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The Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike Milestone No. 31 is an object associated with the early nineteenth century turnpike that 
connected Baltimore with Gettysburg, Pennsylvania . Present-day MD 140, MD 97, and PA97 follow the path of the historic 
turnpike . Milestones were laid out at one mile intervals along the side of the road . Owned by the State of Maryland and located on 
the edge of the MD Route 97 right-of-way, Milestone No. 31 remains accessible to the public, north of Westminster in Carroll 
Co unty. The stone, which dates to the early nineteenth century, is currently surrounded by a low brick wall, 35 inches wide by 25 
inches deep. The stone projects about 22 inches above grade. It is 12.5-inches wide and 9 .5 inches thick, with a rounded top. The 
inscription on the stone's front face reads, "31 M to B" meaning 31 miles to Baltimore. The other three faces bear no inscription. 
The stone's material is a white limestone. 

In 1805, the Maryland General Assembly granted charters for several turnpike companies to construct, maintain, and collect tolls . 
The Baltimore and Reisterstown Turnpike Company was one of these companies, and its route originated at Franklin Street and 
Pennsylvania A venue in Baltimore City and routed in a northwesterly direction to Reisterstown, where it split into two branches . 
The north branch then routed through Spring Garden (now Hampstead) and Manchester en route to Hanover in York County, 
Pennsylvania. The west branch traveled through Westminster where it then divided again, with one route heading north towards 
Littlestown, Pennsylvania, and one route heading further west towards Uniontown, Maryland. The turnpike was completed in 1815 . 
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As a matter of course, the turnpike company placed milestones to mark the distance to or from a destination for travelers. 
Milestone No. 3 1 is located between Westminster and Littlestown, just south of Union Mills. In 1837, the year Carroll County was 
created from parts of Frederick and Baltimore Counties, the boundaries of the Myers District, or Third District of Carroll County, 
were described to include reference to the 33rd mile stone of the Littlestown and Westminster turnpike (1). 

The selection ofa turnpike route between Westminster and Littlestown relates to the influence of the Shriver family of nearby 
Union Mills, located a few miles north of this location, just west of MD 97. David Shriver, Sr. represented Frederick County in the 
1776 Constitutional Convention and represented Frederick County in the Maryland House of Delegates from 1794-96 and 1799-
1803. He served as Maryland State Senator from 1804-10 (2). Around 1800, two of his sons, Andrew and David, Jr., purchased an 
estate on Big Pipe Creek which they renamed Union Mills and built a grist mill, saw mill , and wool-carding factory in addition to 
the already existing tannery and mercantile store. The location of Union Mills was on an existing stagecoach route between 
Baltimore and Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, but the prospect of a turnpike that connected Westminster and Littlestown and 
eventually Baltimore and Pittsburgh (via Gettysburg) made this an important transportation route (3). 

Andrew Shriver began advocating for roads servicing his property as early as 1798. That year he wrote Congressman George Baer, 
Jr. to request a post office road from Littlestown or Hanover through Westminster to Baltimore (4). Baer, who was from Frederick, 
had been a member of the State House of Delegates in 1794, and served in the U.S House of Representatives from 1797-180 I (5) . 

Shriver also made repeated requests for a post office at Union Mills and for a post road to Daniel Heister, Baer' s successor, who 
served as Representative of Maryland ' s Fourth District from 1802-04 (6). As stated above, the Baltimore and Reisterstown 
Turnpike was approved in 1805, and construction began around 1806. At some point, David Shriver, Jr., who had served in the 
Maryland militia and was considered a civil engineer, was appointed superintendent of construction of the Baltimore-Reisterstown 
Turnpike, which was completed in 1815 (7). In 1807, David Shriver, Jr. represented Frederick County in the Maryland House of 
Delegates in 1807 (just 4 years after his father had left the same office) (8). In January I 8 I 0, David Shriver, Jr. was named a 
commissioner for a turnpike between Westminster and Hagerstown (9) . David Shriver, Jr. wrote to his brother Andrew in 1810 
regarding supplying stone for turnpike construction ( 10). In 18 I 1, Andrew advocated for David 's appointment as superintendent 
of the National Road, a post he held from about I 8 I 2-20 (I 1 ). During this period, Shriver oversaw the design and construction of 
the Casselman River Bridge in 1813 {12). Under Shriver's direction, the road reached Wheeling, WV, and he was commissioned 
to make surveys for the road ' s expansion to St. Louis (13). 

