
17Q West Main Street 

The Pinehart-Wantz House, as close to a S-hay cube as it exists 
in the Citv, looks north onto \~est ~·1ain Street about halfHay hetween Uniontown 
Poad and ~ush Allev. The areat red-brick-with-white-trim nile rests on low 
coursed fieldstone-foundations. This sunerlative nile was huilt in lR~R hv 
1·!i 11 i am r,. ~i nehart, a oreat Gal sworthy-1 i ke r,1an of Prooertv. r>i nehart, l'lith 
later additions bv his son-in-law and qrandson, created one of the finest 
buildinqs in this nart of the state-on the exterior, hv means of thick rollina 
bracket cornices and other trim and bv the chroMatic internlav between the 
trims' whiteness and thP deen Tuscan red of the brick, on the interior, bv 
the ~road rinnlino moldinq which surrounds t'1e doors and hv the unP<Jualed 
collection of French Second Emoire furnishinos, and in snirit, hy the easy 
eleoance and aood-natured arace that emanate from the huildina. ~11 this is 
true desnite many alterations in ~inehart's oriainal home: the exriuisite 
h'Ooden fence that s~narated the huil di no from tli" street h~s been removed 
as has the Corinthian-columned entrance norch (t'1e latter beino renlaced bv 
a behemoth verandah). Also missinn todav are the oriainal outbuildinqs -
a hank harn, which has been rP~lac~d bv a ~-car oaraoe, and the outhouses 
and other necessariPs that would accomnanv a ~uildinq of this size in the 
late-Victorian era, alona ~ith the reouis~te oardens~ Still, hv anv standard, 
the Dinehart-'·rantz W.ouse.is a landmark in 1·lestminster, if not in th.e area; 
desnite these several alterations that economics have wrouo~t on thP house's 
fa~ric and o~ thP former derendencies, the house is still ahle to nresent 
an unrivaled atmosnhere of late-Victorian affluence, an atmosnhere that is 
not hurt by the sense of continuity of t'1e house, as it '1as al'-lays been 01•,nP.d 
and lived in by the sar:ie familv. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The 0 inehart-l!antz House, as close to a 5-bay cube as exists 
in the City, looks north onto Hest riain Street about halfway hetweP.n 
Uniontown road and Rush Jl.lley in ~'1estminster. The areat nile rests on 
low coursed fieldstone foundations. 

Althouqh it does ver_v nearl v create a cube, the bui 1 din9 mfoht 
convenientlv be divided into two sections: a front five-bav-bv-tVJo-bav 
qabled-roofed section, and a rear shed-roofed section. The nrincinal· 
north facade of the gable-roofed section is five ~ays ~ride on each of 
its full threP floors. The entrance door is the central oround floor bav. 
It is recessed about two feet, and consists of a central frosted and etc'ied 
nanel above an enriched base. Gold-colored stained qlass sideliohts flank 
the door, and a similar nattern is found in the broad rectanoular transom 
which tons the door. These lights, the door itself, and the ornate cast 
brass hardware are all orioinal. The entire ensemble is enframed by rinolinq 
molded l'toodworl~ (resemblina heavy linenfold). This door is the base of a 
central axis \·•hich is dominant all the way un this facade; it is furthered 
on the second floor bv a set of French floors, which rest betl;1een dark 
louvered sh.utters and a fine, denticulated, two-nart, bracketed entablatur 
on the third floor hv a window with an excessivPlv ela~orate lintel fwhic~ 
~ill he discussed la~er) and above by a tvaical (but more ornate) Vi~torian 
qothic aable in thP roof, t·ihich contains, in its center, a round quatrefoil 
attic l' 1ind01·J. 0n either side of this axis are t\.'JO double-huna sas'1 \dndows 
on eac!1 of its three full floors. Those of t'le first and second fl oars are 
identical (six ovE>r six nanes, •··hite wooden sills, dart: areen louvered 
shutters, anrl thP same two-oart denticulated entablature as exists nn the 
second floor ~rench ~oars). Those on t~e third floor are similar in size, 
and, heina on the third -Floor, ·;ill "e less decorated: this diminuation of 
decoration is achieved ~v havina onlv flat, ~ooden, white-oainted lintels. 
Flat lintel<;, that is, exceot for t 11e central ~av which 'las a lintel that 
is a small seal~ version of the roof of this side: flat, bro~en bv a central 
aable, and heavily bracketed. The true crown of the facade consists of a 
~hite, molded, wn~d, tt~-oart, denticulated entahlature that is over t~~ 
fe2t tall and three feet thick. Pairs of extremelv elaborate scroll 
hrackets alternate with the windows (exceot of course, ~it~in the nahl0 
where thev are reaularlv nlaced). This facade is unchanaed from its 
ori ai na 1 arriearance '-lut for th.e around floor ""'Orch. firi ai na 11 v, the norc 1

