
C.>.RR-290 
l·:...~soN-:UIXo:r LINE: i·~ILDSTOli::::: NO. 54(57) 
Sticks, Pennsylvania vicinity 
?ublic/private 

1766 (reset 1902) 

Milestone ~o. 54(57), an original milestone of 1766, marks Mason and Dixon's 

54th horizontal mile west of the initial stone at the northeast corner of 1-:aryland, 

the beginning of their 230.228-mile 4est Line, longest of their survey lines run 

and r.'.larked durinc; their 1763-68 cornrciission to define the boundary between the 

:ien;;lish privinces of l·~aryland and Pennsylvania. This milestone, as '.Iith <:dl 

ori;;inal ·,;est Line monunents, is an embellished coli tic line stone post with a low 

pyraoidal top, quarried and carved in England, and originally measured about 12" 

square by about 4)2 1 long, cut to st3.nd about 3' above ground, with a rough-cut 

b b 0 1411 b b t l', I f tt • . t t' d ;f.nd ':.ri tb.t 1 1 ase a ou c square y a ou ;?. or se ing in o ne groun , \,ne capi a etters 

P on the north (Pennsylvania) side and N on the south (~aryland) side as the 

QistinguisRfg~7t~~¥ilres. Reset in 1902 to stand about 1;2 1 above sround, durinc 

the course of the 1900-03 Resurvey of the l1aryland-Pennsylvania boundary, it now 
over 

stands a little / 12'' high, in excellent condition and at its oricinal survey 

point. All enbellishr:1ents remain unusually distinct, 11i th only minor chips at 

the top corners, and with a US Coast and Geodetic Survey triangulation station 

disk cemented into the apex. Cn the federal and state levels, t~iis oilestone is 

significant primarily as one of a series of 135 original ::ason and Dixon monuments 

still standinc along the :kst Line, the boundary commonly known since Civil ~a~ 

ti~es as the ~ason-Dixon Line, famous for its historical impact and innovative 

survey aethois. Locally, as one of 18 original monuments re~aining along the 

present Carroll/York county boundary (3 crocmstones; 15 r.1ilestones), it is also 

significant as one of a diminisi:tlir..g nur.'.lber of objects and. .structures with a 

visually identifiable relationship to the colonial and 9ivil far heritage of these 

b-10 counties. Because of its unusually fine condition, special care should be 

taken to protect and ?reserve it. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST l·:agi n 
;.·~ 0. 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

BOUNDARY I·:.ti..RKSRS ALONG TH::: l:·IASON-Drxmr Ln;z ( J:'H:SHATIC GROUP) 

(lfason anci Dixon's) .lest J...ine, 54th Hile 3tone 

AND/OR COMMON 

Eason-Dixon :..ine: I·:ilestone ifoo 54 (1900-03 rtesurvey ~;onument :Io. 42) 

IJLOCATION (not for ::rnblic:l tion) 

STREET & NUMBER off north siO.e of l...,ineb·oro .rtoad 

CITY. rowN 
.Sticks x 

VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Pennsylv&nia 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

-BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

~OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

x_PUBLIC 

_PRIVATE 

-BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISIT,01\1 .,;a 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS H/.A 
_OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES RESTRICTED 

)(__YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

CONGR~SS19NAL DISTRICT 
HD: b / PA: 19 

COUNTY 
LD: Carroll / Fi>.: York 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PAC!K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENC€ 

_ENTERTAINMENT __ RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_ TRANSPORTATIQ'; 
. state 
toOTH~ 

UilJ3 ry m,q rker 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY (monument only; see 'i'nerlatic Group :iJR no::iin<?,tion form) 

NAME St·c_te of :·'.aryland/Comr::1om1ealth of ?ennsylvT~~phone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE I zip code 
VICINITY OF 

ll~s'?f~J~?u~d?~ Ifr~~!t~~\~"l~~sI~'!1R_~t) :VA 
COURTHOUSE. 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITU Carroll County tlistoric Sites Inventory 

DATE 
Ci3R-290 entered l/So 

_FEDERAL XSTATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

La::'.'yl2.nd .~is -corical ·.::irust 

.--'.nnapolis 
STATE 
:~E,r;;·land 



II DESCRIPTIO;N 

X....EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

LUNALTERED 

__ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Lilestcne .Io. 54( 57) marks ::ason anci. :Jixon' s 54th horizontal mile ·de st of 

tr1e northeast corner of Larylancl, the beginnin;:; point of t'.'leir 230.228-wile .iest 

~ine. It i~ an original nilestone of 1766, at its oricinal site where it 

·;1as reset in 1902 at Lie ti::ie of ti1e 1900-03 rtesurve:,· of the i~a~0 yl2,nd-..tennsylvania 

boundary, and is in excellent condition. 

