VISR N i)
ADO LtV L

CARR-304

canSCE-DIKO LIna:  ILZSTO . 686(71) 1767 (reset 1902)
Littlestown, Pennsylvania vicinity

Puvlic/private

vilestone o. 68(71) is an orizinal monument of 1757 at its original site,
t

merkine liason and vUixon's 68th horizontal mile wes tae nortaeast corner of

tiaryland, the beginning of their 23C.z28-mile Jest Line, longest of their survey

ines run and mariked during their 65-68 commission to define the boundary between
1 L d 5 th 1765 Y

the Znglish provinces of laryland and Fennsylvania. «s with all originzl ‘jes

[¢]

Line zonuments, this ni guarrisd anc carved in mngland, of ocoliti
lizestone, measuring about 12" sguare by zvout W' long, wita the base left rou
cut for setting intoc tae ground. It is embellished with verticsl fluting and
norizontally-fluted margins on all four sides, witn a low syranmidal top fermed by
fluted planes rising about 2" to a centered apex. <Ihe Gistinguisning features
are the Toman capitzl letters P on the north side facing Pennsylvanie and I on
the south side facing iiaryland, eacih V-sunx into a zlain sha

near tze top. Reset in 1902 during the course of tae 1900-03 Resurvery of the

iaryland-rennsylvania boundary, ho. 55(71) hzs since stool zbout 12" zbove ground,

rewains close tc 12" sqguare, is in very good

wrotected. i the federasl ana stat

4]

levels,

of tie series of 135 crigingl monuments still stending along tae Jest _ine, the

touncdary later unown s tae iason-Jixon ine, fauous for its
0ds.  Locally, as cae of 18 original zoaunents suriing
ounéery (3 crowastones, 15 milecstones), it

numper ¢f objects zanu struct: ith

these ccocuntiese.




Survey No. CARR-304

Magi No.

Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ mo

—

1. Name (indicate preferred name) *

BOUNDARY MARKERS ALONG THE MASON-DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROUP)
* historic (Mason and Dixon's) West Line, 68th Mile Stone

* and/orcommon lMason-Dixon Line: Milestone No. 68 (1900-03 Resurvey Mopument lig, 71)
2. Location
“street & number ©Off west side of MD 97/PA 97 ~X_not for publication
city, town’ Littlestown _X_vicinity of congressional district MD: & / PA: 19
- Pennsylvania county MD: Carroll / PA: Adams
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status i /5 Present Use
____ district X public —___ occupied —_ agriculture —__ museum
— building(s) __ private ___ unoccupied __ commercial —_park
— structure — both ____work in progress —__ educational ____ private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible ____entertainment __religious
=== I object —_In process X yes: restricted —_ government ____scientific
____ being considered — yes: unrestricted — industrial — transpo
X not applicable ___ no ___ military X other: glg‘ﬁl?“ﬁai ry

. Owner of Property (sive nanes and nailing addresses of all owners)

(monument only; see Thematic Group National Register nominztion form)
name State of I*Iaryland/(:ommonwealth of Pennsylvania

street & number telephone no.:

city, town state and zip code

5. Location of l.egal De.scrigtion

N/A (see surrounding property owmership list)

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber
street & number folio
city, town state

6. Representation in Existing usistorical surveys

(also see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)
title Carrocll County Historic Sites Inventory

date CARR-304 entered 1/80 ___federal _X_state ___county ___local

—

depository for survey records llaryland Historical Trust

clty, town Annapolis Shas Maryland




7. Description Survey No. CARR-304

Condition Check one Check one
___excellent ___deteriorated X _unaltered X _ original site
_X_good —_ruins ____altered ___moved date of move

—__fair ____ unexposed =

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Milestone Nos 68(71) marks Mason and Dixon's 68th horizontal mile west of
the northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning of their 230,228-mile West Line.
It is an original milestone of 1767; in fery good conditionj unaltered; firmly
set, having been reset in 1902 during the course of the 1900-03 Resurvey of the
Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary; and is in its original site, preliminarily

surveyed in 17654 and comparatively protected from farm machinery and vandalism.

