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B. F. CPOAU'SE HNI'SE

152 West Main Street

This is one of the manv houses of Westminster's Yest End huilt
hv, or at least associated with, the Crouse familv. The house is an interest-
ina combination of reaqularity and chaos: its orincinal facade is a full 3
stories tall and 3 bavs wide, and its hasic shane is a standard L. Yet some-
time in the late-Victorian era a large hav windowed section vas stuck in the
onen snace of the L afvina the annearance of a shin run aground. Further,
and nerhans more interesting, is the bowed railinn of the norch that enwraps
the southeast corner of the house, a railing that resembles a rih cace, and
then makes marvelous liaght-shade, snlid-void rhvthms as one walks bv it and
hv the white aluminum siding covered house.
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—NO —MILITARY __OTHER
EJ OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Gene Harlow Barre Telephone #:
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EILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ) _
iber #: 4ro
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
_XEXCELLENT __DETERIORATED _‘J NALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD _RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
_—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Number 152 West Main Street is located on the north side of that
thoroughfare (St. Route 32) about AN* west of its intersection with
Marvland Avenue in Westminster. Although the house is of extremely
irreqular nlan, twvo of its facades are fairly calm. These facades con-
sist of the visible sections of 2 nerpendicular pieces of the house.

The front sectjon is a 3-storv, 3-“av sinale pile; the other is

similar, but is 3 bavs lona, not wide. The entrance facade of the
principal section consists of a western around story entrance door (half
two-naneled wood, half qlass below a smaller rectanaular transom, and
within an enframement consisting of smooth nilasters, a two-nart denti-
culated entablature, and extremely elaboratelv scrolled pelleted brackets).
There are 8 double-hung sash 2/? windows on this facade (2 on the around
floor, 3 each on the other stories). Windows have white wooden sills, and
are simnly enframed hetween their black louvered shutters. The section is
sheathed in vhite aluminum siding, and is tonned bv a simple denticulated
cornice, vhich is sunnorted by pairs of scroll brackets which are nlaced
alternately with the windows. The cornice extends about ?' around the
corner of the west facade (which is blind except for a small two-light
attic window within the gable) and across the entire section's east facade
This facade is also blind, but has “cornice" trim all around the aable
creating a pediment below a central inside brick chimmey. Besides the
pedimented gable, the east facade is further enlivened by a porch in the
snace created by the wall of the east facade and the nrotrudina bay of the
rear section. The flat roof of the norch is supnorted by turned columns
vhich have a rov of spindels strunoc between them. More interestina is

the bowed railina, a railing that resembles a rib cage, and that makes
marvelous liaht-shade, solid-void rhythms as one walks by it.

The oriainal sectijon of the north piece of the huilding has three
-2/2 windows on both floors of its west facade, and four 2/2 indows in
the northern half of its east facade's uponer floor. The southern half
of the east facade has another aable-roofed section stuck nerpendicularlv
over it, aivina the buildina an apnearance consistina of two narallel
houses. This section extends a few feet further east of the Main Street
section; this protuberance has one 2/2 window on its second floor (above
the already discussed norch) and a half-wood and half-glass door leading
to the porch. The east front of the extension has a two-story, 3-sided
bay window across its entirety: A windows on this bhay window are all 2/2
paned, and have similar enframements to the other windows on the building
hut are lacking shutters. The aable of the section is blind and has very
simnle eaves. The north front of the buildina, of the oriainal extension
across the rest of the facade. This mav have once been a two-tier porch,
(the ground floor still is a porch) but the second floor now has three
2/2 windows evenly spaced across it.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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B} SIGNIFICANCE

'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —.COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 _—_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC . CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _._ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 _-v'\ARCHITECTUHE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING —MUusSIC —THEATER
;Y;1800-1899 —~.COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY _—TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This is one of the manv Yest End houses built by, or at least
associated with, the Crouse family, and, like the others, its nrimary
significance is architectural. Mlthouah the house is basicallv comnosed
of the usual two, pernendicular, cahled-roof sections, there are a
varjetyv of variations about the nlace. Althouah the bav-windovied section
may qive the anpearance of a ship run aground, it aives an undeniable
interest to the east facade of the wall, and to the overall floor nlan.
Also notable is the east facade's pedimented gable; most aables have
ornamentation along the roof line, but few in Westminster comnlete the
trianole. But for all this, undoubtedly the house's main attraction
is its southeastern porch. The relationshin between straight and curved
lines is a delicate one in the Citv, curves being rare and normallv con-
sisting of bowed fronts of whole tuildinas (such as the row 110-1104-121
West Main Street), and a senarate, unnecessarv curve, such as this norch,
is a raritv. 'loreover, the curve is double, in that the porch itself is
rounded, and the "rihb-cage” ballisters have bowed bases. These hends are
nleasant in themselves, and also form agreeahle introduction to the bowed
front of the building's neighbor, 148-150 Yest Main Street.

Ira Crouse acauired two adjacent lots in the City: one from David
Geiman for 3300 on Abril 37, 1844 (Carroll County Deed Book 3, Page 270)
and another, our nronertv, from Thomas Shepard on March 28, 1853 for
5357 (15/35). His heirs sold both lots to Benjamin F. Crouse, another
heir, for S47N" on May 12, 1838 (F8/15); the house left the familv on
Columbus Day 1911 when Ira E. Crouse sold to David M. Youna for $£327n
(120/223). VYouna then sold to Richard R. Harlow and his wife, Naivette,
on September 20, 1030 (154/391). Pichard died on April 25, 1962, and
his widow sold to the present owner, G. Harlow Rarre, on Mav 2n, 107N,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

) Being all of 1ot no. 2 of B. S. Piaman's Addition to the City of
Westminster as shown on an 1877 plat of the City.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Christonher Weeks, Consultant April
ORGANIZATION DATE
Westminster Historical Sites Survey
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
c/o City Hall - Public Works Department
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Westminster Marvland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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