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Maryland Hist1rical Trust 
State Hist1ric Sites l1111tory F1r11 

r"""I 

Survey No. CARR- 310 

Magi No. 

OOE _yes no 

1 • Name {indicate preferred name) • 

BOUNDARY MARKERS ALONG THE MA.SON- DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROUP) 
historic (Mason and Dixon ' s) West Line , ?4th Hile Stone 

• and/orcommon Mason- Dixon Line : Milestone No . 74 (1900- 03 Resurvey Monument No . 77) 

2. Location 

street & number oft east side of Pensy Creek Road , UD/Maryiland -X... rtot tor publlCatton 
Line Road (T-412), PA 

city, town Harney .....X. vlclnltyof congreulonaldlstrlct MD : 6 I PA: 19 

state Maryland county MD: Carroll / PA: Adams 

3. Classification 
Caletlorr 
_ district 
- building(•) 
_ structure 
_ site 

r-".x_ object 

Ow........... Stetua IVA PreMnt UM 
-L public _ occupied _ agriculture _ museum 
_ private _ unoccupied _ commercial _ park 
_ both _work In progress _ educational _ private residence 
Public Acquleltlon Acceselbl• _ entertainment _ religious 
_ In process .i... yea: restricted _ government _ scientific 
_ being considered _ yes: unrestricted _ lnduatrlal _ tranapo~ 

__i.not applicable _ no _ mllltary _x_ other: 'DotiiiClary 

0 f P marker 4. wner 0 roperty (give names and mailing addreases of"&!. owners) 

name 
{monument only; see Thematic Group Nationa1 Register nomination form) 

State of llaryland / Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 
N/A (see surrounding property ownership list) 

courthouse, reglatry of dHda, etc. 

street & number 

city, town 

liber 

folio 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Carroll County Historic Sites Inventory 

CA.RR-310 entered 1/80 _ federal ....x..._ state _ county _ locel 

Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis state 1 Iaryland 



7. Description 

Condition 
-- excellent 
_x_good 
_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _X_ unaltered 
__ ruins _ altered 
_ unexposed 

Cl-ck one 
__ orlglnaf site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. CARR-310 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Milestone No . 74(77) marks 11ason and Dixon's ?4th borizonta1 mi1e west 

of the northeast corner of lfuryland• the beginning of their 230.228-mile 1lest 

Line. It is an original milestone of 1767 at its original site, though reset 

in 1902 during the course of the i900- 03 Resurvey of the l1aryland-Pennsylvania 

boundary, and is in good condition, unaltered , standing about 1411 high, 

firmly set . 

The area here i.s open , fairly level farmland, sparsely settled, with 

strands of deciduous uoodlands following the nearby windin~ Alloway Creek and 

its tributaries . The site is within Election District l of Carroll County , MD; 

Mount Joy Tovmship of Ada.ms County, PA; about lJ~ miles northeast of the village 

of Harney , ND; at a point about 900 ' south of Study Road (T-673), about 700 • 

east of Piney Creek Road/Maryland Line Road (T-412), in the middle of a 

cornfield near an old farm service lane. It cannot be seen from any road, 

nor easily from nea-}'by except when vegetation is dormant and crops have beeJl.

harvested . It is not marked in any way nnd is vulnerable to d~mage by farm 

machinery. 

As with all original llason and Dixon lest Line monuments , this milestone 

is an embellished oolitic limestone post \·ri. th a low 2yramidtl top; was quarried 

and carved iu Engla.nd ;/~~R~ftf;hliYabout 1211 square by about 4~ 1 long, cut to 

stand about 3' above ground with the base left rough-cut for setting into 

the ground. ~here is vertical fluting and horizontally- fluted margins on all 

four sides , with fluting carried up the top planes to a centered apex. The 

distinguishing decor~tive features are the Roman capit 1 letters P on the 

north side facing Pennsylvania and M on the sout.1 side facing Maryland, each 

V-sunk into a plain shallow circl.e panel near the top. In 1902, No . 74(77) 

was set to stand about 112' high , and now stands about .1411 high and measures 

about J.lW' on the north and south sides , about 11" on the east and west sides. 

Most embell.ishments remain and are comparatively intact, although there are 

big chips at the top northwest and southwest corners, all edges; and the top 

is nearly flat,/~,f~hvft~yp~g~~~e5fdfluting left . 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form for full descriptions 
of the original Mason and Dixon monuments and the 1900-03 Resurvey ~ethod or 
resetting them) 



8. Significance Survey No. C~R-310 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
~ - 1500-1599 

- 1600-1699 
_x_ 1700-1799 
_x__ 1~1899 
-X- 1900-

.Ar••• of Significance-Check and Justify below 
__ archeology-ptehlstorfc _ community planning _ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ _ law __ science 
__ agriculture _ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture _ education _ mllltary -- social/ 
__ art engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce -X-- exploratlon/aettlement _ _ philosophy --theater 
__ communications _ Industry --X.. polltlcsJgovemment --trans~tlon 

_ Invention __x_ other (specify) 
boundaz·y surveying 

Speclftcdatea l767 (reset 1902) Charles Hasen &: Jeremiah Dixon 
check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: X national _x_state .x._local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Milestone No . 74(77) is significant on the national and state levels 

primarily a.s one of the series of 135 original Mason and Dixon monuments still 

defining their 230 . 228- mile West Line , l ater known as the Mason- Dixon Line , 

famous for its historical impact and innovative survey methods . The site was 

preliminarily surveyed in 1765 and the monument set in 1767 , where it remains 

unaltered to this day , although reset more securely in 1902 dur ing the course 

,-... of the 1900- 03 Resurvey of the liaryland- Pennsylvania boundary. Locally , a13 one 

of 18 original monuments still marking the present Carroll/York- Adams county 

boundary (3 crownstones ; 15 milestones) No . 74(77) is also significant as one 

of a diml.nishing number of objects and structures with a visually identifiable 

relationship to the colonial. and Civil \lar heritage of these counties . 

HIS'.rORY A.'ID SUPPORT (see Thematic Group Uational Register :nomination form) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. CARR-310 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property less than one acre 

Quadrangle name 'l'~fi!to:'5n (Mar.vland~Pem;svlve,gla) . ) rr(i ( . minu'l:"e series \. "C"'opograph:i.c Quadrangle scale 1: 21+000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references: 

A~ 1311 121 1
4 13 1918

1 ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ I oLJJ I I I I I 
ELLJ I F L.i._J I I I I 
G LJ..J I H LI.J I I I 
Verb•I bound•ry description •nd justlflc•tlon N/A 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state llar;,·land . code county Carrol.l code 

state Pennsylvania code county .ndams code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Alice Martin (volunteer, Mason & Dixon's le et Line boundary marker surveyor) 

Uaryland Historical Trust & 
organization har· land Geolo ical Surve BSA 

street & number 14)08 Haunt Avenue telephone 

city or town Phoenix state l• aryland 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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