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WESTMINSTER FIRE ENGINE AND HOSE COMPANY BUILDING 

As ori gi na lly designed by Jackson Gott, the Fi re Ha 11 was a 
three-story structure fronting with the south side of East Main Street 
for a distance of 40 1 and running back peroendicular to the street for 
a depth of 70 1

• Built of buff brick laid in conman stretcher bond, with 
trinmings of white brick and Baltimore County marble, the building is 
topped by a tower which gives the structure a total height of 92 1

, 

easily the most dominant feature of the Westminster skyline. The tower 
contains a Gibbsian center section and a large domed roof which covers 
a tall Seth Thomas Clock, donated in 1879 {at a cost of $1040) by Mrs. 
Margaret Cassell Baile. The bulk of the building was built in 1896; in 
1927, another three-story bay was added, giving the building a more 
cubic appearance. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

As originally designed by Jackson Gott, the Fire Hal I was a 
3-story structure frontfnq the south side of East Main Street for a 
distance of 40 1 running back perpendicular to the street for a depth of 
70 feet. Bui It of buff brick laid in common stretcher bond, with trim­
mings of white brick and Baltimore County marble, the bui I ding is topped 
by a tower giving the structure a total height of 92 feet, the dominate 
feature of the Westminster sky I ine. The tower was bui It in 3 separate 
sections. The first, moving upwards from the bulk of the bui I ding, is a 
4-sided Gibbsian belfrv composed of 4 square sides, each having a larqe, 
round-arched opening. This open box is topped on al I 4 sides by a balus­
trade having urns as finials at each of the 4 corners, and pedimented 
orojections between the urns more or less directly above the large arches 
below. The second section is octagonal in shape and functions as a clock 
tower and belfry; on the four sides that continue the plane of the square 
section of the tower, there is a clock (each dial being 4 feet in diameter), 
and between each section is a round-arched opening giving access to bel Is 
and sirens. A ful I denticulated entablature separates this middle section 
from the shingled hexagonal dome which tops the tower and is, in turn, 
surrounded by a bal I finial. The clock was bui It by Seth Thomas Clock 
Company of Stamford Connecticut (at a cost in 1897 of $1040), and was 
donated by '1rs. Margaret Cassel I Bai le. 

The body of the bui I ding is, as noted, 3-stories tal I. As or1g1-
nal ly designed, it was 3-bays wlde, as defined by the round-arched doors 
on the ground floor, the eastern most being smaller and designed for human 
use, the western two being of larger scale and intended for vehicular use. 
There are 3, round, marble riedal I ions which decorate this first section; 
the first 2 (from the east) have the dates of the founding of the Fire 
Company (1823) and the date of this bui I ding ( 18°6), the western one is 
decorated by a monogram of the fire company. The second and third floors 
are in sections defined by the ground floor doors; one section above the 
pedestrian door, a larger 3-bay section above the western doors. Fenestra­
tior. in each of these sections is siMi lar; al I windows "lre segmentally 
arched, the second floor having double-hung sash windows with one over one 
panes and topped by massive gauged arches. The second floor is more 
elaborately treated with its sash windows being topped by round arches 
which echo the ground f I oor doors' as we I I as those in the tower. The 
eastern section has one window on each floor; the ·..iestern section has 
tnree. The eastern section is given a certain unity by a recess which 
comp I ete I y surrounds the "' i ndows on a I I three f I oors and on a I I four sides 
equi-distantly. The western section is siMi larly unified, but the recess, 
runs from the si I Is of the first floor windows to the bottom of the deep, 
ful I, entablature which tops both sections, thus forming a reciangle. 
\•ihito brick is used for si I ls in al I windows; as indicated, si I ls are 
united on the first floors of the western section, and the si I I on the east 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

.'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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_1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 LJRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY ..)(SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_.X1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

