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PIMEHART-WANTZ HOUSE

172 West Main Street

The Pinehart-Wantz House, as close to a 5-hay cube as it exists
in the Citv, looks north onto West Main Street about halfway hetween !lniontown
Poad and Push Alley. The areat red-brick-with-white-trim pile rests on low
coursed fieldstone foundations. This sunerlative nile was huilt in 18AR hy
“il1liam G. Pinehart, a areat Galsworthy-like Man of Pronerty. Pinehart, with
later additions bv his son-in-law and aqrandson, created one of the finest
buildings in this nart of the state-on the exterior, hv means of thick rollina
bracket cornices and other trim and bv the chromatic internlay between the
trims' whiteness and the deen Tuscan red of the brick, on the interior, hv
the hroad rinnlina molding which surrounds the doors and bv the unequaled
collection of French Second Emnire furnishinas, and in snirit, hv the easyv
eleaance and aood-natured arace that emanate from the huildina. A11 this is
true desnite manv alterations in Rinehart's oriainal home: the exquisite
wooden fence that senarated the huildina from the street has been removed
as has the Corinthian-columned entrance norch (the latter beino renlaced hv
a hehemoth verandah). Also missina todav are the oriainal outbuildings -
a hank harn, which has been renlaced by a R-car aarace, and the outhouses
and other necessaries that would accomnanv a huilding of this size in the
late-Yictorian era, alorg with the requisite aardens. Still, bv anv standard,
the Pinehart-"“antz House is a landmark in “estminster, if not in the area;
desnite these several alterations that economics have wrouaght on the house's
fahric and on the former denendencies, the house is still able to nresent
an unrivaled atmosphere of late-Victorian affluence, an atmosnhere that is
not hurt by the sense of continuity of the house, as it has alwavs been owned
and lived in by the same familv.
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The Pinehart-tlantz House, as close to a 5-bay cube as exists
in the City, looks north onto Yest !Main Street about halfway hetween
Uniontown Poad and Rush Alley in 'Yestminster. The areat nile rests on
Tow coursed fieldstone foundations.

Although it does verv nearlv create a cube, the btuildinag micht
convenientlyv be divided into two sections: a front five-bay-bv-two-bay
gabled-roofed section, and a rear shed-roofed section. The nrincinal
north facade of the gable-roofed section is five bays wide on each of
its full three floors. The entrance door is the central around floor bav.
It is recessed about two feet, and consists of a central frosted and etched
nanel above an anriched base. Gold-colored stained glass sideliohts flank
the door, and a similar nattern is found in the broad rectanaular transom
vhich tons the door. These lights, the door itself, and the ornate cast
brass hardware are all oriainal. The entire ensemble is enframed hy rinpling
molded woodwork (resemblina heavy linenfold). This door is the base of a
central axis which is dominant all the way un this facade; it is furthered
on the second floor bv a set of French Noors, which rest between dark
louvered shutters and a fine, denticulated, two-nart, bracketed entablatur
on the third floor kv a window with an excessivelv elahorate lintel (which
vill be discussed later) and above bv a tvnical (but more ornate) Victorian
agothic aable in the roof, which contains, in its center, a round quatrefoil
attic vindow. Mn either side of this axis are two double-hung sash vrindows
on each of its three full floors. Those of the first and second floors are
jdentical (six over six nanes, 'hite wooden sills, dark areen louvered
shutters, and the same two-nart denticulated entablature as exists on the
second floor French Doors). Those on the third floor are similar in size.
and, beina on the third floor, will he less decorated: this diminuation of
decoration is achieved “v havina onlv flat, vooden, white-nainted lintels.
Flat lintels, that is, excent for the central bav which has a 1intel that
is a small scale version of the roof of this side: flat, broken bv a central
aable, and heavily bracketed. The true crown of the facade consists of a
white, molded, wood, tvo-part, denticulated entahlature that is over two
feat tall and three feet thick. Pairs of extremelv elaborate scroll
hrackets alternate with the windows (exceot of course, within the aahle
where they are reaularly nlaced). This facade is unchanaed from its
original aprearance hut for the around floor norch. "riginallv, the rorch
vas small, measurina ahout 17" x 17', and extended onlv atout the entrance
door, with a flat roof and a delicatelv-railed halconv which one agot to
by means of the second-story French Doors. The balcony railina was
reneated around the house and was strung hetween clusters of hracketed
corinthian columns. In the 192N7's, Yowever, this norch began rotting, and
the nresent norch was huilt. It is much deeper than the oriainal and
extends far to the east and west walls of the main bulk of the house and
can be thought of either as enwrannina the oround floor, or as serving as
a tray to serve un the rest of the building. Several thick brick nosts
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Bv any standard, the Rinehart-Wantz House is a landmark in
Westminster, if not in the area. Despnite the several alterations that
have heen made to the house's fabric and to the once surrounding
dependencies and outbuildings, the house is still able to nresent an
unrivaled atmosnhere of late-Victorian affluence. Its nearest rival,

