
HUGH DAILEY H~1 ~E 

17f l·Jest '1ain Street 

This recently restored red brick house faces the north side 
of LJest ~~ain Street about l')I)' east of that street's intersection with 
Union Street in Westminster. It, and the Pinehart-!•lantz House across 
the street (17" \.Jest rlain Street), may be the auintessential late-Victorian 
domestic buildinos in the City. This house consists of two qable-roo~ed 
perpendicular sections, each measurinq 3-bays-hv-2-bays, and each beina 
two stories (plus an attic) tall. However, the success of this facade, 
and of the house in aeneral, is perhaos, more denendent on trim than on 
essential forms. The nrincioal facade is crowned b.v a very tall, molded, 
white, wooden cornice which has nairs of rnodillion-size brackets nlaced 
alternatelv ~ith th~ windows, and rows of dPntils struna between these 
!)rackets; hut the whole cornicP exists not for these decorations on its 
underside, hut for its heioht and its stark whiteness. 1!ind01·1s on this 
facade are decorated with white louvered shutters, white wooden sills and 
tall, sliahtlv-flared, bracketed cornices. The four-nanel 'fictorian around 
floor door onens onto a broad brick porch; its hinned roof and thick, nlain, 
\· 1rite cornice are sunnorted I-iv eoually thick, brick oosts; hrick is also 
used in th~ norch's foundation, and in creatino a solid railina. The norc~ 
s1·•inqs around and also shades the '1uildina's east wall, V!hicli is blind hut 
for t\.' 10, four-liaht, attic 1·1indo•:1s located in thP aable. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The red brick house of Huqh Dailey faces the north side of 
\-lest Main Street (St. Route 32) about ln0 feet east of that street's 
intersection \•lith Union Street in Hestminster. It, and the Pinehart­
~!antz House across the street (no. 170 \·!est Main Street) may be the 
quintessential late-Victorian domestic buildings in Westminster. The 
l')ailev house consists of two, gable-roofed, oeroendicular sections, 
each measurino tfiree bavs by two hays, and each beinci two stories (olus 
an attic) tall. The sections sit on low fieldstone foundations, and below 
tin roofs. 

The south (nrincioal) facade consists of 5 double-huno, six 
over six windows and an eastern ground floor door. All bavs are aliqned. 
This is the facade reduced to basics. However, the success of this facade, 
and of the house in oeneral, is, oerhans, more deoendant on trim than on 
essential forns. The facade is crowned bv a verv tall, molded, white 
wooden cornice Hliich has oairs of brackPts (more- the size of modillions) 
nlaced alternately with the windows, and rows of dentils strunq between 
these brackP.ts: but the cornice exists not for these decorations on its 
underside, hut for its 1eiqht and its stark whiteness. ~ 1indows on this 
facade are decoratPd tw white louvered shutters, i1hite wooden si 11 s, and 
tall, sliqhtly-flared bracketed cornices. (All this ornamentation is also 
oainted white.) The door is a four-nanel ttictorian door (its uoner oanels 
are taller and have rounded arches at their taos) surrounded by two-linht 
sideliohts and a t\'t0-liq'1t transom, all of l'lhich is recessed a few inches 
he hind., broad smooth oil ast~rs. The door opens onto a broad brick oorc"1, 
whose hiooed roof an~ t~ick, olain white cornice are suonorted by eaually 
thick brick oosts; rrick is also used in thP oorch's foundation, and to 
create the solid railing (a railinq which is given some interest hv having 
centra 11 v recessed oane ls of brick). The Porch S\'Ii nqs around and al so 
shades the buildirla's east wall, which is blind but for two 4-liaht attic 
windows located in the gable. 

