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"TERRA.CE f-IILL" 

The qreat hrick house huilt bv John L. Reifsnider, Sr., in lR71 
is nrobably th~ larqest, and certainlv t~e J110st imoressive house in the 
Cit.v~ that it is still able to imoress bv size and location (it is on a 
small hill overlookin9 the City) is a testament to its architect and builder, 
esoeciallv when onP sees how much nlainer th~ house is todav than it ~as 
originallv. P.ac;icallv tire house toda.v consists of two 2~ storv cubes whose 
solidness is hroken ~v several steenlv nitclred qahles and bv a chateau-like 
steen roof ("chateau" in t'1e style of. 1·!. IA, Hunt.) The liouse's dozens of 
rooms remained in the farnilv until takf'n over rv 1-!estern ~Aarvland College 
in tl-ie lri2n·s. Photoqrarhs a11d dra1·Jinos of "Terrace Hill" made before its 
academic career beqan, reveal an attemnt to create a villa su~ur~ana on the 
west of Westminste~. Peifsnider constructed on his &~ acre lot, an elaborate 
comnound of oreenhouses, ~ storv windmill, and, of course fine stables. The 
lot "'as handsomelv landsca'1ed and had a varietv of lawn ornaments: cast iron 
animals, and a11 iron and stone 3-tiered ~ountain. 

The builder of the liouse, John Lawrence Reifsnider, Sr., was born 
in "'estminster in 18% of ':ennanic stock that emiorated from the Palatinate 
to 0 hiladelohia around 17""l. l-lis ancestors moved, in a manner tvoical of a 
l arqe seoment of \.-olestminster' s nooul at ion, \<'estwards from Phil adelnhi a throuol-i 
southern Pennsvlvania arrivinq in Carroll Countv around 18""· Deifsnider made 
a fortune in the w~o 1 esa le and retail trade, rt fortune that was i ncr~ac:; f'\d f-iv 
his son ,John L. D.eifsnider, ,Jr. (1.,hn in 11erited "TerracP Pill") as he founded 
and rlirected the Srnit'1 and Peifsnider Lumher Comoanv, an oraanization that 
still thrives todav. -
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

"Terrace Hi 11" 
ANO/OR COMMON 

Carroll Hall, (Part of Western ~~aryland Colleqe) 

IJLOCATION 
STREET&NUMBER (MD 32) 

West Main Street11 & Uniontown Road 
CITY. !OWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Westminster VICINITY OF 

_ Maryland 

IJCLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _locCUPIEO 

X.BUILOINGIS) lLPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS .X.YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Western Marvland College 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Westminster _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Carroll County Office Building 
STREET & NUMBER 

Center Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Westminster 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

7 
COUNTY 

Carrol 1 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA~K 

x_EOUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESiDtNCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone # : 84R-7nnn 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 21157 

Liber # : 440 
Folio #: 105 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY -.LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

LExCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

LORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The great brick house built by John L. Reifsnider, Sr. in 1873 
is l"Jrobably the largest, and certainly the most imoressive, house in the 
City; that it is still able to impress by size and location is a testament 
to its architect and builder, especially when one sees how much olainer 
the house is today than it was originally. Basically, the house today 
consists of two 2~-storv cubes whose solidness is broken by several 
steeoly-pitched qables. The orincipal (eastern) cube measures about 4~' 
x 40' x 40'. Its eastern (entrance) facade is three bays wide above a 
hiqh course fieldstone foundation. The center of this facade is defined 
by the remains of a oorch that once covered the facade, the entrance doors, 
and the lower section of a large square tow~r. The entrance doors are 
half-qlass, half-wood double doors 1··ith elaborately cast hrass hard~·1are. 
They are located beneath a two-door, arched transom which is also double. 
The oorch is hioned roofed, and is suoported by four, finely-turned, white­
painted, wood columns; elaborate tracery forms a seqmental arch on each 
of the three exoosed sides. The tower has one double-hunq sash window on 
its east facade; the window has two over two oanes, white wooden sills and 
a brick Tudor arch. The tower was originally topped by \·1hat apnears to 
have been (judqing from old photogranhs} a 2"' obelisk. However, the 
obelisk has lonq been destroyed. Interestinq brickwork marks what is now 
the too of the tower, and what was oriainally the center: white-nainted 
molded bricks are arranqed in crosses across the front of the tower's east 
facade in a oattern that resembles clustered chimnevs of Tudor Enoland. 
The other four windows of the east facade are identical to the tower window, 
and there are two, one oer floor, on either side of this central axis. Those 
on the second floor are olaced under very steeo white-edqed qables which 
form circumflexes over the huilding (one oresumes that the rooms behind 
these accented windows would have been orincioal bedrooms). The south facade 
was originally alive with contrast between curves and anoles: the barge­
boards under the many gables on this side seem today to have been almost 
impossibly carved. These carvings have been removed, and the facade today 
denends uoon anales and size. It is a lona two bays deeo; the first bay 
consists of one .. 1tlindow on each of the three floors-, windows orowing increas­
inaly large as they stretch aroundwards - there is a small four-light window 
in the attic, a larger oair of 2/2 windows on the second floor, and a 3-
sided, hiooed-roof, ba_v windov• on the qround floor. The bay window has one 
2/2 window in each of its exoosed sides, and has fine carved oanellina all 
around he low its hiooed roof. These windows, like all other windov•s in the 
buildina, are Tudor arched and have white wooden sills. To the west, the 
larae qable is renlaced bv a small one (aaain resemblinq a circumflex) over 
the second-story 2/2 window, which is vertically alic:med above the oround 
2/2 windows. A large exoanse of chateau-style slate roof is exoosed on 
this facade, a roof that is basically laid in grey rectangular slates, but 
is enlivened bv 3 widelv-soaced bands of red slate. The west facade of the 
main cube is h~lf taken up by a large gable that contains the connector 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

