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As a matter of course, the turnpike company placed milestones to mark the distance to or from a destination for travelers.
Milestone No. 31 is located between Westminster and Littlestown, just south of Union Mills. In 1837, the year Carroll County was
created from parts of Frederick and Baltimore Counties, the boundaries of the Myers District, or Third District of Carroll County,
were described to include reference to the 33rd mile stone of the Littlestown and Westminster turnpike (1).

The selection of a turnpike route between Westminster and Littlestown relates to the influence of the Shriver family of nearby
Union Mills, located a few miles north of this location, just west of MD 97. David Shriver, Sr. represented Frederick County in the
1776 Constitutional Convention and represented Frederick County in the Maryland House of Delegates from 1794-96 and 1799-
1803. He served as Maryland State Senator from 1804-10 (2). Around 1800, two of his sons, Andrew and David, Jr., purchased an
estate on Big Pipe Creek which they renamed Union Mills and built a grist mill, saw mill, and wool-carding factory in addition to
the already existing tannery and mercantile store. The location of Union Mills was on an existing stagecoach route between
Baltimore and Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, but the prospect of a turnpike that connected Westminster and Littlestown and
eventually Baltimore and Pittsburgh (via Gettysburg) made this an important transportation route (3).

Andrew Shriver began advocating for roads servicing his property as early as 1798. That year he wrote Congressman George Baer,
Jr. to request a post office road from Littlestown or Hanover through Westminster to Baltimore (4). Baer, who was from Frederick,
had been a member of the State House of Delegates in 1794, and served in the U.S House of Representatives from 1797-1801 (5).

Shriver also made repeated requests for a post office at Union Mills and for a post road to Daniel Heister, Baer’s successor, who
served as Representative of Maryland’s Fourth District from 1802-04 (6). As stated above, the Baltimore and Reisterstown
Turnpike was approved in 1805, and construction began around 1806. At some point, David Shriver, Jr., who had served in the
Maryland militia and was considered a civil engineer, was appointed superintendent of construction of the Baltimore-Reisterstown
Turnpike, which was completed in 1815 (7). In 1807, David Shriver, Jr. represented Frederick County in the Maryland House of
Delegates in 1807 (just 4 years after his father had left the same office) (8). In January 1810, David Shriver, Jr. was named a
commissioner for a turnpike between Westminster and Hagerstown (9). David Shriver, Jr. wrote to his brother Andrew in 1810
regarding supplying stone for turnpike construction (10). In 1811, Andrew advocated for David’s appointment as superintendent
of the National Road, a post he held from about 1812-20 (11). During this period, Shriver oversaw the design and construction of
the Casselman River Bridge in 1813 (12). Under Shriver’s direction, the road reached Wheeling, WV, and he was commissioned
to make surveys for the road’s expansion to St. Louis (13).

The Maryland State Roads Commission purchased the Baltimore and Reisterstown Turnpike in 1915 as the last operating turnpike
in Maryland (14). According to State of Maryland State Highway System maps, this section of roadway was assigned the route
number Maryland Route 97 in 1979. The Carroll County Regional Airport was constructed in 1966, and the surrounding area is
now characterized by warehouse and industrial park development. An adjacent dwelling, the Hipped-Roof House (MIHP # CARR-
750) inventoried as abandoned in 1983, is no longer extant. Its MIHP documentation includes no information regarding Turnpike
Milestone No. 31. Research revealed no other previous documentation of Turnpike Milestone No. 31.

Other turnpike milestones extant in Maryland include those along the National Pike listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1975; the Baltimore and York Turnpike Milestone No. 9 (BA-2999, determined eligible for listing under Criterion A in
2002); the Baltimore and Harford Turnpike Milestone No. 14 (BA-3276, determined eligible for listing under Criterion A in
2012); and a Philadelphia Road Milestone No. 22 in Abington (HA-868, unevaluated). Other extant milestones related to the
Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike include Milestone No. 7 (BA-2999, determined eligible under Criterion A in 2002) and
Milestones No. 16 (BA-1333) and 17 (BA-1264) which are included in the NRHP-listed Reisterstown Historic District. These
turnpike milestones all share the same shape and measurement format.
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The Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike Milestone No. 31 was relocated to its current location in 1989, according to as-built plans.
Thus it no longer maintains its exact historic location, but it does retains important characteristics of its location, on the side of
Littlestown Pike visible to the traveling public. The surrounding brick and concrete base dates to 1989 and is not historic (15). The
milestone itself retains its overall design and material. The workmanship of the carved inscription retains the appearance of hand
carving. The stone’s overall feeling and association is of an early nineteenth century turnpike marker and its association with the
Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike, although the setting has evolved from an agricultural landscape along a busy turnpike to light
industry along a busy, modern highway.

The Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike Milestone No. 31 is evaluated for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under
Criteria A, B, and C. Due to its association with early statehood transportation history, Milestone No. 31 is eligible under Criterion
A. Although the Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike is associated with David Shriver, Milestone No. 31 is not specifically associated
with his work as a civil engineer; therefore the milestone is not eligible under Criterion B. Milestone No. 31 is an example of the
turnpike milestone form that is found throughout Maryland, and it is a good example of the form. The hand carving of the
inscription is evident, but this is not a particularly significant example of workmanship. The turnpike milestone’s overall design is
simplistic, and the milestone does not convey its significance from its design. Thus, Milestone No. 31 is not eligible under
Criterion C. The Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike Milestone No. 31 is not evaluated under Criterion D as part of this assessment.

The milestone’s period of significance is 1805 to 1915, encompassing the existence of the Baltimore-Reisterstown Turnpike. The
historic boundary for the milestone is limited to the milestone itself.
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