'.i:'~1e area here is rural, r;ently rollinc:; farnland interspersed 11i th woods, and 

sparsely settled, although the site is within a large acreaze now called hason 
. b¥ its inconsnic~ousness 

Dixon .ii;states, ~latted for suo~ivision., ,ie.L1.-~)rotecteC1 now;-.ntnin a deciduous 
~ , . , . "1:1en d.eveloument taLe.;>, -)lace e/. 

patch 01 woocs, it coulu quickly become enaafisered in ~ne 1utur • It is about 

1.85 miles due soutt of the scattered settleuent of ~ticks, ~.; about 2 miles 

due east ot~~tiX~t~fb; f£/~c">.; ,-.bout z;. r:1iles ·.rest of Lrn scattered .settleoent of 

Stiltz, i;:::;/;"·"; ::i.bout 30' north of .uineboro Hoo.d at its bend to the west paralleling 

t~1e Line,a.:1.d. about 400 1 east of its intersection by Grave Run ?.oc:,d/'.i'-354. i.'ne 

:::ionur.1ent can be seen fron the ro2.d o.ll seasons. 

as Ni th all ori.::;inal Lason and :Jixon milestones alone; the -.-.'est :Wine, this 

monument is an embellished ooli ~ic lir.1estone :;:Jost '.-ri th a lou ~Jyramidal top, 

quarried o.nd carved in .;:;n;;land, r:ieasured about 12 11 square by about 4;2 1 long, cut 

t t d b t 3
1 ' d C) t ~- to1 stand1 t)bQi.,t. l;~I above sround_t.t o s an a ou aoove sroun • rtese nore 11rn y in ~o~A 1~ now stanus aoou 

13n high, measures about 12'' on tne nortn siue and about 11;~11 on -che other three 

sides. ~he capital letters P (facing ~ennsylvania on t~e north side) and }i 

(fc-"cine; Laryland on the south side), their circle panels, fluting, margins, and 

~yra1::iid2l top are all clearly G.efined, wi tl: o:r.ly minor chips at the top corners. 

Unfortunately, the apex of the top was chipped enough to allow tie cementing in 

of a USC&GS lriangulation ~tation metal disk (~o. 54) in 1959. 

(see Theuatic u~up ~ational ~egister nomination form for full descri~tions 
of tne orit;inal hason and JJixon monur.1ents and the 1900-03 .rtesurvey method of 
resetting these) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



3urvey ~.o. c.~x~-290 

II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

-XI 700-1 799 

.x1800-1899 

_1900-

__A.RCHEOLOCiY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

__.6.GRICULTURI; -ECONOMICS 

__ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION 

__A.RT -ENGINEERING 

-COMMERCE .AfXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

-COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_LAW _SCIENCE 

_LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_MUSIC _THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

X-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT LOTHER !SPECIFY) 

boundary surveying 

SPECIFICDATES 1766 (reset 1902) .BIJllD:IR/.tA6Cl3At,ftl Charles :~ason "' J erer::iah Dixon 
~ ' .,. ... "'H" "I' 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

.,. -- 54(-
7

) . . . ,. oll ,L1e natiQnal ai;i.d.
5
state levels ana.· i-nlestone .;o. ) is s1gn1I1canv/as one or t;ne J...:> originaJ. nason 

'. of 179'6ta:ud l267d. 1 t' . -)30 -28 · 1 ·1 t -- . t- . -Dixon rnonur::en'Es, s i.LI s va:h ing a ang neir c:. • c -mi e . es _._,ine, ~le boundary 

conmonly l:noHn since Civil -.far tices as t11e J.:ason-Jixon Line, notable for its 

historical impact and irmovati ve survey i;1eL1ods. :-:arl:in; the 54th ::-;ile -.-:e.st 

of the no1°L-1east ccrner of i•cL:·,;rl:c.nd, t:"is milestone is one of 18 orit.;inal 
-::Jtill visualJy 

::ionu1r.ents/o.e.Lineat;1ng 'Ene :)reaent Carroll/York county boundary (one of 1:!5 

~il2stones) anri in exceptionally good conJition, taus of consiierable local 

si::;nificance, as s. rer.1inci.er of t:C1e colonial and Civil .lar heri ta;e of ti1ese 

t-.. ;o counties. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



(see fhe~atic Group ~ational ~egister nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SE~.ARATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less ,_, 

1rnpn one acre 

·~uadrangle name: Lineboro (Laryland-:?ennsylvania), U.SGS 7.5 r:iinute series, 
scale 1:24000 

UTI'': reference: zone 18, easting 34513, northing 439809 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION N/.:i. 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE l·~aryland COUNTY Carroll 

STATE 
?ennsylvania 

COUNTY 
York 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Alice ::artin (volunteer, l~ason-Dixon Line boun~:.cc.ry r::arker surveyor) 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

ifaryland nistorical Trust/!:arylo.nd Jeclocical 3urvey 1/20/80 site surveyed 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

14308 hount ~venue 301/472-2128 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

?hoe nix Larylo.nd 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 







d4Z-A1:1J 
t 

W~AI 't.rJl;K#~'(t)¥1T L/NE: h'-'1451~ 'E NI • ~e#Ul9~ (/i/.-

~ AU&eH~liJ ~IP ~9111?'3 l~ 