--1;:1900. _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 
1896;1927 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
Jackson C. Gott 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Certain bui I dings have a significance which transcends their 
relative architectural merits. This transcendent importance is generally 
a result of use, either past or present, and is often times emotional 
and local in nature and intensity. Churches, it would seem, epitomise 
these feelings; being houses of worship, they are thought of as being 
houses of God, and thus receive an imputed divinity, often becoming 
objects of devotion in their own right (or rite). The Fire Hal I in 
Westminster, over its near-century of existence, has similarly, but per­
haps more intensely, become an object of local veneration. There is no 
doubt that its architecture is striking and unique in the area; when the 
neighboring St. John's Church is finally destroyed, the Fire Hal I tower 
wi I I provide the only vertical emohasis in the City, and the mere size 
of the buff main section of the bui I ding makes it an integral and funda­
mental part of the streetscape in the Westminster business district. 

Although it is difficult to imagine what other use the bui I ding 
could have been bui It for, nevertheless, thinking hyoothetical ly, if it 
had been bui It for another occupant, it is doubtful that it would be as 
venerated as it is today. The fire company is, not unnaturally, extremely 
highly regarded here as it is in other towns and cities (although perhaps 
towns have more intense regard for such local organizations than do cities -
a query only). The Westminster Fire Company - known as the Westminster Fire 
Engine and Hose Company - was organized in 1823. Its first home was located 
on Church Street, the center of the early town, and was a olain board 
bui I ding rather resembling a garage. During the 19th century, the company's 
location continuously moved west, as did the City's growth, changing locations 
in 1834, and 1879, before it final Iv settled in this bui I ding in 1896. The 
history of the fire company, its personnel and equipment, has been told and 
retold many times in local pub I ications - copies of some of which are 
attached to this reoort. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Being part of the "Gusbv Lot" located on the south side of East 
i1ain Street about 5n feet west of that street's intersection with Longwel I 
Avenue in Westminster. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Christopher Weeks. Consultant Eehrnary 1977 
ORGANIZATION 

vlestm j aster Hi star i ca I Si +es S11 rvev 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

c/o City Hal I - Pub I ic Works Department 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Vlestm i nster ~·1B r)' I and 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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ern section runs the entire length of that section. 

In 1927, an extension was bui It to the west, g1v1ng the bui I din q a 
more cubic appearance. The addition had one, large, arched door for fire 
engines on its ground floor and is three bays wide on its second and third, 
thus teina similar in design to the former westernmost section. The ground 
f I oor is decorated by a round, riarb I e, ood i II ion, s i mi I ar to those a I ready 
described; the modi I I ion is decorated bv the date of this addition. In later 
years al I ground floor doors became rectangular. 

The first floor contains a large fire aooaratus roori with a cement 
floor, a srial I fire apoaratus room and a smoking/relaxation room for the 
firemen. A wide stairway leads from the street to the second floor, on which 
are a Meeting roor-i for the fire department, a "parlor'', the former City Council 
Chambers, Clerk's Office, and some lavatories. On the third floor are lodge 
rooms, reg I i a rooms, committee rooms, +he banouet ha I I and kitchen. /\.n art i c I e 
in the DerpQ_cratic A.dvocate, printed to celebrate the 1896 openinq of the bui Id­
ing, notes that the roof of the bui I ding is of Spanish tiles, and the cornices 
are of galvanized iron. 



Pldlip Myers, above writ.u . . 
about Westmin.t~r and liow tke 
cily fatlrus f rut;ally turned o/f 
streetligltts on moonlit nights 
early in tlte 1900's. View, right, 
is of Wutmin.ster,.s Main street 
in. 1911. Note carbon arc lamp 
t/1at hangs over cenler of street. 
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the fimnir.11 fon furn n1t1V '>I ruclure, 0111 