The area here is generally rolling, open farmland, sparsely settled. It
is within Election District 3 of Carroll County, MD, Germany Township of Adams
County, PA; about 2 miles southeast of the town of Littlestown, PA; about 2
miles Eggtﬁ%%%%83£?§ilver Run, MD; in an open unfencedfarm-field berm about
700" equidistant from the west side of MD 97 and south side of Georgetown Road
(LR-0156)4 opposite the fourth telephone pole west from MD97. It can be seen

from both roads when vegetation is dormanty but is far enough away from the roads

that it is inconspicuous and apparently not vandalized.
As with all original Mason and Dixon West Line monuments, this milestone

was gquarried and carved in England, of oolitic limestone, measuring about 12"
square by about 4%' long, with the base left rough-cut for setting imto the
ground. It is embellished with vertical fluting and horizontally-fluted margins
on all four sides, with a low pyramidal top formed by fluted planes rising

about 2" to a centered apex. The distinguishing features are the Roman capital
letters P on the north side facing Pennsylvznia and M on the south side facing
Maryland, each V-sunk into a plain shallow circle panel close to the top.I?d&ggﬁg
the course of the 1900-03 Resurvey, No. 68(71) was reset to stand about 1t

above ground, and surrounded below ground by a concrete collar to secure it in
place. 1t remains about 12" square and close to 12" above this foundation;
nearly all embellishments are clear and intact, although the top is weatherwora
and all edges and top corners are chipped. The concrete foundation has been
exposed on the north side from the wash from the upper field on the south to the
lower-level north field, a drop tﬁi%éﬁgﬁfﬁrotected the moRiHEEE Pon/farm
machinery,

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form for full descriptions of
the original Mason and Dixon monuments and the 1900-03 Resurvey method of
resetting them)




8. Significance | Suiviay Mo | £ CRRRE A, 1

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____landscape architecture____ religion

—1400-1498 ___ archeology-historic —___conservation — law —__ science

~T__1500-1598 ___ agriculture —_literature __ sculpture

—_1600-1699 ____ architecture — military — soclal/

X 17001799 ___an ; : — music humanitarian

_X 1800-1899 ____ commerce _X_exploration/settiement ____ philosophy ___ theater

—1900- —__ communications —X_politics/government ____ transportation
_%_ other (specify)

boundary surveying
Charles Mason & Jeremiah Dixon

Specific dates 1767 (reset 1902)

check: Applicable Griteria: _A _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B c D E F G

Level of Significance: x national y state yx local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Milestone No. 68(71) is significant on the federal and state levels primarily
as one of a series of 135 original Mason and Dixon monuments still standing along
their 230.228-mile West Line, later known as the Mason=Dixon Line, famous for its
historical impact and innovative survey methods. The site was preliminarily
surveyed in 1765 and the monument set in 1767, where it remains in very good
condition, unaltered, at its original site, although reset more securely in 1902

’_\during the course of tha'lQOO-OB Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary.
Locally, it is one of 18 original monuments (15 milestones, 3 crownstones)still
marking the present Carroll/York-Adams county boundary, and is significant as

one of a diminishing number of objects and structures with a visually identifiable
relationship to the coloniel and Civil War heritage of these counties.

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. CARR-30%

(see Thematic Group National Register nmomination form)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property - Less than one acre

Quadrangle name Littlestown (Maryland-Pennsylvania) e _1:24000
USGS 7.5 minute series (topographic) Sueornrigle sce
UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references

Al blelsis | ke85 | Blz_l_]lEmLTnl'g'L'-l_HlllllJl

Zone Easting Northing one Northing
el d bl e gl & b de-iisd - 1 T R T
el | L e Lol Lyl gebat o Elaptolal gelop=g hifig bopioply |
G| ) W S A Y R R Wl al leaqplbcpan Jolaal g lrope) of
Verbal boundary description and justification N/A
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state Maryland code . county Carroll SO0
state Pennsylvania code county Adams code
11. Form Prepared By .
nameftitle Alice Martin (volunteer, Mason & Dixon's West Line boundary marker surveyor)
organization Maryland Historical Trust and date 4419480 (site surveyed)

Maryland Geological Survey

street & number 14308 Mount Avenue telephone 301/472-2128
city or town Phoenix state Maryland 21131

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annctated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2748
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