1 

was small, measurina a~out l"' x l~', and extended onlv ahout the entrance 
door, 1·:itf1 a flat roof and a delicatelv-railE>d ':alcon11 1.1hich one aot to 
hy rieans of the second-story French Doors. The balcony railina \·;as 
reneated around the house and \·•as struna h.et1·1een clusters of Jracket~d 
corinthian columns. In the 1°2"'s, ho~~ver, this norch ~eqan rotting, and 
tlie nresent norch "'as built. It is much deener than the oriainal and 
extends far to the east and west ~alls of the main bulk of the ~ouse and 
can be thought of eitlier as en•·Jrannino the 9round floor, or as serving as 
a tray to serve un the rest of the building. Several thick brick nests 
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By anv standard, the Pi nehart-\•lantz House is a landmark in 
\~estminster, i{ not in t'ie area. Desoite the several alterations that 
have heen made to the house's fabric and to the once surrounding 
deoendencies and outbuildinqs, the house is still able to ~resent an 
unrivaled atmosohere of late-Victorian affluence. Its nearest rival, 
a centurv aqo, ~<Ioul d have been "Terrace Hi 11 ", built only a few hundred 
feet awav, but that house has lonq since been adanted to collegiate 
needs and has lost much of its oriqinal orand atmosnhere. Continuity, 
on the other hand, has Prevailed at 17° \.Jest Hain Street; the nresent 
owner, who was born in the house, is a 9randson of the house's ~uilder. 
Thus, \"hi le other qreat houses of that era ("Terrace Hi 11 ", the Fi sher­
Smi th-Fl etcher House, the Peifsnider-Pobrecht House) have, due to 
economics, lost much of t~eir former nrandness and nresent onlv a hint 
of their ql ories, the Pinehart-'·'antz House is not only the "'>est remaining 
examole in tie area of l8~n·s hiqh style, it also nresents a fine examole 
of continuity of use, and of ada~tati6n to current needs without sacri­
ficing nast arandeur. Tlie interior woodwork of the Rinehart-Wantz House 
cannot be matched in the City and, although "Terrace Hi 11" in its hey­
day might have had finer exterior trim, oerhaos only the Fisher-Smith­
Fletcher House can match the ~rackets, the window trim, and the norch 
todav. Several oeople, including the oresent owner's sister, have 
exoressed reservations about the oresent porch, but it unquestionablv 
increases the sensation of volume about the house, which would have 
doubtless been a concern of its orininal builder, ~illiam G. Rinehart. 

