
ALBION HOTEL 

WESTMINSTER 

The Albion Hotel, perhaps the City's only, certainly the finest, 
essay in the Queen Anne style is important for its uniqueness, but is also 
a critical actor in the town's streetscape. The building's shell presents 
a superbly solid mass, which is orevented from being too heavy and earth­
bound by five strongly ascendant chimneys. In a planning sense, it would 
be difficult to imagine a better building for the site, one that could 
better define this important multi-vehicular intersection. The building 
was once approached, diagonally, by train and (as it still is) squarely, 
by carriage (horse and horseless). Either way, the old Hotel arrests 
the eye, making it stop and admire the building for its own sake, as well 
as causing the eye to make the mind wish to turn the corner formed by the 
intersection of two state roads at the two-story tower. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

It was once noted, in describing the more residential east end 
of Westminster, that that Citv is generally fortunate in having good bui Id­
ings at its key intersections. The ooint is again val id here; 2 state roads 
Rts. 32 and 27 meet here, and their intersection is crossed by the main I ine 
of the 'destern :iaryland Railroad, so it is fitting that at this junction 
there is such a superb Queen Anne pi le as the Old Albion Hotel. 

The bui I ding is dominated by a massive round tower at the build­
ing's southwest corner. (The location of the tower is not surprising, as 
this is also where the roads form the corner th~t the tower manages to turn 
so wel I.) The Main Street facade stretches eastward from this tower about 
30 feet. Its ground floor is now modern (or moderne) consisting of large, 
p I ate g I ass w i ndov;s which f I ank the centra I I y-p I aced entrance - orig i na I I y, 
one assumes, tho entrance door was oaral lei 1·:ith ' 1ain Street, now each of 
the two, ground floor shoos has its own entrance door peroendicular to the 
old one. This corwiercial area is enframed by ... ,,hite painted brick, and 
sheltered by a black ront-roof, which continues around the corner about 4 
feet along the Rai I road Avenue facade. The easternmost five feet of the 
south facade contain a large, elate glass door (with its almost square trac 
sor,) 1vh i ch I eads to apartments uosta i rs. The she I I of these aoa rtrrents, a1 
least on the second floor, is marked by curves and balconies. The second 
floor seems to divide itself in half, the easternriost section contains t1·10, 
ta! I, round-arched ~lassy doors which lead to a narrow, brown and white 
railed balconv. This sectior is done in painted brick; the section around 
the openings is er:phas i zed t:;y be inc; recessed by rieans of ::'-step corbe I I i ng, 
other ornamental brick work, a raised track-I ike pattern in the center of 
the soction, and denti I I ing above. This eastern section is caooed bv a 
slate '.-1ansard roof, which has a set of dou:ile '.vindows in the southern sec­
tion of its south front, more or less forr:1ing a shcc!-roofed domer. '.iindows 
are double-hung sash, with the upper pane consisting of a single central 
pane surrounded by smaller panes. The western half of the bui I ding has a 
broad shed-roofed porch across its second floor. Porch decoration includes 
highly-carved oosts with wide, round-arched arches and delicate lattice 
~1ork. The brovm and white paint scher.;e found on the smal lcr eastern portion 
is also present here. A pair of panel led doors ooens onto tho porch. Above, 
coming out of the roof, is a shed-roof dormer sir:--·i lar to that described in 
the eastern '1ansard roof. C:entra I I y o I aced, a sma I I er shed roof dorrier 
oierces the hipoed roof which covers the entire bui I ding; the dormer has 2, 
smal I, square, single-cane windows. The Hotet's eastern facade is a party 
wal I, but is accented by two chimneys - the norther Iv one apoears to have 
crumbled, but the more southerly of the two is broad and bul9ing at its top; 
three rows of recessed stripes decorate its outer (eastern) side. 

