
JOHN BEAVER'S SHOP ANO HOUSE 

126 EAST MAIN STREET 

Probably bui It by the Weaver Family around 1845, the smal I 2-bay, 
gable-roofed building, with its adjacent studio, were owned by 3 generations 
of the sculpting Beaver Family between 1858 and 1918. (The house has, in 
fact, only been owned by 3 fami I ies.) The exterior of the house is of interest 
for its diminutive size, and for the rich granite si I Is and steps, the latter 
doubtless a result of the occupation of the owners. This abundance of fine 
stone and talent also would help to explain why this 5 room "British Cabin" 
brick house has such an elaborate ground floor marble mantel - mantels which 
bear strong resemblence to the ones in the Blizzard House (no. 295 East Main 
Street) which was being remodel led during John Beaver's era. John Beaver 
was in the emp I oy of Joseph L. ~1ath i as, founder of a tombstone company that 
sti 11 flourishes; one of Mathias' descendants, F. Kale Mathias, is the present 
owner of the bui I ding. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X..GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

....X0RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Number 126 East Main Street, Westminster, <Beaver's House and 
masonry yard) fronts the south side of Main Street about 188 1 east of 
that street's intersection with Westminster Avenue. The house is a smal I 
2-bay, gable-roofed bui I ding that must have been typical lodgings for a 
ski I led worker a century and a half ago. 

The north facade is laid in Flemish Bond above a low, roughly 
coursed fieldstone foundation. The entrance door, the eastern end of 
2 regularly-placed, ground-floor bays, is approached by a flight of four 
marble steps (a rarity, and a seeming extravagance unti I we recal I that 
Beaver was a master mason and doubtless had much "extra" marble). Today's 
door is a modern, single-pane glass and aluminum door topped by a 3 course 
gauged flat arch; a similar arch tops the other ground-floor bay - a one­
over-one double-hung sash window with a marble si I I - and the smal I, 3-1 ight, 
casement window located below the ground-floor window, used to I ight the 
eel lar. Vertically-aligned, second-floor windows are also 1/1 paned, but 
have wooden si I Is (painted white) and 2 course gauged flat arches. Two 
corbel steps lead to the tarred, tin roof. 

The west facade displays the building's two sections - the gab I 
roofed north section, a shed-roofed section to the south. The gable-roorvw 
section has four regularly-placed I/I windows (two per floor): windows have 
3 course gauged flat arches; those on the ground floor have stone si I Is 
similar to those on the main facade. The wal I is laid in 6 course common 
bond and is crowned by a large, flush, corbel-capped chimney at the roof's 
peak. Simple, metal, architrave trim is at the roof line. <The northern 
section is largely hidden by a late 19th century, one-story, clapboard 
bui I ding that sets its 3-sided bay window front towards Main Street; it 
covers what must have been the work yard.) The shed roof of Beaver's house's 
south section slopes gently to the south and has architrave trim at its 
edge, slmi lar to the gable's. A smal I corbel-capped chimney rests a few 
inches inside the wal I, near the gable-roof section. 

The south facade was probably once covered by a two-tier porch, 
~of which remains (on the west of the second floor). The rest of the second 
floor porch has been fi I led-in and covered by sheet metal which is oierced 
by a single-light casement to the south, and by a board-and-batten door 
(leading to the porch) to the west. Below, the porch has been enclosed by 
glass and clapboard - entirely by many panes of glass to the west, and by 
clapboard, with two 6/6 windows, to the east. There is a central 4-panel 
door. 

In plan, the house originally had 3 rooms in a row per floor, each 
heated by a fireplace. Two of these marble fireplaces sti I I exist and arP 
extremely handsome (see photos). The house is presently undergoing dras 
interior remodel I ing In preparation to becoming a restaraunt-caterer, but 
the owner is preserving the fireplaces and as much of the fabric "as oossible''. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



. Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOuY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

- 1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

- 1500-1599 __AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 15scuLPTURE 

- 1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~ 800- 1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

11900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1845 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT \'leaver Fam i I y 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

If Paul Reese's Bank Building (no. 195 East Main) is valuable for 
the insights it gives us to the I ife and mind of a turn of the century 
provincial architect, so no. 126 might give us a view of a contemporaneous 
sculptor. John Beaver, whom the l~estminster Bicentennial Committee cal led 
"Our master stone cutter" owned the house between 1878 (Carroll County Deed 
3ook 50, Page 465) and 191 0 ( I 15/271 ) . Beaver was the third generation of 
his family to sculpt, according to an article in the September 19, 1912 
edition of the "American Sentinel"; ''Jackson, the first, Andrew, his son, 
and John Beaver, his grandson. The latter learned the business with his 
father, and had his marble yard, as it was cal led for many years, on East 
~a in Street." As ti me permits, effort w i I I have to be spent tracking down 
examples of his work which, according to the Committee, "sti I I exist in 
Westminster and throughout the county'', but which aren't enumerated. However, 
the mantels in Beaver's house lead to speculation. In their choice of marble 
and in the de I i cacy of the carving and design, these mante Is bear strong 
resemblance to those in the Blizzard House (no. 295 East ~ain) which was 
Jeing remodel led during Beaver's era. 

