
ABSTRACT 

Cl..R.R-291 
; .. :.ASCN-:::nxoN LUTE: i·:ILi;.S'i'O:T:s :m. 55( 58) 
Lineboro, Maryland/Pennsylvania vicinity 
Public/private 

1766 (reset 1902; reset at new 
location on the Line 1983) 

Hilestone No. 55(58), an original cro;mstone of 1766, approximately marks hason 

and Dixon's 55th horizontal mile west of the northeast corner of haryland, the 

beginning point of their 230.228-mile Aest Line, longest of their survey lines 

run and m2rked during their 1763-68 commission to define tl1e boundary between the 

English provinces of Laryland and Pennsylvania. 'l'his cro1.mstone, as with all 

orie;inal ·.lest Line monuments, was an embellished oolitic limestone post with a 

low pyramidal top, quarried and carved in England, and originall; measured about 

12" square oy about 4~·2 1 long, cut to stand about 3' above ;:;round. Straddlin:::; the 

Line, the sjield of the Penn coat of aros faced Pennsylvania to the north, and 

that of the Calverts faced ~aryland to the south. Reset in 1902 to stand about 

L~' above sround, durinc the course of the 1900-03 Resurvey of the i~ryland

Pennsylvania boundary, No. 55(58) was buried at the ti::1e of the re·.·ror~dng and 

elevating of this section of Carroll ~larehime Road (believed in the mid-1960 1 s). 

In 1983, through the coopertive effort by the states of Maryland and Pennsylvania 

and the ;.r,,_ tion2.l Geodetic Survey, the monument was excavated and reset at a new 

site about 20 1 west on the Line. It no:·r stands about 1411 above z;round, rneasures 

about 11 11 square, is in fairly good con di ti on taough wi tn large chips at the top 

corners (one into the Calvert shield), and renains unaltered. It has recently 

been enclosed by an iron cage provided by the Col. ~ichard ~~Calister Chapter of 

the DAR. On the federal and state levels, this crownstone is significant priuarily 

c:s one of a series of 135 original Eason and Dixon monuments still standing along 

t:i.e .iest :i:..ine, the bounC.ary commonly known since Civil -.-:ar times as the l·:ason

Dixon Line, facous for its historical impact and innovative survey methods. 

Locally, as one of 18 ori0inal monuments remaining along the present Carroll/York 

county bounciary (3 crownstones; 15 Llilestones), it is also significant as one of 

a diminishing number of objects and structures with a visually identifiable 

relationship to the colonial and Civil ~iar heritace of these t~o counties. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

1;..JVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC (Eason a:cid Dixon's) -lest Line, 55th hile :>tone 

ANO/OR COMMON 

I~ascn-Dixon Line: L:ilestone :Uo. 55 (1900-03 l=tesurvey Iionument Ho. -58) 

fl LOCATION (not for publication) 

STREET & NUMBER north side of 3augh:Jan I·:ill L\oad 

CITY. rowN 

Lineboro ...X.. VICINITY OF 
STATE 

Larylanci/Pennsylvania 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 
_BUILOING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

JLOBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
_XPUBLIC 

_PRIVATE 
_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQ~~JION 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS IV.1-~ 
_OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES RESTRICTED 

)LYES UNRESTRICTED 
_NO 

C9NGRE~SIO}IAL .DISTRICT 
hD: b I ?.'I.: 19 
COUNTY 
ED: Carroll / ?."..: York 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA:1K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCiENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 
_ TRANSPORTtATIP"i _ s ate 
AOTHE~ Ooun ar~{ marker 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY (r:ionument only; see Thematic Group H:ct nonination form) 

NAME State of liaryland/Commonweal th of Pennsylvani,p. 
Te.Lephone #: 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE I Zl.p code 
_ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION N/A 
(see surroundinc uroperty ownership list) 

COURTHOUSE ~ 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (also see ti§~fB~~io~r~g¥mjrR 
TITLE Carroll County ~istoric Sites Inventory 

DATE 
c~RR-291 entered 1/30 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

Karyland ~istorical Trust 

_FEDERAL -1sTATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 

i·:ar 'land 



B DESCRIPTION 
.:iurve:,.· _.o. 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-ORIGINAL SITE -EXCELLENT 

X..GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

k.-UNALTERED 

-ALTERED ,XMOVED DATE 4/4/?3 
( reloc2teci on 

1

the LL 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Until April 4th, 1983, 

/ ;.:ile3tone .ro. 55(53) mar~ed i:nson and. .Jixon' s 55th horizoEtal r::.ile ·,;est of 

the initial atone at the northeadt corner of :.aryl~nd, the ~eGinning point of 

t:1eir 230.228-·;ile _;-est Line. It is an original cro·..rn.stone of 1766, one of 

