
CHARLES WANTZ BUILDING 

21-27 EAST MAIN STREET 

·, ," . -!·· \',-"'"'-; l .... ~ 

One of Westminster's most idiosyncratic buildings, the Wantz 
Building, rises up three stories in 4 sections in the heart of the busi­
ness area of Westminster. Charles Valentine Wantz was a scion of a very 
important local family (several close and distant ancestors were, for 
example, judges of the Orohans' Court). Wantz doubtless inherited some 
money, and parlayed this into quite a fortune - if the building he built 
reflects his economic status, as he doubtless wished that it would. ~Jantz 
made his money as a wholesale and retail tobacconist. A 1912 newspaper 
article says that Westminster was known throughout the State for its 
cigars, and the Wantz was the pioneer in the business. In 1882, Wantz 
abandoned his rented quarters and moved his factory to the eastern half 
of the present building, which was built in that year. As Wantz prospered, 
he doubled the size of the building, adding the two western sections in 
1890. According to Wantz's grandaughter, Mrs. David Taylor, Wantz originally 
planned to have the buildings two storeis in height but, as a loyal mason, 
he added the third story as a meeting room for that organization. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Wantz bui I ding, it proudly oroclaims on its third floor 
PI aques, faces the north side of East :1a in Street about 180' east of 
that street's intersection with Rai I road Avenue in the heart of down­
town Westminster. The bui I ding gives the appearance of being composed 
in four, approximately eaual, 3-story sections divided bv Tuscan red 
brick pi I asters; each pi laster is tor-ped by a curved, 11Jhite, 1-:ooden 
band which fol lows the contour of the curved, red, terra cotta ti led 
roof. These curved white bands have a (somewhat ironical) colonial 
shell motif at their base and are toroed by bulb-sriindel finials. Three 
narrov1 brackets ''suoport'' the roof between each pi I aster, vJ i th a cusped 
band running beneath the brackets. Each section has a different shoo 
on its ground floor (shops having frontage of approximately It± feet). 
The \•testern two shoos, at present occur.ied :iy ·~ark !\Ian, and Eshelman 
Shoes, apoear to be littlo changed fror:1 their original appearance, at 
least as revealed in an 1887 enqraving of the shops; the eastern two 
shoos present modern glass and aluminum fronts (hm-:ever, oerhaps these 
fronts are merely tacked over the orioinal fabric). 

The bui I ding, which superficially presents a picture of total 
un1Ty, seems to have been bui It in two separate sections; Wantz acquired 
the land at different times, the already mentioned 1887 engraving shows 
the bui I ding of two sections (rather than 4), and other contemnorarv ad­
vertisino imol ies an exoanding bui ldino. So, ~iven that the bui ldinq 
was bui It in ha Ifs, it is fairly easy to establish that the eastern 2 
sections are the older. The differences tetween the 2 s~ctions consist 
entirely of upper story window treatment - the eastern 2 sections ~ave 
~ closelv - soaced windows ner floor ner section, whereas the western 2 
sections have 3 windows ner floor ~er section. Second floor windows 
have similar treatment in al I 4 sections, however, be inc; ta! I, double­
nung sash windows (the lower sash consisting of a large single sheet of 
olass, the unoer sash is a smaller central section of glass surrounded 
bv bands of s~al !er pane'.:J. The wooden window-surrounds are intricately 
carved, with a pelleted band running across the too of each window. Al I 
windows on both the second and third floors have dark si I Is. Third floor 
windows are identical to those on the second floor, i.e., there are four, 
simi larly-enfr~med, double-hung sash windows i~ each section of the east­
ern half, and three in each section of the western half. However, on the 
third floor the upoer sashes are of stained, leaded glass. 

