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CARR-236 
Mt. Merino Farm 
Raincliffe Road c.1873 

Mount Merino farm was originally part of the property owned by William H. Warfield, 
of Groveland. The 153-acre farm was sold privately on 24 June 1867 fo John W. Bennett for 
$7,138. Bennett is listed on the 1877 map as "Capt.", and lived in Talbott County when he 
purchased the farm. Bennett was obviously already successful when he moved to Carroll 
County. In April 1874, the assessor noted that Bennett had a new house valued at $3000. This 
is a large sum, especially for the house as it originally existed, and may reflect new 
outbuildings, as well. The 1876 assessment shows that there was a frame dwelling (worth 
$2200), a log tenant house ($150) and a log stable, etc. ($100). Most impressive was Bennett's 
silver plate, worth $337.50, a very unusual sum for Carroll County at this time. There is no 
indication of any additions being made up to this point, but evidence suggests that the northern 
half of the ell had been added by 1905. The fate of John Bennett is unknown. The farm 
remained in the family until 1949, but no other records of changes to the property could be 
found. The house demonstrates the influence of national building trends, such as the central 
gable and the "I" house plan, on Carroll County architecture after the Civil War, despite the 
persistence of traditional building techniques. The accretion of additions to the house is unique, 
as is the surviving com crib. Most such structures have the cribs on one or both sides of a 
wagon shed, and not in the center. 
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1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Mt. Merino Fann 

and/or common Paris House 

2. Location 

street & number Raincliffe Road __ not for publication 

city, town Sykesville _x_ vicinity of congressional district 

state Maryland county Carroll 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
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name State of Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
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courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Courthouse Annex liber 641 
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title MHT Inventory Form CARR-236 and CARR-236A 
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Survey No. CARR-236 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Summary: Mount Merino farm is located on gently sloping wooded land surrounded by 
farm fields, on the south side of Raincliffe Road in southeastern Carroll County. It is 
approximately 112 mile west of Route 32 and the town of Sykesville, and sits on the 
ground of Patapsco State Park. The complex consists of a large frame farmhouse of 
several construction periods, and a com crib of unique design for Carroll County. The 
property is vacant and has been vandalized. The house faces south and is a three-bay, 
21h-story central gable "I" house with an original ell and several additions to the rear of 
the ell, plus an addition to the east elevation. The main block of the building has a 
rubble stone foundation, clapboard siding with comer boards, and inverted-V-seam metal 
roofing. The structure is a hewn heavy-timber braced frame with mortise-and-tenon 
joints and brick nogging set in mortar. The south elevation has a center entrance with 
sidelights and transom. There is also a one-story porch. There is a central wall gable 
with a rectangular opening centered in it. Attached to the northeast comer of the ell is a 
two-story balloon frame wing with rubble stone foundation, German siding with comer 
boards, and standing-seam metal gable roof. Attached to the south bay, and wrapping 
around the southeast comer, is a one-story shed roofed addition with a rubble stone wall 
under the east sill and a brick pier under part of the north sill. The walls have German 
siding and the roof is standing-seam metal. There is a two-story addition on the east end 
of the main block. This addition has German siding and a gable roof with standing-seam 
metal and a ridge running east-west. The roof profile is actually a saltbox, with the 
longer slope on the north. The interior plan has a central passage. There is a room on 
each side of the passage. About one hundred feet northeast of the house is a com crib 
and wagon shed. This structure is built with a circular-sawn, heavy timber braced frame 
with pegged mortise and tenon joints. It is set on rubble stone .piers. Some of the 
vertical board siding survives. The gable roof has an east-west ridge. The roof covering 
is now missing. The building layout has a long central com crib with a wagon shed on 
either side. 

Mount Merino farm is located on gently sloping wooded land surrounded by farm 
fields, on the south side of Raincliffe Road in southeastern Carroll County. It is 
approximately 1/2 mile west of Route 32 and the town of Sykesville, and sits on the 
ground of Patapsco State Park. The complex consists of a large frame farmhouse of 
several construction periods, and a com crib of unique design for Carroll County. The 
property is vacant and has been vandalized. 

