
19" West Main StrPPt 

It is often stated that 1~estminster·s buildinos consist of t\'m 
sections: no. l~" '·lest r1ain Street doPS not only consist of two sections, 
but that address has served two senarate buildings, built with the same 
hricks, a truP case of recvcl ing. In l8S3 the School CofllTlissioners of 
the r:ity bouqht this lot with a clause in t'1e deed stating that they 
were to erect a school for the benefit of t'1e citizens o~ the West End of 
the City, and they did. However, in lR~Pi, Hilliam Rinehart bought the 
huilding and lot, tore down thE' most of thP old schoolhouse, and built the 
oresent structure as residence for his daughter, Caroline, and her husband, 
James Pearre Wantz, Sr. The resulting buildino was fashionable for that 
time, consistinq of two neroendicular sections creatino a small T, the oahle 
end of one section beino exoosed to the street. 1--'owever, the tril"l of the 
buildinq, delicate norch molding, the fine woodwork on the two-story ba.v 
window, and the almost unheard of attic lancPt window, senarate this house 
from its contemooraries. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

It is often stated that L!estminster's buildinos consist of 
t\·!o sections: here, however, that is even more true. The ori qi na 1 
oart of the place consisted of two, sinqle-oile, 3-bay, gable-roofed 
sections which were nernendicular to each other, in the usual manner. 
This was built as a schoolhouse, and, still remainina, are tl (2 ner 
floor), F/S, double-hun(l sash 1:.rinr:lows v1ith 1·1hite \·.•ooden sills on th~ 
north of the ~est facade, and a small 4-light attic window in the aable 
of that facade. However, in rnsr the buildinn nassPd out of the hands 
of the School Commissioners and into thP hands of "1illia111 G. 0 in13hart, 
v11-io huilt the Pinehart-l!antz House across thP street. Dinehart created 
the buildina we see today, after, accordino to his arandson, J. Pearre 
\!antz, .1r. tearing dm·.rn most of the fabric and re-usino the bricks. He 
put a in• square two-storv, gable-roofed section across half nf the 
huildinq's sout!-i ('"lrincinal) facadfl and a t•·m-story norch across the rest. 
The qa~le-roofed section he covered •·dth a t\·•o-storv, 3-sided bav \· 1indo111: 
the south wi ndo•·• on each story is la raer an "'la borate, t1·.'o-nart-, denti
cul ated, bracketed enta~lature senarates the two stories. ~urther, the 
entablature runs about the nedimental end of the oable, surroundino the 
1/1 lancet window in tlie oable's center, and runs across the roof of the 
norch. The norch is supoorted bv simnle square oosts, hut the bannisters 
of th~ oorch consist of sma 11 \'.'Ooden turned columns. The :-iorch is aooroacher.! 
from the ground floor by a wooden rnan.v-oaneled Victorian door, and on the 
second story by a set of French Doors, wr. i c'1 a re flanked by h lack louvered 
shutters as are all •.·dndm·1s of the ~av windm·1. TrGse hlack shutters create, 
with the orey flemish bond brick of the 1·1all and the 1·:hite of the 1o1ooden 
trim a very eleqant chromatic annearance. The orioinal floor rlan of the 
old schoolhouse is an L-shaoe. T~e L extension t•Jas to the 1·.'est, and its 
north facade has since hePn covered over in claoboard; the clan~oard shed
roof addition 'l;:is one ? /2 i· 1i ndm·1 on the second floor of its facade, a 
f./E 1·tindo\'' to t1:e east of its north facade, a e;-panel door to the \·Jest 
of its north facade (annroachPd by a sinnle flinht of wooden stens risinq 
from the east) and 2 t1·Jin \·1indm·1s belm·1 the door on t~e around floor. The 
north facade o~ the oriqinal section has one 2/2 winrlow reaularly ali0nPd 
oer floor. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Rinehart 