The bui ldin0 has virtual Iv no surface that is free from decora­
tion. In the band between the seco~d and third stories, each section has 
identical, naturalistic design of pressed or molded brick (or oerhaos of 
terra cotta) surrounded by a band of oerforated bricks, rather resembling 
a cribbage board. The oi I asters have, just below the taos of the second 
and third floor windows, a similar aerated design. Above the third floor ' 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Wantz bui I ding is one of the finest examples of what might 
be cal led Victorian commercial mentality in the City, if not in the en­
tir-e area. Commercial structures bui It in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries appear, at least in ~/estminster, to be freer to deviate from 
long-establish bui I ding standards than do residential structures. If one 
wished to read a significance into this (perhaps a significance that does 
not exist), one would be tempted to wonder if a comparable attitude existed 
(or exists) in personal behavior - does this difference in bui I ding treat­
ment reflect a difference in ethics as wel I - was there a comparable easy 
going business ethic as opposed to a stricter domestic ethic? Certainly 
far greater I iberties were taken with such bui I dings as the Wantz bui I ding, 
thE~ Babylon Bui I ding, the 11 ~'/hite Palace", the Charles Carrol I Hotel, and 
the Albion Hotel than were taken with contemporaneous residential structures. 
These commercial bui I dings are al I extremely idiosyncratic, and appear not 
to fol low any known rules, while the houses of the era (such as IOI East 
··:ain Street, which i·/antz bui It for himself or 256 East Main Street) are 
much more reserved, and adhere strictly to the century-old standards of 
behavior. For a I I the intense behav i era I freedom ev I denced in the commer-
c i a I bui I dings, there is generally speaking, a corresponding strict con-
for-m i ty in the homes these merchants tu i It for themse Ives, and in the homes 
their customers bui It. 

Charles Valentine ~antz was a scion of a fairly important local 
fami Iv (several close and distant ancestors were, for example, judges of 
the Orphans' Court). ~antz doubtless inherited some money, and oarlayed 
t~is into auite a fortune - if the bui I ding he bui It reflects his economic 
• status as he doubtless wished that it would. Wantz made his money as 
a wholesale and retai I tobacconist. The American Sentinel, a local paper 
of largo circulation, had a long article on Wantz in its December 8, IQ12 
edition. In this a rt i c I e it is stated that, 

There was a time when verv few cigars were used in 
':!cstmi nster and when near I y every man vou met chew­
ed tobacco. Now, a large number of cigars are used 
and the chewers of tobacco are becoming fewer .... A 
large number of good cigars are consumed yearly by 
tire men of '.'festm i nster and the City has become known 
for the character of the cigars manufactured here. 
Cigar making on a large scale began in this City 
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windows, and below the band around the brackets, is a centrally-placed 
plaque (possibly of brick, possibly of iron) with WANTZ BUILDING in 
re 11 ef. 

The east and west facades are bl ind and display the northward 
sloping shed roof that covers al I 4 sections. 



CARR-414 

in the vear 1369 and ~1r. Charles V. ':1antz, of this Citv, 
was the Dioneer in the business." 

The article ~oes on to discuss his pedigree and his early starts in business, 
and the numerous changes of location he was forced to make. ;pcarently, his 
earlv stores were sometimes thought of as dens of corruption, heing loitering 
olaces for the Citv's vouth. The oaoer notes, ''Just imagine 12 to 15 voung 
men al I smokinq pipes in that room at the same time and doing their utmost to 
make all the smoke oossible. Is it anv v1onder that t•r. Cassel I (the clerk), 
who was afflicted with asthma, was force~to flee and leave the store to the 
tende: mercies of the bovs?'' The article also notes that ':lantz ·t1ould cive 
awav one imported breech-loading shotqun to each nurchaser of a thousand 
ci0ars, and that, over the vears, he nave away over s,n~0 of these shotguns. 

