
1 7" 1Aes t r1 a in StrPet 

The rather unwieldv vellow clanhoard bulk of this c. 187"' 
hou5e faces the north sidP. of !·lest 'lain StrP.et about lS"' feet east of 
that street's intersection with Union StrPPt in '~stMinster. Tn its 
~asics, the huildina is ordinarv; it consists of two 3-bav bv ?-hay 
nernendicular sections ~1hich tonethPr rest on hiah fieldstone found~tions 
belm" unnaint~d tin roofs. '4indo•·1 nlacerir:>nt is reqular, as •·•ould, in 
fact, the en ti re bui l di na he, 1·1Pre it not for tlie raise hi nned roof 
90rch whic~ surround the ~uildinn to the southeast. The norch is sun~orted 
by turned columns which have slPndPr halustrades, and rows and rows of 
delicate soindels. 
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HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
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172 West Main Street (MD 32) 
CITY. TOWN 

Westminster VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 
DcLAsSIFI cA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC J{ocCUPIED 

XBUILDING!Si X_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS JCYES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

P~ter M. Tobatsko 
STREET & NUMBER 

172 West Main Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Hes tmi ns ter _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Carroll County Office Buildinq 
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CITY. TOWN 

~!estminster 
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

7 
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Carroll 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA;lK 

_EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESiDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPCR"'."llTION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 
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Maryland 21157 
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Maryland 
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CITY, TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

LGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X-_u NALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

l-ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The rather unwieldv vellov1 claoboard bulk of no. 172 \~est 
'4a in Street faces the north si.de of that street about 15()' east of 
that street's intersection with Union Street in ':/estminster. The 
buildinq consists of t~~ three-bav-bv-two-bav Perpendicular sections 
which toqether rest on a hiqh fieldstone foundation below unnainted 
tin roofs. The main entrance, tlie central qround storv bay, is a 
four-nanel wooden door aooroached by a sinqle fli'lht of wooden steos. 
It, and the douhle-huno sash 1/1 wind0\'1 above it, -are flanked by a 
1/1 windm1 to the east and a 2-storv, 3-sided, flat-roofed bay 1·1indow 
to the west. Each olan of the bay window ha$ a single 1/1 window. 
Halfway across the south facade, and extendinq across the entire east 
facade of this orincipal section, is a raised norch. covered by a 
hinoed tin roof. The norch is suooorted by several turned columns 
wh~ch have slender turned balustrads. Brackets flank the too of each 
column, and helo suooort the row of snindels which runs just under the 
porch's roof. The oorch shelters, on the east, a 3-naned alass and 
half wood door, located to the south of the qround facade, and a 1/1 
window . .'I. single flight of wooden stens leads to that eastern door. 
The porch's two 1/1 windows are aligned with ground floor bays, and 
two small four-light windows light the attic, flanking the inside 
corbel-caoped chimney which rises at the roof's oeak. ri curious 
dichotomy" exists within the huilding--all windows to the north and 
east have green wooden louvered shutters, but those to the north and 
west do not. The two shutterless windows on the main section's west 
facade are 1/1 oaned; attic windows and chimnev olacement here are 
identical to that on the east. The ell-makinq north section has three 
1/1 windows to the west on the second floor, and one to the north of 
that facade on the qround floor; two bays of that facade are taken up 
by a three-sided square, hipned-roof bay window which has elonaated 1/1 
windows on its sides: one each to the north and south, and two to the 
west. The north facade of this extension has four reoularly-nlaced 
(2 ner floor) f./f windows. 0 robablv, originally, the east facade was 
sheltered bv a continuation, on the around floor, of the main section's 
oorch. This has been filled in (the roof's slope is the same as the 
norch's) and now three 1/1 shuttered windows are on each floor of this 
section. a small corbel-canoed chimney rests inside this section, a 
few feet to the east of the gable, and a few feet back of the north wall. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

'ERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_x 1 800- 1 899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

__ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

__AGRICULTURI; 

LRCHITECTURE 

_ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORA TIONISETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 187"1 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The main sianificance of no. 172 West Main Street is in the 
various devices it emolovs to counterbalance the riqht-anqular imoression 
"1ain Street, (east and west) gives in Westminster. -This is a struaqle 
many other buildinqs enter into, but few emnl oy more than one weaoon. 
HowP.ver, no. 172 combines two favorite counterbalancinq agents: the 
curved oorch, and the hay (or bowed) window. But for the use of such 
orons, ~1ain Street in llestminster would be very canyon-lil<e, but these 
devices, when combined with an occasional recessP.d facade, serve to 
create a certain relievina rhvthm. neorived of its oorch and its 2-
storv bay window, no. l7i1.,ou.ld he an ordinary (not to i:;av nlain) building; 
with thesP, it acquires a certain imoortance. 

On Sentember 20, l36n Jacob Mering sold a 52' x 181' oarcel 
to '~alinda Koontz for $245 (Carroll County Deed Book 273/17); this is our 
l")rooerty. '.-ls. Koontz ran into legal difficulties, and Andrei..1 lJ. ~1alehorn, 
a orominent local attorney, sold the ~lace to Joseph Bollinger for S2135 
on ll.oril 3, 1876 (47/111')), thus oretty well establishing a loose date for 
the oroperty. Bollinaer sold the house to his daughter, Harriet gollinqer, 
on nctober ia, 18~4 (70/4~1). She died ahd F. M. Parke her attornev, sold 
to Uriah Bixler on !='ebruar.v 4, lqlf) (128/3'l2). Bixler's executor, Edward 
C. Bixler, sold to George/\. Early for 11;5ri0n on the Ides of December, 1928 
(153/lSR). Various straw deeds and other odd transactions (285/47~, 
?.RS/472, 4ll3/F) vested title in f-lelen F. Ruby. 1"1rs. Duby sold, on llanuary 
11, 1°69, to Carolyn Ruby Tliacker who sold to t'1e nresent owner on Ma'./ 14, 
lq7h. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beinq all of lot no. 7 of Isaac Shriver·s Addition to the 
Cit.v of Westminster. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Christopher !•leeks, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

STREET & NUMBER 
l:Jestminster Hi stnrj cal Sites Survey 

c/o City Hall - Public Works Department 
CITY OR TOWN 

\t!estminster 

Opri] 
DATE 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Marvland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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