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ASCN-DIAON LINE: ILLSTCONE 0. 55(58) 1766 (reset 1902; reset at new
Lineboro, Maryland/Pennsylvania vicinity location on the Line 1983)
Public/private

Milestone No. 55(58), an original crownstone of 1766, approximately marks l{ason
and Dixon's 55th horizontal mile west of the northeast corner of laryland, the
beginning point of their 230.,228-mile Jest Line, longest of their survey lines
run and mcrked during their 1763-68 commission to define the boundary between the
Znglish provinces of haryland and Pennsylvania. This crownstone, as with all
original ‘jest Line monuments, was an embellished oolitic limestone post with a
low pyramidal top, guarried and carved in Zngland, and originall; measured about
12" square by about 4%' long, cut to stand about 3' above ground. 3traddling the
Line, the szield of the Penn coat of arms faced Pennsylvania to the north, and
that of the Calverts faced laryland to the south. Reset in 1902 to stand about
152' above ground, during the course of the 1900-03 Resurvey of the laryland-
Pennsylvania boundary, No. 55(58) was buried at the time of the reworking and
elevating of this section of Carroll Warehime Road (believed in the mid-1960's).
In 19383, through the coopertive effort by the states of laryland and FPennsylvania
and the ilztionel Geodetic Survey, the monument was excavated and reset at a new
site about 20' west on the Line. It now stands about 1B'" above ground, measures
about 11" square, i1s in fairly good condition thaough with large chips at the top
corners (one into the Calvert shield), and remeins unaltered. It has recently
veen enclosed by an iron cage provided by tane Col. Richard Iclalister Chapter of
the DAR. Cn the federal and state levels, this crownstone is significant primarily
2s one oI z series of 135 original lason and Dixon monuments still standing along
the .est Line, the boundary commonly known since Civil War times as the lMason-
Dixon Line, famous for its historical impact and innovative survey methods.
Locally, as one of 18 originzl monuments remaining along the present Carroll/York
county boundary (3 crownstones; 15 milestones), it is also significant as one of
a diminishing number of objects and structures with a visually identifiable

relationship to the colonial and Civil War neritage of these two counties,
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DESCRIPTION
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_FAIR __UNEXPOSED {reloczted on the Li.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Until April 4th, 1983,

/ Milestone iio. 7)(33) markKed iason and Dixon's 55th horizontal mils west of

tne initiel stone at the nortiaeast corner of l.arylznd, the leginaing point of

their 230.22¢-wile Jest Line. It is an orizinal crownstone of 175
2l remaining alons the entire Line; one of only 3 resaining along tne present

Zarroll/York Coun uj boundary; is in fairly good condition and now stands firmly
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and visibly in place/about 20" west of 1ts original site, =t = newly surveyed

point oun the Line.
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The monument, as with all original lMason and Dixon monuments along their

Jest Line, was gquarried and carved in England;was an embellished, oolitic
limestone post witn a low pyranidal top, measuring about 12" sguare by about

420 long (the bottom 1)i' rough-cut for setting into the ground). In 1902,
during tue course cof the 1900-C3 Resurvey of the liaryland-Yennsylvania boundary,
this crownstone was reset to stand about 1l)2' above srcound and the remainder
surrounded ©y a collar of concrete below ground. 1t remained this visible

and above road zgrade level until sometime after tihe 195C field daswnection of

the .aryland-Pennsylvania boundary markers (believed by scume until about mid-
1$60's, when Pennsylvania rozd maintenance workers regraded/reworked Carroll-
Jarehime Road and buried the wmonument, morking with the wmetal oil drum). It

now measures about 11" sguare (west side, 11,2') and stands about 14 above
ground. <The Penn saield, faciang north, is clecr and intza ctﬁ* hough there are
large cnips at the top corners and edges; the uﬁlver%lSPEfa 1S clear but damaged
(large chunk out of tiie top southeast+cgrner and edges). iost flutdi Lb znd bits
of msrgins remain, as do some of tihae/Plénes, thouzh 2ll edzges are chipved.
according to the Hanover, Ya, ivening Sun (undszted artic le), the Jol. <ici.ard
IlcCalister Chapter, Dar, recently enclosed tais monument with a "wrought iron
B g S, Zig,gegacies responsible,
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E} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
REHISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —_LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _ MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
X 1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING _—MuUsIC __THEATER
X-1800-1899 —COMMERCE X EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY _ _TRANSPORTATION
—-1900- —COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY X_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X _OTHER (SPECIFY)
 INVENTION ooundary surveying
SPECIFIC DATES 1706, reset 1902 BUILDERLARGHITECT gBﬁ\‘fﬁ?ﬁRﬁ;‘as on & Jeremiah Dixon

reseu at new location 1983
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

jesoite itg regcen elocation . . e .
/f Te5t6ns ﬁoi g5t§8§, a crowndtone, is significant on the federzl and state
levels as cne of the 135 originel l.ason and Dixon monuments of 1766 and 1767 still

standing along their 230.z22¢-wmile West Line, tie boundary commonly kXnown since

ivil Jar tiues as the hason-vixon Line, famous for its historical impact and

innovative survey uethods. lerking the 55th 2ile west of the northeast corner
a - ' , . - s . . Hest
of ilaryland, this crownstone is one of only 24 renaining on the entire/ILiRné,

and one of 18 (only 3 of which are crownstones) reuzining on the uresent Carroll/