The house faces south and is a three-bay, 21/i-story central gable "I" house with 
an original ell and several additions to the rear of the ell, plus an addition to the east 
elevation. The main block of the building has a rubble stone foundation, clapboard 
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c.1873 Builder/ Architect unknown 
check: Applicable Criteria: 

and/or 
A _B X C D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: _national _state .6__local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Summary: Mount Merino farm was originally part of the property owned by William 
H. Warfield, of Groveland. The 153-acre farm was sold privately on 24 June 1867 to 
John W. Bennett for $7,138. Bennett is listed on the 1877 map as "Capt.", and lived in 
Talbott County when he purchased the farm. Bennett was obviously already successful 
when he moved to Carroll County. In April 1874, the assessor noted that Bennett had a 
new house valued at $3000. This is a large sum, especially for the house as it originally 
existed, and may reflect new outbuildings, as well. The 1876 assessment shows that 
there was a frame dwelling (worth $2200), a log tenant house ($150) and a log stable, 
etc. ($100). Most impressive was Bennett's silver plate, worth $337.50, a very unusual 
sum for Carroll County at this time. There is no indication of any additions being made 
up to this point, but evidence suggests that the northern half of the ell had been added by 
1905. The fate of John Bennett is unknown. The farm remained in the family until 
1949, but no other records of changes to the property could be found. The house 
demonstrates the influence of national building trends, such as the central gable and the 
"I" house plan, on Carroll County architecture after the Civil War, despite the persistence 
of traditional building techniques. The accretion of additions to the house is unique, as is 
the surviving corn crib. Most such structures have the cribs on one or both sides of a 
wagon shed, and not in the center. 

Geographic Organization: Piedmont 
Chronological/Development Period: Industrial-Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930 
Historic Period Themes: Agriculture, Architecture 
Resource Types: Small Family Farmstead, Rural Vernacular 

Mount Merino farm was originally part of the property owned by William H. 
Warfield, of Groveland, and was sold by his heirs in 1862 to Jesse M. Lowe. Lowe was 
acting as trustee for his children, but the investment proved not to be a good one. In a 
chancery court hearing concerning the disposition of the property, one witness stated that 
the farm should be sold. "I derive this opinion," he testified, "from the character of the 
soil, which is poor and difficult to cultivate, from the bad condition of the buildings, and 
from the fact that it had been unprofitable in the extreme since its purchase for this 
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Description (continued) Section 7 Page 2 

siding with comer boards, and inverted-V-seam metal roofing. The structure is a hewn 
heavy-timber braced frame with mortise-and-tenon joints and brick nogging set in mortar. 
The south elevation has a center entrance with sidelights and transom. The door and 
glazing are missing. It is flanked by a single 6/6 sash that formerly had exterior blinds 
or shutters on each side. There is also a one-story porch that is several feet short of the 
width of the house on each side. It has a half-hip roof covered by corrugated metal, and 
is supported by four plain square posts that have a Greek ogee moulding at the top and 
bottom. The second story center bay has a wider opening that is divided by two 
mullions, and probably originally held a tripartite window with a 6/6 sash in the center 
and narrow sidelights. On either side of this opening is a 6/6 sash with exterior blinds. 
There is a central wall gable with a rectangular opening centered in it. The ridge of the 
gable roof runs east-west, and centered on the ridge, just east and west of center, are two 
brick chimneys. 

The west elevation of the main block is one bay, with a single 6/6 sash centered 
on the first and second stories and a smaller 6/6 sash in the gable end. This gable end 
has narrow raking eaves boards. North of the main block of the house is an integral ell 
that is flush with the plane of the west elevation. The ell is four bays long and was built 
in two different periods. The southern two bays are original to the house and the 
northern two bays are a later addition. Both sections have rubble stone foundations. The 
first story of the west elevation of the ell has, from north to south, an 8/8 sash, a 
doorway with a three-light transom, a 6/6, and a 6/6 with an original hinged door below 
it. Attached to the southern three bays is a one-story porch with half-hipped roof and 
three posts that match the front. The porch is infilled with 12/12 casement windows (two 
each on the north and south sides, four and a wide door opening on the west elevation). 
Below the casements and to the east side of them is beaded-edge vertical board siding. 
The center of each board has three beads. Preserved in the paint of these boards is the 
ghost of a jigsawn bracket. The second story has no opening above the door, and a 6/6 
in the other three bays. There is a gable roof with inverted-V-seam metal, and the ridge 
runs north-south. A brick chimney is centered on the ridge in the center of the ell. The 
north elevation of the ell has a single 6/6 sash centered in the first and second stories and 
a smaller window opening in the gable end. 