Rinehart bouqht the 42"l' x 1~8' oarcel from Emanuel Gernaund 
on May 24, 1868 for S8"l0 (Carroll County Deed Book 35, Paae 202). Pinehart. 
who had a larqe farm in Carroll Countv had intended to sell bricks to 
'.lestern Mar_vland Colleqe, which v.ras oraanizin9 itself at this time, !"-ut, 
\-1hen thev could not oav for them, he decided to build a townhouse for him­
self, which he certainlv did. Pinehart died on nuqust 2Q, 1004 {after 
havinq built and 01·mPd several buildinas and lots in this West End of 
\fostminster) i·:hen his 11idow inherited by Will "l/364. \•!hen his vddow, 
Caroline Pinehart, died on Julv 30, 1006 their daughter, Carrie G. P. 
\Jantz, "life of .Jaries Pearre ~lantz, Senior, inlierited bv ',1ill in;sn. Mrs. 
Hantz's fatlier-in-la•·J, Charles '!. Wantz, had huilt a larne house at 1''1 
East '';dn Street as 1·1ell as the ''!antz Ruil di nos. Strav1 deeds datr~d June 
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suooort the flat roof o-F tlie ['lorch and its eoually thick, -full, but nlain, 
entablature. Curiouslv, delicate brackets, set in oaris, are olaced in 
the center of each nost, and similar hrackets, nlaced oernendicularlv 
mark the pntrance. 

The ~~st facade of the main section is hlind exceot for a 
quatrefoil windo~ in the attic located in the center of the nable. The qable 
continues the heavv cornice, as do all sides of the house. The east front 
of the main section is two bays i-•ide and oriqinallv consisted of 6 (two oer 
floor) ~/~windows. Four of these oriqinals still exist, hut the southern 
windows on the around and second stories have been altered and are now a 
'?-storv three-sided, flat-roofed, \'·!'1ite, v:ooden, hav \• 1indm·1 1·!ith t\-10 1/1 
windows oer floor to the east and one each to the north and south of the 
floor. The shed-roofed extension consists of two F./t:. \'Jincim·1s on the third 
and second stories; similar windows orioinallv existed on the qround floor 
but have heen altered into lf-liaht casement windows to light the kitchen. 
T!le south facade of the shed-roofed extension orioinallv had a two-storv, 
slightly-oitched, shed-roofed oorch and a third-storv d~or leadina to third­
story livinq ouarters. Present owners, due aoain to labor economic reasons 
removed the-door and the staircase leading to it, hut have retained the 
norch and the t\10 doors {one oer floor) which lead to it. The norch is simol.v 
railed on the second floor. 0n the around floor, there is an eastern half­
wood, half-alass door which leads from the kitchen to the newlv screened-in 
ground-storv oorch. The door has been olaced in this location bv the nresent 
owners so that the elahoratelv landscaned rear aarden can be seen while walkina 
from the dinina room to the kitchen. '1ost houses in this area, of this time, 
had side norches, and this nile no excention. However, it has now been 
almost entirelv enclosed to nrovide bathrooms (orioinallv the house had none, 
onl v a svstem of outhouses), excent on the orounci floor where a door still 
leads to the kitchen. The south facade of the aable-roofed section consists 
of two F,/F- windows ner floor, all reoularlv snaced and treated similarlv 
to those on the north facade. 

In olan, the house consists of tynical central hall, double narlor 
arranaernent on each floor, excent that there are bm douhle narlors ner floor. 
{Howe~er on the qround floor the western double narlor is, and was, one room 
deen consisting of a verv formal oarlor). !Is could be exoected, interior 
woodwork is ornate: newel nosts and riser decorations, and balusters are 
all richly carved and turned, and around-storv doors are enframed by the same 
two-foot wide, rinnling, white, molded v.rood that is found about the entrance 
door. '~st of the house's furniture is oriainal, and nearlv all that is not 
consists of French contemnoraneous (Second Emnire) family nieces. Several 
oieces, including some of the most elaborate in the main oarlor (floor to 
ceiling gilded mirrors, marble statuarv, etc.), came from the Charles "· l~antz 
House at 11')1 East r1ain Street (o.v.) 

