
:Jriginally ~rnow:i 3.s Poulson' s Shape l 
2.fter the 12.n'i dono:::-, "Stone Chapel :~etho::list 
Church" is the direct lineal descenlent of the 
fa:no'.ls Stra·tJbridge ".:cog >~eeting :louse. Poul so~' s 
8hapel was e:::-ectei circa 1780, be:Pore Strawbridge's 
death in 1781. In 1783 the log st:!'.'Ucture was 
torn d.o·wn 3.nd. "Strc ·.;"bri:lce St:,0:1e ·~~~, ::;«8J_" w.: s 
built by the second class o~ ?ethoiis"l. Stone 
Chapel tod2.y sta.nds on the same site as th 1733 
building; O'rer the yec:"rs the building h3.S h.q,.J. 
various renoyations and a.i:litio:is cddei. 

, ·-·. r I \ \ c .. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

CARR. -178 

~·.1\6..L A:f cl~ 17f 4 :c& 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Poulsonc::>s Chapel 
st-one Chapel 

Stone Chapel 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER intersection of Stone Chapel & Bowersox Road 

CITY. rowN 

New Windsor 
CONGRESSIONAL DI STRICT 

_x VICINITY OF Warfieldsburg 11 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

£BUILDINGtSI 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

_PRIVATE 

'2(BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME Stone Chapel Methodist Church 

STREET & NUMBER 

STATUS 

'{_OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

~YES RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

StoY\e.. Chapel and Bowersox Roads 
CITY. TOWN 

New Windsor _ v1c1N1TY oF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
couRTHousE. Carroll County Office ~uilding 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC (exempt records) 
STREET & NUMBER 

225 No\th Center Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Westminster 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

COUNTY 

Carroll 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAINMENT 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

XRELIGIOUS 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

2\£76 
STATE, Zl.p code 

Mar;yland 21776 

Liber # : NONE 
Folio #: 

STATE 

MaryJ.and 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

~CELLENT 
~000 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

.kLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XoRIGINAL SITE 

. _MOVED DATE 1788 
/MO. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Stone Chapel sits in a vn.lley two to three yc...xds from Bowersox Road. It 
facessouth - south/east towards its own graveyard which runs stee,PlY up a hill. 
Stone Chapel and Bowersox Road meet at a point a few miles south/east of New Wind
sor. The Chapel can be reached by way of Maryland Route31 from Westminster or 
Maryland Route 407, which runs between Maryland 31 and 27. 

It is a three-bay by four-bay semi-coursed, one-story building with 
a foundation of the same medium. Pointed arch windows are of plain trim, with 
a wood base and red brick accent trim aroun~the arch. The glass is a violet 
color and textured. These double hung, sash windows are 2/2 on the bottom sash, 
with decorative panes on the top sash. The roof is of gable construction, with 
standing seam finish and box cornice. A mo~lding, under the eaves, is cyma
reversa. There is an interior center, side ~himney. 

The back wall has no window, save for a single round one under the 
eaves, with red brick decor around the exterior. Its trim is plain. 
is a combination of textures and colors. On the ground level of the 
half of the back wall is a four panel, four foot high wood, recessed 

The glass 
bottom 
door with 

plain trim. 
The facade has two front doors on either side of a central window 

on the same level\~s the doors. 
same structure anelJ(-ecoration. A 
back wall. Above that are dated 

J • D. 
B. B. 

(eagle etched in stone) 

It is smaller than the side windows, but of the 
round window under the gable is the same as the 
stones which read: 

Built 1783 
1800 

Rebuilt 

Rebuilt 

1884 

The two recessed front doors have the same brick trim as the windows. 
They are each, double wooden doors with two rounded arch moulded panels on top, 
an.. two square panels on the bottom, on each door. 
A cement step and sidewalk lead to the old stone step. A pointed arch transom 
tops the doors. The north/east side has two round pinwheel design, wrought iron, 
open-air vents. They are encased ina square, plain wood frame. 

The south/e:,st side~s altached to a contemporary building with dates 
1951/1976. The surrounding lanu\s forested and farmed. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHfSTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

...:71600-1699 

b1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

_1900-

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_ ~GRICULTURE 

,bRCHITECTURE 

_ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES '(\ '\ ':, 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITI CS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

~~HIGION 
_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

Stone Chapel's beginning in the 1780's marked the beginning of the 
spread of Methodism throughout the States, because it is the direct Lineal successsor 
of Strawbridge's log meeting house. Its origins began with Ibulson's Chapel, a 
log meeting house which was erected in 1781., as the first daughter of the Straw
bridge Meeting house. A Mr. Poulson gave the site for the Chapel on Pipe Creek, 
four miles from the Meeting House and there qegan the second class of Methodism 
in America. Strawbridge's Log Meeting House was semi-abandoned after his death 
in 1781, and in turn :EOulson 's Chapel was erected. 