Adapted use is quite the rage nowadays: ma~azines and other 
oeriodi cal s are filled with articles on changi nq houses to doctors' 
offices, to hoarding schools, etc. 18" West r'ain Street shm·1s that 
such ideas are not ne1 .. •, and, nerhaps more interestinq, that buildings 
huilt for oublic use, i.e. schools, have been (or, at least, have had 
their bricks) adaoted for orivate use. On August l~, 1853, Jacob 
r~arino sold a 32 foot wide nart of lot 11 of Isaac Shriver's J!.ddition 
to t~e Trustees for ~chool 9istrict No. 5, which was kno··~ as the 
"'"':-1~r '· 1est1·~i nster District (The trustees •·:ere> l='ranci s <::hri ver, ·1oseri'1 
Shaf+er, 3.'ld ·~os\.iua y;nql inq.) These rientlemen naid <!'.S5 f'or t'1e "iPc0 

•Tor the express nur'."lose of erectino a nrimary school thereon for t'1e 
use and bE>nefit of the inhabitants of the a':iove-d~scribed school district.'; 
(Carroll County .:eed eook 15, Page 3BS.) They accomolished this task ':iy 
"uildina the scf~ool, for the 1377 olat of the Cit_v shows a ~:·uilding recessed 
from the street on 3 oart of lot n and labelled "School", one of the first 
in the Citv. nn ···.uoust 1, 1888, the School r:ornmissioners of Carroll County 
sold the lot to Hilliam r.. Pinehart Hho lived at tliat time in his own, much 
laroer, house (the !'line'iart-l,Jantz Hous~) across the street. ~inehart oaid 
'175 for "the ''est End School" (f8/~115). r->inehart's aonarent willinoness 
to snend monev on buildinqs, the dates involved, t'11'.' style of the additions 
to t'1° school lot huildinq, as \'1ell as his arandson's testimon 11, confirm 
that it \•!as he 1-·•ho added the front section to the :uildino and, in oeneral, 
'aussied" the '."'lace un a !:-it. 11,fter all, it was to 1-;e lived in 1-,,, his 
dauqht~r, her hus~and, and their childr~n. The cornicPs of the 11uildina, 
esneci:illv those of the tl·•o-story betv 1'indow, are suner!), as is the norch, 
as is t'1e qahle-lanced ~·dndo'" {a raritv in the Citv). nther forms note 
the fact that manv late-Victorians built new hou~es hv adantino the local 
buildina nat~~rn to fit their desires, here is an examnle of how one such 
man took an older buildina and made it uo-to-date and, at lea~t, in ris 
eves, eleqant. Dine1art's dauqhter, Caroline, married the son of Charles 
"· l·/ant7-, -c1af'1es Pearre ''antz, and, unon the deatli of Rinehart and v:ife, 
family s~uahhlinn hroke out over the lot, resultina in an enuitv case in 
1-1hic'1 ·1ames Pearre l·'antz 1·•as annointed trustee, ''antz sold the buildinri 
(h~ had moved across the street to the Bia uouse) for ~~25" to Carl r. 
T\·•iaa on ''arc'l 2g, ln25 (145/l?n). l'\n 1anuary ~8, 1Q4.3, T1·1iaa sold the 
place, callina it lP.I"\ ~·lest l~ain Street to !-!arrv 'A· Young (l0.0/33'1) "!ho sold 
to Elsie Y •• ,eledin a~d '.'.aln': Youna (his childr~n?) on llnril 17, 1')67 
( 11 1°/t'l.51'1). ~AelPdin and Youna then transferred title to claso11 c. Bovren and 
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lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

!3eino the ,·!estern 32' of lot no. 0 of Isaac Shriver's addition 
to the City of \.Jestminster as sl~o,·m on a ol at of the City dated l ~77. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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CARR-461 

riatrici<i S. flo11•en on ~uoust 11, 1"7' (510/51'1'~ 0atricia 8m1en then sold to 
,lason this, and several othnr lots, nn March l~, in 7 f ("11/F31). Powen is 
thP buildinn'c; 11resent n\mer. 
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