Three siMi lar chimneys form the sky I ine 
which stretches along Pai !road Avenue for 8 bays. 
ground floor have been covered over, exceot for a 
dow to the extreme north, which has on each side, 
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on the western facade, 
Al I the openings on t: 

smal I three-sided bav win­
one 1/1 window. On the 
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/'>.s a I ready indicated, the A I bi on Hate I is arch i tectura I I y 
significant in its own right, and also plays a critical role in the 
town's streetscaoe. Queen Anne, a style which found great favor else­
where in the countrv, is not verv popular in \fostriinster; the Hotel is, 
De ,-haos, the on I y (certain Iv the finest) ''essay in the stv I e '' in the 
~ity. The building's she I I presents a suoerbly sol id riass, which is 
pn:?vented f rm being too heavy and earth-::iound by the five strong I y 
ascendant chimneys. In a planning sense, it would be difficult to 
imagine a better ~ui I ding for the site, one that could better define 
this imoortant multi-vehicular intersection. The bui I ding was 
aoproached, diagonal Iv, by train, then sauarely, by carriage (horse 
and horseless); either wav, the old hotel arrests the eye-making it stop 
and admire the building for its own sake, as wei I as causing the eye to 
~ake the mind wish to turn the corner at thA tower. 

On February 3, I S4C navid Englar sold a 51' x IQS' lot to 
Charles \'I. ',Jebster for $7()') (Carrol I Countv Deed Book JS 5, Page 436). 
\iebster sold the lot to Francis Sutler on ~'.arch 25, 18f.5 for 140() 1" 

(31/546). This price would certainly indicate the oresence of a build­
in9; the building \'las the ''i~ational Hotel" and 1;1as, according to 'Aary 
Bostwick Shcl lman's essay ''The Early Pioneers", pulled down (but when?) 
to make way for the Albion. Sutler's wife, Jane, serving as executrix 
sold the lot to ~i I I iam B. Thomas and Elias G. Grimes for $5500 on ~ay 
26, 1386 (64/419), then the two of them sold the land, mentioning the 
Albion Hotel, to W. Frank Thomas on February 30, 1908, for $10,000 
(108/158). The land stayed in the Thomas family unti I the Union ~ational 
Bank of Westminster, Thomas 1 executor <Vii I I 15/545), so Id the I and to 
the Safe Deposit and Trust Company of Baltimore on August 30, 1947; the 
I and is described as being 40' on ~-1a in Street and 'l9' on Ra i I road Avenue 
( 196/19). The bank sold the orooerty to its present owner, Bernard 
8os.entha I , on June 25, I 059 ( 306/292) for ns ,'Y'Cl; Rosentha I reasserted 
his ownership in a pair of straw deeds - 352/278, and 352/276. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Being the western ha If of I ot 12 as shown on a p I at of "\'/inter' s 
Addition to ifostminster", recorded among the Land Records of Frederick 
County in Book JS 2, Page 195, 196. 
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second f I oor, three, I I I windows form the second f I oor of the tower; there 
are seven more of them between the tower and the bav, which has, on this 
floor, a I/I window to the north and another one to the south, then a pair 
to the west, below a shed roof. The Pailroad .Avenue roof, original Iv covered 
wit1 slate, has, as have al I the other roofs, been tarred over; it is oierced 
by three, shed-roofea dormer windows, whose oanes resemble those found 0n the 
dorMer windows of the south facade. The first and third (from the south) dorm­
ers have double windows, the second a single, the fourth a triole. The north 
facade is uti I itarian, but has some interest in its sinole chirnnev which resem­
bles, in its bulbous shape, the other chirmeys. t, three-tier fire escaoe runs 
C)VOr al I this facade. 

From al I sides (exceot, perhaos the north), varieties of color and 
texture characterize the bui !ding. From the south, one is struck by the deep 
Tuscan red of the foundation brick, bv the white brick, by the brown and white 
porch, and by the balck roof, as well as by the iritermingling of shingle, tar, 
glass, wood, and aluminum. Similarly, from the west, one is irnoressed by the 
horizontal ity of the bui !ding, an appearance created almost entirelv by color; 
the continuous deep red foundation creates one stripe, the battleship grey 
which covers the second and ground floors creates a second, and the black of 
the roof creates~ third. The peeling, white-painted chimnevs provide an abso­
lute Iv necessary vertical element on this facade. 
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