
-

~:arr.e;y, ::a.r~·lc.nd. vicinity 
?ublic/)ri V<-c te 

1767 (reset 1902) 

Lilestone ~~o. 73(76) is &n ori.::;ii1al r.:o:rnr.:ie:1t of l7S7 at its 01°::'...c.:;inc:cl site, 

r~.:::-...r>:in.~: :~2 . .30~ and :Ji;-:on' s 73rd }1orizor:t2l r.:ile ~;est of tl~e i1orthe.~st :::orner 01 

:·~E-~~rla.nd, tll.e Oegi11ning of their 230.228-n:ile ·:lest ~ine, loncest of t:-ieir survey 

lines run and carked durinc their 1763-68 commission to define the boundary bet~een 

~ine r~:onui:~er1ts, tl-:is r~:ilc.stor:e ~.,!as c~ll~~-rried 2nO_ cc.rvecl in ~r:.=;12.r:d, of oo1itic 

to; :l~nes tc ~ ce~terei ~)e~. ~he distin~uisti~.:.; ~ecorutive features ~re tie 

Ir: 1902, 

~~tionhl E~~ st~te levels, ::o. 73(76) is si;nificEnt :ri~aril~ ~s one of the series 

::,.s t:·.e ;~aso~1-Ji::on .::.,ine, facous for its ~1i.; torical i;,:,;iac t and innov2, ti ve survey 

.. :e t1.1ods. 

Yorl:-.1.C.ans count;-/ boundary (3 cro·.::1stones; 15 i:;ilestones), it is also si.:.;nific2P.t 

e:.s one 01, c.. (_i!~·~ir .. is~1in.~ :1ui::ber of oOjects ai1d. structu.:-es ·,-d. tl1 E.. visuc_ll:r iC:entifiable 

rel~tionshi] to tie colonial and Civil .~r ieritaGe o: these counties. 



Survey No. CARR- 309 

Maryland Historical Trust Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

1 • Name {indicate preferred name) • 

BOUNDARY MARKERS ALONG THE MASON-DIXON LIHE (THE?lATIC GROUP) 
h18torlc (Mason and Dixon ' s) West Line 73rd Mile Stone 

• and/or common Mason-Dixon Line : Milestone lfo . 73 (1900-03 Resurvey Monument No . ?6) 

2. Location 

street & number off north end of Frock Road -X- not for publleatlon 

city, town Harney _x_ vicinity of congr ... lonal district MD : 6 / PA : 19 

state Maryland county MD : Carroll I PA : Adams 

3. Classification 
Cat..-, 
_district 
_ bulldlng(s) 
_structure 
_ site 

,_...L object 

Oww .... p St.tua N/A Preeent u .. 
....L public _ occupied _ agriculture 
_ private _ unoccupied _ commercial 
_ both _ work In progress _ educational 
Pultllc Acquisition AcceHlble _ entertainment 
_ In proceu Lyes: restricted _ government 
_ being considered _ yes: unrntrlcted _ lndustrbll 
....L not applicable _no _ mllit.ry 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses 

_ museum 
_perk 
- private residence 
_reflglous 
_ scientific 

_tra~~ 
_z._ other: ~o~n!ary 

marker 
of all owners) 

(monument only; see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 
name State of Haryland I Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

street & number telephone no. : 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 
I'l/A (see surrounding property ownership list) 

courthouae, Nglstry of dMds, etc. 

str.t & number 

city, town 

l.iber 

-folio 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Carroll County Ilistoric Sites Inventory 

date CARR-309 entered 1/80 _ fedenll _x_ atate _county _ local 

~ 
Ap09ltory for survey recorc1a Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis state Maryland 



7. Description 

Condition 
-- excellent 
...,X._good __ ,.,, 

Check one 
_deteriorated l unaltered 
_ ruins __ altered 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
..X.. orig1"81 site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. CARR- 309 

Prepare both a swmnary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

HiJ.estone No . 73(76) marks Mason and Dixon ' s 73rd horizontal mile west 

of the northeast corner of Maryland , the beginning of their 230 . 228-mile West 

Line. It is an original monument of 1767 , in good condition, unaltered , and 

at its original site , though reset in 1902 during the course o! the 1900- 03 

Resurvey of the l·laryland-Pennsyl.vania boundary . 