The caner savs that in 1382, Wantz abandoned his rented qua~ters 
and moved his factory to "the present handsome one he bu i It that vear. •Jere 
~'e fitted up one of the finest reta i I stores in the state. The wa I Is are 
naoered with samole cigar labels, no two being exact Iv alike, and w~en com­
~letej it cresentcd the most unique aGoearance of any ciaar store in the 
Lr; i tej States. 0ne of the trade ;ourra Is cue Ii shed a fu I I rage descr i rt ion 
of i7." ·.·/antz, t1e r.iari, must have ~een auitc a lccal character. !~ :)ag, in 
oossession of the Countv liistorical Societv, that was used cy ~antz in his 
store C;::resuriably as a to'.:;acco couch) has hir:. doricted as a cariel ·:·ith his 
fa::e, (complete with Napolean 111 beard and mustache), topped by a Bourr,i 
Temple fez. He, apparently, took no objection to a rhvme that nrobably 
enjov·2d wide circulation around the turn of the century; 

A question in the mind of man 
About our good friend ~antz 
Is ho,, on earth he stuffs his qut 
1\nc sti ! I keeps uo his !!ar,ts. 
The Pressure of his ~lood is low 1 
It has the doctors beaten 
To figure out what has ~ocome 
~f al I the stuff hP.'s eateri. 

·:iantz \·!as also a r:;an of some civic interest, being influe,ntial in tr.e found­
ing of the litrarv and !:.'hone co~pany, (the ::ihone coMpany's first headou::irters 
"'as, in fact, on the secorid floor of his buildino) and i·:wino served, of course, 
on the h0ards of several local hanks. 

3ecause ~antz ~ought the land for these bui I dines, and because he 
bui It them in sections, title information on the rroperty is More than a I ittle 
comGI icatod. The Wantz Sui ldi~g, as an entiretv, sits on 3 separate parcels 
nf land. Tho first portion consists of f,~3n square feet which Wantz bought 
in 1383, fro~ Josephus 3ankhart. The metes and bounds descriotion in this 
deed (dated January 25, 1383, and recorded in Carrol I County Deed t3ooK. 53, 
Page 214) indicates a parcel 35' by IC'l8'. Bankhart aot the land on ·~arch 

=9, 1370 from Phi I io fl. l.... !'yers (51/375) \·1ho qot the land from ';I. Scott 
~~obert' s trustee, on Fesruary C, 1864 ( 3C/36C l. -

The second piece v~antz bou9ht \'1as a 6'' by 198' Di ece just to the 
east of the earlier section (Wantz bought this February 27, 1833, Deed 58/ 
313). Wantz bought the strip from the ~estminster Fire Company, wh:ch then 
hac its Fire Hall on this side of ':ain Street, across the street fror-, its 
oresent location; Wantz was here ~ere Iv buying party wal I riohts. ~hese 2 
Dieces of land are the land uoon which the first, or eastern, half of the 
bui I ding was bi..;i It. 
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Then, on ~ay 22, 1389, Wantz bought the other half of lot J from 
riasnabiah Haines (deed 69/537), and bui It the other half of the Wantz bui Id­
ing. From then on, al I three parcels were treated as one. (Title informa­
tion for al I properties goes back to the beginnings of the 19th century, 
but, as it is the late Victorian struct~re that interests us, there seems 
less ooint than usual in tracing the properties' history back into the 
early fog-bound history of the City.) Wantz and his wife, Carol inc Virginia 
Wantz, sold the lots on Apri I Fool's Jay 1019 to Jesse C. Sharrer (134/65). 
The land stayed in the Sharrer family, Jesse sel I ing shares in it to his 
three sons in various transactions, unti I title vested in :Jathan Weinstock 
on Julv 26, 1949, (202/387). Weinstock keot title for a quarter century, 
unti I he sold to the building's present owner on June 7, IG74, in deed 
572/55. 



Buy Your Tobaeeo & Cigars 
-OF-

CHAS. V. WANTZ, 
\.Va11tz Building, \'\"(•,.huiu .. ccr, Itld. 
BEST 5-CENT CIGAR IN WESTMINSTER • . 
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CHARLES V. WANTZ, 

FINE GIHARS, 

'1. J . L\';";('B . 

Office irr rear of VY. Md. R. R. Depot, 
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