The Maryland State Roads Commission purchased the Baltimore and Reisterstown Turnpike in I 915 as the last operating turnpike 
in Maryland (14) . According to State of Maryland State Highway System maps, this section ofroadway was assigned the route 
number Maryland Route 97 in 1979. The Carroll County Regional Airport was constructed in 1966, and the surrounding area is 
now characterized by warehouse and industrial park development. An adjacent dwelling, the Hipped-Roof House (MU-IP # CARR-
750) inventoried as abandoned in 1983, is no longer extant. Its MIHP documentation includes no information regarding Turnpike 
Milestone No. 31. Research revealed no other previous documentation of Turnpike Milestone No. 31 . 

Other turnpike milestones extant in Maryland include those along the National Pike listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1975 ; the Baltimore and York Turnpike Milestone No. 9 (BA-2999, determined eligible for listing under Criterion A in 
2002); the Baltimore and Harford Turnpike Milestone No. 14 (BA-3276, detennined eligible for listing under Criterion A in 
2012); and a Philadelphia Road Milestone No. 22 in Abington (HA-868, unevaluated) . Other extant milestones related to the 
Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike include Milestone No. 7 (BA-2999, determined eligible under Criterion A in 2002) and 
Milestones No. 16 (BA-1333) and 17 (BA-1264) which are included in the NRHP-listed Reisterstown Historic District. These 
turnpike milestones all share the same shape and measurement format. 
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The Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike Milestone No . 31 was relocated to its current location in 1989, according to as-built plans . 
Thus it no longer maintains its exact historic location, but it does retains important characteristics of its location, on the side of 
Littlestown Pike visible to the traveling public . The surrounding brick and concrete base dates to 1989 and is not historic (15). The 
milestone itselfretains its overall design and material. The workmanship of the carved inscription retains the appearance of hand 
carving. The stone ' s overall feeling and association is of an early nineteenth century turnpike marker and its association with the 
Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike, although the setting has evolved from an agricultural landscape along a busy turnpike to light 
industry along a busy, modern highway. 

The Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike Milestone No. 31 is evaluated for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under 
Criteria A, B , and C. Due to its association with early statehood transportation history, Milestone No. 31 is eligible under Criterion 
A. Although the Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike is associated with David Shriver, Milestone No. 31 is not specifically associated 
with his work as a civil engineer; therefore the milestone is not eligible under Criterion B . Milestone No. 31 is an example of the 
turnpike milestone form that is found throughout Maryland, and it is a good example of the form. The hand carving of the 
inscription is evident, but this is not a particularly significant example of workmanship. The turnpike milestone's overall design is 
simplistic, and the milestone does not convey its significance from its design . Thus, Milestone No. 31 is not eligible under 
Criterion C. The Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike Milestone No. 31 is not evaluated under Criterion Das part of this assessment. 

The milestone ' s period of significance is 1805 to 1915, encompassing the existence of the Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike. The 
historic boundary for the milestone is limited to the milestone itself. 

(1) J. Thomas Scharf, "History of Western Maryland" (Philadelphia, 1882, reprinted Baltimore: Regional Publishing Company, 
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construction by 181 I . ) 

(8) "David Shriver, Jr. ( 1769-1852)" Archives of Maryland (Biographical Series), Maryland State Archives , copyright August 2, 
2005. Accessed http ://msa .maryland.gov 7 October 2014. 

(9) William Kilty et. al (eds). "An Act to Incorporate a Company to make a turnpike Road from the Town of Westminster, in 
Frederick County, through Harman's Gap, to Hager's-Town, in Washington County." The Laws ofMaryland from the End of the 
Year 1799, with a Full Index, and the Constitution of This State, as Adopted by the Convention, with the Several Alterations by 
Acts of Assembly: and an Appendix Containing the Land Laws; with the resolutions Considered Proper to be Published. Vol. 192, 
Page 941. Available on line http ://aomol.msa.maryland.gov/000001/000192/html/aml 92--94 I .html. Accessed 13 October 2014. 

