
C.::..rt~-304 
~ '"'"3C~ -:or.xo~; LL~~: : :rL::::;STO~i::.:.; ~~o. 68 ( 71) 
=.ittlestOi·m, PennsylvEmia vicinity 
:?u-olic/pri V&. te 

1767 (reset 1902) 

~,ilestone ~Io. 68(71) is an ori;:;inal monur:;ent of 1767 at its original site, 

r.>.ri:ing Lason anci .Jixon' s 68th hor:'..zonte,l ::1ile •.-;est o: t:1e norti.1ea.st corner of 

~-:0-ryland, the be:;inning of their 23C .c:2S-uile ,iest :;.,ine, lon.=est of L1eir survey 

lines run r.<nc. D'3.r.i::ed durin; their 1763-68 coGrnission to define the bounciary bet11een 

t::1e :::::;n;lis~1 provinces of ;:arylanc and :.?ennsyl v::cnia. .. .• s Hi th 211 ori,;inal -:est 

Line conuKents, this nilestone was quarried anci carved in ~ngland, of oolitic 

lii::estcne, L:easuring &bout 12 11 s;.i.uare by '-~-oout 4~"' long, •ri t:.-... t~:e base left rough-

cut for setting into tie croun~. It is eGbellished wit~ vertic~l flutin; and 

~10ri=.0:1teJ._ly-fluted r:1a.rz;ins on all four sides, ':IiL1 a lo'.J )Yrc:.r.:i3.;::l top forced by 

flute~ 0l&nes rising about 2 11 to a centered a)ex. 2he ciistinguis~ing features 

are the 1o~an capital letters ? on the north sice facing ?ennsylvania and h on 

the south side facin8 l~aryland, each V-sunk into a ]lain shallo~ circle ~anel 

near t~e top. ~eset in 1902 durinc the course of the 1900-03 ~esurvey of the 

:::::.r:'/land-~:,em1s;ylv2,nia boundary, ~;o. 6!::(71) h::;.s since stoo~ :.tout 12'' ;:,bove grounc, 

re~ains c~ose tc 12 11 square, is in very ~ood con~ition, unaltered ~nci co~:~ratively 

;rotected. Cn the federGl and state levels, it is si~nificant ;riLarily ~s one 

of ~he se~ies of 135 ori;inal Llonucents still st~ndin~ alon~ t~e :est ~ine, t~e 

bound~ry l&ter ~no~n ~s tje .:ason-Jixon ~ine, fa~ous for its historical iL)act 

and innov~tive survey cet~ods. Locally, as one of 18 oricina~ ~onur1ents ~3r~ing 

co'...L:lt;:,r counC.D_~'Y C:.5 cro.r.nstones, 15 2ilestcnes), it 

a visually identifiable relationship to the colonial an~ Civil .ar herita~e of 

these cc:.1nties. 



Survey No. CARR- 304 

Maryland Hist1rical Trust 
State Historic Sites ln111t1ry F1r11 

Magi No. 

OOE _yes no 

1. Name {indicate preferred name} • 

BOUNDARY MARKERS ALONG THE MASON- DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROUP) 
• hlatorlc (Mason and Dixon 1 s) West Line , 68th Hile Stone 

• •nd/orcommon Mason- Dixon Line : Milestone No . 68 (1900- 03 Resurvex Monument Ng. 71) 

2. Location 
itreet & number off west side of MD 97/PA 97 .!..X... not for publlc.tlon 

city. town" Littlestown 

Pennsylvania 

3. Classification 
c.t..-r 
_ dlatrlct 
- bulldlng(I) 
_ 1tructure 

Ow ........ lp 
....!__ publlc 
_ prlv_ 
_ both 

__!_ vicinity of congresslOMI dl1trlct MD : 6 I PA: 19 

county MD : Carroll / PA: Adams 

Statue ti/A 
_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work In progress 
AcceHillle 

