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rn1.11:: 9 FfY\NCIS SfJRIVEr 1-1nusE 

111.~ \!est f1ain Street 

nt the ~eninnina of thP l"t~ century, Tsaac Shriver, a nrori~nent 
local merchant, ownrd thP larae trianqular narcPl of land hordered todav bv 
renns·1lvania /\venue, ''ain Street, and 'Inion Street in "'estminstr.>r. ,1ust 
hefore thP ,...ivil '·.'ar, "°le laid out this area into lots; ~owl"ver 1;e reservP.d 
1 1/4 acre nPar "T'1r !'."orks" -For hir.iself (an cf "ii s fri Pnds). 0n the southv!est 
corner of tl1is reservf'd lot 1e ~uilt, c. 1qr:'"', the house nm·• nuri'1ered lll!C 
~·est ·~ain Street. In nlan, this ShrivPr !louse is L-shaned · .. •itf-i trr. aa11ed 
end of the L as ~art of a riain facade; a shed roofed norch runs east of this 
qa~le, -Fermina, more or less, a rectanale. The entirP house is sheathed in 
···hit13 clan1oard, \· 1hich CMtrasts 1· 1ith tl;n. hlack louvl'lred shutters (···hicr 
-Flank all of the ~inrlows), the hlack slate roof, and the r 0 d tin on the -Front 
norch .. 11 n inten~stina stra1·1herrv lea-F noldino decorates all eaves o-F th"' 
!1ouse, and the several still-standina nrininal out '1uildinas. r::d'.· 1in Shriver, 
1"h0 hounbt the 11nus~ in 1qn::, is of national iri11ortance as of" a nririe force 
in esta~lishina Dural rree ~eliverv service in the 'lnited States. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

At the beqinning of the 19th century, Isaac Shriver, a orominent 
local merchant, owned the large triangular narcel of land bordered 
(today) by Pennsylvania Avenue, \1est •1ain Street, and Union Street in 
~~estminster. Just before the Civil War, he laid out this area into 
1 ?ts; ~o\'1ever, he reserved 1 3/ 4 acre near "The Forks" for himse 1f (and 
his friends). nn the southwest corner of this reserved lot, he built, 
c. 1860, the house numbered 146 \·Jest Main Street. In nlan, th.is S'lriv"'r 
house is L shal)ed dth a qahle end of the L as !"\art of the main facade; 
a shed-roofed !"\Orch runs east of this nable enrl, formino a rectannle. 
The entire house is sheathed in white clanboard. which contrasts ~ith 
the ~lack lnuvered shutters that frame all of the windows, the black 
slate roof, and the red tin of the front oorch. The two riable-roofed 
sections are aoproximately the same dimensions: two stori~s nlus an 
attic tall, and measurinq about 3~' x 2n·. The section that nuts its 
oable end to ''ain ".treet has tv•o 2/' wiridov.·s reoularlv snaced on its 
two ful 1 floors, and a sma 11 2/2 \·Ji ndow in thi:> CE'nter of the aab le to 
light the atticT These windows, like all '"indows in the f--uildino, are 
simnl.v enframed, have white "'Ooden sills and 1-ilack louvered shutters. 
The eaves of this oa~le end, and of the entire house, are decorated bv 
baraeboards sa¥1ed in a nattern that resembles stra··berrv leaves, and 
with dron oendants at the corners of the buildino, and at the neak of 
each eave. The west facade of this section has 2 widely-snaced 2/2 
windm·'S renularl 11 olaced on each floor belov· the eaves-work. T!:P 
section narallel with Main Street has five 4/4 windows (t1ree on the 
second floor, t 1 :·0 on t"1e oround floor). T~es"' wi ndov•s a re a 11 a 1 i oned. 
The entrance door is in the center of the facade, heinn the Hestern briv 
of the 'lain Street section. It is a mid-''ictorian, '1-nanel door, flanked 
by sideliahts and tonoPd hy a six-linht transom. Th 0 east side of this 
section is ~lind. 