24 re~ainin~ alone the en~ire Line; one of only 3 ro8ainin~ along the present 

:arroll/York ~ounty boundary; is in fairly cood con~ition ana no~ stands fir~ly 
aboµt 14" ebcve :·rou icJ. '";1C. . . 

and visibly in place;u.bout 2t5 1 'i!es't of its original site, ,_·,t ;~-newly surveyed 

fOint on the Line. 
,. . . , - . . . . .a ,,:ii:t·.lr~ of /"'-nd._ . lne area here is rural, sent~y ro~~inc, ~utn1 scat~erea tar~s ;a~cnes of 

.
1 

, ,(to the north and. '\·rest d 1 . . , 
woo~ &nas ~na recent suoaivision eve~opment to t~e east and scutn. The 

. . _ -anc. ne·.-r , _ , , . _ ~ . . _ _ . 
or1sinaL;s1tes are loc~ted Qoout 1 sile auc east oI tne vi~la~e of ~ineboro, 

I . :Jaughrn;:iu Lill ,,~oad ·1±' th, 1 • • . ; :D P . .;,, at L1e north\1est cc:rner fonned by t:ie JUnc'Cion oI'; -.,arrol .. aren1Le ~{oad 

(·r-352). '1\-:.e original site (recorded by l:GS )rior to t:ie relocating of ti1e 

t) b 3 1 ~ t' ci f' t' d , .._. ;SO -gy . monu~en was a out rroLi ne eu~e o 3e rou JUnc~~on, ~as a;~e~ression 

encircled by a bent metc.l oil cirur:J, wi t:i ti1e .Jonument uneXlJOsed, covered by 
~ . ,;Q._ L1 t lf2 .J.iPJ,i.ui.;ent tor- ~ . . , , 

severc::l inc~:es 01 soil, 1 auout 2 ue.J...ow .;rouna: .Level, ::'nd ot_1er·.ase unr:;~"-rr.:.ea. 

-~· . . - . , tl . . h .leveld _ d .1now. . d _ . . . . .i.ne new site is on s.Lign y hii;;. er;(jroun , cLeare ,2.na. moni-core oy neignooring 

residents. 1he reloc~tion took ;lace followinG considerable cooperation among 
. . req-c)O¥J..~ible fq:r tl:e r.1:;;..inte:uance d . ..:2enusvlv2,nt' a_ __ , ) 

tne 3.ger~cies; 1.,:1ar~·;t~ .. Ec: Geo.Loe;ical ;:iurvey an tne; lJivision o .Land ,..:ecora.s 

a!'.]-4 r~~uryy~in~ (~;c,~i~n~l 3eocietic Survey); u1d t[E}u~W€ii~l §B\1ilI~~~~g~fded by 
/P~H1n~y!~Eii±~ ~!tfite,,,o~li-t;yb!l;ainten2,nce Je~L.rtr::ent), Hi thou t any duca.ce to the stone, 

.;:'he r:10nument, as with all original ;;e.son and .Jixon r:~onu::,:en ts alone; their 
.lest .Liine, -,;as quarried 2nd carved in :Sncland; w;:,;S an er:Jbellished, oolitic 
liuestone post ':ii Li a 101.1 l)yro..uid&l top, measurins about 12" sq_uare by about 
4;:: 1 lone (the bottom 1-;'.: 1 roug~1-cut for setties into Lie ground). In 1902, 
durin~ t~e course of the 1900-03 Resurvey of the l~ryland-iennsylvania boundary, 
this crownstone was reset to stand about L2 1 above crcund Rnd the recainder 
surrounded cy a collar of concrete belo·c1 0round. lt rer:;ained tllis visible 
&Lei ~b~ve road ~racie level until sometime after t~e 1~50 field ins]ection of 
the ,':aryland-?ennsylvania bound:1ry markers (believed by scr;:e until about rJid-
1960• s, when Pennsylvania road maintenance workers regraded/reworked Carroll
.iarehime .~oad D.nd buried tr.e i:;onument, r:.:~ rL::inc~; 1:i th the Getal oil ::irur:i). It 
now measures about llfl s,1uare (·,·rest sicie, ll;.211

) and stanG.s about 1411 above 
ground. fhe Penn shield, facing north, is clear a~~ in~a~t~_,.tLouch t~ere ~re 
1 . . -'- ._, ._ , _ _,.. ~ l .1.'-'ci:t;..1.,)~-"°94.,h - · t cl d c.r[;e Ci1l_;G av t,,lce vO? corners 311.J. ec:.ces j c-.1e 'v3. Vert Sn::e.LQ/ is C..Lec.r O'.,l ar:1age 
( lart,;e chun.h: out of ti:te ton southeast. corner a1~d. eciges). ..:ost fluting and bi ts 

