
HUGH DOYLE BUILDING 

59 EAST MAIN STREET 

Number 59 East Main Street, 3 stories tall between its founda­
tion and its shed roof and 3 bays wide, is a fine example of the modest 
building that a small-scale, mid-Victorian entrepreneur might build. It 
would house his shop on the ground floor, and would house his family 
above. Such a building would fill both a commercial and domestic role, 
and would thus. not surprisingly, contain elements of design that one 
would associate with each use. The ground floor here, for example, is 
in design, entirely commercial (as it was and is in use). It was corrmon 
practice in the City, as it was elsewhere, to enframe the first floor 
of a small commercial building by means of pilasters and cornices as 
Doyle did here, keeping the upper stories simpler. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Resting on its low fieldstone foundation, no. 59 East '1ain Street 
fronts the north side of that street U~d. Route 32) a bot ha I h1ay between 
Locust Street and Longwel I Avenue in Westminster. The bui I ding rises 3 
stories between the foundation and the shed roof, and is 3 bays wide. The 
ground floor orobably has always had commercial associations and design; 
at present, the ground floor is com::iosed of a grev-9aintcd-·.mod and glass­
door front. Indications are that the flanking wooden ni I asters, 3 smoked­
glass transoms, and crowning entablaturcs were alwavs present - meaning 
the onlv recent alterations ~re the huge olate glass windows and the alumi­
num and glass entrance door. The door is the easternmost ground storv bav, 
and is, as was tradition, recessed about 3 feet. 

The~. double-hung sash windows (3 slaced on each of the two 
floors) oierce the rose ~lomish Bond brick of the south (entrance) facade. 
The windows arc regularly olaced, and seek to en! iven the boredom of their 
one over one nancs by 4 course gauged f I at arches, and by 1·1ooden s i I Is, 
1.vhich are painted the sam0 "\'Ii 11 iamsburg Olue" as the ground-stor;1 1;oodwork. 

Above al I this, and continuing the color scheme, four oairs of 
brackets (symmetrically placed with the windows) supoort the (now sagging) 
tv;o-part entablature; \'lide wooden boards, loosely aooroximating an archi­
trave, fi I I the entire space between the bases, the brackets, and the en­
tab lature. 

The east wal I is a party \• 1;:il I (rights for 1"hich cor:iorise a lame 
part of the lot's title history). To the west a narrow (3 foot al lev 
al lo1-1s exterior oassage bet.,.1een the rear oarkin::::J lot anc ''ain Street (or 
it wou Id, if the perpetuu I I y-1 ockec i ran gate ·.-1ere ooened). ,\bove this 
ul ley, the western v1ul I of the bui lcinq is en! ivened by a brick, corbel­
capped chimnev, which is flush with the wal I, and is located about I~ 
feet from t~e 1 ~a in Street facade. 

The rear of the Jui I ding is uti I itarian. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Number 59 East ' 1a in Street is a fine examp I e of the modest bu i Id i ng 
that a smal I-scale, mid-Victorian entreoreneur might bui Id; it would house 
his shoo on the ground floor, and would house his family above. Such a 
bui ldinCJ would fi 11 both a commercial and domestic role, and would thus, 
not surprisingly, contain elements of design that one would associate with 
each use. The ground floor, for example, is1 in design

1
entirely commercial 

(as it was and is in use). It was common practice in 'the City, as it was 
elsewhere, to enframe the first floor of a smal I commercial bui ldinq bv 
means of pi I asters and cornices - and Huqh Doyle did it here. The large 
plate glass windows, used then and now for disDlay, fi 11 2/3 of the around 
floor area, another common practice. Finally, it is a rare shop indeed 
that wou Id not have had, in this ti mo and DI ace, a recessed door. However, 
the second and third stories, if viev-1ed apart from the ground floor, appear 
identical with any other residential building of the era. 

The entire 60 foot lot brought aba..ita thousand dollars in its 
sales in the 1850's and 60 1 s; thus, when Wi I I iam Stansbury and wife sold 
the eastern 23 feet of the lot on August 30, 1869, it is not surprising 
that the price was only $450 (Carrol I County Deed Book 37, Page 434). 
Doyle probably wasted I ittle time in bui I ding the structure we see today, 
as the 1877 plat of the City shows a bui I ding of correct size, shape, and 
placement, and early deeds for neighboring properties (early meaning mid 
1870's) mention the newly-erected brick bui I ding. Doyle must not have been 
able to pay his creditors for, 10 years later, on '!arch 24, 1891, Pierce, 
as trustee, sold the lot to Henrietta M. Taylor. Mrs. Tavlor had been a 
tenant in the bui I ding before, as the 1887 City Directory I ists J. H. Taylor 
as having a store and residence at 57-5Q East Main Street. A series of 
straw deeds fol low as Mrs. Taylor got out of the mi I I inery business and 
sold the place to Charles E. Fink C.'1arch 30, 1891, 72/417), and Fink sold 
to '1ary i,1ay Gardner (July 15, 1892, 75/138). Al I these deeds made exol icit 
t:-ie fact that, a I ong with buying the I and, they were buv i nq the ''goodw i I I 
of the mi I I inerv business in which Henrietta M. Taylor had been engaged 
and which she sold in" 72/415. Ms. Gardner sold the lot to Charles C. Clive 
on February 10, 1913 for $7125 (121/230) and Clive sold to Atlee W. Wampler, 
the father of the present owner, on September I I, 1918 (133/54). Wampler's 
son bought the property on December 23, 1941, after his father died intestate 
on February 28, of that year (177/429). 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Being the westerly third of lot no. 4 as shown on a plat of 
'dinter's Addition to Westminster, recorded among the Land Records of 
Frederick County in Rook JS 2, Page 105, 196. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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't:indows, and ~el ow the )2ir,,d around the brackets, is a central lv-olaced 
:lanue (Dossiblv of brick, r;ossiblv of iron) ~:it!: \·flVJTZ BUJU;1:~r, in relief. 

The east and west facades ~re hi ind and disolay the northward 
slopirg shed roof that covers al I 4 sections. 
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