(I 0) "Shriver Family Papers, 1712-1876, MS 750.1" 

(11) Kemp. 

( 12) "A Bridge Built To Last." "Directions", Maryland Department of Transportation, Vol. 21 , No. 3 (Fall 1991 ), p. 6. 

( 13) Samuel S. Shriver, "History of the Shriver Family and their Connections: 1684-1888." (Baltimore, Guggenheimer, Weil & 
Co, 1888), 110. Available on line at http:www.unionmills.org/green_book/chapterl 6.htm. Accessed 7 October, 2014. 

( 14) "Last Toll Road to Go : Commission Decides to Buy Reisterstown Turnpike." The Baltimore Sun, April 29, 1915, pg. I 0 
accessed via ProQuest Historical Newspapers . 

(15) Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway Administration, "Plans of Proposed Safety & Resurfacing Project on 
Md. Rte . 97 From Md. Rte. 140 to 2.1 Mi. North of Stone Road (SHA Contract No. CL 731-501-777)", April 1989. 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B c D Considerations: A B c D E F G 

MHT Comments: 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

Reviewer, National Register Program Date 



Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike Mileston No. 31 (CARR-1734) 
East side , Littlestown Pike (MD 97) 
(Carroll County, Westminster Quad) 

1:12,000+ 



1395 971 
62.97' A. 

P.~6 

i2 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike Mileston No. 31 (CARR-1734) 
East side, Littlestown Pike (MD 97) 
(Carroll County, Westminster Quad) 

\ 
\ 
i 
\ 

....... 

1 :6,000 

· .... ·, 

N 

'• 
' 

+ 



INDEX OF SHEETS 

TITLE SHEET 0 
.:o:::. t ••••• 

MD. 

2. TYPICAL SECTIONS MafJ'land Department o!Tiansportat1on 
3. -22. PLAN SHEETS 

23.-27. SOIL EROSION S SEDIMENT CONTROL SHEETS STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
28 . SUMMARY SHEET 

~ 

c::::=J - WIDENING 

CONVENTIONAL SIGNS 

aTATl,COIJNTYOflcm'UNES. _________ _____ _ 

l"MM'DS8>GUUU>IUIL . _ •••• • •• • ••••••••••. 

flU:llll«lOUloAOML •••••••••••• • •••••••• • 

l'ENCEUNI! .. •••.• • • • •••••••••••••••• •• • 

lllOHTOPWATi.a. • • • •• •••••••••••••• • ••• 

~GM)ADW,\T •••••••••• • • •••••• • •••• 
llAl.JIOll.O .• • •••••••• _______________ ••• 

USl!:OlllUll'IEYlWE • ••••••• • •••••. .•• •• • 

~ 
~ 

f'lllEH'l'D'IAHT.... . . . .. . . ...... . . . . . . ... . + 
l'~CULYllJT • •• ••••• • •••••. •• • • • ••• ~ 
vtllTlftO CUL'l!WT •.•••• • ••••• · · · - - . •••••• fl::~!:! :..:. ::: :II 
OllTifrlG O#IOP INl..U ···-----·-·----·--·-·· ~·!'::;:--:;:=::.~: 
UTlllTYPOt.l.... . ... .. . .... . ...... ..... . ¢ 
MAASH .••••••• •• • •• • •••• ------ ------ -- 1l ""- ..ll ~ j. 
HEDGl ____________ __ __ _ ____ _ __ __ _ _ _ ___ ~ 

INUT Sf.DIMllfT ""°' ·--·-----------------· 1Q1 1.u 

OROUNOfl.fVATIOtl •• • •••••••••••••••••• • • ~ 
GllADEREVATIOlll • •• . ••• ••••••• • •• __ ____ __ ~ 