In 1783, Poulson's log Chapel was torn down, and the present Stone 
Chapel was erected, more correctly known as the Strawbridge Stone Chapel, as a 
monument to the founder of Methodism. The Chapel was reworked and rebuilt in 
1800, with grand efforts by 2 distinguished members, Jesse Dtirbin and Benjamin 
Bennett. The initials on one of the stones under the frortt, facade gable, "J .D. 
& B.B." apparently stand for these two men. The Chapel. was remarked and rebuilt 
again in 1883/84. From 1880 on, it was knownnot as ~trawbridge Stone Chapel 

but as St,:.>:13 ':~:~: .. ~i9J_ ._et[';.:).ii.st (~~pisco~:i.?.,l~: ~~:.,ire::. 7ro: tte ~~~-,.::; 1°"r\•~~ c:-1, th= 
c~1urc~ 2,i._~_ ::.;~:-~3~.>;=:~·~-_---- -._:_~~-~-~_-:_ __ --~ h::.o:;e been. ~TOl"'~~e~l o~. 

-· - ,...,, ,~, ,....,- " 

'.) .._, .:. ~~ ~J. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CARR-118 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

"The beginning of Methodism in Carroll County" 1953 research paper I.a.Rue Ecker 
"Re-dedication of Stone Chapel" Aug. 8, 1885 Democratic Advocate 
pamphlet for "Service of Opening Ch.rch School Building" 1952 
"Pilgrimage to sam's Creek tomorr w will be feature of Me· ~odist Sesqui-Centennial" 

150th Anniversary of Methodism - Carroll Co. Times Oct. 12, 1934 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY -continued-

IIi]GEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY Carroll 

STATE COUNTY 

IDFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Fredi Eckhardt historic Site surveyor 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Carroll Count Committee of the Ma land Historical Trust 
STREET & NUMBER 

210 Fast Main Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Westminster 

848-6494 
STATE 

rtiaryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· I 108 



7 :Jescription 

CAE?., -172-
Poulson.'s Chapel 
Stone Chapel 
:Jew :{indsor 

L7='E:tI0;{- '.I'be two entrance doors lead directly into the nave Khere there is 
space in the back before the nc.ve begins, T!-,is i::; the closest thing to a nar
thex that the ::.mall chapel has, 

Thi:? rectan;rular nave is eight pews dee:p with ,;;, :Liddle :::>.nd. narrow 
side aisles, The s:iall church/chapel is simple, yet very beautiful. ',lhite on 
white is the basic color scheme fo:r w2.lls, trin, pews, ceiling and mouldings, 
.\ central ) 1 ·~ ':)rass and crystal chandelier brightens and enha:'lces the chapel 
considerabJy, 

'~i'e walls are of plaster with 9-n architrave trim baseboard, An 
architrave frieze Givides the wall and the ceiling on the side walls. The out
line of the ceiling is in the shape of a keystone. It is of plaster. Two decora
tive central £'loral mouldings are available on the ceiling for fixtures, Cne 
accomodates the chandelier. 

':::'he ;;ointed arch windows and door frames a:re fra;ned with a pointed 
arch protruding moulding, with a central keystone configuration, This moulding 
fra.'lles the top of each opening; the rest o: the trim is plain. Each window h::ls 
fifteen inch sills. The round windows an either end of the chapel and under the 
gs.,ble are trimmei with :protruding, rour:ded frames with a keystone also. Tne:::e end 
wc.lls are three-bays; the side walls are four-bays, 

~he north~est side wall is four-bays as mentioned, with the southern 
most bay a transformed window, now a door. This recent 6 :r,anelled. door, with 
pointed arch transo~, (from old window) leads to the contemporary structure. 

The south/east wall has four-bays of windows, 
The south/west entrance wall is three-bays; two ~oors on either side 

cf a central window, with a round ,,.,..indow under the gable, 
TJ-,,:; chancel area (north/ east) is enclosed. b:t ::>_ delicately turned 

railing. Four pews on either side of the chancel face towardsit. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

St one Chaoel United Met hodist Church (i'orrnerl y Pou.laon 1 a Chapel) 
ANDtOR COMMON 

llLOCATION 
STREET• NUMBER 

lt9DI Ohapel lld. epf lovc•m: u. 
CITY, 'tOWN 

Veatin1 n star VICINITY OF 
STATE 

Meq:Jend 

.CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
- DISTRICT -PUBLIC XoccuPIED 

MulLOINGISI %PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 
-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

X.SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
- OBJECT _IN PROCESS X YES RESTRICTED 

- BEING CONSIDERED - YES· UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

6oWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Tru,at&88 Of' Stone Chapel &nd the 

Baltimore Conference of' the United 
STREET Martllcttst Church 

CITY. TOWN 
(Cb:uroh Office - 2815 Ridge Rd.) 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

rt 31 Uh Dlstn.ot 
COUNTY 

C•nnolJ. 