.,ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ARCHEULUuY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 LRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

x_ 1800-1899 J{coMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1873 BUILDER/ARCHITECT John L. Reifsnider, Sr. 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

"Terrace Hi 11 ", bui 1t, as the cornerstone says, by John L. 
Reifsnider in 1873, stands as one of the few absolute landmarks in 
the City of Westminster. Westminster's main architectural feature, 
and probably its main strength, is in its unity fabric, house blends 
into house, and block blends into block almost effortlessly, and 
almost invisibly. From its beginnings in the middle of the 18th 
century, the City has always been fairly conservative, if its buildings 
are anv reflection of their builders' personalities. Hhat Henry Glassie 
has labeled the "Pennsylvania Farm House" took root not only in surrounding 
Carroll County, but also un the length and breadth of Main Street in 
Westminster. Generally speaking, whatever variety exists in the City's 
buildings, exists in how individuals took a basic form and adaoted it 
to their needs. This was true throuoh the end of the 18th century and 
through all of the 1°th century. It was true, that is, exceot for a 
few bold individuals 1·1ho had the courage, and sophistication (that money 
can give) to look beyond this basic form and to take note of what was 
haopening elsewhere in the country. A great many families achieved a 
certain amount of economic success in the mid-10th century; the Smith, 
Reese-Fletcher, and Hantz families all progressed substantially beyond 
a subsistence level, and built houses which reflect this. However, their 
houses were still in the Cit.v's basic building style. The Reifsnider 
family, on the other hand, threw off this tradition and established new 
standards, based on oersonal taste, nationwide fashions, and (it must be 
admitted) excellence of craftsmanshio. The houses built by two brothers, 
Charles at 23r'l East Main Street, and John here at "Terrace Hill", mark 
this ohenomenon. 

,John Lawrence Reifsnider, Sr. , was born October l q, 1836, in 
Westminster. His family's history is typical of that of a large segment 
of Westminster's oooulation: one ancestor, Sebastian Reifsnider, was born 
in the Palatinate in 1696, and later immigrated to the United States, 
dying in ~1ontgo11ery County, Pennsylvania, in 1755. His descendants moved 
to Westminster throuqh Pennsylvania (some lived in Readi n9) until another 
Reifsnider, also named Sebastian, was found livino in Taneytown in 1800. 
Jesse Peifsnider, John's father, moved to ~'estminster in the mid 1820's 
accordinq to an article in the 1-!estminster Democratic Advocate. (But other 
accounts say that John L. Reifsnider was born in Westminster in 1836.) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Consisting of two lots of qround at the west end of ~Jestminster 
at the intersection of Uniontown Road and the 116ld Plank Road" now route 
31, containinq in aggregate 4 acres, one rood, and 15 square perches of 
land. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Christoober Weeks. Consultant April I ]077 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Hestminster Historical Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