Presentu .. 
_ mgrlculture 
_ commerca.1 
_ educ•tlonal 
_ entertainment 

_ mu..um 
_ park 

-x- •lte 
~-Object 

Public Acqulaltlon 
_ lnproc ... 
_ being conaldered 
~not applicable 

x.._ yea: restricted 
_ yes: unreatrlcted 

_ government 
_lndustra.I 

_ private residence 
_ rellgloUI 
_ scientific 

-~~~ 

~ 

_ no _ mntt.ry L other: ~o~aary 
11ailie• -

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of!!!!. owners> 

(monument only; see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 
nmme State of Maryland/Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 
N/A (see surrounding property ownership list) 

courthou-. registry of deeda, etc. 

atrwt•number 

city, town 

l.iber 

folio 

ltete 

&. Representation in Existing Historical. surveys 

(also see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 
title Carroll County Historic Sites Inventory 

ct.te CARR-304 entered 1/80 - ....,.. _x_ mte - county _ lac.a 

depoaltory fonurvey recon1a Maryland His torica1 Trust 

city, town Annapolis Maryland 



7. Description 

Condition 
_ excellent 
....X... gooct 
_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated L unaltered 
__ ruins _ altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
JL original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. CARR- 304 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Milestone No . 68(71) marks llason and Dixon's 68th horizontal mile west of 

the northeast corner of I1aryl.anc1 , the beginning of their 230 . 228- mile West Line . 

It is an original milestone of 1767 ; in very good condition; unaltered ; firmly 

set, having been reset in 1902 during the course of the 1900- 03 Resurvey of the 

Maryland- Pennsylvania boundary ; and is in its original site , preliminarily 

surveyed in 1765t and comparatively protected from farm machinery and vandalism. 

The area here is generally rolling , open farmland, sparsely settled . It 

is within Election District 3 of Carroll County, ND , Germany Township of Adams 

County , 'PA; about 2 miles southeast of the town of Littlestown, PA; about 2 
. l the :village ,Qf. l R ~m . f f f. ld b b t mi es nortnwesi; ol1S1 ver un , , ; in an open un enced arm- ie erm a ou 

700 1 equidistant from the west side of MD 97 and south side of Georgetown .Road 

(LR-0156) ; opposite the fourth telephone pole west from MD97 · It can be seen 

from both roads wnen vegetation is dormant , but is far enough away from the roads 
that it is inconspicuous and apparently not vandalized. 

As with all original Mason and Dixon West Line monuments, this milestone 

was quarried and carved in England, of oolitic limestone, measuring about 1211 

square by about 4~• long, with the base left rough- cut for setting into the 

ground . It is embellished with vertical fluting and horizontally-fluted mar6ins 

on all four sides, with a low pyramidal top formed by fluted planes rising 

a.bout 2" to a centered apex. The distineuishing features are the Roman capital 

letters P on the north side facing Pennsylv nia and lI on the south side facing 

Maryland, each V-sunk into a plain shallow circle panel close to the top .I~~i£~1; 
the course of the 1900- 03 Resurvey , No . 68(71) was reset to stand about l ' 
above ground, and surrounded below ground by a concrete collar to secure it in 

place . It remains about 12" square and close to izn above this foundation; 

nearly all embellishments are clear v.nd intact , although the top is weatherworn 

and all edges and top corners are chipped . The concrete foundation has been 

exppsed on the north side from the wash from the upper field on the south to the 

lower-level north field , a drop tH~~e~~7,rotected the moaffi!l~fi! ~~om/farm 
machinery . 

(see ~hematic Group ~rational Register nomination form for full descriptions of 
the original ilason and Dixon monuments and the 1900-03 Resurvey method of 
resetting them) 



8. Significance Survey No. 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
~-1~1599 
- 1~1899 

_x_ 1700-1799 
___x_ 1800-1899 
_ 190G-

Area• of Slgnlflcanc-.check and juatlfr below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ ar~heology-hlatorlc _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture __ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_ architecture _ educartlon _ mHltary _ soclal/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _x_ exploratlon/aetttement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communfcatlons _ Industry -L polltlca/govemment _ tnl~ 

_ Invention .....x._ other (apectfy) 
boundary surveying 

Speclflcclatea 1767 (reset 1902) 119mpa; Charles Hason & Jeremiah Dixon 
check : Appl icable Criteria : A B C D 

and/or 
Appl icable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance : .x._national .x._state x._local 

Prepare both a swamary paragraph of significance and a qeneral statement of hist ory and 
support . 