Attached to the northeast comer of the ell is a two-story balloon frame wing with 
rubble stone foundation, German siding with comer boards, and standing-seam metal 
gable roof with north-south ridge. The siding is attached with cut nails. There is an 
interior brick chimney on the north end, centered on the ridge. The west elevation has 
two 616 sash on each story. The north elevation has a one-story shed-roof addition at the 
first story, set on brick piers. It has German siding. The north elevation of this addition 
has two window openings that are covered by a recent shed roof addition to the north of 
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Description (continued) Section 7 Page 3 

it. There are no openings on the second story, but there is a small opening in the gable 
end, west of center. The east elevation has two window openings on the second story, 
the northern one apparently a 2/2 sash. The north bay of the first story has a 6/6 sash. 
Attached to the south bay, and wrapping around the southeast corner, is a one-story shed 
roofed addition with a rubble stone wall under the east sill and a brick pier under part of 
the north sill. The walls have German siding and the roof is standing-seam metal. The 
north elevation of the addition is two bays, with a 6/6 sash to the east and a door opening 
to the west. There is one 616 sash centered on the east elevation. An interior brick 
chimney stood just north of the window, but the bricks above the roof line have 
collapsed. The south elevation has two window openings. Though it wraps around the 
south side of the northeast wing, the south wall of the addition does not butt up against 
the east wall of the ell, but stops several feet short. 

The east elevation of the ell has three window openings on the second story and 
two on the first, with no opening in the center. The north elevation of the main block 
has no openings. There is a two-story addition on the east end of the main block. The 
front (south elevation) is recessed about five feet from the plane of the front of the main 
block. It is one bay, and has a pair of 1/ 1 sash that fill the whole bay on both the first 
and second stories. There is a brick chimney centered on the ridge. This addition has 
German siding and a gable roof with standing-seam metal and a ridge running east-west. 
The roof profile is actually a saltbox, with the longer slope on the north. The east 
elevation is two bays, with a pair of 1/1 sash on each story of the south bay. These abut 
the southeast corner post and, along with the south elevation sash create a two-story sun 
porch. The north bay has a small one-story wing set on brick piers, with German siding 
and a half-hip roof with standing-seam metal. The southern half is enclosed, and has a 
window opening on the east elevation. The northern half is an open porch, with a door 
and transom on the east elevation of the two-story addition. Above this wing, in the 
second story of the east elevation of the addition, is a 6/6 sash, and in the gable end of 
the addition, is a smaller 6/6 sash. The north elevation has a 2/2 sash on the first story. 
In the gable end of the east elevation of the main block is a two-light sash in a reduced 
opening. The bottom of the opening had to be closed when the eastern addition was 
constructed. 

The interior plan has a central passage. The north elevation of the passage has a 
door into the ell on the west and an enclosed, straight run of stairs to the east. There is a 
room on each side of the passage. The eastern room has a greatly damaged brick 
fireplace on the west wall, with the center passage doorway south of it. There is a door 
on the east elevation into the eastern addition. This doorway has a transom and <lentil 
moulding on the east elevation of the header, between the door and transom. This 
appears to have always been a door. The mouldings in the east room match the 
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southwest room. The east addition has a small room to the south, a larger room to the 
north that has a winder stair in the northwest corner, and a pantry projecting from the 
east side of the north room. 

The southwest room has a brick fireplace, now greatly destroyed, on the east wall. 
There is a closet north of it and a small closet on the south side of the fireplace jamb. 
The door to the passage is south of the fireplace. There is also a wide later opening on 
the north wall, into the ell. The baseboards in this room are tall and plain, but are 
topped by a torus moulding, with a channel above it. The window and door architrave 
has a beaded interior edge and a broken field, with a Greek ogee moulding making the 
transition. The four-panel interior doors were originally grained. The ell has a closed 
brick fireplace centered on the north wall, with a closet west of it and a door further 
west. This door heads into a vestibule, with an enclosed straight run of stairs to the east 
and a hallway to the north. East of this hallway is another room in the addition to the 
ell. This room has a brick chimney on the south wall and a window on the east wall that 
looks out into a long hallway. This hallway runs from the underside of the central 
stairway, on the south, northward where it connects on the west with the ell room, then 
with the ell addition room on the west, and ends on the north at the two-story rear wing. 
There are two steps down into a single room in this wing, with a straight run of enclosed 
stairs on the south wall and a brick chimney centered on the north wall. A door on the 
east opens into the one-story, wrap-around addition. The second-story plan generally 
mirrors the first story. The roof has been replaced. The rafters have been cut down and 
new ones fished on, and there is evidence remaining of a fire. Scattered around the site 
are portions of one (or more) marbleized slate mantle pieces. It has a semi-circular arch 
with a channel cut into the face paralleling the outline of the mantel, and a bullnose 
moulding on each side. 

