
St. Joseph's Catholic Church over­
loo:;,:ing the Howa:!:'d Co'.lnty line, and sitting 
on a hill above the main street in Sykesville 
':ms probably the first C2.tholic congregation 
in the southern :;e.rt of the County. 3egun 
before the Civil ~iar, it wts not co:"1pleted 
until 1867-68. The uncoursed stone tbree­
bay by three-ba.y buildin; is very si'llple in 
rectangular :plan 2.nd sr:iall in si01e, yet 
because 0£' it's unusu_:=i,1 site it is distin8-l:, 
in Carroll Count;.r ch".l:rch c>urc:_:ii tecture, 
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UN AME 
HISTORIC St . Joseph's Catholic Church 

AND/OR COMMON 
St . Joseph ' s Catholic Church 

l)LOCATION 
STREET 6 NUMBER 

CITY. rowN 
Sykesville 

STATE Maryland 

II CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_ DISTRICT 

,)(BUILDING(SI 

_ STRUCTURE 

_ SITE 

~ _OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
_PUBLIC 

_PRIVATE 

j(BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_IN PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 
~CCU PIED 

-UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE iv ES RESTRICTED 

- YES' UNRESTRICTED 

- NO 

NAME 
St. Joseph ' s Catholic Church 

STREET 8i NUMBER 

~\\ \ ~~\~~\<:._ ~' 
CITY. TOWN 

Sykesville _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
couRTHOUSE. Carroll County Office Building 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC (exempt file) 

STREET 6 NUMBER 

CITY.TOWN Sykesville 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
5 

COUNTY 
Carroll 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE 

_ COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

_ PARK 

_ EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT .){RELIGIOUS 

- GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_ MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

Maryland 
STATE , z i p code 

21784 

Liber #: 
Folio # : .None 

STATE 
Maryland 

--FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

~ DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

+'ooD 
_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

-UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

?<'LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

:X6RIGfNAL SITE 

- MOVED DATE /8(p8 

DESCRIB E THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

St . Joseph ' s sits on a hill overlooking the town of Sykesville, 
facing South towards Howard County. It is located in the town, off the 
main drag, which is an indirect extension of Md. 32 . The structure is a 
three bay front, three bay side, uncoursed stone building, with a foun­
dation of the same medium. The gable roof is covered with asbestos 
shingle, and ends with a box cornice. A small, square wooden belfry tops 
the roof on the ~outhern (front) end. It is wood shingled, has rounded 
arches on each of the four facades and is topped with a11extended end 
pointed hip roof. Atop the belfry is a cross. 

All windows are of stained glass and are recta.gular in shape, encased 
in a rounded brick arch structure wit h plain trim. The semi-circular top 
of each where stained glass probably was at one point, has been plastered 
over, as has been the entire window spaces of the front facade. 

Under the front gable was a smaller round window, now cov,red with 
plaster. 

The north wall (back) has two recent windows . Space under the 
gable is covered with thin weather-boarding. 

This one story structure, with basement, and attic space has a one bS\Y' 
deep, covered, recent entrance poroh, with textured windows on either side , 
gable roof and a recent stone stoop entrance. The structure is wood, and 
leads to recent plain, double wooden doors. 

The building sits with a graveyard on its west side, with large 
trees surrounding it . A very steep , single lane drivewS\Y' accomodates . 

INTERIOR* 

The interior is very simple . 
The nave is eleven pews deep with a center am side aisles. 

'lb.e floor is tile, and the walls are plaster, with plain wainscot. The Chancel 
area has a turned :railing enclosing it. The chancel is elevated and contains 
numerous altar Bp:Lces. The ma.in altar is encased in a rounded arch, plaster 
wall structure . A closed string, back- stair (south) leads to a. choir loft 
with turned railing. The open-air, choir is supported by two columns . ' 
Architectural decoration is limited. the entrance to the church is through 
one doorway - southern facade entrance . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

- 1800· 11599 

_1700-1799 

Xi eoo-1 e99 
_1900. 

-ARCHEOLOGY ·PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE 

-ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES /'8(Q8 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_CONSERVATION -LAW 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING -.MUSIC 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

-lNDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

BUILDER/ARCHITEC.T 

:>61euGION 

-5CIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-50CIAVHUMANIT ARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER ISPECIFYI 

For earlier Catholic Church history in the Carroll County area, 
refer to St. Jose:Ph in Taneytown, Maryland, CARR. -284. 

St. Joseph's Church in Sykesville was begun be£ore the Civil War, 
but was not completed until 1867-68. For a short period of time, when the 
walls were up but not the roof, services were held ':>pen-air. The same roof 
save minor repairs, still sits on the structure. The organization of the church 
was by Jesuits. 

The simple structure which sits in the very south of the county and 
overlooks the county lines of Howard and Carroll, is a later addition to 
Catholicism in the county. It was probably the first congregation to organize 
and build in this hal:f of the county. Its site above and overlooking the town 
is unique in church building in the county. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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lliJ<;EOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

UST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY Carroll 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Fredi Eckhardt historic site surveyor 

ORGANIZATIONCerroll County Committee of the Md Historical ~:S!f 

STREET Iii NUMBE~lO F.a.st Main Street 848-6494 
CITY OR TOWN 

Westminster 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

~·- 'to• 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REF ERENCES 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -
LATITUDE ANO LONC.ITUOE COORDINATES 0 LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATIN«;; THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LE55 THAN f:?N!Z AC'IE 

CORNER LATITUDE l..ONGITUDE 1.ATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degr.,es Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . • 0 . . 0 I • 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . . 0 . . 
SW 9 . . 0 . . 
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As lhe designated State Liaison Officer Cor the Na-

Ilona! Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I herebv certify lhat this property is included in the 

89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion Nallonal Regjster. 

tn the National Register and certify that it has been 

e\•aluated according to the critcna and procecilres set 

forth by the Nal1ona I Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

level of significance of this nom1nat1on is: 

National D Stale D Local 0 
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