
JOSEPH B. BOYLE STORE 

37 East Main Street 

Joseph Boyle's store, built around 1870, sits on a low field­
stone foundation, facing the north side of East Main Street (St. Route 
32) about 30 feet west of that road's intersection with Locust Street 
in Westminster. The building is a modest, Victorian, corrmercial structure, 
2 stories tall and 3 bays wide. The ground floor displays mid 20th century 
alterations but the second story still has its original Flemish Bond brick­
work. The roof's brackets save the building from the corrmonolace. This 
redemption is achieved by circular forms, by 6 large curved brackets 
supporting a two-part entablature. The brackets have, running between 
them, half ellipses enclosing large wooden balls. This is bordered at 
each end by massive curved brackets, each of which is decorated by three 
"linenfold" ridges. 
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Joseoh 8ovle's store sits on a lm1 foundation, facing the nortr, 
side of East : 1a in Street (St. Route 32) about 3n feet '.•1est of that road's 
intersection with Locust Street, in Westminster. 

Tho bui ldin0 is a ~odest, Victorian, commercial structure, 
two stories ta! I, and 3 bays ~ide. The rround floor retains, on its en­
trance facade, the basic forr:i it prohably had original iy, i.e., a cen­
tral transorned door, diagonally recessed between larQe, elate glass, 
display windows. Although the form is basical Iv the same, the ground 
floor entrance area has recently been done 0ver in a oebblv concrete, 
which has even more recently been done over in aluminum and olate 
glass. Above, on the second floor of the ~le~ish gond brick facade, 
are 3 regularly-placed, double-hung sash windows. Windows have 3-course 
gauged f I at arches, two over two oanes, white 1·1ooden s i I Is, and are 
shutterless (desoite the presence of shutter hooks.) 

Thus far, the building is, to sav the least, falrlv dull. 
However, the space between the end of the smooth wal I and the too of 
the roof saves the bui I din~ from the commonnlace. This redemotion is 
achieved by circular forMs, by 6 large, curved brackets supporting a 
2-oart entablature; tho deen brackets have, running between them, half 
el I ipses enclosing large wooden bal Is. This is bordered at each end 
by massive, curved brackets, each of which is decorated by three ''I inen­
fold" ridges. 
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In discussing other late and mid-Victorian commercial bui I dings, 
it is important to stress how free their designers seem to have felt to 
bend (or ignore altogether) the rules that had governed the City's bui I ding 
patterns for a century or more. Yet, it would be misleading to create the 
impression that \·/estminster's business district is comprised of nothing 
but a series of Gaudi-esque structures; Joseoh Boyle's store serves we! I 
to out al I this in perspective. 

Bovie, member of a numerous mercantile family, was fairly con­
servative in his tastes, assuming that this store as an indicator of his 
aesthetic beliefs. The ground floor fol lows the lead of many earlier 
shoos in its door-window treatment and the second floor fenestration could 
come from any of several score earlier bui I dings; to bui Id a three-bay 
~ui I ding in ~estminster is not a particularly daring venture. Sti I I, the 
top of the building does disolay a good deal of freedom and imagination. 
Although the ancestor of this wi Idly-bracketed entablature ls probably the 
MC>re restrained trim found at such bu i Id i ngs as 197-1°9-20 I East r1a in Street. 
3oyle apparently felt free to attempt to make the whole read as one ful I 
cntablature, by broadening the architrave to four feet; he also must have 
real lzed that this would be less than pleasing in appearance, and sought 
~elp, and received it, from his carpenters in their finely sawed ellipses 
and other decoration. The property in 'destminster's business area possesses, 
somewhat oddly, extremely confusing title information Cone w~ Id think that 
the merchants, of all people, would be careful in their land transactions). 
This is true in genera I, and is more true for the I and ovmed by the Rosen­
)erg family (the faml ly owns land under various aliases - for examole the 
deed I isted in the tax office covering this oiece of property actually 
refers to a lot several hundred feet away. 

Joseph EL Boyle bought his half of lot 7 in Vlinter's Addition fran 
Edwin J. Koontz et al, on February 15, 1883; Koontz was acting as a trustee, 
and we cou Id we I I be I i eve that Boy I e was then considering bu i Id in g his 
bui I ding, as he purchased party wal I rights (a strip of land 6" x 198 1 ) fran 
Wi I I iam H. Rippard on August 2, 1880 (Deed 54/123). Various members of the 
3oyle fami Iv (James E. Boyle, Jay Carberry Bovie, :~orman Cruce Boyle) keot 
title to the land unti I Norman Oruce Boyle sold the lot (consisting of 
.13682.3 square feet) to S. t'orris Rosenberg et al, on Julv 12, 1045 (187/73). 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

3eing the western third of lot no. 7 as shown on a olat of 
John Winter's Addition to Westminster, recorded among the land records 
of Frederick County in Book JS 2, Page 195, 196. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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