About one hundred feet northeast of the house is a corn crib and wagon shed. 
This structure is built with a circular-sawn, heavy timber braced frame with pegged 
mortise and tenon joints. It is set on rubble stone piers. Some of the vertical board 
siding survives. The gable roof has an east-west ridge. The roof covering is now 
missing, but the rafters support wide board lath. The building layout has a long central 
corn crib with a wagon shed on either side. The north and south elevations apparently 
never had any openings. The west elevation originally had a small center door on strap 
hinges. Above the center door, in the gable end, was another door. New butterfly 
hinges still survive. The east elevation also had two sets of double wagon doors, but the 
center is covered with horizontal slats at the end of the crib. In the gable end above is an 
opening. The corn crib has vertical slats on the sides and a board floor above. The 
south side of the crib has three (and probably originally four) small doors made of slats, 
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and set high up on the wall. The building is now painted white, but beneath that paint is 
a yellow ocher with green trim around the openings and on the comers. 

Twenty feet northwest of the com crib is the stone foundation of a bank barn. 
The ramp was on the west and the forebay faced east. About two hundred yards 
northeast of these two buildings, down a steep hill, is a springhouse with a concrete 
foundation, 2 x 4 construction covered by German siding, and a gable roof with east-west 
ridge. The south elevation has a large opening in the west bay and a window opening in 
the east bay. The western half of the building is a covered room, and there is a door 
with five lying panels on the east wall into the springhouse proper. There are concrete 
and wood troughs in both halves of the building. The north elevation has a window 
opening in the east bay. 

KS/lh:6-14-93:CARR236.des 
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trust." The court ordered the sale of the property, and the 153-acre farm was sold 
privately on 24 June 1867 to John W. Bennett for $7,138. Bennett is listed on the 1877 
map as "Capt.", and lived in Talbott County when he purchased the farm. He too was 
acting as a trustee, in this case for his wife, Sally Lloyd Bennett, who had a life estate in 
the farm. After her death, the farm would pass to their children. 

In 1869, the tax assessor noted Bennett's acquisition of the farm, as well as $300 
worth of furniture and livestock worth $700. Bennett was obviously already successful 
when he moved to Carroll County. In April 1874, the assessor noted that Bennett had a 
new house valued at $3000. This is a large sum, especially for the house as it originally 
existed, and may reflect new outbuildings, as well. The 1876 assessment shows that 
there was a frame dwelling (worth $2200), a log tenant house ($150) and a log stable, 
etc. ($100). Most impressive was Bennett's silver plate, worth $337.50, a very unusual 
sum for Carroll County at this time. By 1879 the log tenant house had been removed or 
destroyed. Bennett built a new barn (value $700) by 1887, and the following year added 
to or improved the stable, doubling its value. 

Typical of the period, by 1896 the Bennett's owned a piano and a sewing 
machine. A new tenant house was constructed around 1903. There is no indication of 
any additions being made up to this point, but evidence suggests that the northern half of 
the ell had been added by 1905. Sally Lloyd Bennett died in 1905, and the inventory of 
her property is itemized by room. The appraiser started in the Library (probably the 
southwest room), where he found a table, four chairs, a stove, and some pictures. Then 
he moved to the Dining Room (the southern ell room?), which held two tables, six 
chairs, a side board, a case, a stove, five pictures, a refrigerator, and crockery and 
glassware. Next came the kitchen (the northern ell room?). This too had a stove, tables 
of little value, and utensils. From there he moved to the Hall, which held a table and a 
hat rack. The final room downstairs was the Parlor (east room?), which held furniture, 
pictures, and ornaments. The appraiser gave no additional detail, nor did he itemize the 
contents upstairs by room. Several other items were listed as remembrances to her 
children, and probably could have been found in the rooms downstairs. Sally Bennett 
must have provided well for her children, for she left close to $8000 in the bank. 

The fate of John Bennett is unknown. The farm remained in the family until 
1949, but no other records of changes to the property could be found. The house 
demonstrates the influence of national building trends, such as the central gable and the 
"I" house plan, on Carroll County architecture after the Civil War, despite the persistence 
of traditional building techniques. The accretion of additions to the house is unique, as is 
the surviving com crib. Most such structures have the cribs on one or both sides of a 
wagon shed, and not in the center. 

KS/lh:6-14-93:CARR236.sig 
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MD Limited 
Partnership 

? 

? 

MD Corp. 

Howard 

State of MD Dept. 
of Natural 
Resources 

Raincliffe Venture 
(Limited 
Partnership 

Raincliffe Venture 
(joint venture) 

Mortimer C. 
Lebowitz, et al 

Seaboard Title 
Holding Corp. 

10-8-1976 

? 10-8-1976 

? 3-20-1972 

? 10-11-1968 

MD Corp. 10-11-1968 

Birnie Trust Co., trustee MD Corp. Horace C. & Lois 
Jefferson (wife) 

3-26-1949 

CCC 641 

CCC 641 

CCC 507 

CCC 445 

CCC 445 

EAS 201 

416 Deed fee 
simple 

411 Deed fee 
simple 

476 Deed fee 
simple 

38 Deed fee 
simple 

34 Deed fee 
simple 

198 Deed fee 
simple 

$5, 2 parcels 
(1) 379 a. 
(2) 5.99 a. 

