
CHARLES WANTZ 

IOI EAST MAIN STREET 

Bui It around 1875, this is one of the I argest houses in the City, 
a ooint that the original builders, a family of prosperous merchants, cer-
tain I y wou Id have intended. The house, for a I I its size, continued the I oca I 
norm of having 2 perpendicular-gabled sections with a 3-story, 3-bay facade 
facing r.1a in Street. Certain features he Ip the house escape grossness; the 
semicircular, leaded, stained glass transom over the entrance door itself, the 
finely-carved, pelleted door surround, and, perhaps most especial Iv, the archi
trave row of brfck recessed, Greek Crosses that ease the transftion from wal I 
to roof to the east and west. This Greek Cross pattern is an interesting 2-
generation-later variation on the cornice of the Ecklar House (255 East Main 
Street). 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

One of the largest houses in the City, IOI East Main Street faces 
the north side of that street (Md. Route 32) about 180 1 east of Longwel I 
Avenue in Westminster. 

The south (principal) facade is tal I above the low coursed field
stone foundation, and below the heavy bracketed two oart modi I I ion entab
lature. The deep rust brick, laid in Flemish Bond, is broken by three 
regularly-placed bays on each of the south facade's three floors. The 
entrance door, the eastern ground floor bay, is recessed about 3 1 behind 
an elaborate, heavy, round arched frontispiece, whose white painted carved 
wood is topped by a thick cornice supported by a pair of ponderous pelleted, 
scrol I brackets. The door itself ls topped by a semi-circle of leaded 
stained glass. To the west, the two other ground floor bays are double
hung sash windows of one-over-one panes; windows are segmentally arched with 
flat cornices slmi lar, but smaller in scale, to that over the door. (White 
wood smoothly fil Is the space between the top of the arch, and the bottom 
of the cornice and its brackets.) Granite si I Is complete the windows' trim. 
A white wooden 2-oart entablature approximates a oent-roof separating the 
ground floor from the two stories above it. A cast iron balcony tops this 
pent-roof, and is reached by the second floor's three tal I French Doors. e 
doors have arches and cornices which repeat the theme of those on the grou11d 
floor. Third floor windows are similarly treated but with white wooden si I Is 
and 2/2 panes. 

The east and west facades reveal that IOI was bui It in the customary 
two sections. A bit more irregularity marks the east facade. The Main 
Street section laid in 6 course common bond, has one window to the south of 
the ground floor bay; except for its I/I paning it is slmi lar to those of 
the south facade. Above the twin I/I segmental-arched attic windows, the 
wal I meets the gable roof through an elaborate cornice-corbel table of 3 
strata of molded brick. The shed-roofed north wing has two sections. 
Originally, there was probably a recessed two-tiered porch just north of the 
Main Street section Ci .e. similar to that at 252 East Main Street); now it 
has been covered with white aluminum siding which has four 1/1 windows ran
domly placed on each of its two floors. Further north, the thin 6 course 
common bond section has one 1/1 glass and aluminum storm window per floor, 
each window has a three course gauged flat arch. 

Opposite, the west facade has the same molded brick pattern at 
the too, but is otherwise very different. The Main Street section has three 
2/2 windows on as many floors, with a pair of 1/1 windows in the attic. Al I 
windows have three course gauged flat arches and white wooden si I Is. Two 
corbel led chimneys flank the peak of the gable roof. To the north, the other 
section continues the molded brick, but adds an extra fi 11 ip - a broad "archi
trave" row, decorated by recessed Greek Crosses. In the center of this 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

There is nothing subtle about the "Wantz House". Bui It by a 
family of prosperous merchants, the house seeks to impress through size, 
not through finesse. Taken on these terms, its own, the house is a success. 
It is clearly impressive spatially - walking eastward on Main Street, one 
views the place for hundreds of feet before finally reaching it. As one 
stands before the house and looks up, the whiteness, the size and the ex
pertness of the carving of the cornices and entablature is indeed marvelous 
(rivaling the Fletcher House). 

Even for al I this size, the house escapes grossness, perhaps 
because it does have certain innovative features, the molded brick cornice 
is truly splendid, and the rear section's recessed Greek Cross pattern is 
an interesting (60 - years later) variation on the cornice of the Ecklar 
House C255 East Main). Further, the swirling stain glass pattern over the 
entrance door is without peer in the City. 

This is one of the scores of lots that passed through the hands of 
banker-lawyer John Fisher, whose estate passed title to another speculator, 
Alexander Macintosh, for $380 <October 14, 1866, Carrol I County Deed Book 
33, Page 486). Seven years I ater, MacIntosh so Id the I ot to Theodore L. 
Fritchey for a $700 profit (July 28, 1873); Fritchey's trustee sold the place 
to Caroline V. Wantz, wife of Charles Wantz <March 20, 1880, deed 53/8). 
The price, $7100, clearly indicates the present of IOI East Main. The Wantzes 
kept title for 50 years, unti I Caroline, now cal led "widow of Charles" sold 
the house to Cora Bessie Amprazes on ~arch 3, 1923 ( 141/326). The Amprazes 
family kept title for 40 years, through a series of straw deeds C 147/73, 
147/46, 168/332, 304/432) untl I Popi Amprazes sold to Basi I C. Clark on 
Apri I 13, 1962 (345/299). Clark then sold the place to Smith A. Eckenrode 
(November I, 1968, 445/492) who sold to the present owners, the East Main 
Street Corporation, on July 31, 1974. 
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Being al I of lot 27 of the town of New London, later incorporated 
into 'vlestm i nster. 
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section is one narrow 1/1 window on each of the three floors, with a one 2/2 
window to each side; ground and second story windows are elongates. 

From the north, it is possible to see how steeply the shed roof of 
the northern section slopes to the east. This facade, laid in 6 course common 
bond, has a screened-in second-story porch, with a 4-panel door in its center, 
with a similar door in the center of the ground floor. The porch is reached 
by a double flight of grey wooden steps. A broad corbel-capped chimney is in 
the center of the roof, 
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