Various additions riave been made to the buildino on its north 
facade, 'Jriainallv, there was a small ten foot sciuare, shed-roofed 
kitchen to the north of the Marvland Avenue {"~st) section. This has 
ti·m stories, 1;1ith one f:/f, windo": to the south on its w:>st facade, and 
a F,-oanel Victorian door to the north on the around floor. The north 
facade '1as a sma 11 1 /1 window towards the east, a 1 ouvered vent to the 
west, and a 3/1 \tlindow on the second floor. Later this section was 
doubled, with a solid addition beinq added to the east, solid, that is, 
exceot for t~e screened second-storv oorch. In the 1~2~'s it was in­
creased aoain, l;v a two-storv section of the same dimensions as the older 
section, havinq a oair of 6/~ windows on the second ~loor and a laroe 
olate olass •,-Jindow on t'1e ground floor~ the east facade of this final 
addition contains one 4/4 window ner floor. This small addition is the 
only chanoe the 1ouse has exoerienced since the 192~'s, inside or out. 
The- interior oriainallv had a double oarlor arranaement to the west and 
a larae hall and-oarlor nlan in the eastern section. The additions are 
entered frori the far northern room of the 1•1estf>rn s!"ction, and 1 ead into 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

We have frequently noted the fondness Westminster's citizenry 
has had for thinqs rural. Thev have built their homes followino 
oatterns practiced in the countryside, including the use of many out­
~uildings (of course these were necessary to house horses, carriages, 
servants). Sometimes these arrangements would truly give the imnressions 
of "Country Livinq in the City": the City Directory has an enoraving of 
109 East Main Street (q.v.) from which one exoects to hear the tinkling 
of cow bells; this orooerty has changed its apoearance since then, but 
here, at 14~ \-!est Main, the rural nature is still maintained. This 
atmosphere is created by the outbuildings, the trees, the wide oorch, 
the box gardens, and the brick sidewalks; this house has the only 
remainino hrick sidewalk on ~ain Street. 

The house is also significant in the architectural history of 
!•Jestminster in that it mav well have been the first to utilize a olan 
that would be very oooular in the later lQth century. All durinq the 
City's existence, the L-shaoed house had been a favorite, but never 
with a gable end exposed to the street. This house, however, breaks 
that tradition and beoins what tdll amount to an on olut of similar 
buildings comoosed of two oeroendicular sections that don't attemot 
to hide their gable. (Later versions seemed eager to decorate the 
gable end by bay windows.) This form almost always had a porch across 
the front, and a oorch is oresent here, althouqh nerhans this norch is 
r:iore finelv executed - in its eaves decoration - than ot~er examnles 
would be, but that is a value judgment. 

As noted, the house sits on a oiece of land reserved by Isaac 
Shriver; after his death, the 1 and nassed to Francis Shriver, who 1·1as 
listed as living here in the 1R87 City Directory, and thence to Edwin 
H. Shriver hy Deed dated September 22, l80f and recorded amonq the Land 
necords of rarroll County in Book 83, Page 287. The orice of the house 
\'1as S3rJ()n. Edwin Shriver is nationally noted, as he was a nrime force 
in establishing the first rural free delivery service in the United 
States. He sold the land to George H. Arnold on nctober 14, 1°10 for 
!5snn (~5/~), who sold to George N. Hoff in 1023 (142/362). Hoff is 
the uncle of r1rs. ~eorqe R. Stottlemeyer. Hoff died in the late io2n·s, 
leaving the land to his wife, who died in 1"~3, leavina the land to their 
niece, who still, with her husband, lives in the house. 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Being 15,35f square feet in a oarcel of land reserved hy Isaac 
Shriver after Shriver laid out this section of town, and beino.hounded 
b_v West ~'1ain Street, Maryland /!,venue, a back allev, and the land of 
Michael Morelock, as shown on an 1877 man of the City of Hestminster. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Christooher Weeks, Consultant Jlori 1 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Westminster Historical Sites Survev 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

c/o Citv Hall - Public Works !Je')artment 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Hestminster 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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each other, thus nreservina thP origin~l nlan. Two douhle firenlaces 
result in the house having two larae corbel-can~ed bric~ chimnevs, one 
to the east and one to the west. Chimneys are elaborately decorated 
with centrallv recessed bricks. 

Post of the '1ouse's oriainal out~uildinas remain. T'iere was a 
sr:iall t1·10-storv sPrvants' housf' that was orioinallv tovrards t'ie front 
of the house; tlie nresent owner's uncle had it moved to the rear. (It 
also has the samf' eaves treatment found on the main house, is covered 
in white clanboardino, and has areen shutters.) /\ larae tt·10-storv harn 
is in the nort'1v1est section of the lot; the nresent m·mer's uncle, Georae 
W. Hoff, was somethinrr of a mechanic, and honed to onen an automobile 
renair business on this nrooertv. Therefore, to exoedite his efforts. he 
built a laroe oaraoe 1-ietween the harn and the old servants' house, "'hi ch 
still exists todav. The lot is larae, and has somethino of a rural atmosnhere 
with these manv centurv old outbuildinns, and fine nlantinos of boxv~ods 
which line the brick sidewalks. Ancient linden trees shade the house to the 
south and \·rest. 
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