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JOHN BEAVER'S SHOP AND HOUSE

126 EAST MAIN STREET

Probably built by the Weaver Family around 1845, the small 2-bay,
gable-roofed building, with its adjacent studio, were owned by 3 generations
of the scuipting Beaver Family between 1858 and [910. (The house has, in
fact, only been owned by 3 families.) The exterior of the house is of interest
for its diminutive size, and for the rich granite sills and steps, the latter
doubtless a result of the occupation of the owners. This abundance of fine
stone and talent also would help to explain why this S5 room "British Cabin"
brick house has such an elaborate ground floor marble mantel - mantels which
bear strong resemblence to the ones in the Blizzard House (no. 295 East Main
Street) which was being remodelled during John Beaver's era. John Beaver
was in the employ of Joseph L. Mathias, founder of a tombstone company that

still flourishes; one of Mathias' descendants, F. Kale Mathias, is the present
owner of the building.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Number 126 East Main Street, Westminster, (Beaver's House and
masonry yard) fronts the south side of Main Street about 180' east of
that street's intersection with Westminster Avenue. The house is a small
2-bay, gable-roofed building that must have been typical lodgings for a

skilled worker a century and a half ago.

The north facade is laid in Flemish Bond above a low, roughly
coursed fieldstone foundation. The entrance door, the eastern end of
2 regularly-placed, ground-floor bays, is approached by a flight of four
marble steps (a rarity, and a seeming extravagance until we recall that
Beaver was a master mason and doubtless had much "extra" marble). Today's
door is a modern, single-pane glass and aluminum door topped by a 3 course
gauged flat arch; a similar arch tops the other ground-floor bay - a one-
over-one double-hung sash window with a marble siil - and the small, 3-light,
casement window located below the ground-floor window, used to |ight the
cellar. Vertically-aligned, second-floor windows are also I/l paned, but
have wooden sills (painted white) and 2 course gauged flat arches. Two
corbel steps lead to the tarred, tin roof.

The west facade displays the building's two sections - the gabl
roofed north section, a shed-roofed section to the south. The gable-rooreu
section has four regularly-placed |/| windows (two per floor): windows have
3 course gauged flat arches; those on the ground floor have stone sillis
simitar to those on the main facade. The wall is laid in 6 course common
bond and is crowned by a large, flush, corbel-capped chimney at the roof's
peak. Simple, metal, architrave trim is at the roof line. (The northern
section is largely hidden by a late 19th century, one-story, clapboard
building that sets its 3-sided bay window front towards Main Street; it
covers what must have been the work yard.) The shed roof of Beaver's house's
south section slopes gently to the south and has architrave trim at its
edge, similar to the gable's. A small corbel-capped chimney rests a few
inches inside the wall, near the gable-roof section.

The south facade was probably once covered by a ftwo-tier porch,
4+ of which remains (on the west of the second floor). The rest of the second
floor porch has been filled-in and covered by sheet metal which is pierced
by a single-light casement to the south, and by a board-and-batten door
(leading to the porch) to the west. Below, the porch has been enclosed by
glass and clapboard - entirely by many panes of glass to the west, and by
clapboard, with two 6/6 windows, to the east. There is a central 4-panel
door.

In plan, the house originally had 3 rooms in a row per floor, each
heated by a fireplace. Two of these marble fireplaces still exist and are
extremely handsome (see photos). The house is presently undergoing dras
interior remodelling in preparation to becoming a restaraunt-caterer, but
the owner is preserving the fireplaces and as much of the fabric '"as possible'l

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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__INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES

RCHITECT .
c. 1845 BUILDER/A Weaver Family

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

I f Paul Reese's Bank Building (no. 195 East Main) is valuable for
the insights it gives us to the life and mind of a turn of the century
provincial architect, so no. 126 might give us a view of a contemporaneous
sculptor. John Beaver, whom the Westminster Bicentennial Committee called
"Our master stone cutter'" owned the house between 1878 (Carroll County Deed
3ook 50, Page 465) and 1910 (115/271). Beaver was the third generation of
his family to sculpt, according to an article in the September 19, 1912
edition of the "American Sentinel; "Jackson, the first, Andrew, his son,
and John Beaver, his grandson., The latter learned the business with his
father, and had his marble yard, as it was called for many years, on East
Main Street." As time permits, effort will have to be spent tracking down
examples of his work which, according to the Committee, "still exist in
Nestminster and throughout the county", but which aren't enumerated. However,
the mantels in Beaver's house lead to speculation. In their choice of marble
and in the delicacy of the carving and design, these mantels bear strong
resemblance to those in the Blizzard House (no. 295 East ™ain) which was
Seing remodelled during Beaver's era.