T ... N F' 1 tiul liy lllu tfforLs ·oc Got. ,fomes ll. lht1 C.:ush1· lot, on East ~Cnin s lreet, f:l> ue ew Buildin~ of the ire. · 
- Sbellmnn, .John Fisher 1\l\J OLl.rnrs, llie uo:v rc11t!y !Utt~ th1Mi.lrr.er-sLone wi!J 1 .... men. ,· .... 1 l · 

Tile lirsL buihliag W(lS or tho de:ii,;ii rer>· ori,:ani:r.aiion was re111odt1lel !llH Iii\· !:ti.I 113 •r.011 !\~ the wc:HhPr !ill•1ll 
resented uy the cut lmruedi!llely below: prove1\ iu iLs make up, 11uu permiucil lo ., .. unit furl lier fln>gn."'s on the work. 

!!O ura until l::llii. 'l'bcu, owiug lo f'CL· Pl:i11s f11r lhe m:w hulhling wi-rn rre-. 
tin~ in h:ul rcpnle ~·1iu hy lhu h11rni11g parl!d liy .\rcliilrct .facksou t;_ (; tr, 11f 
or all Lbe b!lrr:icl:.s ne·:r Lue town, nnd a r. 111 i11m11'. Tl1e mnterhb 1he:I in It" 
llilml,t:r 1Jf ::-.I ~·,~c~ in t!11: town, -tl:c City cvr:"i1u1:tlc>:l will l1e Luff briclc whit 
C0m11cll sul I l!a~ t'ngiue lo the l.itu Lrin:m!n~s or while brick nn1\ J11\llfruuni1 
:\:h:111u:l l!1:ughrma1,· a111.f he ordered it 1•nu111y m11rhlt-, for lhu rrnnL, ordionry: 
t!c.,lroycLl, 1ui1!~ tho irou and selliol{ lht: l;~ick to cousLilule thehml.,. or thestruct­
copp•!r. The wlu:c ls 1H"'Lhe engine are nrc. ThP. builoling will hl: lllrce sloric . ., 
slil! in IW:l ••L Bui;la~cl ,\; Dry:1n'!'l lnnnery. hi~h with n b&JI lower nindy·Lwo fl:l'~ 

This hulldlug wns crectctl l1y the fire 
company orgouized In U!:!:I. It wns lo· 
cntcu on Church street, which lhen letl 
from Klug, or Mnln, street Ln the ~tnn­

chestcr rol\d. It wss :\ pltthr IJ0•1rd 
house, built with. two large. tloors, uo 
wlnJows, a shingle roor, nod ouly lnrge 
ooougll to llolu 11 baud eugloe, 'vl~h cir· 
culnr co"pper"<loma-·nad. .wrought tirnkes. 
Thecompanf'wta iiami!il .. t.nlbn Fm 
Compnoy," w!llcll formed lbe oucleus of 
tbe <leparlment. Tbeo Westminster ex­
tended from whnt is oo\Y Centre street 
to the Washington rond nncl M~llest~ 
or Tork roa<l, wblch wns the div!dln~ 
line between BalLlmore nod Freuerick 
counties, llle stone with lnlLIBls "F. C." 
oud "B. C." now standing, corner Wash· 
lnglon roatl aod East ?rro.in street. In 
1834, lbe town growing west, tbe eoi:lne· 
house WftS moyell ou :Maio slreet, oppo­
site Court street, where cx-.Tudge .Tlltne!< 
A. e. Bond's residence is DOW located. 
Th~n i1 was used as a lockup, 11.S well ll9 

engloe-bou3e. When a fellow got 
'boozy" the eagioe was 1 un out aocl be 
was 1un In notl .lbll kty 1urned. Among 
the promicent men who were presicleols 
or tbe e11rly organization, natl, in foci., 
up lO 1837, were John \,·a.mplt:r, Jacob 
Yingling, John C. Cockey, David. Keef­
e r, Cul. J~mes M. Shellman, '~illlam 
neese nod ~,rancis Sbrl'fer, all now de· 
ceased. In 1840 tbe citizens petitioned 
the legislature to pass no act enabling 
them to hold a louery to raise $5,000 to 
purchase a new lire engine, bu lid a nt!w 
eagioe·house,... town. hall o.nd market­
house, uUI. nothing came- Of tt. 

