
CITY GARAGE 

I 16-118-120 EAST MAIN STREET 

The old City Garage, a monument to the early, glory years of the 
automobile, today, decays on the south side of East Main Street, to the east 
of that street's Intersection with Westminster Avenue. Bui It around 1920, 
the significance of the City Garage is architectural, but is also to a large 
extent is oossibly unique, certainly rare, in Westminster, in that, normally, 
professional men would have their offices either in their home or ohysical ly 
joined to it. Bond was one of the very few here to have his office as a 
separate building. 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 
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~FAIR 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The old "City Garage", a monument to the early, glory years of 
the automobile, today sits in near ruin on the south side of East :~ain 
Street, to the east of that street's intersection with Hest""linster !.venue, 
in \·lestminster. The builcing' s principal (north) facade sits back, sep
arated from tl1e street by a concrete paved area (oriqinally used for qas 
pumps etc.). The facade seems divided into three sections of uneaual size 
and importance. In the center is a large recessed door leadinq to the 
interior of the garage; this is set off by brick nilasters wi1icn rise to 
a P-emar1esque arched corbel table which runs aiJove the entire facade. Ur.e 
nicely pronortioned urn rests above the eastern pilaster. The 0D1er two 
sections resemble eachoother in treatment, but differ in scale. Eac!1 has 
a pair of risinq metal garage doors, and each is toppec by a continuation 
of the corbel table (old photoqrap:is show '.1ow the nlace was also used as a 
showroon). The western section, hmvever, is lonqer; this difference is 
accentuated b•,• a centrally 9laced (between the 2 doors) squared finial 
dropoinq from the corbelling; an urn, identical to that already mentioned, 
marks the spot in the skyline. The eastern section is similar but smaller 
scaled and unadorned. The entire facade is laid in com.~on bond brick, oriqi
nally unpainted, but now !_:)ainted a peelin()" white. 

A continuation of the corbelling continues above the west facade, 
whic!i fronts the side street. The facade is divided by brick pilasters into 
10 equal sections (corbellinq only tops the first two of these). There are 
large many-paned metal-trar1somed "garage" windows in the center of all but 
sections 1, 2, and 9; sections laand 2 are blind, and section 9 has a set of 
larae, metal sliclinq doors. 

The north and east facades seem lower (the building is built into a 
small hillside) and are utilitarian - no arched corbelling, no oilaster, no 
urns, only an occasional randomly-placed window. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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X...INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

K TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 
c. 1?20 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 
Weaver/family 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The significance of the "City Garage" is architectural, but it 
is also, as noted in question 7, to a large extent symbolic. That the 
\·Teavcrs, who had owned the land since Civil War days, chose to build a 
c;arage/service station in such a flai-nboyant style clearly indicates a 
feelinq of optimism about the then-dawning Automobile Aqe. It seems 
comparable, if not identical, with the spirit that made the railroad 
companies build their grand stations a generation or so earlier. The 
City Garage may not be larger than strict utilitarianism would reauire, 
but it is certainly more elaborate, with its pilasters, urns, and Roman
esque corbel table. 

Its 1976 decaying condition seems just as open to symbolic 
internretation. We have lost our enchantment with the "benzine buggy"; 
it is, to say the least, no lonoer an object of wonder and love. Present 
day garages are generally more functional, less romantic in design, as 
benefits the automobile's new status. 

David Weaver sold the 8,910 square feet of land, including the 
qarage, fur $9,900 on January 27, 1926 to H. Vernon Harbaugh and Ezra w. 
Harbaugh; Carroll County Deed Book 146, Page 482. H. Vernon sold his 1/2 
interest to Ezra in 187/321 (August 29, 1945), who died on February 13, 1974. 
His personal reoresentative, c. Thomas Muse (LWT 21/818) sold the land to 
himself in deed 603/465, September 16, 1975. Muse holds title today. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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D!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Being all of lot 18 and the westerly half of lot 17 in the town 
of :·Jew London, on the southeast corner of the intersection of East ·~ain Street 
and Westminster Avenue in Westminster. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME i TITLE 

Christooher \'leeks, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Westminster Histod cal Sj tes Snrvey 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 
c/o Cjty Hall- pnbljc Wqrkc Department 

Westminster 

December 1976 
DATE ; 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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