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~inssdale, ?ennsylvania vicinity 
rublic/)riv:..cte 

1767 (re3et 1902) 

::ilc:stone :;o. 71(74) is an orici::ial uonuL1ent of l767 3.t its ori0inal site, 

~:i"'rl:inc; ~-~as on &nd Jixon' s 7lst horizonto.l uile :-;est of L1e northe::·.st corner of 

i:e.rylc.nd, tLe begi::min6 of t~1eir 230.228-f!;ile ·.iest :L,ine, loncest of their survey 

lines run ani c~rked during t~eir 1763-68 coooission to define tie boundary bet~een 

conu~ents, t~is ~ilestone ~as ~uarried and carved in ~n;land, of oolitic liaestone, 

·,ms ~:bout l;'.: 11 sc:_u2,re by :_c_bout 4;2 1 2.ong, cut to st;c.ncJ. as a ;ost c;.bou':: 3' <?cbove :::;ro·crnd, 

1.·Ji th t~-:2 bc: . .se left rough-cut for settir.:..:; ::·elo·,; srou~1d. :tis e:~:bellis~~ei ~.-itb. 

·..:he 

distin~uis~in~ features are tie dooan ca}it~l lettem? on the ncrti side facinc 

sriallov circle ]anel near tie to). 

o: t~:e 1902-83 :{esurve~c of the ~.c:.ryland.-?ennsylvani2. boundary, it re~ . .c.ins fir!1ly 

set :,bout 911 i'<bove .::;rounu, still :.:e2.sures :c:.bout 12 11 sc~u2re, is in ~ooi c::rndition, 

Cn the national ~nrt state levels, :;o. 71(74) is si;nificant ]riJarily 

:..::..s one of t~e series of 135 oricinal ~onuaents still uar~in; 

:~r..Ci. innov~-ti ve surve:r :::et~ods. 

a visua:ly identifiable relationshi~ to t~e colonial and Civil ·;&r ~eritace of 

t:::e se connties. 



Survey No. CARR-307 

Maryland Hist1rical Trust Magi No. 

State Historic Sites lnwentory Ftr• DOE _yes 

1. tta111e {indicate preferred name} • 

BOUNDARY MARKERS ALONG THE MASOM-DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROUP) 
hi.torte (Mason ·and Dixon's) West Line, ?1st Mile Stone 

no 

• and/orcommon Mason-Dixon Line : llilestone llo . ?1 (l.900-03 Resurvey Monume~t No. 74) 

2. Location 

street & number off north side of Ruggles Road x...:_ not for publtc.tlon 

city, town Kings dale L vicinity of congresalonal district MD: 6 / PA: l. 9 

at.te Pennsylvania county MD: Carroll I PA: Adams 

3. Classification 
c......., 
_ dlatrlct 
_ bulldlng(a) 
_ structure 

- ••te 
,,_..,L object 

Ownenlllp Stetua N/A PresentUH 
~public _ occupied _ agriculture _ museum 
_ private _ unoccupied _ commercial _ park 
_ both _work In progreaa _ educational _ private residence 
Publlc Acquleltlon AcceHlbl• _ entertainment _ rellgloua 
_ In proceu ..i.. yes: restricted _ government _ scientific 
_ being conaldered _ yea: unrestricted _ Industrial _ tranapqJW~ 

....L.... not applicable _ no _ military lL other: t>ounl!ary 
marker 4. Owner of Property (give names and ma111ng addresses of.!!!!. owners> 

(monument only; see Thematic Group National. Register nomination form) 
name State of lfaryland / Commonweal.th of Pennsylvania 

street 6 number telephone no.: 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 
N/A (see surrounding property ownership list) 

courthou•, registry of deeds, etc. 

etreet & number 

city, town 

liber 

folio 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

(also see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 
title Carroll County Historic Sites Inventory 

date CARR-307 entered 1/80 - ....,.. X-- atate _ county _ locel 
............ 

'8p081tory for eurvey recorde l•aryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis mte Maryland 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
Lgooct 
_fair 

Check one 
_ c1eter1on1tec1 L unaltered 
_ ruins _ altered 
_ unexpoMd 

Survey No. CARR-307 

Check one 
x orlgll ...... 

- moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

:Milestone No . 71(74) marks Hasan u.nd Dixon's 7lat horizontal mile west 

of the northeast corner of Haryland, the beginning of their 230.228- mile West 

Line . It is an original milestone of 1767 ; at its original s~te(prel.iminarily 

"surveyed in 1765) , though reset in 1902 during the course of the 1900- 03 

Resurvey of the Haryland- Pennsylvania boundary; is in good condition, repaired 

but unaltered. 

The area here is generally opi~;r~~m±~a; sparsely settled except for along 

the main roads. The site is within Election District 1 of Carroll County, MD; 

Ger.many Township of Adams County, PA; about ~ mile southwest of the scattered 

roadside settlement of Kingsdale, PA; at a point about 0.15 mile west of HD 194, 

in an open unfenced field about 280 1 north of Ruggles Road, opposite a north­

south hedgerow on the south side of the road; in a nest of cedar branches . 