c/o r,it,y Hall - Public Works Denartment 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Hestminster 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1101 
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between the cubes; to its north is a circumflexed 2/2 second-storv window, 
and a small 15' x 15' x 15' cube. This cube has one 4/4 windO\<' on each of 
its north and Nest facades, the latter facade also containing a Tudor-
arched door below a shed-roofed awninq. The ton of the cube is banded hy 
a (surnrisingly) simole railinq which protects the balcony located there, 
and aooroached by a door located anqularlv between the main cube and the 
connector. The north facade of the main cube is identical to the south 
facade exceot that west of the bay window are two 2/2 windows, not one. 
Interestinq shed-roofed dormer windows liqht the attic on the north and west 
facades just beyond the circumflexed second-story windows. The smaller cube, 
1 ocated to the west, has i denti ca 1 north and south facades; each has tt-10 2/2 
reoularly-soaced windows on its two stories. (However, the north facade has 
a 2/? window liohtino the attic which is formed by the verv steeolv-oitched, 
slate-covered qable roof of this cube.) - · 

The two cubes are connected bv a one bay wide hyohen which maintains 
the steeo-roofed oattern of the house. ThPre is one 2/2 window on the second 
floor of each of the north and south facades (the only flat-arched windows in 
the buildinq); the south facade oooosite the cube of the north facade has a 
laroe, square, oriel window, containinq a oair of double 1/1 windows which 
tooether form the requisite Tudor arch at their toos. There are three, two-
1 iqht basement windows on the south facade, west of the large bulkhead cellar 
entrance located just west of the main cube's bay window. 

Orioinally, a third, and smaller yet, cube was nresent, and was used 
for cold storage: veoetahles, ootatoes, and ice. This cube had much less 
intricately-carved bargeboards (but it is hard to think of a house that would 
have had more intricately-carved woodwork than the Reifsnider House). It 
anoears, judginq from old ohotographs, to have been larqely windowless, but 
to have had the usual verv steep roof. The now nonexistent section was connected 
to the rest of the house by a still-existing, one, 2/2 windo1·1, deeo, hinoed-roofed 
connector. The west wall, all in 5 course common bond brick, of this connector 
disolays, in the brickwork, chanqes that must have occurred when this third 
section was removed. 

Old ohotooraohs reveal other losses to the buildino, beyond the wood­
work in the qables: ·there seem to have been, at one time at least, a half dozen 
corbel-capoed chimneys punctuatinq the skyline over the house; all but two in 
the main cube are gone (and these two caps are much simoler than their ancestors). 
Other chanqes include the reMoval of two-thirds of the east facades front oorch. 

Photoqranhs and drat-Ii nos of "Terrace Hi 11" made duri no the first 75 
years of its existence, reveal an attemot to create a villa suburbana to the 
\'rest of l~estminster. Reifsnider constructed, on his 4~ acre lot, an elaborate 
comaound of areenhouses, a 5-storv windmill (from the too of which, accordina 
to his arand~auohter, Miss Ann s.· Peifsnider, one could see most of the county) 
and, of course, fine stables. The lot was handsomely landscaoed, had a variety 
of cast iron la1·m ornaments around the house and on the terraces that led down-
1.,iards from this estate to the simoler houses of Westminster. ~·1iss Reifsnider 
esneciallv remembers tliat the lat-m's cast iron deer and other animals would 
usuallv d~sanoear on Halloween niqht, havinq been removed by hoys from the nearby 
nren schoo 1. T'1ere is a ohotoaraoh of another of t'1e features of "Terrace Hi 11" 
a three-tiered stone and iron fountain. The qrounds are no1:1 bare of ornaments. 
"!hen the house was adaoted to suit t'1e administrative needs of 1 •• restern ~~aryland 
College, the interior was similarly simolified. In nlan, the front cube was, 
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and is, basically, a central-hall, double-oarlor building, with halls runnina 
to the rear in a circuitous manner to connect the rear rooms. A maanificent 
pair of qilt and crystal chandeliers still exists in the double nar~or on the 
north side of the main cube: one of these oer room. Plso remaining, are the 
broad late-Victorian bannister and handsome brass hardware around the entrance 
door. (The hardNare is ver_v similar to that to he found at the Smith-l='isher­
Fletcher House, no. 254 East Main Street, and at the house built by Reifsnider·s 
t"lroth~r, Charles, at 21'1 East ~1ain Street.) 
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.Jesse Oeifsnider was a merchant, and John entered his father's husiness as 
a bookkeener at the aqe of 14 in 185". The Democratic ~dvocate's ohituarv 
o.; John notes that he "entered the store of his father and hy close attention, 
ranidly acouired a knowledae of the business''. Four years later, the firm 
was called "Reifsnider and Sons". Reifsnider continued the 1-Jholesale and 
retail business of his father, dealinq with firms in raltirnore and Tennessee 
(according to the obituary rrnblished in the flmerican Sentinel). In 1873, he 
entered the wholesale tobacco trade,and dealt with firms in Richmond. He 
was oresident of the Westminster Gas Liqht Comnanv from its beqinnino in 
'~arch, 1R7f', until his death on July 17, 1'"'5. Desnite these manv director­
shios (he was also a trustee of Western Maryland Colleae), anoarentlv ill 
health forced him to retire at the aqe of ~1 in 1R7B, 5 vears after Terrace 
Hill had been built. He bought the ~and, consistina of 4 acres, three roods, 
and 3? snuare nerches on November 6, 1865, from Georqe Stouch for ~enn. This 
was a oart of a tract called "Rond's Meadow Enlarqed", and is fullv described 
in deed recorded amona the Land Records in Carroll County in Book 12, Paae 36". 

