Ji'LW 

- /JJIJ.da f/E67£R-

ZIO~ Clll"llC!I EHE<'TJ;11 li!I., 

The Bell 

A finE.' hell Wal> pla<'l'cl in tl1P hPlft•y this ye<u (11'.:G.) 
it;.: dl'eJ• <·lear notes could ht• l1••ard 11ia11y n11Jos distunt .md 
to thngp \\'ho .. hunge1· a111f t hi1"Rt ufiPr righlNrni;nesi,;" no 
<·hime::; \\'t'l'(' S\\'<!l'!r1· lo l.hc l'al' 1111d hc>ati lhau th1• i.;uu111l1> of 
Li1a1 l'h1u·1·h .1~·JJ. ~11 d<111ht t h1111s.1111h; 111' snuh; l'<'HpondPd as 
they "ended their way tu t Ii rs l>ll':-;fh'rl 1 u b1•rna1·lc, suyiug 

''! love Thy .Zio11, Lorri, 
ThP house of 'f'hiue ahnrl1•, 

The• <'lllll't•h () nlt•:-;t ltl•d111•1i\('I', R:l\'f'll 

\\"ith Thi11e ow11 pn:1·f011s hlrn1d." 

Description of Church 

F'rom lllt~ <'Ill it i~ obse1·,·ed th.it this C'l111r!'f1 \\:tf; rectan
gular in shape .)o hy i!l fo,.I: r wo storil>.'. yer 1 he iuu•rior was 
a lai ~t· OJ•t"I a11dirr>ri11m with ~allf's·fp~ on I i11·1•p ~HIP!'. Tllel'e 
,\·cr1• 011 I~· twfl door!' wh 1d1 \\'t'l'l' hit 11 r <·d 011 r h·· \\ t•i·a i-nd1• of 
the <'lllll'ch. 



J:\J.\IANl"EL ('fl l'IWll mrnCTl~ll 1Mj:! 

C'lliCJ(. - /{r &. 

tlAt//J).. I fJdU'i?aJ/. 
?'.10..l.l (;. #"t~# 

En11JHA,;J..Lf:~ t i.LiHc~ 
Imm~Alll.Il.. Z:v,cu)l?EU -

OAL L.a77t&ie.FlV 
a11t.t'Rl!# 

h1 the Engli:-11. Tlte clat,. or ins<·rip1 ion geiu•rully 11la1·erJ on 
the <'Orner stonf> wa:; n·i:wn···d ror the sto111.• i11 frout of t111• 
ci\ltrc·h beneath the ~teeple, tlw clatt• on that li1•i11g 1 l'H:l. 

The Contractors 

The <·011tract ors were ;\leS!'\11'. :-)010111011 Cramer 3n<I 
IJaniel L::istt:r, the brid, laverH. :\ll's~rs. Uavitl Sa111uel and 
Willian! l\tu~llar. Half of th~ hricks of tht• old <"ht11·1·h \WI'<' 
used, out of wiJ1l'h with 111'\\ brick, u \'Pry 1:mbsta11tinl tl1i<-k 
Wj.JI was ;:oOll!>lrt1c-t1•rt. The 111ed1a11ic·S" were selected from t.he 
town aml s11nouucli11g country. A n11111IH•r \\110 had suh
s,•rihc:>d towards the lmhling a111l Wf'I'(' 111iahll' to pay the 
a111oun1. williu~J:. worked out Lheir Hllhscription:; h~ t·arryi11~ 
stone. hri<'k, aud mortar. 

The building C'om1111Ul'P tlitl 1101 pla1'P an~· gtJ'C$!' 11p011 
:1rt1s.it• aJonunenr or hPa11t_r of dcsi~11; but 11po11 !!. spul'io11~ 
aud pemusnP.lH Luilcling; IH•111•e the plain lonkin~ ~tr1wture. 
Indeed 1mme caviled. wlule otlH•rg )lassed a1h'ei·i-,. 1 1it1ds111:s. 
One reply (with se\'eral ot ht>rs l w:is. ''\\'he11 the "ni· Is l>Y•'l', 
llw yoUl!!.t'l' ;,.e11eratlo11 c·a11 acid a to\\ l'I' and 1 hl' l1l•at1t~ ... 
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