The tax maps show this property as a residential subdivision, a~8jstakes are 

in place . The site can be seen from the road, all seasons, and will surely 

be endangered once construction begins . 

As with all original Mason and Dixon West Line monuments , this mi1estone 

is an embellished oolitic limestone post with a low pyramidal top ;~Harried 
and carved incM~gfgna;afgegbg~~s~~i~~0X~o§£0~~ff square by about 4)i1 long , /with 

the base left rough-cut for setting into the ground . 'I'here was/¥i~t3:&~1on 
all four sides , framed at each vertical edge by horizontally-fluted margins; 

and fluting on the top planes , converging at a centered apex. The distinguishinG 

features are the Roman capital letters P on the north side facing Pennsylvania 

and I. on the south side f cing Maryland, each V-sunk into a plain shallow circle 

panel near the top . No. 71(74)r~~~~:ger1~n 1902/~be~~~~l~bout l/~ 1 above ground; 

and though it atill measures cl.ose to 1211 square, now stands only about 911 

above ground, is in good condition with most embellishments remaining clear 

and intact' with an almost flat top,weatherworn9 a large chip out of the 

top southeast corner f ahd has been whitewashed. 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form for full descriptions of 
the original hason and Dixon monuments and the 1900-03 Resurvey method of 
resetting them) 



8. Significance Survey No. CARR- ?107 

Period 
_ prehl8tortc 
_ 1400-1499 

,--..._ 1~1599 
_ 1800-1899 
~ 1700-1799 
L 1..,.._1111 
x_ 19«»-

ANaa of Sltlnlftow• Check ....a Juatlfr below 
_ archeology-pNhlatoric _ commun~ planning _ land9cape 81Chltecture_ rellglon 
_ archeology-hlatorlc _ conaervatlon _ law _ aclence 
_ agriculture _ economlca _ lltemure _ aculpture 
_ architecture _ education _ mllltary _ aocl81/ 
- art - engineering - male humann.ten 
_ commerce L-•~ _ phllo8ophy _ lhMtef 
__ communlcatlona _ lnduatry _x_ polltlcalgovemment _ ~ 

_ lnventton .x_ otW (vecffy) 
boundary surveying 

Specific •t- 1767 (reset 1902) ~Charles ?·iason & Jeremiah Dixon 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A 

A 

B C D 

B C D E F 

Level of Significance: Lnational !_state x_local 

G 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s.i.gnif icance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Milestone No . 71(74) is significant on the nntional and state levels 

primarily as one of a series of 135 original llason and Dixon monwnents still 

standing along their 230 . 228- mile West Line , a boundar y later known as the 

Mason-Dixon Line , famous for its historical impact and innovative survey methods . 

The site was pr eliminarily surveyed in 1765, and monument set in 1767 , where 

it remains unaltered to this day , al.t hough repair ed and reset more securely 

~ in 1902 during the course of the 1900- 03 Resurvey of the }£aryland- Pennsylvania 

boundary . Locally , as one of 18 origina.l monuments marking the present 

Carroll/York- Adams county boundar y (3 crownstonea ; 15 milestones) , No . 71(74) 

is also significant as one of a diminishing number of objects and structur es 

with a visually identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil War 

heritage of these counties . 

HISTORY AHD SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. CARR-307 

(see Thematic Group Hational Register nomination form) 

1 O. Geographlcai Data 
AcrMge of nominated property le&a than one acre 
Qu8drengle name Taneytown (Haryland-Pennaylvania) 

USGS 7.5 minute series {topo6raphic) 
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

Quadrangle scale 1: 2 4000 

A lli.§j I 3111 ?I 
Zone Easting 

cl_D 11 I 
eLLJ I I I 
ou.J I I, I 

Northing 

I .._I .............,,__,__.--...,......., 
I .._I """'-".......,,_ ............... 

I .._I ......... ........_-...,....,. 

aw ...... 1 ........ 1 ........................ 11.1. 
Zone Easting Northing 

oLL.J I I I I I 
F LLJ I I I .._I ~......__ .............. 
H L.LI I I I .._I .__._~..-....--

YerlNll ~ deacrlptlon encl Juetlfloetlon N/A 

Uat all ...... ~ co ... tl .. for propettlea oHt'l•pp .... atmte or oountr llound9rlea 

atme Maryland code county Carroll code 

at.le Pennsylvania county Adams code 

11. Form Prepared By 
nameltttleAlice Martin (volunteer, Mason & Dixon's Jest Line boundary marker surveyor) 

Maryland Historical. Trust & 
organization Maryland Geolo.,.cal Survey date 3/30/80 (site surveyed) 

street 6 number 14308 Mount Avenue telephone 301/472-2128 

city or town Phoenix llaryland 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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