$5, 2 parcels 
(1) 379 a. 
(2) 5.99 a. 

5th district, 2 
parcels 
(1) 378.19 a. 
(2) 42.83 a. 

$5, 2 parcels 

(1) 378.19 a. 
(2) 42.83 a. 
see 5 different 
deeds 

(1) 

Equity #8158, 
$12,000 153 a., 
Sarah Lloyd 
Lowndes Bennett 
Albaugh, et al v. 
Joseph Downey 
Bennett, non 
compos mentis, 
et al 



Jesse M. Lowe, trustee 

Lewis Holmes 
Somerville Holmes 

CARR-236 
Mount Merino Farm 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

.
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Baltimore 
City 

Baltimore 
City 

John W. Bennett 

Jesse M. Lowe, 
trustee 

Talbott 
County 

Baltimore 
County 

2 

7-13-1867 

10-3-1862 

WAMcK 34 

GEW29 

417 Deed 
Indenture fee 
simple 

112 Deed fee 
simple 

$7138, 1531h a., 
Mount Merino 
Farm wagon road 
from Groveland 
to Springfield 

Margaret M. E. 
Lowe v. Jesse 
M. Lowe, John 
W. Bennett 
trustee for Sally 
Lloyd Bennett, 
his wife and after 
she dies, for their 
children 

Heirs of William 
H. Warfield, late 
of Carroll County 
Mount Merino 
Farm, $431.80 
for use of 
Margaret M. E. 
Lowe, wife of 
Jesse, for life, 
then to their 
children, 1531h 
a. 



Susannah Warfield, et al Carroll 
etc. 

KS/lh:6-l 4-93 :236titl. 

Jesse M. Lowe, 
trustee 

CARR-236 
Mount Merino Farm 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

? 9-1-1862 

3 

GEW29 

.. 
: 
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109 Deed fee 
simple 

Heirs of William 
H. Warfield 
153 1h a., $4298 
Mount Merino 
Farm, for use of 
M.E. Lowe for 
life, and children 
afterward 
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Prepared by: Carroll County Department of Planning 

Mt. Merino First Floor January 1993 
>--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--+ 

Raincliffe Rd. Plan Kenneth M. Short 



CARR-236 

ADDENDA 

In 1984 the Department of Patural Resources contracted 

with Joe Getty to conduct a follow-up survey of selected 

historic properties on DNR lands. DNR funded the field 

survey and photography but did not prepare finished copy. 

The attached photocopy pages were forwarded to the 

Maryland Historical Trust to supplement existing files. 

All original material and photographs remain in the possession 

of the Department of Natural Resources under the supervision 

of Ross Kimmel (x3771). 
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DNR Survey 

PJ\RIS HOUSE 

L>ESC R 1rT l 1) :~ • 

The Pan ·' louse is located on RaincliffeRoa<l east of Sykesville. 

The ~i r~ i s on a slight rise within an area of sh;:irpl)' rolling 

topogr;1plty. The main facade faces east antl the area in front an<l 

on the north side of the house slopes of£ sharply into farmlancl. 

The ho11s1.: n l one time had substantial boxwood gardens in front 

of it and re ,1.<1ins so~e deciduous trees that s~irround the house_, ,..., ,J ... c.t ... ,.. 
.t->1•-f \t·,~ li l., ,:, ,_,.\.,,J <~a. /tA~ dJl.C"v··-" h'- . 
The t r~ c::; 1 ine a ci rcu la r dri vc that ~'ITl~j f'igl"tt in front of the 

house. 

The house 1 ·, a la tc nineteen th cc n tu ry st rue tui·e in appea ranee 

with soml? fo :itures th.at <listinguic;h it from a typical farmhou s e 

in thi s region. \llhile i.n its basic c horactcristics, i.e . two 

story hc igl1L, L- shape pl:m, ando1r1amc ntation, it is of the regional 
0 

farmhou s e s tyle, it does have so1arituu [!dditione on~ the~ 
o.~t c.. \), .. tr'-'°"'- \o·::}c. o.,\A \..;,, .~· h, .1..-.l •t ...... 1. 

~ ~outh !:> id·~ of the house" that distinguish it from }'eur yi: ttfl-1 r 
..N i..i p; .•. v AL ~.r .,.