A.u amusing incident iu .coooecLfoD' 
wilh c.he history or tbla firs!. fire organ­
lzaLioo is related. A. short distance. from 
whal ls now !.voodale Station, on tbe 
Western M11Tylaud Railroad, aliout lhree 
miles from lbis cily, was located Lhe 
llrsl iron furnace erected In the Uailed 
States. The hilly range east of lb& rur­
uaco wns known as J.'u rnece 11111, along 
which. ch1Ucoa.I burning was occosionnlly 
clone. On one occasiou, In 1834, the 
Urubers took fire, and tho Westmio~ter 
boys seeing the fire, ordered out tbe olll 
eni:ine, und away lhey weul up street lo 
lhe Goose Pond lnne, uow Liberty street, 
and down Lo the fnrm lntely owned by 
~lr .. Jncob ~lycrly. They were n~ketl 
wbat they were goln~ LO do with the 
lire engine. Th~y repliell goin1' to put 
out the lire on Furnace Hill. They wore 
asked where they would get Lhe waler. 
They Lheu let Use fire engine stand, and 
ran LO Lhe hill. The engine remained in 
Lhe coun try over two weeks uerore IL 
wns uroughi hack to 1hc town for the 
protection of her cllli:eos. 

lo 18.'it lite mayor nnd council ortlercd 
qie oh! engine noll eogio11·hou8e sold, 

'!'he cn.;;iae-_hon,~ \\:IS linnlly soL~ to high. 'fhcrc will he n larzo lire nlrm11 

.r oi.n IT. :.1iLte:1, -\\.h°":)1emoved It to 07 1J1-ll un•l n r!nel: with IC>u r dints, enrh, 
Peun•yh·:rnia a\'cnuc, wh11re some or Lhd four rcet in 1ti.1111e1er. The s trnc111rP.­
boarcls 11re to be seen yel . After the will li:lVC n froolagc of forty fuel nn•I a 
sa!11 or the !Ire cn~ioe, tlu: Couacil Or· 1te1,111 of scvenlY feel. 'l'he 11rsL Hot>r 
1lere1l h<H>k~ nod l:1duel'3, 1 hiokiog Luat1 
they woulJ be less fuu for the hoy:i null' 
mun: proleclion 10 thff" citizens. 'l'he . 
town slill growiag we..t, In lSGS an ell'orh 
was made lo stnrt-- o book uod lndder 
coinp:1uy in the W'l?sL End, but objeclh>n 
was Tnlsed by soml!.1>f tbe older cllluo,;, 
!lt:u lbe project wa:s:-ab!lndonetl Coro Lime. 
After severo.I tli3wous fires, the olJ de· 
pnrtmeut was r~·orgnoized on New 
Ye:n' :i night, 1811>. L:init was bought, 
autl Lbe tlepartm,cnt wu lncotporated In 
Februnry, ~70, 'i·be name given by the 
court wns Lhe Wes;.mioster Fire Engine, 
ahcl Uose Company, No. l. 'fhe old' Ob·1 
jectloos were :igain raised and some 
Lalk!!tl ot~lnylng nn injunction to sLopl 
ll:1e orgauiu1ioo, but as the men were re1 
cruitcu from among the moat sollll bust, 
ness men, lbe boys were prepareu Lo 
ftgbt fires Lwo yeara berore any occurred. 

·. 

