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DESCRIPTION
CONMDITION CHECK ONE CHECHK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED XCORIGINALSITE
XGoop __RUINS MALTERED —_MOVED mvﬁjﬁwﬁ
—FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 0ld Mount Pleasant Metheodist Church faces north/east off of Sykesville
Road, and sits upon a small hill thirty or so yards from it. The facade faces
Finksburg, the back, Eldersburg.

The wall structure and foundation are of uncoursed stone of this
three-bay front, four-bay side, small rectangular building., Windows are rectangu-
lar in shape with plain trim and contain stained glass, Stone, rectangular bases
anchor each window. The wood gable roof is covered with what appears to be sheet
metal shingles and ends in a box cornice, A central, exterior end, back wall
chimney has battlement-type open brick work. It appears to be more recent than
1872 and is in great need of repair.

A sguare belfry with rounded arch openings is covered with painted
wood shingles., It has a simple turned railing around it and is topped by a
hip=-style roof with extended ends.

The southern back wall is void of windows, but has a recent entrance
door,

The north/east front facade has two entrance doors on either side

of a central stained glass window. Above this window and below the gable is a
round, stained glass window that reads "Mount Pleasant Methodist Church",
The entrance doors are reached by a large, single, stone step. They are each
large, double two=-panelled recessed wood doors with plain wood trim and stone
lintel, Above the lintel are stained glass transoms. Cement steps and plat-
form porch lead to these entrances.

A contemporary building which houses an auditorium, Sunday School
rooms, kitchen, ete, connects with the church by an open breezeway. The church
sits among tress,with its own cemetary in back,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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1800-1199 — COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY — TRANSPORTATION
1800 —COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY A POLITICS/GOVERMNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY}
I NVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES : BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Methodist/Baptist Church not only stands as one Of the few re-
maining stone chapel/church in the county, but also as a structure identified
with the Methodist split over church issues in the 1820's - 30's in this area.

Robert Strawbridge came to Maryland and the New Windsor area as the
first pioneer of America Methodism (see CARR. -86)., But other pioneers came
directly from Wesley in England to plant Methodism and expand it in this country.
In the late 1700's, Methodism came to the Gamber area via Robert William, a con=-
ert of Wesley's, from Bnglad, settled here and erected a sod house for worship
and preaching. The congregation grew rapidly and in 1827 land was purchased
and the Providence Meeting House was to be built., Because of heated arguments
over church issues, the Methodist split. A decision could not be made between
church self=-government and equal rights for laity and clergy. The land and then
log house, was given to the supporters of equalization, the "Methodist Prodestants”.
The "Methodist Epigcopals™ who favored more authority for their bishops, moved
out. The split was named the "Providence Split®.

The Methodist Episcopals worshipped for over ten years, first in an
old school, then in a Louisville (neighboring community) shed. Finally they
had a log structure on the present Sykesville Road (Md. 32).

At this time, 1843, the church was incorporated and well-organized
as the Mount Pleasant Methodist Episcopal Church., In 1872, they erected this
stone church on the same spot and parcel of land. In 1943, Providence and Mt.
Pleasant merged at last to form one congregation again. The church now stands
a8 the home of Emmanuel Baptist Church.,

.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

“"Gamber Church Splits, Unites" 5=27-77 Carroll County Times

"Service of Merger for the Union of Mt, Pleasant Methodist and Providence
Methodist Church" booklet 1943

“"The first Methodist Episcopal Church in America" by Rev, James M, Maxwell
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ORGANIZATION . DATE
Carroll County Committes of the Maryland Historical Trust
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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