_ .... f?f· ,~..! ...... ;-...,.....,..! ~- ,~ ,..,.-1~<'"1 _':' -'.'-·~,-./~ 0 £,., ~-.- .. ,,.,·_ . ....,"'l :i~ ... (:.J. --::,.... ~\· -, d OJ. •. 1._cr 0 -'-ns .Ledc,~l1 1 n5 QO ;:,Q,~e 0.:. v.-c;; ..,-•.L-... .. es, v.iOu. 0 ,1 ·.ct.c.~ ea.__,~S c,.e C •• ir.rpe o 

.'i.ccord.L1c_; to the ~-i:anover, }· ... , :"'venin::; .Sun ( un:i:. teci article), t:1e ...:ol •• ~ici __ ffd 
LcCali.ster 0l1apter, J,~~~, recently enclosed t:1is i .• o!iuuent c-:ith a 11 :;rou.::;ht iror ... 
c~e.C on tirnir own initiative, »ri thout con-::ac tin::; -::~e ac:;e:J.cies re 5 .:onsible; 
\...-O~TINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY s. .. :~arently) • -
(s~e.l~~~~tic Gro~pn~· tional ~e£it'.ster,n1oQ~n~~~on form for d~sqri;tions of ) 
ori::;in"- 'ason ."lna _1,;ixon ,:onu. .. :211 s &nu 9v0-0) .iesurve;y ,;-;etnoc:. OJ. rese"Cting 



111 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

'REHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

X-1 700-1 799 

X-1 800- 1 899 

_1900-

--4.RCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC 

--4.RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

--4.GRICULTURE 

--4.RCHITECTURE 

--4.RT 

-COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

-ENGINEERING 

LEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1766, reset 1902 
reset at new location 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-LAW _SCIENCE 

_LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_MILITARY _SQCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_MUSIC _THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

X-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X-OTH~R (SPECIFY) • 
oounuary surveying 

;2fr~~t5n~t~o~e§5f~85;1~c~f~BRstone, is significant on the federal and state 

levels as one of the 135 original :2son and Dixon sonuments of 1766 and 1767 still 

standins alonG their 230.228-oile ~est ~ine, tie ~oundary cornnonly ~nown since 

Civil .leer tii;;es i.'.S t~1e ;.o_son-::Jixo~1 Line, f2,1:10us for its ~1istorical ir:1yc-tct &nd. 

innovi.l ti ve ~;urve~·- L:eL1ods. ~~arLin;_; the 55tt. :.ii le west of ti.e r:orthea3t corner 

~ - - l __, t' - , . .c 1 --4 . . .._. t. ;-~est or i_ary an~, nis crowns~one is one oi oniy ~ reuaininc on ~ne e~ ire ~ine, 

and 0:1e of 18 (only ) of \r::ich 2,re cr::nmstones) rer:iaininc; on the preser.t Carroll/ 

York county boundary, an~ ~ius of consider~ble local si~r;.ific~nce, as ~ visual 

:epresentation oi t~e colonial aLci ~ivil .:ar heritc~e of these t~o counties. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



(see l~eGatic Group National Register nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGc OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ] ess tirnn one acre 

-~uadrn!lgle name: i.ineboro (fai.ryland-Pennsyl vc:,nia) , UJG.S 7. 5 :-uinu te series, 
scale 1:24000 

U'.:.'I-I reference: zone l€), easting 34364, norti:,ing 439812 C original ,site)) 
zone I~, e~stin~ ~43 , nortbjn~ 4308 CreLuca~ea SJ.~~ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ::j,1_ 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE i.aryland COUNTY Gar roll 

STATE J?enn.sJ'l vania COUNTY York 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE ,.lice ~:0.rtin (volunteer, i-.a.son-.Jixo::i i.ine boun0.2;.ry nc-crker .surveJ'or) 

ORGANIZATION DATE (.site 
!~ryland distorical Trust/ haryland Geolocical ciurvey 1/20/30 . 7/9/63 s~rveyed) 

STREET & NUMBEEl , ~O ,~ , _,_ 
i~~ o ~oun~ ~venue T3151/9ft72-2128 

CITY OR TOWN . , . 
.<- noenix 

S.T~TE • 
harylanei 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



Jlorder 
Moving rock 
and history 
By CRISTINA ROUVALIS 
Daily Rtcord S((Jj/ wriltr 

LINEBORO, Md. - Al a bend 
of rural road, history was moved a 
little Monday on the line that once 
divided Yankees from Rebels. ' 

A camera-happy crowd watched 
as road crews relocated one of the 
limestone crownstones of the Ma· 
son-Dixon line. 