Beaver must have led a fairly penurious life, not to say melo-
dramatic - living in the five room "British Cabin" brick house and working
in the "semi-detached" stove-heated studio. His LWT indicates that his
mother and sisters were in constant attendance on him in his bachelorhood.
Therefore, despite the Committee's assurances that examples of his work
are ubiquitous, it is easy to imagine that a sculptor was not in great demand,
and, therefore, that he could well have spent much of his time making tomb-
stones. (After his death, Joseph L. Mathias, founder of a "Monuments' company
that still flourishes, bought the landy the "Sentinel" article notes that
Mathias had Beaver in his employ for some time prior to that.)

The house itself was probably built by the Weaver family. David
Weaver sold the 30' x 198' plot to George Weaver for $125 on March 13, 1838
(WW 2/48), who sold it to Andrew Beaver, John's father, for $8000 (March
29, 1858, 24/1). The increase in price is significant, as is the phrasing
"together with the newly erected improvements". Andrew sold the place to
his son, John, 20 years later (Dec. 12, 1878, 50/465) for $900. When John
died (LWT 9/583) his mother, as executrix, sold to Mathias (115/271, Sept.
15, 1910) who sold to F. Kale Mathias, its present owner, on September 24,
1963 (364/758). Thus the 130 year old house has only been owned by 3

families.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



CAEL 5

EBMAJCE BIBLISGEAPHICAL REFERENCES
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[LIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Being the westerly half of lot 17 of the Town of New London,
later incorporated into Westminster.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY —
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Christopher Weeks, Consultant December, 1976
ORGANIZATION DATE
Westminster Historical Sites Survey
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
c/o City Hall - Public Works Department
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Westminster Maryvland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Westminster, Md.
MANUFACTURERS FOR THE

Aunti-Nicotime Mannfacturing Co ,

—~0OF WESTMINSTER.—
And Sole Poscessors cutside of Company, of right
o nsnufacture and sell Anti-Nicotine Cigars.
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JOHN BEAVER,
MANUFACTURER OF
Italian and American Marble

Monuments, Headstones, &e.,

OF THE MOST TASRTEFUL DESCRIPTION.

126 EAST XAIN STREET,

Prices Very Mode ate. Westininster, Md.

i

J. Q. Stitely & Son,
—GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE~

CHAMPION TWINE BINDERS,

E. O. GRIMES & CO,

Wholesale and Retail Deaiers in

Reapersand Mowers.  And dealers in all Kinds
of Agricultural Implenents, Durpics, Farm
Warzong, Grain Drills Sepyrators, Euvizes and
Horse Powers, Hay Rakes, Oliver Chilled and
other plows, wind, force and Lift ¥ umps, &e.

13 LIBERTY STREET,

Near Depot. Westininster, Md.

C. J. WILLETT,
DEALER IN FINE
Groceries, Provisions, Confectionery,
QUEENSW ARE,
Fine Cigars and Tobacco,

80 MAIN STREET, West End,
WESTMINSTER, MD.

FLOUR, GRAIN & PRODUCE,

! —Groceries of All Kinds,—

i
AT DEPOT.

A, B, Hurley,

SCTROCH R

Wholesale and Retail Dealer in Fine
Groceries, Houschold Goods,
Queensware, Glassware,
Wooden and Wil-
low-ware.
HLBHAUGH BUXLDXKG.

NEAR RATLROAD. WESTMIXNETER, MD.

WESTMINSTER, MD.

JOHN H. SHOMUKER,
Practical Machinist,
N. W, Cor. Liberty and Green Sts.

ctures and Repairs all kinds of Ma-
chinery. Custingsof nlﬁ\ descriptions on hand or
made w order. Repairs for Agricultural Ma-
chitery a Specialty.

Manufz

Ino. 3E, Echonvode,
—\1\\LF\LI1P¥R()F—

Coaches, Carriages, Jagzer Wagong,
BUGGIES, PHAETONS, &c.

Special attention eiven to repairing.  All or-
ders promptly filled and work of every kind war-
ranted. Factory, Cor. Liverty and Géorge Sts. o

Westminster, Md.

NO. 1526.

JOSEP< SWAEFFER, PREST, W, A, CUNNINGH=AM, CABHIER.

Farmers & Mechames Nat. Bauk
OF WESTMINSTER, MdA.

1S5 Tast Dain treet,
Special attention given to Collections.

Joseph B. Boyle, Apothecary,
CENIRAL DRUG STORE
37 EAST MAIN STREET,

Opp. Catholic Church.  Westminster, Md.

I. GIADHILIL,

PROPRIETOR GF THE

OO0 Ct.Store

Trealer in Wall Paper. Manufacturer of Pic-
tare Frames and Window Curtaing,

~Zeiber Building,” 46 WEST MAIN STREET,
WESTMINSTER, MD.

JOHN W. WILMER,
DEALER IN
"Teugs and Medicines,

73 WEST MAIN ST. \\'EST.\HNSTER,'.\{D.

And a choice selectinn of Toilet Soaps, Ter-
fumery, Trus<es. Shoulder Traces, Sponges.  All
kinds of Druggists’ Sundries usually Kept in a
first-class drug store.
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