a centurv ago, would have been "Terrace Hill", built only a few hundred
feet awav, but that house has long since been adanted to collegiate

needs and has lost much of its oriainal arand atmosohere. Continuity,

on the other hand, has prevailed at 172 West Main Street; the nresent
ovner, who was horn in the house, is a arandson of the house's huilder.
Thus, while other great houses of that era ("Terrace Hill", the Fisher-
Smith-Fletcher House, the Peifsnider-Pobrecht House) have, due to
economics, lost much of their former arandness and nresent onlv a hint

of their alories, the Pinehart-antz House is not onlv the hest remaining
examnle in the area of 186N's high style, it also nresents a fine examnle
of continuity of use, and of adaptation to current needs without sacri-
ficing nast arandeur. The interior woodwork of the Pinehart-Wantz House
cannot be matched in the City and, although "Terrace Hill" in its hev-
day might have had finer exterior trim, perhans onlv the Fisher-Smith-
Fletcher House can match the 5rackets, the window trim, and the norch
todav. Several people, includinag the nresent owner's sister, have
expressed reservations about the present porch, but it unquestionablv
increases the sensation of volume about the house, which would have
doubtless been a concern of its orininal builder, “illiam 6. Rinehart.

Rinehart bought the 427 x 192' parcel from Emanuel Gernaund
on May 24, 18638 for $870 (Carroll County Deed Book 35, Pace 292), Pinehart,
who had a larae farm in Carroll Countv had intended to sell bricks to
:lestern Marvland Colleqe, which was oracanizinc itself at this time, hut,
when thev could not nav for them, he decided to build a townhouse for him-
self, which he certainlv did. Pinehart died on Auqust 29, 1974 (after
havina built and owned several buildinas and lots in this West End of
Westminster) when his widow inherited by Will 7/364. ‘hen his widow,
Caroline Pinehart, died on Julv 30, 1916 their daughter, Carrie G. P.
Wantz, wife of James Pearre Yantz, Senior, inherited bv Will 17/5n, Mps,
Hantz's father-in-law, Charles V. Wantz, had huilt a larae house at 1M
East "ain Street as well as the Yantz Ruildinos. Straw deeds dated June

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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sunport the flat ronf of the norch and its eaually thick, full, but nlain,
entablature. Curiously, delicate brackets, set in paris, are nlaced in
the center of each nost, and similar brackets, nlaced pernendicularly
mark the antrance.

The vest facade of the main section is hlind excent for a
quatrefoil window in the attic located in the center of the aable. The gable
continues the heavv cornice, as do all sides of the house. The east front
of the main section is two bays wide and oriainallv consisted of & (two per
floor) A/F windows. Four of these originals still exist, but the southern
windows on the ground and second stories have been altered and are now a
7-storv three-sided, flat-roofed, white, wooden, bav window with two 1/1
windows ner floor to the east and one each to the north and south of the
floor. The shed-roofed extension consists of two /% windows on the third
and second stories; similar windows oriainallv existed on the ground floor
but have been altered into 1f-1ight casement windows to 1ight the kitchen.
The south facade of the shed-roofed extension oriainally had a two-storv,
slightlv-nitched, shed-roofed norch and a third-story door leadina to third-
story living auarters. Present owners, due aaain to lahor economic reasons
removed the door and the staircase leading to it, but have retained the
norch and the two doors {(one per floor) which lead to it. The norch is simoly
railed on the second floor. On the around floor, there is an eastern half-
wood, half-aglass door which leads from the kitchen to the newlv screened-in
ground-storv norch. The door has been nlaced in this location bv the nresent
owners so that the elaboratelvy landscaned rear aarden can be seen while walkina
from the dinina room to the kitchen. Most houses in this area, of this time,
had side norches, and this pile no excention. However, it has now heen
almost entirelv enclosed to nrovide hathrooms (oriainallv the house had none,
onlv a svstem of outhouses), excent on the around floor where a door still
leads to the kitchen. The south facade of the aahle-roofed section consists
of two F/F windows ner floor, all reaularlv snaced and treated similarly
to those on the north facade.