1 rc..4 .... \,o.._t.. '1'\v.u. •:, illo a. ,· ..... 1 ~ "',(~ j l,,.._ -1t.J & \ \°"\.,_ .h, pL11-1 ,~f t.. hui...:...:. \°\(."'-. 
,.._ f-a rmh~u.s.e___Lt.-als..o-e,x..ten-tls out··-tht: -T~c:u·- q...u.Lt.e ...s.u.bs...t.an.t.-ia.l-1.y 

itt·s.tt·•.l- t}.f:;._bi.; . .i,~ the typical L-sh Ll].>e t.ilan;:1~auy farmha11S£'...:..-i,.n---t-1+4-s-

. ·• . The mujn bl ock -.of the house has 1 three bay main facade ~ith a · 

on e sto r y three bay porch. There t s a central entrance which has 

a L011r [>a1 1c tntnsom an<l three pane sidelights with paneling below. 

The c .. rntr ct1 bay of the second ,::;tory has a twelve pane window with 

s i. d ~ L igh s . lt appeai·s that the tw~lvc pane wine.low functioned as 

a <loor. The 011ter b~1ys on both s to1 ies h:ive six-over-six pci111.." s 11'>h 

wi11tlt:•1vs 11r iginal ly with shutte1·s. The re is o central gabled dormer 



with a six over six pane sash window. The porch docs not extend 

fully to the corners of the house hut instead is a three bay 

porch on square pi 1.asters. The main ornamentation or the porch 

is ornamental scroll brackets. 

This main block has a gable roof covered in sheet Metal. There 

arc chimneys located centrall}' on the intE.:r1or \\a1 ls cf the 

ci1j 11mcr~ ci:ia \il-t-h a plain brick corbc l lcd cap . 

The structurL' is timber framed with corner brnces wj th stutls 
'"lli ... 

1 o c a t e d n h o u t f o u r t c c n i n ch c s n p a r t o n c en t c r. ri-t'~:.t~ t i m be r f r a m i n g 

is pegged and studs nai.lcd with corner braces. There is brick 

noggi ng be t\wen the 
1\1. 

studs and the exterior is covered in a 
\a\.·,c 

we<J tl1c rboa rel. .,;rl1 tc r in r has 
• I 

sawn l·tt~n<l plaster . On the south 

gable entl of thL' mnin block is a sol<-irium . This appears to have 

hec11 attached tn tlic original hom.c. The solarium has pilaster 

r o rnarncn t.a I i 011 he l 1-wc11 the groupin gs of \dndcws. The \\ i nclows 

:ire twch•c over t1rnl\c pane in groups of two. SimiJa1 serpentine 

hrach~t.s ar ... ' nlso Hsc<l on the solnriu111. The r'lain pnrt of this 

ft1•.:<1<le is frJllJ' lrnys long with a six over six window in the gahlc. 

The solciri.111H h<i~; 1hree sections or double windows anJ the rear 

!><.:ct ion h:i s ~.mu 1 Lcr windO\\S which S8 rve as a <louble door . There 

. i s a· h i p I' e d ~ nH.1 f u n th c s. o 1 a r i um: There is. a"lso a · ent• an.:e to the. . . . 
h<t<:;cment. b<·tt< <tth the centrally lo Cil t~<l windows in the gable . Mid

'~" Hllf b:1ck"th~· pr.:a J... of- the roof is :i l<Hgt: brick chirn11cy. 

The rnai 11 h I ot.:1- or tl1e house has a s Leep Ly pi tchcu g:.ib le roof with 

:i !~aided s.c-c lion nm11i.ng. to the· b:1ch. • 'lh.c house is on a fielJstonc. 

fo unc.1 <1tinn . 'lhc north gnblc cod CJJ the house .shohs se\'eral 

dirrercnt .1ddili ons . There is H projecting gable roofed additjon 

• 



r 

. ~·,s 

that is set back from the main facade~ sligh~ly shorter than 

the house. This gives the north f<1C~lllc 3n QJfect l)f .a doub1c 
i,, f (,; h, • 

gable sect ion ~¥ ; .. (symmctric.a1 nnd 1dth char<1ctt•1·ist ics pop11l;11· . 
<luring the Victorian period. There is a centrnlly located 

chimncr with three rows of corbelled bricks as a c~1p. This 

section 1;. covered in siding ~i.milar to the ori.gin:il section 

siding but the framing is balloon framing . The main feature 

o r t h i s ~; c 1..· t i on i s i ts la r g c w i nu ow s on both r i rs t a n d s cc on <l 

storr th:;it ~crvc ns a sun room . These arc clouhle wiadm.,rs at 

on hoth the cnst nnc.l north sides of the corner. In the gable 

is a six ove1 s ix pane w·indo•.,. atlll on the second story is.a. 

larger six •J\'Ct' s ix pane wine.low. The first story of this gable 

c tH.l has a p :i r t i a 1 I y c n c 1 o s e d po r c I 1 on b r i ck p i c r s . Th c c n c lo s c d 

purtion or th e porch is covered in c:e1man siding and has a t\·:o 

over two sash \dn<low on the north side . The west side has the 

open porch sect ion wi tl1 the hipp~<l 1·oof supported by a tunwJ post. 