Unon his death, his son, John L. Pei fs11i der .lr. , inherited the 1 and 
(Will Q/497). This Peifsnider aonarentlv, also, inherited his father's business 
acumen, working first for the S. W. Venable Tobacco Comoan.v of Pichmond, and 
1 ater or~anizino t.,e still -successful Smith and Reifsnider Lumberyard (see 
form for no. ?'1 West r1ain Street). This Mr. Reifsnider had a varietv of 
affiliations that could well svmbolize thP alliances which a successful, earlv-
20-centurv businessman ~ould create: he was a member of St. Paul's Peformed 
Church, of the Door - to - Virtue Lodqe no. 4F>, the Hestminster Rotary Club, 
the t!estminster Forest and Stream Club, the Chamber of Commerce, the Hestminster 
Pidino r::lub, Charitv Lodae no. 58, Kniohts of Pythias; he \·1as the ['irector of 
the First National Bank, a member of the Board of ~1anaaers of the Westminster 
Cemetarv Comnanv, a Vice President of t'1e Carroll County Mutual Fire Insurance 
Comnany, a member of the Sons of the American Revolution, a member of the 
'1iddle-Atlantic Lumbermen's .l\ssociation, of the Pennsvlvania Retail Coal ''erchant's 
Association, of the Baltimore-Carroll Coal .l\ssociation, and of the Blue Ridqe 
Lumberman's Association. He died on Auoust 1, l"l43 at the aae of 7n, at his 
home. 

Three of his five children, Jinn, Janet, and Eltinqe, bouaht "Terrace 
Hill" from the Safe Deoosit and Trust Comoan.v in Baltimore, John L. Reifsnider, 
Jr. 's, trustee, on January 6, iasn (deed 2n3/5?6), and then sold t'1e house to 
its oresent owner, Western Maryland College. Problems of modern unkeeo orohahlv 
require the college to keel) "Terrace Hill" in a simoler stvle than it oriqinally 
knew. Nevert'1eless, this site, on a small hill overlookinq the entire City, and 
the still-clear, excellent workmanshin that went into creatina the house's five 
course common bond brick bulk, still make the olace notable. If it is, in fact, 
no longer a villa suburbana, it is still a strikina huildinq. If the cominqs 
and qoinas of students and staff have reolaced thP qoat and donkey carts that 
carried John L. ~eifsnider, Sr. 's children and arandchildren (see the marvelouslv 
evocative nhotoqranh taken at Terrace Hill c. 18R'i), todav, aooroachinq the 
huildinq on foot, clirnbina un the stone stens from West Main Street, still aives 
one nause. It is fittinq that 1·/estern Maryland Colleqe, for which various 
l>eifsniders have been trustees, now owns "Terrace Hill", and it is nleasant that 
they have so well-maintained this monumPnt to lOth century ftmerican canitalism. 
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Gas Light Company, Crom ils beginning 
in March 1876 until his death on July 17, 
1905," Weeks said 

He was ivso a trustee at Western 
Maryland College, as were various other 
ReiCsniders. · ' · 

Reifsnider's son, John Jr., worked for 
the Venable Tobbaco Company of Rich­
mond., and later organized the still 
thriviog Smith and Reifsnider lum-

.~ 

r . 

oeryard, according to Weeks. 
John Jr. was involved 1n many civic 

and prore'ssional organizations. 
becoming well known as a successful 2-0lh 
century businessman before his death, at 
age 70 in 1943.. ( 

He had three children, ~. Janet and \ 
Eltinge, who were responsible for selling 
Terrace Hill to Western Maryland 
College, in the ~ Weeks said. 
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