Beaver must have led a fairly penurious life, not to say melo­
dramatic - I iving in the five room "British Cabin" brick house and working 
in the "semi-detached'' stove-heated studio. His LWT indicates that his 
mother and sisters were in constant attendance on him in his bachelorhood. 
Therefore, despite the Committee's assurances that examples of his work 
are ubiquitous, it is easy to imagine that a sculptor was not in great demand, 
and, therefore, that he could wel I have spent much of his time making tomb­
stones. (After his death, Joseph L. ~'~athias, founder of a "Monuments" company 
that still flourishes, bought the land; the ''Sentinel" article notes that 
Mathias had Beaver in his employ for sane time prior to that.) 

The house itself was probably bui It by the Weaver family. David 
Weaver sold the 30 1 x 198 1 plot to George Weaver for ~125 on March 13, 1838 
CWW 2/48), who sold it to Andrew Beaver, John's father, for $8000 (March 
29, 1858, 24/1). The increase in price is significant, as is the phrasing 
"together with the newly erected improvements". Andrew sold the place to 
his son, John, 20 years later (Dec. 12, 1878, 50/465) for $900. When John 
died (LWT 9/583) his mother, as executrix, sold to Mathias <115/271, Sept. 
15, 1910) who sold to F. Kale ~~athfas, its present owner, on September 24, 
1963 (364/758). Thus the 130 year old house has only been owned by 3 
fam i Ii es. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJI\1AJOR "BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

DiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Being the westerly half of lot 17 of the Town of New London, 
later incorporated Into Westminster. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Christopher Weeks, Consultant December 1976 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Westminster Historical Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

c/o City Hal I - Public Works Department 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Westminster Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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POPE & QO., JOHN BEAVER, 
MANUFACTURER OF 

Italian and American Marble 
~IAXl"FACTt;P.Er.s FOil THE 

· f t · G ' Monuments, Headstones, &c., 
Anh-Nicotine Mann ac urmg ·O-; oF THE '10i'T TAi'TF.FTL l•E~c111n10s. 

-OF WE,<T~!l:S-STER- I 1 "6 E II.ST M II.IN STRE1"T 
Aw1 Sn le PoF'"f'"c:;.or .. c.ut ... irle oflompanv, of right . " .. • M • 

lo ]!11rnufac1ure nud t-iell Auti-:Sicotinl· eii;nrs. T'riN'!' \"t·ry )tndc·ate. \Y1._· .. 11nin5ter, M<l. 

J_ Q_ Stitely- & eon., 
-GF.:S-El:.\L AGE:S-TS FuJ: THE­

CHAM PION TWINE BINDERS, 

E. 0. GRIMES & CO., 
Wholesale ar:d Re-tail O&aier' m 

Tic•f\]•<·r."' nnd )f(•·•n·rs. A11<111,·~kr.;;. in n11Kin<'s1 

~~a~:~~~~(~~~~l1:~n\>r?1~ 1 · 1.~11.;1,~:~~~~.1r!.~u~7li~·i~~~,:-~~~~ FLOUR, GRAIN & PRODUCE, 
HHr~e ]'dWt·r~. Ha.> l!~k1·s, <1hn·r 1...·h1ll~d illld I 
Otht-rpl<1"\\S,~ind,f1 1rceand Lift )'unqi:\ &c. -Groceries of All Kinds,-

13 LIBERTY S'IREET, ) 
~rar Depot. "-t:"ltni11<.:t:r, ..\Jd. ·AT J1El'OT. 

--------~--'-------·-I--------
\\E'T)IJ:S-~TER, :\ID. , 

c. J, WILLETT, 
DEALER LS Fl!>E 

Groceries, Provisions, Confectionery, 
QUEENSW ARE, 

Fine Cigars and Tobacco, 
50 MAIN STREET, West End, 

WE5T)l!:S-STE1!, )ID. 