York county boundary, aud tius oi considerzble locel
J Y

representaiion coi tae colonial ara Sivil Jar heriteoge of these two counties
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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2 APHICAL REFERENCES

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Moving rock
and history

By CRISTINA ROUVALIS
Daily Record staff writer

LINEBORO, Md. — At a bend
of rural road, history was moved a
little Monday on the line that once
divided Yankees from Rebels.

A camera-happy crowd watched
as road crews relocated one of the
limestone crownstones of the Ma-
son-Dixon line. o

At 12:30 p.m, the rock was still in
a hole in the ground by the roadside.

That's hardly the place for 2'2 tons -

of history that helped to settle bor-
der squirmishes between Pennsylva-
nia and Maryland in the 1760s and
separated free state from slave states
during the Civil War.

By late afternoon,-the rock had

a n~—home on a grassy patch
abc ¢ ground on the border of
Carroll Township, Md. and

Manheim Township, Pa. The new
site is 20 feet west.

Now people can look at the
eroded Pennsylvania Coat-of-
Arms on one side of the marker,
the Maryland one on the other,
instead of stumbling into a ditch,
said Frank Brown, who lives on
the neighboring farm.

No; the crownstones hadn't
sunk three feet, Brown said. The
road was elevated in the early 60s,
and the crownstone stayed below.
A metal drum had protected it
from the elements.

“‘Someone once drove around
the curve and into the ditch," said
Brown, the catalyst for the reloca-
tion. ““Fortunately * the
crl::v'vnswncs and the person were
0 s ]

So in the interest of safety and
history, Brown decided to organize
a group to move the legal bound-
ary between the two states.

That plan was scrapped, he said,
when the Pennsylvania Historical
and’™ “eum Commission told him
pec, .an’t just pick up corner-
stones and move them.

Such a task requires computer
calculations and celestial observa-
tions to make sure the stone stays
on the line. The commission, the
Maryland Geological Survey and

®
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Onlookers gaze as Mason-Dixon crownstone is unearthed

the National Geodetic Survey un-
dertook the project. :

The Pennsylvania Department
of Transportation donated a road
crew to the cause. The lifting of the
crownstone after two hours of dig-
ging was punctuated by cheers.

It was the first time that a cor-
nerstone on the Pennylvania-
Maryland border had been moved,
said J.M. Anderson, of the Mary-
land- Department of Transporta-
tion.

The marker was even intact.

* To Barbara Lefever, the project
recalled a courageous trek through
the wilderness by English survey-
ors Charles Mason and Jeremiah
Dixon from 1763 until 1767. Mrs.

CARR-AI

Lefever wrote a book about the
duo that she hopes to get
published. :
- ““Mason was the serious, sober-
minded one,' she said. ‘‘Dixon
was the flippant, happy-go-lucky
one. He was the mathematical
genius." )

The surveyors were commis-
sioned from England to draw a
boundary that would finally settle
the fierce boundary battles be-
tween Pennsylvania and Marlyland
farmers. A crew of more than 40
blazed the wilderness’ trail before
the crownstone were set five miles
apart.

Although the surveyors names
later were immortalized as the Civ-

L7(EES (O 9:(.9.6’)(/‘7, AA{ AL ST
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Record photo by Marilyn Shapiro

il War line of demarcation, she
said, they died unsung heroes in
Colonial times.

“That's why I wrote the book,”
Mrs. Lefever said.

To Carol Knobloch, the reloca-
tion meant she inherited a small
block of history on her property.

She doubts whether the relo-
cated crownstone will become a
tourist attraction on the secluded
stretch of rural road where strang-
ers are a rare sight.

“But it would be nice if some
&eople took an interest in it,"" said

nobloch, of Crossroads School-
house Road. *‘I plan to put a
flower garden around it and dress
it up a little.”
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Fleming has hiked 76 miles of the Calister Chapter of the D
boundary line between Maryland and Sun Photo)

vania — from Its origin to

{adeline Fleming, York, photographs Adams County.
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marker along the Mason and Dixon oo g
Line in M Township Sunday.
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- Record photo by Marilyn Shapiro

A crownstone of the Mason-Dixon Line in Manheim Town-
ship was relocated from its spot three feet under the ground to
a new location Monday afternoon. Ed Adams of Hanover
gives the thumbs up sign to the backhoe operator, Dennis
Rhodes, to keep pulling the marker from the ground.

Story, photoon 1D,
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