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JOHN CHRISTMAS RESIDENCE AND RESTAURANT 

7 EAST MAIN STREET 

The building that, around the turn of this century, housed 
John Christmas' Restaurant and House, is an interesting variation on 
the usual local theme. r1ost buildings built in the City contain an 
odd number of ba.vs - 3 or 5 - but number 7 East Main Street contains 
4. Of course, buildings do exist from this era, c. 1870, with an 
even number of bays but they were almost built as "duolexes"; a six-
bay building, such as 53 West Main Street, would have been built 
specifically to house two tenants. When ownership or use was individual, 
invariably the number of bays would be odd. It might be possible to 
argue (somewhat seriously) that this odd-even distinction has a sensible 
symbolism. A building of three or 5 bays automatically creates a central 
axis, and it could be argued that this centrality, this creation of a 
single central axis, (unintentionally?) symbolizes the singleness of 
ownership, just as two or more axes might symbolize dual ownership or 
use. In any event, the three-story, four-bay brick structure now houses 
the Westminster Rescue Mission Store. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Christmas bui I ding sits on a low foundation, and faces south 
tov1ards the north side of East :iain Street (St. Poute 32) about 30 feet 
east of that street's intersection with qai I road Avenue (St. Poute 27) in 
1:lestriinster. Basically, a 3C' x qc-· foot fl:it-roofed block, the three-story 
bui I ding is virtually unchanged on its upper h.'o floors, ~ut verv altered 
on its ground floor. 

This ground floor, which has probably always had commercial 
associations, has recently (c. 1972) experienced another in a long series 
of remodel I ings. At ~resent, the sround floor gives the appeara~ce of a 
one-story, hipped-roof bu i Id i ng that has been a I I but engu I fed by the o Ider 
bric~ bui I ding, leaving only one facade exposec. This rather unsettling 
effect was achieved by creating hi ppec roof - pent-roof which covered a 
brick and glass store front. There is 3 central set of double swinging 
doors flanked by 20-1 ioht display windows. Fluted oi I asters border the 
door and give the appearance of supportinq the centrally-placed """ission 
Store" sign. 

Above, A, regularly-spaced, double-hung sash windows I ight the 
second and third stories. jindows are one over one caned, and are, sorie
what, en Ii vened by white wooden s i I Is anc bv gauged, f I at-s rick arches 
(four courses tal I on the second floor, md a hidden numter fal I on the third 
floor). The flat, tarred roof extends about 2 feet to the south; the exten
sion takes the shaoe of a two-part entatlature, and is supoorted bv 20, highly
carved pendented scrol I brackets. The brackets ~re about 3 feet tal I; a wide, 
white wooden background covers the bui I ding for its lenqth and their height. 

The 111est wa I I is a party \va I I; the east wa I I is b Ii nd; the north 
facade is comrosed of uti I itarian, corruqated-tin additions. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The bui I ding that, around the turn of the century, housed John 
Christmas' restaurant and house, is an interesting variation on the usual 
local theme. i1ost bui !dings bui It in the City contain an odd number of 
bays - always three or five - but number 7 East ~1ain Street contains four. 
Of course, bui I dings do exist from this era with an even number of bays, but 
thE3Y were a I most a I ways bu i It as ''dup I exes r:; a six-bay bu i Id i ng, such as 
53 West r1ain Street, would be bui It, specifically, to house 2 tenants. 
When ownership or use was individual, invariably the number of bays would 
be odd. It might be possible to argue (somewhat seriously) that this odd -
even distinction has a sensible symbol ism. A bui I ding of 3 or 5 bays auto
matically creates a central axis; it might be argued this centrality, this 
creation of a single central axis unintentionally symbolizes the singleness 
of ownership as 2 or more axes might symbolize dual ownership or use. As 
first noted, such discussions are dangerous to take too far, or too seriously, 
but are worth at least briefly raising. In any event, Christmas' restaurant 
does violate the local norm, as wel I as the use of hifalutin symbolic inter
oretations. 

On November 2, 1858, Samuel L. Myers bought the 1/8 of an acre 
thE~ bui I ding sits on from Charles 'iJ. \'Jebster for $300 (Carrol I County Deed 
Book 24, Page 482). This low price would certainly indicate an unimproved 
lo~, and we can, with some certainty, credit riyers with bui I ding the existing 
structure, with its smooth wal Is, and coronet-I ike band of fine brackets. In 
its original state, the bui I ding had shutters (as an old ohotograoh reveals), 
bu~ it could be argued that the contrast between smooth brick and the existina 
cornice is sharper when the windows are shutterless. In any event, ~yers ~ 
so Id the bu i Id i ng on I ot 5 to Joseph Hesson on r1ay 20, 1875, for $5000 ( 45/ 
221 ). Hesson defaulted on a note, and Charles Peifsnider, his trustee, sold 
the building four years later for $3500 to Elizabeth \~arehime (51/361). A 
contemooraneous plat shows the bui I ding with its party wal I, with the Albion 
Hotel, exactly as it sits today. The olace stayed in the Warehime family 
unti I Daniel E. Warehime passed title to John Leffert on October 3, 1912 for 
SICl,000 ( 120/392). Leffert died, leaving the property to f1ary Leffert 
(in wi II 11/563), who sold it on January 3, 1919, to Haski II Feldman, et. al. 
for S?JOO (133/281). The next few years are sad ones for the bui !ding, and 
sadder for its owners, as there is a series of judgements on defaulted mort
gages and other deeds of trust unti I Eli Bachman took title on Januarv 31, 1047 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IEGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMI NA TEO PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Being the 31' x 90' southeastern corner of lot no. 12 as shown 
on a plat of \'Jinter's t'\ddition to ';.'estminster, recorded among the Lnnd 
Records of Frederick County in Sook Js 2, ~aae 195, 19n. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 
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DATE ' ORGANIZATION 

\·lestminster rijstorjcal Sjtes Survey 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

c/o City Hal I- Pub! ic \'forks Department 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

vJestm i nster 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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(1!7/35':;), CThcse 'Tlisfortuncs are recorced in deeds 137/173, 143/2::', 170/25, an·: 
187/148). Jachman sole the lot, described ns being 30 x 02, feet, -o ~arry LeRoy 
Ying I i~.9, Jr. on January 2'J, 1963, (355/57'.'); Ying! ing passed Title to the bui Ic
ing's present owner on Dctober 28, 1972, in deed (525/353). 
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