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A convert of John Vesley•s,,one 
Robert Williams established himself in 
the Ga.aber area in the late 1700's, was 
the earliest founder and leader of what 
grew to be Ca.lva.ry Methodist. 'nle present 
brick structure of Aaerican bond has pointed 
arch stained glass windows whose siaple 
lines create a note of eletance in an 
otherwise rather stocky, solid building. 
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a NAME Providence Meeting House 
H1srnR1c Providence Methodist Protestant Church 

AND/OR COMMON 
Calvary United Methodist Church 

. lfJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER J9J9 Gamber Road (MD 91) 

CITY. TOWN 
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Maryland 
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OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 
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%-OCCUPIED 

~-UNOCCUPIED 
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_.x3UI LDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 
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_BEING CONSIDERED 
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.. 
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I Calvary Methodist Church 

STREET & NUMBER 

3939 Ga.mber Road 
CITY. TOWN 

X...YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_oNO 

Finksburg _ VICINITY OF 

E!LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. Carroll county Court House 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC. 
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225 North Center Street 
CITY. TOWN 
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14 
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-EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 
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_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 
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l'£J DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

.~ORiGfNAL SITE ~EXCELLENT 
,,.'GooD 
_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

_,XALTERED 
,f']./.J 

_MOVED DATE f';:(' / 
, , / 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

1827 - log church na.:ned Providence Meeting House and it stood about 250 yards 
below the present church. 

1872 - second church was brick 
n 

1~7 - "nrl.s American Bond brick church sits about twenty yerds off the south/east 
side of Maryland Route 91_ which runs between Finksburg and Gamber, It is perched 
on a hill facing N/v. The gable roofs of this structure which is ta.sically a 
stocky L-shape, are covered with standing seaa and end in a box cornice. 

The Sfn side accomoda.tes an all brick, square tower with turretts at 
each corner. Under the open bel.f'ry which has pointed arch openings on every side 
is dental brickwork. Below this in ea.ch exposed side of the tower is a small 
po:!nted arch window. Below this, and on the ground level is the front entmnce 
eneased in a pointed arch frame, with recessed double 6/pa.nel doors, and. a 
stained glass transom which reads "Providence M.J?. Church". Tha transom has 
three rows of brick voussoir trim. On this same level and on the other exposed 
wall is a pointed arch stained glass.'window. 

The tower stands in the corner of the L between the short and long leg. 
The short leg, farthest south, has a group of three stained glass pointed arch 
windows on its ~ble wall, a. large central one and two smaller flanking it. ·
This wall also acco:noda.tes ari_exterior single brick chimney, and it is connected 
to t!'\3 1963 brick addition at t.1le southernmost corner. (the above windows, a.s do 
all others have plain wood trim and double rows of voussoir brick trim). . 
Tha northeast side is the sa.me as the fomer, but without the tower a.n.i -with a single 
entrance door with a pointed, stained glass tra.nso:1 on the short leg of the N/w ·., 
wall, which leads into the na.ve. 

'lb.e northeast front ua.11 ha.s deco:rative brickwork under the gable a.nd 
the same window group . is as the other gable walls; one .·large,· two flanking small.' 

'!he southeast back is a la.ter addition to the church and the original 
back nall is mostly unexposed. 'lbe only exposed section of this S/E wall is a 
o:ne-00.y, double six-panelled door with a sta.ined. glass transom, ani plain wood 
trim. '!his addition has a three-bay s/w side wall of two windows and OM 
single door, and. a. two-bay S/E back wall, the sa.u for.nation as its opposite wall. 

INTEP.IOR • • • is eight :pews deep with three sen-circular rows of pewl? ~i th an aisle 
~tween ea.ch row and an aisle on the end. The carpeted floor slants towards t."le 
south/east c.lia.ncel. The pointed arch ceiling a.na. walls are plastered. · 

A :panelled wood foliing divider spea::rates the rave and the northern 
fello~ship area which accomoda.tes t.~e N/'tl stained glass window group. South of this, 
is the sr.t3.ll rectangular na%thex with three tmnsoaed doors leading to the out- _ 
side, fellowship room and nave. The door to the nave is a double six-ISnelled 
one with a pointed arch stained glass tr.ansolll. The northeast wall of the 
nave has three bays, one large point=.\d arch window and two smaller ones flanking 
it. All windows are recessed and. have deep !Sills. 

The southwest wall has two b3.ys of windows and one ba.y door which leads 
to the na~ section. 

On the right side of tha southeast chancel and altar are two windo~s 
ar.d on the left a. double six-i:an9lled door with a stained glass transom.. (Th.is 
is the sa.TRe door mentioned on t.'1e remaining exposed section of the back wall. ) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



D SIGNIFICANCE 

>ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PRtHISTORIC _J\RCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANN!~•G _LANDSCAPE ARCHi rECTURE 
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_J..Rf 
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BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

t· 
~REUG10'< 

_SCIH;CE 

_SClJLPTUR~-

__ SOCiAVHU \1Ati!1 ARIAN 

_THEATER 

_ TRA~iSPORTA TIOt; 

_QTH~R \SPEOFYl 

The building, though modern, represents a history significant to Metho
dism in the county. Methodism in Gamber dates be.ck to the late 1700's when a 
convert of John Wesley's, one Robert Williallls came from England and settled on 
an old farmhouse. He also arected a primitive sod house for preaching -he is 
discussed in CARR. -4J, the forJJter Mount Pleasant Methodist. 