IHT8'C(l"TO!lffillllil •••••••••••••••• •• • •••• 

="~ 
CMA..a. S"-.' FE.NCI •• _. _________________ _ 

Sl.CW'f P.T 'UCl •••••• ----------. _. ---· _ ~·-< 

STl!AWl.Al.lt'lllUCT\IJll! •••.•••••••••• • •••• • •t--.&-.......-1 

f'lAC'fD!W«AJ>Dn'al _ _ __ __ __ ___ ____ _ ____ _ !! 
=:::~-~-~~:=_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_ aHffiaJ 
TEfllPOIUJ1¥aEDIME"'TllAl'WITHSLTF£HCE •••• ~1~ 

TEMPOAAll'l'SB>ililEN' TllAl'WITHSTRAWMLU • ••. ~:~ 

::::::=:i:=------------ - -~'~ 

PLANS OF PROPOSED SAFETY 8 RESURFACING PROJECT ON MD. RTE . 97 
FROM MD. RTE . 140 TO 2.1 Ml. NORTH OF STONE ROAD 

FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. 

S .H . A . CONTRACT NO. CL 731-501-777 

1988 1993 

AVBIAOEDAL'f'TJl.AFFC (A.l).T,J I 15,000 2:0,000 
DUIGft HOURU VOLUME (D.K.'1.1 I 10% "'"' ~":l"LOCSTilll9llTIOIC I 60 .. 60 ... 

""' ""' . " .... 
40/50 MPH 

fUHCT10HALCl.AliSIFICATION RURAL · MINOR ARTERIAL 

CONTJIOL °''ACCESS NONE 

INTENINT'I OF DEYEU>PMENT RURAL 

ROLLING 
ANTEIPATIDl'OST£Dll'&D 1~50MPH 

PROJECT 
LIMITS UTILITIES 

NOTE · EXISTING UTILITIES SHOWN ON Tf£ DRAW"lGS ARE FOR 
THE CONVENIENCE CF THE CONTRACTOR ONL~ THE S.H.A. 

DOES NOT WARRANT OR GUARANTEE THE CORRECTNESS 
OR COMPLETENESS CF THE INFORMATION GIVEN . THE 
CONTRACTOR MUST VERIFY ALL INFORMATION TO 
HIS I HER SATISFACTION . 

RIGHT <!" WAY LINES 

NOTE ' RIGHT OF WAY LINES SHOWN ON THESE PLANS 00 NOT 
INCLUDE EASEMENTS. THEY ARE FOR ASSISTANCE IN 
INTERPRETING THE PLANS . THESE LINES 00 NOT 
REPRESENT THE OFFICIAL FEE RIGH T OF WAY ANO EASEMENT 
INFORMATION SEE APPROPRIATE RIGHT OF WAY PLAT 
OR PLATS 

WETLANDS 

NOTE' IT IS IMPERATE THAT ALL CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 
REMAIN OUTSIDE ALL "WETLANDS AREAS, EVEN THOUGH 
THEY MAY BE OCYOl'll THE CONSTRUCTION LIMITS OR 
OUTSIDE OF THE RIGHT OF WAY .WETLANDS ARE 
DESIGNATED ON PLANS . 

,!Wi:flll'-o,c.11J1w1-,dMrillc..,-. 
~-/" .............. bl_ _ ..... pWl __ ""lr__.,. 
po.-~ ... ""'~Pl'olilel 