Milestone No . 68(71) is significant on the federal and state levels primarily 

as one of a series of 135 original Mason and Dixon monuments still standing along 

their 230 . 228- mile West Line , later known as the Mason- Dixon Line , famous for its 

historical impact and innovative survey methods . The site was preliminarily 

surveyed in 1765 and the monument set in 1767 , where it remains in very good 

condition, unaltered , at its original site , although reset more securely in 1902 

~tluring the course of the
1

1900- 03 Resurvey of the Maryland- Pennsylvania boundary . 

Locally, it is one of 18 original monuments (15 milestones , 3 cro~mstones)still 

marking the present Carroll/York- Adams county boundary, and is significant as 

one of a diminishing number of objects and structures with a visually identifiable 

relationship to the colonial and Civil War heritage of these counties . 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. CARR-304 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 

1 o. Geographical Data 
~of nominated poperty less than one acre 
au.dr8ngle...,... Littlestown (Maryland-Pennsylvania) 

UTM 
Refere USGS 7.5 minute series (topographic) 

Qu.drangle scale 1 : 24-0oo 

ncee do NOT complete UTM references 

A~ B '2 1215181 14 !319 18! 51 31 
ZOne Eaatlng Northing 

8 W '~' :-1--' ............... 1 I I I I 
Zone &sting Northing 

c LI.J IL.......1-1 ~ ........ _.! I I oLLJ I I I I I 
eLLJ I I I I I F UJ I I I '~......_. ................. _ 
ow..J I I I I I HL_LI I I I .._I .............. ~ ......... ... 

V.,._I ltoundll~ deacrlptlon •nd Juatlflc.tlon N/ A 

Uet all elate• ...ct countle• for properties onrt1111p .... elate• cOUl_llW ........,_... 

mte Maryland code • county Carroll code 

Pennsylvania code county Adams code 

11. Form Prepared By 

nemeltltle Alice Martin (volunteer, Mason & Dixon's West Line boundary marker surveyor) 

organlzetlon Maryland Historical Trust and dete 4fil9/80 ~s~te surveyed) 
Maryland Geological Survey 

etreet & number 14.}08 Mount Avenue telephone 301/472-2128 

city or town Phoenix ...... Maryland 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory a re being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 





.. 

i1! ' l/U;" 7?. /,( (;c: 

--- - ..... _ .. _ . ... ~ . ... .... . ...... ·-
~.}.~'a~~~~\~ 'So \".~ ~\', 85; \l .01'13JY12 

~ • ~ ~ ' 1113t-Jl1i)l?.2A \\-l\"\ 3T AO 

, ; r>,;., ~/ 
,..._ - , ? 

' '· ,. 
1· 
• I\ , 
·\. 
'L ... 
, . 

'· ''• • 

't;, 

i 
·1 
~ 
" ~ 
~ 

·~ 
')\. 

''t 
\ .. ..... 

.. . " . 
',• -

.,. 
~ 

r~ 

---

r 
,, 

r1; 
.. 

~ , - I ' 1:: . I . , . I . \ (. 

I \ t.._ ,.., 
,. -
' ( ! 

' 
• ,I 

I • ~ 
)' • :, 

.. 
~ 

...... ' 

'l~ C· 
~ · 1 
~ 

\'1~ .... ( 

.(· "I 't:::J ":I. -

.... ~ .... ...... ·~ 

~' ~ 
~ 

~ " 
"'0 ~ 
';:_ ~ 

• V\ .. \A '1 t' !l s~ ....... 

' ~~ ~ . ... -'· ~ . . 
)~ I 't 

... 
(' " ~ 

·~ ~ 
f. 

· ~ 
., 
... . . \ h, .._ • I 

;.; '" . , 
. "" ,..., . 

I ~· ' 
' t• 

;i.. .... 
"~ ' , 

\ ,~'-., 
~ 

'"" .... c': ... 
l ' " , 
--: 

.. 
' 

i>-•• .. .. 
t. 





t 

I 
,_/ ,.:! ( (' 1.' f" 1£ "I') I , / ~""I~ ~ .,. , 

A/' ~ I r1 

< ~;(,le~{ ' , , \ r. E • l' I 

,,,4/ 1(/ /.I'/'· / 