Thcr.:! j.- a six panclc<l <loor t'lith '' si11g le light trnnsom . qn the 
-:; 

rear of thi.s s~ction is an entr.1111...:c.· into the basemt.!nt there is n . ; 
similar entrance into the basement on the north s iJe of the a.\\. 

~~-- -·· . 
Q\\ 

·. ;~ . ... ... · : 

On the rear of the ~ of the house i::: another two :::to1·y audition. 

This ;1c1cliliP11 is ;1 gahlE' roofc•d structure with a chimney at the 

WL'~ t cnJ of it. rt hn::; a one story ~nclosed addition as an 

e11tr,ncc <11Hl it i.:- on stone piurs. This section nnd the entrance 

pu1 Lltlll ar •. · cov~rcJ in Gc1·ma11 siding. The entrance \\'a}' has a 

shcJ l'O f nt1d it <ilSO hns a hril'k c himney rising rrom thL' side 

or it. fl lw~ s ix over six \\'i11do1._.s <lfld a small entrance porch 



and doorway. This rear sect ion contain the k i tC"h.cn to the houc:;p 

an<l was constructed of halloon framing. On the \WSt gable end or 

this SC'Ction ls a one bay shed roofed shed and anothc1 shed of 

recent <l:itc is attached to that. ~he '''est gi.lhlc cricl of the main 

section h:1s centrally located six over six 1>indows on both stories 

and in th e g;ih1e. The south sjdc of the rc~1r nddition has six 
• 

over six winJow~ two on each story. 

Th c i n t e r i lH o [ t h c ho us c ha s a h ~ s i c cc n t rn l ha l l p I a n \d th rooms 

to cncli •;i.lc. The ccntrnl hallw.:1y is actual tr cul off in thi!> 
~tor.. """" 

house tu a s11wl l fof'rcr and boxed in stairc~1sc. Thl! staircase " - . 
is unclaborute and ha<l a square hal istcr rai 1 ing \·:ldch has been 

removed. The.• room on the north s i <le has the remn ins of a ma rblc 

mantle Lh:it had a flnt shelf and oval around arch opening with a 

stHnllatd grol•Ve orn;1mcntation. This mnn t 1 e Ii kc the wood,rnrk in 

~·--
the ho us~ is typ i c:1 l 

.,,_.,, t ..,,. 
1 ate Victorino orrwmcntat ion or<lcrc<l rl~h 

} 

a d-VJ')'.)r;il>t•P.io.t'-. noor an<l windo,, faumcs have a shallo~ serpentine 

molJcd t>r11a111(:1Ltation . From the sc1u the rn room the re is a chimney 

box <.trH.l n l ~11go lloublc door lcoding back into the fi.rst room of the 

e 11. From this room one can cntl"r the solarium. There's another 

room hack in the ell which then lt>ads to the 1110<.lcrn kitchen and 

- the .two' suory adai~ion on the rear. .. . . •... 

1\. \lw!> <60.v-- (su. \~1~·-/'t SiMvt•/ -h.") ...,u cl.u\~l ~ ~ ~u i.:.. 1'!~'2... ~ 
C'\\~ tlj)l.\~\I\~~ ~\~\~1"' IA "' \~ \\11.:\·u ... \" u~t"""\ (1{,v-.<_ W6-~M c:,~. 



ORAFT--PJ\RIS llOUSE 

Statement of Signjficance 

The Paris !louse is a mid ninct·ccnth C'C11t11ry i1·omt.: ho11 ;;<.' 

tlwt ,,· ~..; rc:modl'led and enlarged S{!Vt.'ral time s d11ri11g ti11' late 

ni11ctcenth Rnd early twentieth C<.'ntury. The 1..'.0n!"t l'ltl·t ion 

tec hniques used in the house :lre typical of Piedmont Maryland 

architecture of this perjotl. It hJs a post- and-l>e:im frame wi l h 

st.:ud walls .-ind corner bracing covered in a Wl'::1tlwrhur1rcl exterior. 