.... -·~--- .... ~---..._..~-.. ,,_,,....,. .. _,,, ___ ...._ 
w...~ ... ~-

A#P"°"Al ~NOfD 

~~~~ .. + ,...~-=::a: 

~i?4fL1 w,J;fl 

-; 



HISTORICAL MILE MARKER 
DETAIL 

STA. 68+50 RT. 

z'-o" 

~ I 

rr1; I .1 . I ,.1,1 ""·"'" • s· CUITUIS wz" tlCAllA/llCt 

z• s· s s 

OIJl5!D£ 5.P!!OCIU wwn;11ncyurp SfCf!ONS 

Wt.•'" S • li"JI. • ( , t- tl<le 1l>•w"'• • - 11"4 

Whtr• $ ) fi 0
.C, , ... oidO 1-'40f 11 Ole ..... 10- Dt -·-qi 

-•S•S"Jl..,c,1>19•tW•t"'°"ld.,•·Z"4 
""••SIS'll.,1>lt1>1idetl>-h11epW .. ll'or;u, 
... , 1 .... t0U"'"'' - .,.,,flt 7'11. th-pie -S•tl'We, S~-l<lo• •-+ '""' 

l• upor1lue,.doec:1i.a, .... 1<11 aitt•t , ct•1••le" . 

l 12· J 
11:·11-1~~· I 

i--lllOAOWAY I SHOU..·0~1 

I I I 
,<:!{~ .... - 1 .... _ I 

TYPIJ;)\l NORMAL HALF SECTION 

0 
0 
CV 
© 
Ci) 

(!) 

0 

T'fPE
0
A' 

SCALE { 

TYPICAL SECTIONS 

I 112° 

,. 
A 112• NOMlfo;lL BITU MINOUS CONCIHTE llS( WIOCNINC FOR SHOUl,.O[RS 

VAll1l8l( 0£,TH TOPSOIL AHO/OR '-RAOCO .IGGUGATE SUll.IS[ COURSC FOflGll.IOE 
.IOJUSTMCNT AS oau:crco IY [NGIN[[lt 

1"" IA:S[ OOU!llSE U!llNG (;A.t.0£0 .IGGft[GATE 

SU8Gf!A0[ 8 L1M!T C.ClASSI [XCAV.ITION 

l__-" r·---~'L4l1 

~PH.llt 
.l(lolo,)'l[0 

I ,,.,_,,. I 
I I 

WIDENING HAL F SECTION 
STA. 13+00 TO STA . ~oi!: 1c.u! 

,. 

+ ST0.11'1: A C0"'81Jrlllll0N CU':I 8 GJTT[R(l2° &UtT(R PlN-l 0 D£'1lll 
TO 8C INST&U.CCrnot.t St& I!+'° TO SU.lltSO 

r-· ,.. : ,... 11..!.'. 

c;-r,i~_:.Q 

"5 l!Ull1 WIOOIJNG !l[tTION 
STA.I'! •II 'l'O 2U TO NOTt: : CURB 8 GtlTTtH £ftOS AT STA. 11+~ 
~SONl'OfllCKAfllGCOlr!TINGSHOULJ>UI 9°lWICK•OOV(RY 

BITUMINOUS CONCRETE PATCHING TYPICAL 

F 0:15TINO .IGGR(llAT[ BA$[ IS l.»ISOtT•ILC , REMOVE 8 

:i:-c·T~~: ~:c::;llEGITC BAS( TO A !)[ PTll AS 

NOT[: TM[S[IJ!t:Alll.[ASTOSCP.t.TC14[QASOIJll[CTltll'rOIQIN[(ll , 

~lid:Z.Ill:~.!'1.L . -~-l!U ---· -- STA". 7.;.;; --- ,;;-,·u-

~
u- DtSn.: I __ !!-!!.!._~.,!l1~Stn•100\Ci:!::~~ :::='. 

" •t:WOl••• ,.,..,,,. u"••t•·ol'U• i1u+e.TP•""-~1 .. tH1t.•ZL •..... . ____ "'. •90 __ z~ 
~lt2.ilA.lt"l'1r•dt'N.'9Jtil)flR.~.!'JI.~-- - '\-L-Wi. 

1· oor.-o.cc1111un ..... _~.,!9~~ --···- ---:;:t:gg.-~~ 

UIST!W; -~- -- !Wlif~f:~~\~~~~®._~~-~ 
l P-""ClllUIT r~~--~.;G.Oll ~oA lf;atl&lf)io -~tJ~'z~Z.:'6jllxi-_=· = -~:.:: ~ 

,...._,_111oc .. w .. ~111 MGllADC •[O«llM-111-'""'K'~~-"''' •(DG( tt.J0.22):1~1.2i.J~ ~~50 z~ 
:-:i::,1:-.:.:~tOll~\~1"' ....:~~·:M~~~~-"-~ «llMM t~~~~n~~-l~ ~ H~.-:gg.:.~--:.!·~2s· I 
~ 

