
SHREEVE HOUSE 

130 EAST MAIN STREET 

Facing the south side of East Main Street, the "Shreeve House" 
reflects at least two different 19th century eras, and is, therefore, a 
definite house of "transition". The core of the house was probably bui It 
in the mid l850 1 s in the then standard 2-story, 3-bay, 2-perpendicular 
section form. A generation or so later, around the turn of the century, 
its then-owner felt the need to be stylish, to bring this house up to 
date, and sought to achieve this effect by means of broad shingled gables 
within the house's north and west roofs. 
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Facing the south side of East Main Street (Md. Route 32), 
the "Shreeve House" reflects at least two different 19th century eras. 
"Originally", the house must have been one of the score of three bay -
tw0 and a half story - gable roofed homes that lined Main Street 100 
years ago. Its Flemish Bond wall still rests between a low coursed 
fieldstone foundation and a simple modillion cornice, and is still 
regularly punctuated by six openings (three per floor). To the east 
is the entrance, a set of enriched double doors that sit above three 
stone steps, and below a large single-pane transom which, in turn, is 
topped by a scroll bracket-supported cornice. There are two double-hung 
sash windows to the west (with one pane per sash); windows have marble 
sills and three course gauged flat arches. Vertically aligned with 
ground floor openings are the three second floor 1/1 windows; the windows 
have arches similar to the ground floor windows', but have white wooden 
sills. The original green sheet metal roof was later altered by the 
insertion of a broad gable; the gable is covered with diamond-shaped 
shingles and has a set of double 1/1 windows. The upper sash of the 
windows has a small, center, clear glass, pane with eight stained-glass 
panes about it. Three brackets support a small cornice above the windows. 

There is a southern section of the building that is about eight 
feet wider than the Main Street section; this extra breadth results in an 
overhang to the west, the northern front of which is covered in clapboard 
with a centrally placed 1/1 second-story window; a small brick one-story 
addition is to the north of the bulge; this is topped by a smaller scale 
version of the main cornice and has a 1/1 white wooden silled window topped 
by a 3 course gauged flat arch. In color, the north facade is very soothing -
it (brick and shingle) is painted a pale yellow which is nicely set off by 
the white of the window trim and doors, and by the deep olive of the cemented
over foundation. 

The west facade also is of several eras. The Main Street sectiQn 
is basically a continuation of the north front - it is laid in Flemish Bond, 
with two 1/1 windows (similar in treatment to those on the Main Street second 
story), to the north (one window per floor}; the wall is topped by a con-. 
tinuation of the cornice. The original gable end of the roof has been 
transformed into a larger scale version of the Main Street gable: it has 
similar diamond-shaped shingles, but has a set of triple, not double, windows. 
(The windows are, however, identical.) There is a narrow 1/16 second story 
window (above the projecting brick box) used to light the stairs. To the 
rear is the long, green asbestos-covered, shed-roofed extension (gable to the 
south). The west facade of this is blind, except for two 2/2 windows (one 
per floor); to the extreme south, is what is probably a filled-in double tier 
porch. 

The south front of this extension supports the idea that a porch 
once existed; there is a large proportion of glass, especially in the sec-
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Westminster has several "transitional" houses. That this is 
so, is probably explained by the fact that in domestic architecture, the 
City has such a definite, absolute, norm. In order to have a valid set of 
variations, there must be a well-established theme. It is probably the 
soundness of Westminster's basic home design, and the clear way it controls 
its offshoots that combine to produce the powerful sense of place that the 
City enjoys. 

The "Shreeve House" was probably built just before the Civil 
War in the then standard 2-story, 3-bay, 2-perpendicular section form. 
As such, it would have little meaning. However, a generation or so later, 
its then-owner must have felt the need to be stylish. He apparently sought 
to be chic by plopping a shingle of broad gable into the building's north 
and west roofs, by placing groups of bracketed, stained-glass windows in 
their centers. The result, which creates a certain continuity between, 
say, nos. 131 and 172 East Main Street, is not disharmonious. 

William Sullivan sold the land, lot 16 "in Westminster formerly 
New London" to Levi Shreeve on New Year's Day, 1831 for $300 (Frederick 
County Deed Book JS 36, Page 50). Shreeve probably built the house at this 
time, destroying the cabin occupied c. 1830 by "Nancy Pinkney, colored" 
(Diary of Katharine Shellman). Ann Mathias bought the place on March 26, 
1859 (25/215) and the chain of title then grows fuzzy. The 1887 City Direc
tory lists W.L.W. Seabrook as living at 130 East Main; indexing reveals 
that Seabrook bought the lot from Henry Wampler on March 25, 1871 (39/329) 
for $1991, but how Wampler took title is not clear. Nor is it clear how 
title became vested in William T. Kimmey, who sold to the present owner's 
father on May 20, 1919 (134/285). (A house such as this which clarifies 
the stylistic relationship among other houses in town ought to be allowed 
a mysterious past of its own.) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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tion west of the central half-glass, two-panel door. Here there is a pair 
of 2/2 windows per floor. To the east, is a narrow 2/6 ground floor window, 
with a 1/1 window above. At sometime after the turn of this century, a 10' 
x 15' addition was thrown to the southeast - it has one 6/6 window on the 
second floor of its south facade. 

The shed roof, sloping to the south, is covered in the same green 
metal as the Main Street section; it is broken, to the south, by a large 
gable with a central 6/6 window. 

About 10 feet to the south of the southeast edge of the building 
is a one story board and batten 8' x 10' shed, resting on 6 inch brick piers. 
The shed is painted yellow and is covered with a tin gable roof (gable ends 
to the east and west). A tongue-in-groove door is to the west, held to the 
shed by large diamond-shaped hinges. 
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