Tbe 6rst president uoclcr the reorguni· T.,v,,, .. ..,1''"';!.~::-?:ow c~ 
zMion wos Dr. W. II. Hippard, who was1 • .. . 
sneceedetl by W . .L. Seabrook. 1.Wd. the Ttm lt"lilW FrR.E~ ::! ncrr.Dt.'\a. 

nut president \'\'4S O;icar D. Gilbert.f will contn!n a large fire apparalos·room1 
The present incumbenl is Edwin J. Lsw, wilh cemeate<l floor, a sm:ill fire appa·1 
yer, who was one oC the reorgaaizers 01· ralus-room notl a smoking room tor- tbe 
thl! depnrtm1:ot, is a member or the Vet- dremeu. A wlJe stairway le1uls from, 
erun Firemen's .Assoclati'>n or Westmln tbe street tQ the sec.cod Uoor, oo which 
ster, ancl is also preshlent or tlie llory- nre a meel!og-room for.: the ft re tlepnrt·• 
land Stale FiremeCL's AS!oclllliou. ment, I\ parlor, City Council clu1mber~ 

The departmenL bas li(ty active mem-1 clerk's otttcu and lavl\lories. On lbel 
ber:i, a book lllld. ladder truck, four tbird iioor are lodi(e rooms. ante allll re­
chemicn.l extin:uisbers,....lhree hose cor- ~ galia rooms, committee rooms, au1l n 
rlages, and plenty o( hose. ru nddltlon bnnquct hull aod kitchen. Thi:! Toor ol 
Lo Lhis, there are two other hose houses the bulh.llng will be or Spnnlsh tlles, aotl 
In dlff11rent pnrls o( the town. As Lhero Lhe cornices will be or galvnnized iron. 
fsn aLrong willer ~e!!sure, thenrB-.n; It Is pltasanl to record the· fact tbM 
ncc:tl for engilles. c.he clock rererred to. In lhe nbove de-

Tbtic officers of the depnrunenL o.re : scriplion is no~ a mylb, but n certaio1y. 
Presiduot, E. ,J. Lawyer; vice·prcsit.lents, Some public spirited citizen, whC\se namel 
.'II. .r. Lynch au<l J. ll. Mitten; secreLnry is withheld, b:l<J contracted with tbe 
aCLd Lrt:uaurer, ~. W. llnbn; nssistanL Seth Thomas. Oloclt Comp:iny, . or Su1m· 
secretary, A.. T. !:imilh; chief, F.' Ii:. ford, Coon., fora. tower clock which lbe 
lierr; nssistan~ chief,, F. T. SbaeCfer. compauy 11.sts M ~10!0, nod which will 
- - ~-· lien conlrlbutioa to Lhetlep11rtment. No • 

- w.: doubt public curiosity-will·be 1.ronsed $:l 

Lo the personality of the don'or of Lhis 1 ~~I mngniticcnt ;Ht, but, beyootl staling that 
~ I IL will Ile tt meworl11\ clock, President 
~ Lnwyer declines lo tlivu!ge the nnme or 
~t·f;f JI Lhc c:eucrous citizen contrlliuling it. It 
il. · will, however, become known in clue 

_ .:;.J,..,~ time. T he clock will, o.s 11bove slnle1l, 
~~~~~~~-, hnve four ui:ib, each foul"' rcet in dlnm· 

FrRE m:n.nrnc OP t87!l. 

This huilJlng nntl Lhc ground upon 
whidt It Hanll:i ~ recently sohl nnil 

etcr, nnd ll will strike the hours :ind hnlC 
hours. 'fho 1:.ct of ils dono~ Is well 
worthy, not o:i!y or the nuHt thorou;.:h ' 
couuneo1falion but oC iluitntion 11!;;0. 

\\ lum the firemen's buih.ling shnll l1t•\'el 
heeu com(lletecl it will ncetl fnrnlsulng, 
autl the generous det!d of Lhe clock con­
Lrilmtor is n pointer which mi!!hl be ful­
lowe1\ by others In provitllng furallllre 
for the stn•crnl nportmenl3 Trrp1irlng It. 
Thi· hoy~ nrc rnlitlc•l lo t he \'err hC!ll 
the pe"ple c!ln gi;e them. 
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