S JAr.fQ ROADWAY COtfiTR!!Cl(}NADJACEti.L.. 

W fX§IING PAYf!.ENT 

STATE OF MARYLAND 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

STATE HIGHWAY AOMINISTRA.TION 

DISTRICT 7 SPECIAL PROJECTS 

COHT NO Cl 731 ~.'1Pu'il<fw1 IHf:U000.....2....0f" 



lllllil UIS'!a.IC: DlfCH 200LF(IOOLFO<ICA SIO£} ~ 

"'"""-"'"'"'""'-"''""'"-"""'"""" 1 

INLET SEDIMENT TRAP 
STA . 61 + 40 LT. 
STA. 68+30 RT. 

llEWOY( [l.ISllNCi ""50MltY. CO"Sl"1f:l 1 ... SlD. co.a.£ ~111..C: 
'K'tlC.LlO.[G W/14SOYDS. S

0
C011C11(T[GUll[1Ll'LACI!: &OllllOW 

i:xcavn10t.· TYl'EISCU'l'!ll&~r011l'IW!"f;llDllAllllACETOl'SOIL, 
stte•wlJl.CH 

;'~"° 
~-=:t_ _(~ -C- :---t-- - -

..;ci:;~r•utt 

MO . 

~-{=-- ~=1.- --- -- -- --# ... -
-~ / 

"'"' ~ •"'·""'-~ -- -..;;J -(-c-- - - -Y-- '-<""" -,_---- ,..,• = -
J / fL ~ i~ h__ cal' iox LeG &hl!iOU!I / 

l!IGIU .C ji " LIN!>VtGlll ,. 
r:so.49 - • ii LllOAAOWi • ;ii cuu ,.r ·u·,..»u ~;: 

I 5"WOODPOST1 ~i ~ r:ot·~ ::iii 

IHSTALL TllArFICUlllllEll 'w·e[AW ~v 
INSlA1.L2:1-.f'J1"C.ll.CNDFLAllCS. 

SCALE "'" •· ·~" 

• --\ '&~-_, 
~llO"LOCl.llT 

ll[MOY[ [lUSTING lz9C.lll.P, lS LF . 
IJISTAU. 15°C . ... P; 1•G.o. . l!iLF a1-
15" METAL END SEC'TKIN . 

CQt.ISlllUCT IN. SlD SlliGL[ 0Pf'""1G TYPE 'K INl.LT 
o.£ .G. W/ 7 so YDS. s"COHClftn: GUlT[ll PLAC[ l:tOllllDW 
UCAYATION TYP(I SW. VOS. &Gl'IACCFOJIPlllQP£11 Olll.INAGE 
TOP!IO!t..,S££D&WULCH 

L ..... "" ... ,, .. ., ............ ,, .. ""·~~" 
WIL[ .. UKEll D£T.l.1L ON TYPICl.1.SE:C'TIONSHCCl . AS 
t:Mll(CT[O ltY(NGIH[(ll 

STATE OF MARYLAND 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
MARYLAM> ROUTE 97 

DllTlllCl 1 SPIClALPll'OJ[CTS 

IHllTNO ..!_OF Zll 



Project No.: CL214A21 

Maryland State Highway Administration 
Cultural Resources Section 

Photo Log 

Project Name: MD 97 from Pleasant Valley Road to Magna Way 
MIHP No.: CARR-1734 
Property Name: Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike Milestone No. 31 
County: Carroll County 
Photographer: Rebecca Crew 
Date: 2 October 20 I 4 
Ink and Paper Combination: Epson UltraChrome pigmented ink/Epson Premium Luster Photo 
Paper 

CD/DVD: Verbatim, CD-R, Archival Gold 

Imaee File Name Description of View 
CARR-1734 2014-10- View facing east towards milestone. 
02 01 
CARR-1734 2014-10- View facing southeast towards milestone. 

02 02 

CARR-1734 2014-10- View facing west towards milestone. 

02 03 

CARR-1734 2014-10- View facing north towards milestone. 

02 04 


















