
St. Joseph's Catholic Church in 
Taneyto;m is the oldest Catholic congre­
:;atio;i :mtside of :fost:ninster. The three­
b::w by five-bay bric~: struct'.ll'e ~-ri th ce:rltral 
tower, decorative brickworl:, an:l open belfry 
2.rches ;·res built in 1876, third in line of 
formal worship buildings in the hisory of 
the Taneytoil'n ?'l:>'.'is'.1. The first priests 
2;i:i organizers of t'.ie congregation ;·rere 
fro::i the Co'.1.e>rago setile:"le;it in Pennsylvania 
'<Thi ch c·ras established as early 2.s 1720. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~OOD 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 
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_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGrNAL SITE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

.soutl1/ east, 
T'.:1? church st;:o.:1cls :2.evel with :·Iarylc.nci :::ioute ljl;- to Leysar, facing 
:our to five yc.Ld.f; -~rom t~rt YOc~d. It :2 31.:~'o:.t~:.~e:~ ~::-- 5.. t 's o~·n: 
"..'!:.e tJn:ee-"bay ';1ide, :':'ive-b2:.' lens b!.'ic:: 2.tnicti;.re of A-·,c;::::·ic"n 

:?:onQ sits on r. cou:cse:l le~,; ~t8ne :our..:1..2-t::.o~. 
~)O~_nteri ·~-~cch _;·.J..2.inly t:-c-~7L.11CC. ~1:ndo-;·: :ra :--1es 
=-·~ -:-2:~~:.:: }-:;:_ := ]?~2·-tru::li:;.z _J"to,=~. ~-:c'~~. a~:-·:.; -=-,,,· ~~:­

with ·,.;oo~~ ba.sss. 

!-. ----::.--:'O!':t tc»:;·sr ;:::--1~ be~-~.:: .... ~- ~-""'·~.~~,...J.. 

!J~=-:::~-=-::::-;:.:~s:.:.. ~:= ::l~~-c_Y,.; :·_1~ .. :: on sS.t~:_c:r .:::·:..~:.s 

2-i--cf-~es or-_ eacl-i c: tl-:s = .:-:....~2.... s ~.::.e ~ ~-.2.~ · e --~. 11s ~.: r:J~ i: :.Cl'"'~- ~~:t.ed , 012 te , 
':1:iesc ~oirrts'~- ?..Yc:!ies :-12_:·.Je clecor~,.,t~\re \'~OCY~e:l ~i2.ine;s. ~~ie -to~,rer 
t-~~=·~~;.~ :·;'i t}-1 a CYC'.:)2. 

-I c .:.::; ~1l-.' ~ 

sf:in?;le ~·;c~=c. 
.:·_~,~- 1Je l~~:r:2~ _ ~-

;:..n:l :--!a.2 ~"lo 11rcjee:tir-1;; 8ort::~cs; ~. tbsr, dee era ti v·e ccr1Jelled b::i~~·:~?. -.. ~~~icl-: ~ro:-:. 

:·1ctll to r:: o= r.:·:ro;;ress sc=tl:l. T.."liE. is til.le a.l"c·:e1~:_ -t:~~~ 2:lti.:.--e 2t:c-ictui--e. :.ii:::.:_e 

1·~2.lls ha"le prOje;ti~; 1::2'.--=-.c--.~~Ol"~~ ~:~15.:;;-: inclu~ =-~:-~ ccr1>~lle:-1 80=-nice~-;ol:'=: 2.nd pi..!..2.s-
tered. co:_u.::.ns, ·'.:"'::-a.r1e ec.ch 1'2:/. 
Oriel: pilaster o.ocs. 

·~h8 b3,C=·~ 

;-able ro~:r1: ssction o: 
sr1orter. 

~·~8.l~ of tt-~e c1~Ll12:'ch (no:::t:·1/'~.-;e:=:t) 2.:::-) cor:_nected ~.~;i th 2. recent 
t;1 ~~ sc.:-~e brick1-1or~: anC.. C:eco~c:tion, but four to fiv·:; ~s2-t 
~=oUI' to fi ~1e 1 ee-c oi'"' t:ie :_)~ig}.r:2.=.. "'y;_.c~~- 1.;·2.:l ~-2 covered 

with slate shingle. 
r:'118~P :_;: ons 

c:--.:.u_!~c~-l C.'.l=1?22.Y:3 s2cn.j_blast2::... 
~2.'~l-i. e:r;.:i o~~ T...ne £x·o::i~-, 

cclu:-::n :ri th 

exterior chi~ney. of the 

:our-siQed. 

'::'he :ron-t ioor er:ters into a s:7:.all narthex are:::. '.-ihich i:; the ce~tral 
section o:_-. c 1• th:cce-:p3 .. 2:"t rect2 ... r1!::-iJ.12.r so1 1th,/c.:;2s~ en.:.. Cn t1: 1e southernmost side o~~ 
the na.rthe:·: is 2 .. i~oc:- 5-6 ~pet,;:: .:_ee~ ~-l:1ich :e ces the alter. ~l')e nort:ier::i~ost siie 
of t:-.e ~121tl1e;,,~ is tlJ.e con:'e2si8r12l area. I~'1ter5..o:!:' stairs lead to :i.n 8IJen choir 
are2~ ::i,bove this back section. 7he!.'e are two 
iientic~l centml Sll]~JOJ:.-vt3 ~:::r the chci~. 

