
I e::1 11est ''a in <;treP.t 

r~,,, four hav h,, t1.·o t'a'', t•ro-section, vellow clanhoard huilt hv 
Saf11ut>1 11 urihes <\t "hnut the tirne of th,, r'ivil '~ar, looks north <rnto ''est 
·~ain Street (St. '"'oute 1n ahout F"' east of that strPP.t's intersection 
1•itli Push 11 1 lev in !'estminster. T~e snacinn of thi:> Pio!it havs ftvm ner 
~1oor) on the north (nrincinal) facad~ oives thP imnression that the hnusP 
~~s ~uilt in halves, hut there is nothinn else a~out the nlace to encouraoe 
such a ~,elief. llll l·!indows are sirni1lv enframed. are r:;r: nanl"d, and arP 
bordered bv hlack louvered shutters. 

Numl:Pr lr.;l 'lest ~'.ain Street ~rinos to mind tt,ouahts exriressed 
else•·1herP about the relationshin het1,1ePn sinnular axes and sinnular ovner­
shin. \.'hen Samuel uuahes i..,uilt the nlacR hi" annarentlv wanted somethinn 
laraer than <\ ~-bav house, hut could not a~ford somethina ~ tavs wide, so 
not surnrisirirrlv. he setth•d on ti., ''evertheless, t'IP '"lrincinal of havinn 
s·1mme:rical facades on '1ain Street 1·1'3S st:ill a nrincinal ne11r>rallv ?.cce11ted 
in 1 ~stminster in t~P lR~"'s and Huqhes seems to have dPsired to stick to 
it. f1P, rilso rwt::urall 11 , •·•ould run intn nrohlems creatirio ri svmrnetrical 
-Fa ca di:- 1·•itli 1n even numl-ier of ha vs, and souqht to aci..,i eve svmrrlfltrv a fe\1 
tri r:ks: hf> arouned t1·10 eastern and two western '-avs close to the other 
\·•ith a broad s,...,ace hf't\·reen tr~ two orouns in the i:-xact center o~ the 
huil rlinn. This snace is a 1 so thp exact vri dtli of the snace het1· 1PPn thn. erlnns 
0f the ~acadf> and th~ PdaP.s of thP first shuttPr end, creatin~. an effect, 
thrn.e strona vertical linPs and, t~us, a central axes. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

George 1J. Sullivan House 
AND/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

161 !·Jest r1ain Street (MD 32) 
CITY, TOWN 

Westminster _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _xOCCUPIED 

LBUILDING(S) _JpRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ~YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STREET & NUMBER 

c/o l r-1 . 'est '"'ai. n r-t t - -~~ree 
CITY, TOWN 

''r. strii ns ter _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC, Carre 11 County Offi ct? Buil di n'J 
STREET & NUMBER 

Center ~treet 
CITY, TOWN 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

::one 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Carrol 1 

? 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MlJSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA:lK 

_EDUCATIONAL !'._PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTA.TIC'l 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE ' zip code 
~'arvland ?1757 

Liber #: /! 71 
Folio #: 4Fll 

STATE 

parvl and 

-FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

~FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 
v 

-'-1.0RIG!NAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

T11e +"our ha 1.' t'.' t··o '-a'/, t~.10-section, vcllm 1 cl111:,oarri ~uilt 
hv ::amuel Huahes at a'"'0ut the time of the Civil 11ar, looks nortfi onto 
~'est ~~ain Stre~t 'St. ~oute 32} ahout 6"' c>ast of that street's inter­
section "rith 0 ush "·llev in ''estninster. 

The sr)acinq of the eioht l;a·1s (tv!O ner f'loor) on the north 
(~rinci'1all facade aives t~e imnression that the house was ~uilt in 
'·:alves, but there is nothina else ahout the olac0 to encouraae such ;i 

belief. !\ll ••indous aro. sirnnlv enfraned, are Fff: rJaned, and are ~orderAd 
hy rlack louvered shutters. The door, the second ~av from the ~ast, is 
a late-Victorian, manv-naned alass door--it is now tucked 'Jehind a modern 
alass and aluminum storm door. F:e door is flnl")roachPd r·v a set of t\JO 
cement ste~s which lead to a small oorch, also of cement, railed hv the 
simnlest of iron railinas, 3.nd sreltered hy a small, 1··ooden, shed-roo+ed 
porch. The clanboarding which covers this front section is all nainted 
a hrioht vellm'I, the silver-colored tin roof •·hich cover.; the section 
is ni~rced at the east and \·.•est ends L,v Sf'1all corr.el-canned chimne·1s 1;hicli 
are nlaced a fe~ inches inside the wall at the roof's rida~. 