.11.lthouah the house ori qi na 11 y had severa 1 "fi ren 1 aces , " t'1ev 1·1ere 
not intended to be the scene of ~lazina fires, rather t'1ev held latrohe 
stoves whose rines ran un the sides of the huildino to the chimneys above: 
two on each of t'iP. oable ends of the '·~ain section flush with the \•1all nlaced 
about 1 · from the roof's ridqe. The nresent owners have removed the stoves 
and have made the firenlaces workina. 
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\.!hen built, in 1R~8, the liouse 1·,as roofed bv chestnut shinqles. 
These still exist hut ~ave been covered over (c. 1"~~) 1v a tin roof. The 
small estate also orioinallv resembled somethino of a surburhan villa. 
The orounds, consisti~q of about~ acre, contained extensive nrc~ards and 
veoetahle aardens, a larqe bank 1arn, chicken houses, and servants' ouarters 
This last, consistino of a sinqle nile '3-bav-hv-?-bay, tv10-storv, clanboard, 
gable-roofed buildina, still exists. However, all t~e rest, includino the 
outhouses, ice houses, carriage shoos, etc., have heen removed - the barn 
yieldin~ to a S car garage, and the nroduce nroducina nlants now consistino 
of a couole of bartlett near trees, and a oraoe arbor. 



')4, 111 111, nlaced title in both "r. Q, ·~rs. \!antz (lF'.'/311anri1'1?/111). 
"rs. \!antz died and bv stra1·• deeds :lated 11 urwst ? , i 1111°, title \•.'as 
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divided amonq Hantz, and his childrl"n, rarolirie P. Ta.vlor and .laries Pearre 
Hantz, Jr. (109/184, ioo;1~r:::). I/hen Pe;irre Wantz, <;r. died, the land 1·•as 
vested in his children, Caroline and Pearre, Jr., and eventuallv title 
vested in nresent owner by deed dated Auoust 1, l"Sry. 

It was noted that Dinehart ~uilt manv houses in this area, one 
of his finest was a house built for his daunhter and son-in-la~·. on the 
·1ld School'1ouse lot rsee form for 131i Liest ''ain Street). ThP '1resent owner, 
v1ho, as noted, 1·ras born in this house, has het>n, likP oth1>r \lantz's, at 
the center of "'estminster's businPss 1...,orld, f-iavinq heen head of the area's 
oldest ~anv, t'1e Union t·Jational Rank, for several vears before his recent re­
tirement. "antz has a treasury of 1oca1 stories, one mio'1t hear reneatino. 
In his vouth, when monev was tiaht and when livestock in the Citv was 
11lentiful, there \·1as an abundance of flies. To helo easf> the situation, 
the r;tv offered a hountv nf 15f ner auart of dead flies, nlus a nass to 
the local movie theater. \·lantz and his friends in the area ,..,,ould set out 
to catch flies (hesides the horses and shl"e" keot bv the Wantzs, neiohbors 
kept hons and nracticallv everyone kent chickens) and usuallv secured several 
score quarts of flies ner week, which ~nuld be cauoht live and killed hy 
beinq baked in thP ['linehart-l·lantz kitchen stove. The relish 1·•ith i·rhich \~antz 
tells this storv illustrates several noints about the house: it is a house 
built and maintained by financiers, but, nrobahlv at least as imnortant, 
it reoresents the easv eleaance that exudes froM the '1ouse. Wantz, who, has 
lived here all liis life, finds "nothina snecial about the l"'jlace", disnissinq 
its qilt and marble while takin'l qreat oleasure in his model trains and 
Christmas village, and in the haroquely-carved oool table that oriainally 
araced thP ~·'antz ~uildina's tol:lacco store. f!'antz feels that t'1e nool taf"-lfl 
arobahlv was an induceme~t to local youths to come in a"d loiter, while there, 
to nurchase ciaars.' It is this cn~nletelv relaxed air about the house (for 
the house's 1 li"'th anni versarv, "'a"tz made anrl decorated a cake in the shal'e 
of the house) that oives it its unequaled orace, a orace that coMbines with 
the also unequaled detailinq rouatrefoil attic vdndO\>'S, imense ~rackets, the 
third-floor, central wirir!ow's roof line - echoino lintel) whicfi combine to 
make the fiouse an invaluable asset to t"ie communitv. 
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