PRESENT USE 
-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL _ PARK 

- EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIOENCI 

_ ENTERTAINMENT ~RELIGIOUS 
- GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

- OTHER 

Church Of'.fioe 
Telephone i: 8l.a.8-1820 

STATE 1 Zl.p CO e 
_ VICINITY OF Har land 211 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber t: WR 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC 

STREET 6 NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Court Bouse, Westminster 
Folio #: 174, 175 

225 •· Center St. 
STATE 

Jestm1pster. Mery1epd 21151 
iiREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

-fEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

~CILLENT 

-GOOD 
-FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORAT£D 

_RUINS 

-UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

%.ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

1oRIOfNAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL OF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The original structure was a fr~ bu· d · ng •••• 1 t tin , else is 
mo·m about it a this til10 . 

1764 - Stone structure erected similar to the churc 1 as it now 
stands . 

1tiO - The Stono structure was altered addin;~ a gallery on three 
sides . 

1883 - The Stone stuucture was taken down aud rebuilt, stone by 
stone usin~ the ori3inal materials in or er to stren then 
the structure. at tnis time the ;allery was removed. 

1951 Parish hall added ••••• concrete bloc structure uith brick £ace. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IP NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
• 

r-'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE · · CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

=-~EHISTORIC 

_1400.1419 

-1500·1199 

-1800·1199 

~700·1799 
-1800·1nt 
_1900. 

-ARCHEULOOY·PREHISTORIC 

--ARCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC 

--AGRICULTURE 

--ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

-COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_CONSERVATION -LAW 
-ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

-EDUCATION -MILITARY 

-ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

.-EX PLO RA TION/SfTlUMENT -PHILOSOPHY 

_!NDUSTAY - POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

~EUGION 
-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

--50CIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER CSPECIFYI 

The founding of Stone Chapel United Methodist Church da~es back 
to the very beginning of pethodism in America. 

In 1760, Robert Strawbridge, an Irish lay-preacher , settled with 
bis family at Sam 1 s creek, Maryland . The first thin he did art.er 
un 10.cldn" was to begin traveling throunhout .t>'redorick county 
oreac line . His wife and fri3ndly neighbors did much of the uork on 
the farm for hi • 

In he ar_y 17 O's Strawbrid~e started the first I othodist class 
mee ,in ·n his home . One of the members of that i'irst 1-'ethodist class 
mee in uas Andrew Poulson. Strawbrid e be .,.an a second !ethodist class 
meetin in Paulson's home . When the classes were too lar e £or the 
house, 3trawbrud~e be~an oreaching to his second class meetinJ outsdie 
under a la.r e oak troe , "Strawbridge ' s Oak. " 

Both of those class me tings grew and many others -1ere s~nrted 
througnout Uar land. In 1764 the first class roe tinr:r. built a Lo Haetin3 
House near the Jres 'mt Laryland Routt. 407 at Sam 1 s Creek. Snortly after , 
the :>rouJ meetin~ on Poulson 1 s farm erectod a i'ram mectin house and 
named it 11 Poulson ' s Ohaoel" . In 17133 this frame meetin hquse was 
re laaedby a sione structure uh.i.ch was co.lled the dtrawbr-iac,e dtone 
C >el . D •e to the i:icreasod size of the c ngre tion, t.1is bui.Ld tr , 
was in turn r laced by a lar er struct~·e in 1 • 

T e turn of the century was acco anied b- o. l'U id increase in 
10 ula.t · n fol" this area.. Stone C aoel reu with the county . .:)hortly 
ai'te1" cl tone Cha .,el was re-bui t in 18 L a revival uas held featurin 
Bisho., .r'rancis Asbury . This revival l"es• ilted in the co 1v.,,_ s· on 
of a vast numb r of neon le . In 1803 .":>tone Ona Jol Has re- ouil t a ain 
usinr the srune stcne, in order to strengthen the structm.,e . 

Tl e sanctuary toda-rr nas been ~r served as nearly as gossible to 
retain the atmos here of its original. There is a puJ.oit cuair, made 
fr 1"l. the "strawbridge Oar" when it was !'e led in 1907. The Hist ry 
Casa als holds many items of interest that have been ~reserved . 
In 1951 tbe parish hall was added to ccol1ll11odate tne '"rowin- 3unuay 
School . Ln 1 Jo9 the members of the con tre ation cor.uletely restored 
all th santuar .... furnishinzs by hand to Jr serve their lus"-oric bea. ty . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



llMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPIDCAL RERDNCES 

1W.. \\l<LU\IC\ ft s ~ w 
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CONTlNUE ON SEl>AlU\TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACftEAGEOFNOMINATEDPftOf'ERTY less than 1 acre 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

V\'lll 0\).) t' l 1~ I ~ '1 

\\ 
f\LC,CJ l~. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Rev. Sandra M. Thomas Pastor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Stone ah.ape! United Methodist G:11urch May 6, 1977 
STREET• NUMBER 

2815 Rid e Rd. 
CITY OR TOWN 

West 1 nster, 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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