. ..A... El. EI:u..:rley :i 

I -lTG ROOER·tr 
Whole;;ale an<! Retail Dc'lll<er in Fine 

Gruct:ries, Hou~t·hold Goods. 1 

Quc~l'nsware. G la~sware. 
Wooden and Wil­

low-ware. 
1lli.ll7{UG}l llUlll.DING. 

W"E5TMI!s:~TE~ ~lD. 

xo. 1526. 

Friactical }\fa.chinis~, Farmers & Mechanics Nat. Bank 

~~1,~~r~t~.~i;,~l~o:~~r.~~:~tt~;~;~~~~:~~~ i 1~: :_Ea.Ss:M~=;:R~~~:~t. i 

rlii11t:ry a siwcialty. Special attention gh-en to Co11ectioog. 1l1a1\e t.o f•rder. f!.ep3.irs for A~ricultural )fa-1 

!'no. ~- l:chcn1:octc, Joseph B. Boyle, Apothecary, 

Coaches, -C1~;~i~~~-:l·J~;~g~;-\Yagons, l c EN 111 RR L DRUG ~!Jl© l\E ~ 
BUGGIES, PHAETONS, &c. I 

Sp(·Cia.1 attfnti<m ~iYen to rq 1:iiri11g-. All or- 37 EAST MAIN STREET, 
tlt"r:. vrum11tly fillM and work of fl HY kind war-
rs.ntt'd. }a.ctory, Cor. Liberty and Georgl :3ts." 

"·eqmin~ter, ~id. Opp. Catholic Chnreh. We:-trninst('r. ~{d. 

u. GlQIDJ{luIJ, 
l'R(1Pn!ETOR 0F THE 

99 Ct_ Store 
])raler in \Ya1l r:.i.pn. :'<Ian11fat·turer of Pie· 

UJH Fn1111t·~.~rnd '\"intJow Curtn.ins. 

"Zeiber Building,'' 46 WEST MAIN STREET, 
~-EST~!l:"'~TER. ~ID. 

JOHN W. WILMER, 
J>EALEP. I~ 

~h.:ugs ~uul !11.cclicincs, 
73 WEST )!Al:"' ST. \\E~T~!l:S-"TER,'~1D. 

And a chnicP i>-t·lN·tinn of Toilet .'-naps, l'er­
fnmL·r'\'. Trns..;;f'~. ~houlder r.race~. ~ttllHg'~~. All 
kintl5 -of nru;!'gist~· Sundrit':O u:-ually kPJ>t in a 
ftrst-c1&..-~ dru~ ~tore. 
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By PATTI BAIR 

Times Staff Writer 
~'Il Paul Reese's bank building at 195 

E. Main St. Is valuable for insights it 
gives us to the life and mind of a l:urn-<>f­
the·c•mtury provincfaJ architect, •o 
nwnber 126 CE. Main SU might give us a 
view of a contemporaneous sculptor.'' 
remarked Chris Weeks, Westminster's 
architectural historian. 

There-Uvcd John Beaver,· billed by the 
Westminster Bicentennial Committee as 
"our master stonecutter."' 

Beaver was the third generation of his 
family to sculpt, Weeks notes, having 
)earned the business from bis father, 
Andrew. and operated a marble yard In 
Westminster. • 

-Weeks says Beaver's small, two bay, ttie Monwnents company wbJch con­
gabled-roofed home, built about 1845, tinues to thrive here, reportedly em­
''must have been typical lodging tor a ployed Beaver for some time, 'eeks 
skilled worker a century and a half ago." ~ reported.- -- · ,, · · · 
Whal sets the home apart, perhaps, are -Mathias then purchased .the property 
the mar~le firei:>laces, kn~ for. their 1n September, 1910, after the death or 
delicacy in carving and design. John Beaver Its present owner F. Kal1 

Beaver did his work in a semi-detached Mathias, oo~ght the property l~ 1963. 
stove-heated stucfjo, often occompanled .1 • • 
by his mother and sister, since he was a Today, the. bu~ding is bem~ put to a 
bachelor, according to Weeks. m.odern apph~ahon as th~ Sprang House 

While it is · believed examples of Kitchen, serving vegetarian meals. 
Beaver's sculpture "still exfst fn <This is part or a continuing series of 
Westminster and throughout the coun- ·reports about the research of West· 
ty," Weeks suspects much of the minster's architectural historian. Weeks 
stonecutters time was devoted to making says he welcomes comments on the an­
tombstones. ' formation, acknowledging much Is 

In ract, Joseph L. Mathias~ founcler of derived Crom second hand sources l 
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