The rear section of the buildinq is as broad as the front section, 
creatinq a rectanaular, not an L, floor olan. The front third of the addition 
is full I/ recessed fonni no a two-story recessed oorch, which is aoproached 
by simnle doors. This rear east facade has two f:i/F- windov1s above a four­
nanel door and a northern f/6 window. The door has some of the liqht 
enrichment of the south facade's bays, but the windows only have white 
wooden sills and three course gauged flat arches. The west facade of the 
'-~ain Street section has r-1~ 1::indo\'1S olaced towards the front of the facade 
(one oer floor); like the windows on the other 1 ess imoortant facades these, 
too, are less elaborately treated, havinq white \·1ooden sills and three 
course nauqed flat arches, althouqh the around floor window does have white 
louvered shutters. l\ pair of 4-lioht attic \tdndows matches the nair found 
on the east facade. ~ corbel-canned inside chimney rises at the west 
facade's qa~le end, at thP roof's neak. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

It was stated in question 7 that this may well be a "quint­
essential late-Victorian Westminster House". It continued the then -
centur,v-o 1 d - two-sectioned form, w~s built t'1e requisite three-bay 
i:!idth, and has the fairly standard rear two-story recessed oorch. 
r,,,oreover, the firmness of the orincioal facade's trim makes the house 
strikinq: its thick, rich, roof cornice, as well as the trim of the 
6/F. windo1•.1s. Even the use of 6/6 windows, rather than 1/1 or 2/2, is 
imoortant here in that it adds just a little more whiteness - in mullions 
and transoms - and movement to a facade that desires both. Simoly nut, 
the house is a gem. Also interestinq, is the relationshio it creates 
with the Rinehart-Wantz house across the street (o.v.). lls no. 176 is one 
of the finest small late-Victorian houses in the Citv, so no. 170 is one 
of the finest laroe traditional houses. But their relationshio aoes 
bevond this: they share the same brick, white trim color scheme, they share 
the same wooden decoration, and they both use oorches well. The oorch, 
here at no. 176, works on several levels - of course it orovides shade 
and a sittinq olace, but it also, extending as it does to the east, serves 
other functions as we 11 : it extends that l enqth the house would, have if 
the house had been built, five, not three, bays wide. 

Isaac Shriver, who laid out a larqe tract of land in the west 
end of Westminster, sold a three acre olus parcel to Jacob Mearina on March 
8, 1843 for $468.75 (Carroll Countv Deed Book JS?, Paqe 138). Mearinq's 
executors, Christian Royer and Emanuel Koontz, sold a oart of this three 
acre tract to Jacob Morelock on Seotember 31"'!, 18F.7; the tract measured 
111' on West ~_,ain Street, and was sold for s4nn (35/ln7). Four vears later, 
''orelock sold the same niP.ce to Huqh Dailey who orobably built the existino 
house (40/217, dated September 23, 1871). The house shows 11n on the 1877 
11lat of the City, and ~ailey is listed as livinq there in the 1887 Citv 
::iirectory. He reserved a life estate in the house when he sold tt'le nlace 
to John W. ~ailey on nctoher 11, 18q~ for &?snn (75/3~7). ~ailey suffered 
a loss when he sold the Dlace to William G. Rinehart - \·:ho lived at and 
built no. 170 t,!est tiain Street - on r'.arc'1 31, 1M3 for \15nn (07/268), hut 
0 inehart made a orofit when he sold the nlace a year later on Aoril 4, 1~~4 
to Leander Gladhill for ~~150 (lQn/22). The house stayed in the Gladhill 
family until June 3n, 1"27, when Anoie B. ~ladhill sold to Etta B. Stewart 
(?nl/31); Etta's marital status changed, as she •:•as later vno\</n as Etta 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Consisting of 8,148~ square feet, and beinq narts of lot P 
and o of Isaac Shriver's .ll.ddition to the City of \.!estminster, as sliown 
on an 1877 plat of the City. 
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\<!estmi nster Hi stori ca 1 Sites Survev 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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s. Youna, and her executor, Farl ~. Youna, solo tre olace for ~1n,n~n, after 
!'ier deatli, to r1iarl es n. Younq on .lanuarv 1", 1 l'"lc:~ ( ll1?/F37). You no is the 
house's rresent o•·•nrr. 
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