At 12:30 p.m, the rock was still in 
a bole in the ground by the roadside. 
That's hardly the place for 2Yi tons 
of hi~rory that helped to settle bor· 
der sqoirmishes between Pennsylva
nia and Maryland in the 1760s and 
separated free state from slave states 
during the Civil War. 

By late af temoori, the rock had 
a 11 borne on a grassy patch 
ab' e ground on the border of 
Carroll Township, Md. and 
Manheim Township, Pa. The new 
site is 20 feet west. 

Now people can look at the 
eroded Pennsylvania Coat-of· 
Arms on one side of the mar.leer, 
the Maryland one on the other, 
instead of stumbling into a ditch, 
said Frank Brown, who Jives on 
the neighboring farm. 

No: the crownstones hadn't 
sunk three feet, Brown said. The 
road was elevated in the early 60s, 
and the crownstone stayed below. 
A metal drum had protected ii 
from the clements. 

"Someone once drove around 
the curve and into the ditch," said 
Brown, the catalyst for the reloca
tion. "Fortunately the 
crownstones and the person were 
olc." 

So in the interest of safety and 
history, Brown decided to organize 
a group to move the legal bound
ary between the two states. 

Thar plan was scrapped, he said, 
when the Pennsylvania Historical 
and cum Commission told him 
pee.. .an't just pick up corner· 
stones and move them. 

Such a task requires computer 
calculations and celestial observa
tions to make sure rhe stone stays 
on rhe line. The commission. the 
Maryland Geological Survey and 

the National Geodetic Survey un· 
dertook the project. 

The Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation donated a road 
crew to the cause. The lifting of the 
crown stone af tcr two hours of dig
ging was punctuated by cheers. 

It was the first rime that a cor
nerstone on the Pennylvania
Maryland border bad been moved, 
said J.M. Anderson, of the Mary
land Department of Transporta
tion. 

The marker was even intact. 
To Barbara Lefever, the project 

recalled a courageous trek through 
the wilderness by English survey
ors Charles Mason and Jeremiah 
Dixon from 1763 until 1767. Mrs. 

Lefever wrote a book about the 
duo that she hopes to get 
published. 

"Mason was the serious, sober
minded one," she said. "Dixon 
was the flippant, happy-go-lucky 
one. He was the mathematical 
genius." 

The surveyors were commis
sioned from England to draw a 
boundary that would finally settle 
the fierce boundary battles be· 
tween Pennsylvania and Marlyland 
farmers. A crew of more than 40 
blazed the wilderness' trail before 
the crownstone were set five miles 
apart. 

Although the surveyors names 
later were immortalized as the Civ-

Reeon:I photo by Marilyn Shapiro 

ii War line of demarcation, she 
said, they died unsung heroes in 
Colonial times. 

"That's why I wrote the book," 
Mrs. Lefever said. 

To Carol Knobloch, the reloca· 
lion meant she inherited a small 
block of history on her property. 

She doubts whether the relo· 
caced crownstone will become a 
tourist attraction on the secluded 
stretch of rural road where strang
ers are a rare sight. 

"But it would be nice if some 
people took an interest in it," said 
Knobloch, of Crossroads School
house Road. "I plan to put a 
flower garden around it and dress 
it up a little." 



PHOTOGRAPHS MARKER - Pennsylvania - from II.a origin to 
Madelloe Fleming. Yort, pbotograpba AdamJ County. Tb.ls fete WU ac
tbe ceremonies to dedicate a crown compUabed over a !> year period. The 
marter along tbe Muon and Dixon marker, restored and protected, wu 
Llne ln Manbelm Township Sunday. dedicated by the Col RJcbard Mc
Mn. Flemtng haa hlted 76 miles of tbe Callster Chapter of the DAR. <Evenlnl 
bouDdaey Une between Maryland and Sun Photo) ;µ,it'dv~~ 



Moving up in the world 
A crownstone of the Mason-Dixon Line In Manheim Town-
ship was relocated from Its spot three feet under the ground to 
a new location Monday afternoon. Ed Adams of Hanover 
gives the thumbs up sign to the backhoe operator, Dennis 
Rhodes, to keep pulling the marker from the ground. 

Story, photo on 1 D. 

/'&~ .J),41!,Y R.Ca'~/ fHA.1 ~ • 
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