The congregation which grew fro11 Williams' beginnings, purchased a piece 
of land, built a log church in 1827, and named it Providence Meeting House. Very 
shortly thereafter, in 1828, the church split as it did nationally, over church 
issues concerning self-government and equal rights for laity and clergy. The land 
and Providence Meetiri.g House were given t~ the supporters of equalization, the 
Methodist Protestants. The Methodist Episcopai:s, moved out after dissension was . 
- iperficially settled to various meeting places and finally to a log structure on 
.-:U:yland 32. - This was in 184J. The congregation incorporated itself as the 
Mt. l?leasant Episcopal Church. In 1872, erected was a stone .Church on the same 

-Aj;>ot. Today it is the home of Emmanuel Baptist Church (Carr. -4J). 
Meanwhile, Providence bad kept its name since the split. Worship ·con

tinued in the log structure :from 1827-1872, which st~ about two hundred and fifty 
yards below the present Calvary Church. In 1872 a. second church of brick was 
built anil proved adequate until 1907' when the present structure was built, still 
under the name of Providence. 

The "Providence Spilt" in 1828 predated the formation of the first Metho
di st Protestant Conference in Baltimore in 1830. These Methodist Protestants of 
Gamber were worshipping under that title two years before formal meetings took 
place in Baltimore. They may have been the first church congregation of' M.P.'s 
anywhere. 

The Methodist Episcoi:als and Met~r-~ merged informally in 1939, due 
partly to the youth of both congregations. Every Sunday, during the divided years 
one group would travel to the others churcll for Christian meetings, to keep the 
two congregation$ together spiritually, if not physically. !his well meant un
dercurrent gave the two congregations a secondary, but single focal point. 

Once a natiom,l merger occured, local ones followed: In December of' 194-3 
the Methodist Churches_ were reunited under the name 'Calvary' and under the Pro
vidence roof. 'lbe :reunion produced pain and joy in varying degrees between 
pa.rishoners and within relationships, nevertheless the C@ngregation grew. In 
the early 6o•s the church eX}Bnded its facilities with a new church school and 
parsonage. Since 1965 the congregation bas allllost doubled. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

[t!]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE . Ma.ryla.rA COUNTY Carroll 

STA1E COUNTY 

[!!FORM PREPARED BY 
NA:t. E n1TLE Fredi Eckhardt historic s.i te surveyor 

ORGANIZATION . . DATE 

Carroll County Co:omittee d the Maryland Historical Trust Winter 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

210 East Main Street 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Westminster Maryland 

The Maryland Hi~toric Sites· Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of th~ Maryland Legislature, to he found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes·only and do not:constitute any infringe-. 
ment of individual property rights. 
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7 D:SSCRIFTION 

1872 Church 

CA..lffi. -171 

Providence Meeting House 
Providence Methodist Protesta~t Church 
Calvary United Methodist Church 

••• was a 3 x 4 bay brick structure with a front interior, square, oyen 
belfry. Windows on this one and a half story church appears to have been 4/4 panes, 
double hung sash, with- plain trim. '!be gable roof Md a box cornice supported. by 
decorative brackets. A gable roofed porch with a central landing and two one-
run stairs on either side led to it and the front entrance. Working basement "Kin
dows appear to have been the same as the first story. 

The back of the church accomodated a single brick chimney with a brick 
rounded-arch cover. The cemetary stood behind. 



Methodism in Gamber and Vicinity 
/':\ethodl~rn in the Gom!>cr vi(.inity date:; bode to lhc lcte 17co·s -.,·hen one 

r.cvcrend Pobc·t V\rii!'.cim:;, c c•·H··1~rt of Jo!-n Wesle1, co:;:-:i"l ~'tirn Eng!ond ond 
settled on tht> form !clcr l,nov,:1 cs t 11c old Slavsmcn fc:rm ('lcw the Oiin Gdmes 
prO;>erty.) Ti~ere, l"!eClr C S1)rin-i '. !? b:;!j,; (' )c-~ci;,;• !-Od (:)V(:':·c:d dv.:".!J1·19 in which he 
lived. Following the f:ng.lish "ord~r of hous-P. mo('tinss or s::>dety meetl119s he 
opc•10cl it fo: wo:shio ond prerJched the gos:n~I. Reper'~ ore that peo?Jle wouid 
cor1c from greot distc::ccs and the room wouid be so full "n: the reviv~I mect
in9:; that they would st ~nd the little folks up in the windows lo :nake more room" 

This congrec~tion purdlClsed o piece of lar:d o:id built a log church in 1827 
colling i: the Providence Meeting House. But Methodis:n in Gcmbar was to 90 
two dire~tions just as it w~s destined to move in two directions in the national 
scene of American Melhodi•m. A sharp C.:iSO!Jreement S!)lit the congregation. 
Sc1uire Stoc!:'5dcla settled the dissension by awarding the building and land to 
t!i,,r,e who were for d1urch self-government and equal right" ::f clerny and laity. 
TnP "Yrr.;lcith;zors of the ep:scopal form of church polity moved out. 

ihe M. E.'s rented for c short time an old school house on the Deer Park form 
down next to the Ivory Poper Mill Road; la!er moving to a big shad near Louis
ville. The Providence people were no~ without syr:ip:slny for their M. E. bre!hren 
and showed their brotherly concern by a gift of $300 for their new building. 

The M. E.'s were later given property by Lloyd Pool fronting on the Westmin~ter 
and Sykesville state road, about nine miles south-east cf Westminster. The flrst 
building was a log building, erected about 1843 and possibly earlier. It was 
nomed the Mount Pleasant Meihodist Episcopal Chapel of Carroll County, 
Maryland. 
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