The area here is farmland , sparsely settled , open except for the woods 

!olJ.ow-.i..ng AJ.loway Creek ;&a88i~~ tributaries. The site is within Election 

District J. of Carroll Count~ Germany Township of Ada:ms County, PA; a little 

over 2 mil.es east northeast of the towns of Harney, MD;/fi5ofttP8o8~ east of 

Alloway Creek and about 700 1 north of the end of Frock Road , in the middle 

of a flat finger of farmland surrounded by Alloway Creek (on the north and 

west) and a small tributary (on the south) . It cannot be seen from any road , 

but easily from nearby when vegetation is dormant and crops have been harvested. 

As with all original Hason and Dixon West Line monuments, this m.ilestonr 

is an embellished oolitic limestone post with a low pyramidal top; quarried 

and carved in England , measuring about 1211 square by about 4~ • long , cut to 

stand about 3 ' above ground with the base left rough-cut for setting below 

ground, There is vertical fluting on all four sides, edged with horizontally­

fluted margine , and with fluting carried into the top planes which converge 

at a centered apex. The distinguishing decorative ~eatures are the Roman 

capital letters P on the north side facing Pennsylvania and M on the south 

side facing Maryland, each V- sunk into a plain shallow circle panel. near the 

top . In 1902 this milestone was reset to stand about 11"2 1 high, as it still. 

remains. There has been considerable chipping by farm machinery recently, 
. 11 t' th "d ;into ±he letter M Alth h t t d especia y on ne sou si e und alI eages ana corners . oug pro ec e 

from the ~ublic it is not marked and very vul.nerabl.e to damage by machinery 

working the field . Otherwise , the embellishments remain clear, except for 

weathering of the top and west side . 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form for full descriptions 
of the original Mason and Dixon monuments and the 1900-03 Resurvey method of 
resetting them) 



8. Significance Survey No. CARR-}09 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
-1~1499 
~-1~1599 
_ 1~1699 

___.::£_ 17~1799 
~ 1800-1899 
-* 1900-

Are•• of Sl9111flcw• Check mtl Juatlfw below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landacape architecture_ rellglon 
_ a~heology-hlatorlc _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_ architecture _ education _ mllltery _ aoclall 
_ art _ engineering _ mualc humanitarian 
_ commerce ...x.._ exploratlon/aetttement _ phlloaophy _ theater 
_ communications _ Industry .x.._ polltlcalgovernment _ tntns~ 

_ lnvelitlon ~other (specify) 
boundary surveying 

Speclftcdat•• 176? (reset 1902) jljfiiiiJeiJa Charles Mason & Jeremiah Dixon 

check: App1icable Cd teria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: ..!._national Jlstate Vocal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of signi£icance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Milestone No. 73(76) is significant on the national and state levels 

primarily as one of the series of 135 original l1ason and Dixon monuments still 

defining their/~~gt2~n~1~he bou.ndary later known as the Mason-Dixon Line, 

famous for its historical impact and innovative survey methods. The site was 

preliminarily surveyed in 1765 and monument set in 1767, where it remains 

unaltered in its original site to this day, although reset more securely in 

r-. 1902 during the course of the l.900-03 Resurvey of the Haryland-Pehnsylvania 

boundary. Locally, as one of 18 original monuments still marking the present 

Carroil/York-Adams county boundary (3 crownstones; 15 Clil.estones), No . 73(76) 

is also significant as one of a diminishing number of objects and structures 

with a visually identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil War heritage 

of these counties. 

HISTORY AlID SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination for~) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. CARR- 309 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 

1 O. Geographical Data 
AcrMge or nomlnmted property less than one acre 
au.drangte name n~Bsy;o~ C t:.aryland:-Pem;i.syl vania) . > 

~ • minute series ~topographic 
Quadrangle scale l : 2 4ooo 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

A l!1!J 13111 ~ 1 4 1 3 1 91~ ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Eating Northing Zone Ea a ting Northing 

c LJ.J I I I I I D l...JJ I I I I 
eLLJ I I I I I F LI..J I I I 
oLJ.J I I I I I HLLJ I I 
Vetttal .......... ry d•••rlptlon •nd Juatlflc•tlon N/A 

List all atatea and counties for properties ovet'lapplng state or oountv boundarle• 

etate haryland code county Carr oll code 

state Pennsylvania code county Adams code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Al.ice Martin (vol unteer, Hason & Dixon ' s \lest Line boundary marker surveyor) 

1'1aryland Ili.stor i c a1 Tr us t 8c 
Grg8nlzatlon Maryland Geologica l Sur vey d8te 9/21/80 (site surveyed) 

atreet & number 14308 l·:ount Avenue telephone 301/472- 2128 

city or town Phoenix •tale Maryl.and 21131. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland L-egislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2748 
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