Tb.e na.v·e 5-s 12.:.--re~·;s .J_ee:p with c. cent:r~l 2.;!d. side c.isles. The 1-..rc..lls 
are ].Jla,ster ·Ki tI:1 conte-;-:i::_=;ci~ r-:_r ;ane lled .. vrainscot. -4'ver'Jthine; in vie~·r is CO:'.!te~pora~r, 
~.;alls, :;ie~·rs, floe;:::-, lights. The :pl"'~Ster ceiling r:teets in the center to form a 
low :;i:yranid-shaped. outJ.i!'.8. 

~h.e cfl2_::ice l 2,2 .. ect is e le'l2. ted 
I-.1.e2.v:_{ decors ti ve bc.lu2.tsYs, ? ... nd_ .~ central 
within a se2i-circula:c 2.1cove 2.rea ':i t'"l -,. 
are a~so plaster. 

2-nd is enclosed 1Jy a.. short re..ilinz ~,;i th 
O~)eni::ic;. ~'10 c:e:ltYG.l,main 2.l ter is set 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
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_PREHISTORIC 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ELIGION 
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_AGRICULTUR!;: _ECONOMICS __ LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 
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_':OMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER ISPECIFYl 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Ja.i-roll County, in ;;iany instances, a:;:.-r;:)ears -t,o ':ave been s ref'.lge for 
rrany creeds, including the Catholics. In 1796 the first St. Joseph's in 
Taneytown ,,ras built by :priests fron Conewa€o, :·:ho had previously ef':tablished 
2. :n.ission here. 

BacI:0roun::1: ::;irca 1720 Catholicis::: was introduced into :?e:insylvania by !'t Rev. 
F. Gre2.ton asong others in the Conewago Valley region where Hanover today is the 
central point. :J,erm2.n and I:c~.sb Catholics settled in the area. In the 
coloni3..l ho:rre o:: or:e Robert O"trings, the first mass was said, religious instruction 
given, and the rites- of the Church performeci. This continued. until 1741 whe.n the 
Chapel of the Sacred Heart was built four rriiles west of Hanover, in Adams County. 

As far back as 179J there are records of masses conducted in homes 
in T9.neytown by pc:-iests fro"'l C!onewago. So:ne early Catholic ••• 
na;n,es 2.rE: Taney, Boy.le, Diffendale, Brookes, and Elders. In 1796 r-:r. Brookes built 
the first Catholic Church in Taneytown at his own expense. It was of bricks 
nade near the town. The first priest, one :Father Galletzers was located for a 
time at Coneh"ago before he came to Taneytown; he left about 1799. From 1799 to 
l8C14 TaneytOim was once again attended to by different Conewago priests until 
in 1804 a Rev. Nicholas Zocchi, born in :::lone in 1773, was appointed :pastor.* :fe 
served. for 41 years. ?rom then to the present various itinerant and per:naner,t 
:priests have served. In 1804 the :priests of Conewago built 2.nother brick 
structure :;:~or worship, c:md finally in 1876 the present 4J' by 7J' church ~.;as 
built when the former was torr:. down. The 1876 brick structure was erected by 
one ?ather Gloyd Kho :::::-aisei the necessary constrc.ction fund before building 
began. :re was at Taneytown from 1862-1869, when he Hent to -.iest;;:inster which 
was then hea.d o,;:' the ::ission. St. Joseph's in Ta.neytown sb,nds toclay 3.s 
tne earl:_e:::t congregation representing Catholicis:n. outside of' vlestminster. 

7aneytown i tsel:'' is the oldest tmm in :::arroll County, and was laid out circci, 
17 50 by ~!'rederic~ Taney ;rho ca:-:i.e :ro:-:: Cal VGYt County. :-le '"'a.s a ca tho lie 
himself ;i,nci a. relative o:c Roger B. Taney, also a Catholic,and the late Chief 
Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. Roger was rr~rried in 1806 by :Father 
Zocchi o:' the Tanavtowm parish to Anne Key (sister of Francis). 

* Father Zocchi was bo:::-n, educated, and ordained in Italy, the latter in '.·~ilan. 
He ~,ns also P2"stor o: a "charge" (parish) in West Virginia and ',fos-t·ainster, ~·id,, 
ani is said t8 have been a priest of exceptional abilities. 
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?eb. 5, 1?37 ",::;ci_tho1ic Churches in C!.?.rroll County" The ".Je:nocr2.tic Aivoc2,te. 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE ::aryland COUNTY Carron 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Historic Sites 3Q.."Y>\,reyor 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

~a:r-~oll Cou:1'"S~/ 80::.:-::i ttee o: the :·:a.r:/la .. nd :Iistoric24l Trust 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

848-6il?1-~ 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

~·Te:3tninster 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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