A. sinnle, four-liaht ••indo"' lirlhts the attic to tlie 1·•est of 
the main section; four ~le:. windo\'1S are olaced t"'o .,er floor in the clan­
board addition to the rear. The broad oahle to the south has been covered 
in oreen asbestos shinales; a shed-roofed addition of yellow clapboard 
covers the around storv, •:1ith a central four-nanel door and eastern nair 
of t\'I0-1 i aht Hi ndows. The ad di ti on is roofed in corruaated sheet meta 1 • 
T\'10 four-liqht attic windows flank the chimnev to the east of the main 
section which also has one 6/~ window on the nortb of the main section 
and t110 ')el ow. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

.:OERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

y"-1800-1899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

__ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

__AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

LRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1865 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 5amue l f-'uohes 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

'.!uri!Jer l f:l 1·!est ~·ain Street brings to mind t'iourihts exoresserl 
el se•::here about the rel ationshin between sinoul ar axes and sinqul ar 
owners hi I'). \,fhen Samuel Huohes bui 1t the ol ace he a!"narentl y 1·1anted some­
thina l aroer than a 3-bay house, but could not afford somet.hi nq S hays 
wide, so,-not surnrisingly, he settled on 4. ~evertheless, the ~rincioal 
of havino svmmetrical facades on nain Street was still a nrincioal oenerally 
accented in \o!estminster in the 18fl'1's and Huqhes seems to have desired to ·­
stick to it. He, also naturally, would run into nroblems creatino a 
svmmetri cal facade with an even number of ha''S, and souaht to a chi eve 
symmetrv a fe•;/ tricks: he tJrouned two eastern and tlf!O western bavs close 
to the ~ther with a broad snace ~etween the two arouos in the exact center 
of the huildino. This soace is also the exact ~idth of the soace bet~~en 
the edoes of the facade and the edqes of the first shutter end, creatinq, 
an effect, three stronq vertical lines and, thus, a central axes. ~'hether 
or not he needed flanking chimneys (~resumably he did), their ryresence 
heiqhtens this effect of symmetry. (Certain disadvantaoes to this arouoina 
of windm1s arouse, most no ti ceab l y, the overl aooi ng of shutters, as a qui ck 
exariination of th~ buildinri 1.>Jill indicate.) l)th~f'\· 1 ise, in form, the huildino 
with its two oeroendicular L-makinq sections, its aable roofs, and oresumed 
orioinal rear oorch, fits snuoly into the local tr~ditions, achievinn its 
builder's desirP.s. 

Elijah t1aaoner bouqht the entire ~lock between Rush l'llev and 
Clav /\lle11 frori "eorqe \>laaoner on .June 11, 1053 for <Ssnn <15/157). This 
hlock consisted of 5 lots numbered lf.-2~ and our lot is no. l~ amona them. 
It 1·1as sold by Elijah '.Jaooner to Samuel Huahes on Fehruarv ?c, 13r2~ for 
s2nn (2R/L1"3); Huahes must have then built the house, as he qot Sl70'1 for 
thf' samr lot onlv E yf'ars later on riarch 31, 1868, when he sold to Georne 
tr. Sullivan (35/481). It is Sullivan's house that shows uo on the 1877 
mao and it is Sullivan that is listed in the 1887 Citv Directorv (the 
outline on t~e mao matches exactly the nresent outline of the '"'uildino, exceFJt 
for the rear infill). Sullivan died in 18q2, and his c~ildren and heirs 
sold the olace on Seotember 15, 1025 to John H. Smelser (ldF/91 ). Smelser's 
1·lidm1, ~·agoie, sold the land to Elrier T. Buffinaton exactly 13 years later 
to t~e day (182/dl ). Buffinoton sold the oart of the lot containino the 
'iuildina (the lot rneasurinq 26.7' x 198') to Charles D. 1.Jaooner on J\uoust 
5, l"il.L! (184/lM)~ 1·/aqoner then sold to '·'alter F. Hutchins. and 1·.tife on ~iav 
15, 1°45 (lAF/304). Her husband died in the interim, as by ·-~v of stra~ 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beina the westerl:1 ~F· of lot 11) of B. S. Pi(Jmans ~.ddition to 
lfostminster. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

01ri stonher '·!eeks, r:onsultant Pori 1 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Westminster Historical Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

c/o Cit·:1 Hall - Public ~·!orks Department 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

~Jestminster 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1101 



CARR-449 

di:>edc; to a~d from Charles 0. Fi sher r tl'15/1"n, 111"\t:;/111 ) , 1-'rs. Hutchins and 
Marv !\, Larnl;er": :oo~ ioint teriancv on ' 4ay 1, 1"''"-F.. T"e oresent m-mer took 
title on _1u1v ~, 1n7n (1"71/t!.C:!f.) 1•hpn r•arv Lan': 0 rt sold "'im the housf', resPrvino 
the life estate for hi:>rself. 
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