I he origi na I house appear!' to h:t\'t' been Jll 1 .-~; hapd plan huu~l' 

typiccil or thic.; region. The house \~as CXLenJcd in the rea 1 

h'it h t\·10 01 pcrlwps th1·ec major additions, in each c :1 sc rcmO\•i n g 

the· ki·tchen I lll't h('t rrom the ·ho11se. Rcmodc 1 i ng :11 so brought 

t In· ho 11 s I..! 111 o r c i n - 1 i 11 c' 1.: i th J a t t: n i 1 w t e c nth c t' 11 I 11 r r V i c t or i an 
Si.<<' • I , .... 

st·yt<.' do1111.:!~tic :1rchitC'~tt1rc,w--it+t'-ff ..;nlai-jum added on the south 
\h~ 

!=:idc and i1 IH<> -S tl;ry sun- room 011 the nr>fth g:1hl~ end . The 

hous1,; cis jf s tand ·~ today i1luo;;trates t he evoJuti<rn or a regional 

l<1r111ho11sc du1 i11g thl' L.1tc ninctcc11tli century to up<latc its 

:tppe:in11H.:C' a11d runctions to thr Victorian styll!S round on 

l) r () ~ p c r 0 ll !:) r , l fl(I s i n t h i s r cg i i.)11 • 

: : ' . . . -. . ·. 
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PAT.i"\PSCO STATE P1"'\RK, DEPT. O? Nl,T. RES. HJV. NO. 165 ::A?.R-2 36 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Paris House [Raincliffe Venture] 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

:Kaindiffe Road 
CITY. rowN 

Svkesville 
STATE 

.Maryland 

DcLAss1F1cA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT :x__PUBLIC 

X.BUILDING{S) _PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

*VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

XoccuP1ED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 2{.YES. RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Maryland De2artment of Natural Resources 
STREET & NUMBER 

Taylor Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

11.nnapolis - VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Carroll County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Westminster 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Carroll 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL x_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _QTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE ' zip code 
Maryland 21401 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -.STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

XFAIR 

X-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X-ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Paris House is a large accretive frame structure, cla~board 
with corner boards, under a series of intersecting standing seam 
metal gable roofs. Details, construction and materials suggest 
that the house was built in several parts over a very short span 
of time, probably c. 1870 to 1900. These similarities blur dis
tinctions and make it difficult to determine the sesuence. The 
southern section, however, conforms closely to standard house 
types of the place and period, and may be considered the principal 
(if not earliest) segment of the house. It is two stories with 
gable roof, ridge on the long axis (parallel to the facade) with 
a cross-gable or wall dormer centered on the three-bay facade. 
The door has side lights and a four-pane transom. The central 
(hall) window of the second story has double-hung sidelights. There 
is a porch spanning the first story, roof hipped to the facade, with 
square-section posts and jigsaw brackets. On the east gable end is 
a one-bay addition with german siding, set back, with a gable 
"salt box" roof, corner two-story porch enclosed with 1/1 sash. 
East of this is a one-story hipped roof service porch addition. 
Running from the north wall of the main block is a long, two-story 
gable roof (ridge perpendicular to main roof) of three irregularly 
spaced bays. Attached at the northeast corner of this is another 
"house" (an addition which functions as a self-contained residence) . 
It is two bays long, again with gable roof, german siding ahd hipped 
roof service porch addition. There are some 2/1 windows in this 
part of the house. Elsewhere 6/6 edominate. There are two 
chimneys at the ridge of the main section of the house; all additions 
have one chimney similarly situated with an extra chimney in the 
service porch of the north addition. 

Foundations are mostly rubble-stone with some brick piers under the 
porches. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



"ti SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHfSTORIC ___ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 ---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 ---AGRICULTURI;: _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

- 1600-1699 ;{ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1 799 ---ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

)f-1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

- 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This is a farmhouse of accretive growth paralleling the growing 
success and prosperity of the owners. The house is of visual and 
architectural interest for its multiplicity of cpmpatible additions. 
The (probably) original portion of the house is of significant age 
and an exemplar of its type in the region. 

Recommendations 

Parts of the structure are beginning to deteriorate badly, especially 
the front, probably the original portion of this massively accretive 
house. It is divided into two units, the apparent arrangement being 
that one part is sublet by the major lessee. The condition of the 
house, its great size and its relatively (to other park rental 
properties) low historical interest make it unlikely that a tenant 
could be found who would be willing to improve the condition of 
the structure. The house deserves attention, however, and its decline 
must be halted. 

Greater control should be exercised over the tenant, especially 
over the occupant of the sublet portion. Plans should be formulated 
(and funds budgeted) to upgrade the house over the next few years to 
a point at which a tenant willing to make improvements can be found. 
The house could probably not be sold in its present state with 
expectations for its rescue. 

Structural and cosmetic repairs to the front porch are needed, as 
well as general cleanup and painting. All future repairs should 
be made with consideration for the probable original appearance of 
the house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
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