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r.e1· 1 of 11e<;tninster's 1-iouses are unaltered; Dracticallv all of 
thern have at least sorn,,, narts i,1hich date frof'1 a nerfod different from 
t~at of th 0 riain f:iulk. Pds f1ualitv is nm"here more obvious than at no. 1/1~­
lS" 1.!est nain Str,,,et a I "buildi.,q 1.·•hich c0Mhi11es tt- 10 different structures and 
stvles and does not Pve~ attPrnnt to hide their senarateness.")The eastern 
niece is the ol~er: it is a ? hav hv 4 hay section which was undoubtedly intended 
to t·iork •:iith no. lttt:, located iust to t'1e east across ~~arvland /\venue. The aal-ile 
end of ll!P, •::hich faces 1·Jest 1•

1ain Street, is almost identical vdtli the oarle 
of no. 14h, includinq the eaves connlete ~·rith straw..,erry leav'?s and nendants. 
The orilv difference is that this huildir.q is laid in 5 course corrrnon bond and 
not clariboard as is its neiohbor. The ot'ier section, numbered 15" !'est ''ain 
Street, was built about 2" years later. This addition is essentiallv a 3 
~av v•ide, 3 ~ay deen hrick hox, whose angularitv is rPlieved on the south facade 
I-iv a b10 story bo1·1 front bul qe "'hi ch cormri ses the eastern third of that facade. 
All windows here and in no. 148 are 1/1 double-hunq sash. Thus in decoration 
as well as in form, numbers 148-151') have links with several buildinos in 
!·!estminster's ~lest End. The buildinqs have recently been successfully adanted 
into ohysicians' offices. 
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B DESCRIPTION 

LEXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_MLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

'.LORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Few of 'Jestminster's houses are unaltered; oracticallv every 
one has at least some narts which datl'! frorrt a neriod different from that 
of the main bulk. This oua 1 ity is nowhere more obvious than it is here 
at no. 148-15"' ~Jest Main Street, a "building" which combines two different 
structures and styles and does not even attemnt to hide their seoarateness. 
The eastern niece is nrobably the older. It fronts !·lest 'lain Street on 
the northwest side of that street's intersection with ~arvland Avenue 
in ~!estminster. .11. two bay by four hav section, this section was undou!::-tedly 
intended to work with no. 146 across r~aryland l\venue. ThP. oatle end of 
this ~iuildina, 11hich faces \·lest r~ain Street, is almost identical \·riV1 the 
gable end of no. 146; two 1/1 bays wide, the facade (south) has the same 
sized attic window and the same eaves trim comnlete with strawberry leaves 
and nendants. The difference is that this huildino is laid in 5 course common 
bond and not clanboard, and that the attic window here is different (and 
consists of a oair of 1/1 windows, thP ton half consistina of nine nanes of 
colored glass, underneath the fan light}. The maior difference, however, 
is that no. 1~3 ~as a heavy-corniced norch across the south Tacade's ground 
floor, a norch whicfi is sunl"'orted by fine wooden Doric columns. To the east 
the oriqinal section of this facadP is 3 bays deeo: each ~a" consists of a 
window (~evenly snaced on the two floors) and each window is identical tr 
those descri hed on tl1e south facade, cons is ti no of l /1 nan es, !-irown wood et 
sills, 3 course gauaed flat arches, and dark brown louvered shutters. This 
was nrobablv the oriainal housP; a house of this size is shown on the lot 
on the 1877 ol at of the City. Later, cl aoboard additions \!1ere added to 
the north: 3 such additions seem evident. The first, two bays deer> (four 
1/1 windoHs evenlv spaced on two floors). The second consists of one 
louvered vent on each floor; the final, under a s~~d roof, has a four-oanel 
door on the around floor with a l/l window on it to the north of it, and a 
small one-li~ht winrlow on t~e second floor. All t~ese additions are executed 
in claoboard \!hi ch is oainted the same beioe as the oriainal sections; t"e 
eaves' treatmf>nt continues dmm this facade until the shed roof beai ns. 
The door and the vent and window cnframement are covered bv a thic~ shed­
roofed oorch. There is a ?/~ window in the north facade of the gable-
thick section, and a similar on the second floor of the shed-roofed addition.· 

Pro!:>ablv built about '.?" vears later, judainq bv style and other 
huildings in the tity, 15n is esse~tiallv a three hav wi~P., t~ree bay deen 
brick box, whose anqularity is relieved on the south facade hy a two-story 
bow front bulae which comorises the eastern third of that facade. The bow 
has two 1/1 windm·•s on each of its tNo floors, aliqned with the tv10 other 
1/1 windows on the second floor, and one on the around floor; in the center 
of the oround floor is a half-wood, half-qlass entrance door \·•hich is 
sheltered from the sun ~Ya shed-roofed ai·mino, suonorted by sliqhtlv bO\''ed 
brackets. These windowi are treated similarlv to those of 148's south 
facade. Number 15" extends sliafitlv further ~outh than 148, and this 
extenS i On i S bUi l t in On the east above the DOrCh bv a l /1 Wi nd01•' On the 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

,ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 
v 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Each section of the buildings that comnrise 148-15" would 
be fine as a senarate entity; each is finally executed itself, and each 
is a oroduct of a different", but well-established, architectural nattern. 
The bm.1-front of no. 15" is almost identical to that earlier buildino 
in the Cit11, no. 83 !·'est r1ain Street (q.v.), but is done here on a 
sliqhtlv laraer scale. It, like its antecedent, renresents another steo 
in the lono local career of the three-bay house. n.n the other hand, the 
aatled front of no. 15", combines very well with the qahled section of its 
neiqh':-or across '•arvland /!.venue, no. l4Fi. Title searc"'l revPals that the 
h:o 1·1ere nrohah l y built by the same family, the S'1ri vers : Isaac, the father, 
nroba~ly built no. l4f., and Francis, his son, seems to have built no. lA8. 
Furthermore, v1hen Francis built 148, it served to set off the fine features, 
of his father's house, and the two combined oresent twin-oabled qatenosts 
for ~iar.vland r.venue as it meanders northwards from \•lest nain Street. Cer­
tain features of no. 148 make it probable that it nostdated no. l4f: its 
porcli f 1'lhich may or may not he original as its trim is not quite so finely 
done), and, its attic ~lindow, most esriecially, wrich gives in ton late­
Victorian nenchant for stained glass. iieverth~less, desnite ttiese minor 
variances, t"'le t\·'O "!ere oroharlv inV>nded to arinear as a unit ("the t\•10" 
meanina hoth 1A8-1sn, and l4P and its fat~erlv house, 14~). 

~s noted, t~is is a S~river ~ouse. Francis S~riv~r bouqht lot 
l of 'iis father's su9division on July?, lQl=I'.'. from Ira "rouse for '.':5'V' 
(Carro 11 County f'l'led Pook 33, Pan,e 12"). ~hri ver so 1 d the n 1 ace about a 
year later, 011 ~!over'l~er ?7, 1867 l:lut this tif'le 0ot 1".l7?t:: for it, 1 !'1ich 
ouqht to fairlv definit~lv establisri the house's date. f-le sold it to narv 
E. Cookson (15/ni::). 'lary E. Cookson suffered matrimonial chanaes and 
1'fas knO\•n as "''arv E. Saile" 1J!h.en she sold the lot 4n vears later to 
C11arles n. coutz for i:-?_25" on ~~arch?", l°"l (0?/381=').· The olace c:;tayed 
in the Foutz family, from Charles ri. Sr., to Cliarles 0 •• Jr. (throuqh stra\·' 
deeds 133/4~7, 113/4"2, ?37/481, 337/543, 137/S45) until (harles Foutz 
Jr. sold t"'le nlace to P~illiP ~. Mercer on July 31, 1~~4 (37f/7~~). Dr. 
'~ercer has continued to ovrn tlie nrorert.v, having sold it to an oraanization 
he is nart of, the buildino's ['lresent owner, '1edical Profession Service, 
on t\uqust 1, 1071 (40?_17ns). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beino all of lot l of Isaac Shriver's J\.ddition to the City of 
Hestminster, as shown on an 1877 nlat of the City. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Chri stooher l·/P.eks, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Westminster Historical Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

c/o City Hall - Public \·forks [lenartment 
CITY OR TOWN 

~·lestmi nster 

l\nril 
DATE 

TELEPHONE 
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Marvl and 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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second floor, and under the norch, hv a ~-oanel entrance door which rests 
'·'ithi n a nl ass entrance f)ooth. The fl at roof of t'1i <: section is enlivened 
on the sections visible from ''ain Street by a '-nart modillioned entablature 
whicli is sunnorted bv hone-shal"ed brackets; t~e hrackets, ~·1hich alternate 
witl-i the \dndm1s, have two strino courses runnina ~etween them, one at their 
tons just below the modillions, and one at their hases. The three havs on 
the west facade of this section all consist of F/F windows fF evenlv snaced 
on t\'!O floors). Tliis section has also underqone chanqes, a 1-bay, 1-storv 
addition was built to the north (3 l/l i·iindows) and a t\'!o-storv, two-bav 
section to the north of it (those 4 wind01·1s are also 1/1 ). Both extensions 
kent the fl at roof motif of no. 1 sn. The bro bui l di nas with th Pi r manv 
clapboard additions are n0\'1 shal")ed like a L'. fi double fliaht of wooden stens 
leads across the north facade of no. l4R to a centrallv nlaced 4-nanel door 
in the center of the north facade within the U. The east facade of no. lsn•s 
final extension has two ~/F windows nn its second floor. Several outbuildinns 
(gara9es and barns) remain to the north of the buildinq at the end of the lot 
These buildinas 31")1")ear to be fairly recent in oriain, nrohahlv datina from 
around the turn of this centurv, and are now covered in hrick-colored asbestos 
shinole. The intorior of the buildina has hePn remodeled to fit tre needs of 
a modern medical nractice. 
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