In nlan, the house consists of typical central hall, douhble parlor
arrangement on each floor, excent that there are two douhble narlors ner floor.
(However on the ground floor the western douhle pnarlor is, and was, one room
deen consisting of a verv formal narlor). As could be exnected, interior
woodwork is ornate: newel nosts and riser decorations, and bhalusters are
all richly carved and turned, and around-storv doors are enframed by the same
two-foot wide, rinnling, white, molded wood that is found about the entrance
door. Most of the house's furniture is oriainal, and nearlv all that is not
consists of French contemnoraneous (Second Emnire) familv nieces. Several
pieces, including some of the most elaborate in the main parlor (floor to
ceiling gilded mirrors, marble statuarv, etc.), came from the Charles V., Wantz
House at 111 East Main Street (q.v.)

Althouah the house originally had several "firenlaces," thev were
not intended to be the scene of hlazina fires, rather thevy held lLatrohe
stoves whose pines ran un the sides of the hujldina to the chimnevs ahove:
tvio on each of the aable ends of the Main section flush with the wall nlaced
ahout 1' from the roof's ridge. The nresent owners have removed the stoves
and have made the firenlaces workina.
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WYhen built, in 1278, the house was roofed hv chestnut shinales.
These still exist hut have beer covered over {c. 1°"1) hv a tin roof. The
small estate also oriaginallv resemhled somethina of a surhburban villa.
The arounds, consistina of about % acre, contained extensive orchards and
veaetahle aardens, a large bank harn, chicken houses, and servants' auarters
This Tast, consisting of a single nile 3-bav-hv-2-hav, two-storv, clanboard,
gable-roofed huildina, still exists. However, all the rest, includino the
outhouses, ice houses, carriage shons, etc., have heen removed - the barn
yielding to a 5 car garage, and the nroduce nroducina nlants now consistinn
of a counle of bartlett near trees, and a arane arbor.
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24, 1035, nlaced title in hoth *r. % "rs. Yantz (1f?/211 and 162/311).
“rs. llantz died and bv straw deeds dated "“uaust ?2, 1712, title was

divided amonqg Yantz, and his children, faroline P, Tavlor and .lames Pearre
Wantz, Jr. (1297184, 199/128), ‘Uthen Pearre Wantz, Sr. died, the land was
vested in his children, Caroline and Pearre, Jr., and eventuallv title
vested in nresent owner bv deed dated August 1, 1757,

1t was noted that Pinehart Huilt manv houses in this area, one
of his finest was a house built for his dauahter and son-in-law, on the
T1d Schoolhouse 1ot (see form for 1287 Yest 'fain Street). The nresent owner,
who, as noted, vas born in this house, has been, like other Wantz's, at
the center of Yestminster's business world, having been head of the area's
oldest hant, the !'nion Hational Rank, for several years before his recent re-
tirement. 'antz has a treasury of local stories, one micht hear reneatina,
In his vouth, when monev was tiaght and when livestock in the Citv was
nlentiful, there was an abundance of flies. To help ease the situation,
the ritv offered a bountv of 15¢ per aquart of dead flies, nlus a nass to
the local movie theater. ‘Uantz and his friends in the area would set out
to catch flies (besides the horses and sheen kent hv the Wantzs, neichbors
kept hoas and nracticallv evervone kent chickens) and usuallv secured several
score quarts of flies ner week, which would be caucht 1ive and killed by
being baked in the Pinehart-tlantz kitchen stove. The relish with which Wantz
tells this storv illustrates several noints about the house: it is a house
built and maintained by financiers, but, nrobahlv at least as imnortant,
it represents the easv eleaance that exudes from the house. Yantz, who, has
Tived here all his life, finds "nothing snecial abnut the nlace”, dismissina
its gilt and marble while takina areat nleasure in his model trains and
Christmas village, and in the bharoquely-carved nool table that originally
araced the Yantz Ruildina's tobacco store. ('Yantz feels that the nool table
nrobablv was an inducement to local vouths to come in and loiter, while there,
to nurchase ciaars.) It is this comnletelv relaxed air ahout the house (for
the house's 17°"th anniversarv, “Yantz made and decorated a cake in the share
of the house} that aives it its unequaled arace, a arace that combines with
the also unequaled detailina fauatrefoil attic windows, immense hrackets, the
third-floor, central window's roof line - echoina 1intel) which combine to
make the house an invaluable asset to the communitv.
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