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l~'.' ,·!est '~ain Stre<>t 

Bui 1 t a~out l 8L'l", the na le areen Vleatherboarded house of ,101-in 
Honoe is one of tlie oldest buildinqs in Westminster's West End. The L­
shaned buildinq has a neculiar fenestration nattern: four, double-huna 
sash, 5/~ windows on the qround floor, surroundinq a central door, and 
three C,/fi windows on the second floor. nnP. of l·'estminster's most salient 
features is its t-.uil di nos' fondness for svmMetrv; nearl v everv hui 1 di no 
in the Citv contains either 1 or 5 havs. · T'1e Honne House, however, ner­
haos because o~ indecision, oerhaos to be wittv, has both 1 and 5 hays. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The pale green, weatherboarded huilding no. 182 Hest ~~ain Street 
faces the north side of that street (St. Route 3?) about 4~' east of its 
intersection with '-'nion Street in Westminster. The L-shaped buildinq 
rests between a low uncoursed fieldstone foundation and black tin oable 
roof. The south {orincioal) facade has a central half-qlass (4 nanes) 
half-wood (2 vertical nanels) centrallv nlaced entrance door. The door 
is flanked ~v olain oilasters and is toooed bv a two-oart entablature. 
Four double-hung sash windo\<!S (2 oer side) ar·e also on this around floor. 
Windows are simoly enframed, have wooden sills oainted the same green as 
the weatherboardino and flanked bv black louvered shutters, and stonn 
windows. The second story has 3 6/fi windows on this facade, 1:hich are 
similarly treated to t~ose below, excent that thev haVP white aluminum 
shed-roofed awni nqs. The entrance door is anoroached hy twin fl i oh ts 
of ste'1s which lead, rising as they do one from the ~ast and one from 
the west, to a small olatfonn 1·1hich is seoarated from the street bv a 
simoly-railed balcony. Tv:o inside end flat-roofP.d chimneys nlaced- at 
the east and west extremes at thP roof's edoe add a sense of syITTTietry to 
this facade. Second-story windows are olaced in a regular manner, the 
centra 1 over the around floor door, and the side ones even 1 y soaced 
between the t\'!O qround floor 1 eft or ri oht windows. The 1·1es t facade is 
flush with its n~iohbor, 184 West ~ain ~treet; the east facade is blind 
exceot for a small-four-liqht attic window olaced just to the south of 
the chimney. The north facade of this ~~ain Street section is, curiously, 
also void of vlindm-.is, exceot for a 6/f. 1-·Jindow nlaced to the east of the 
second story. The aable-roofed section, \·1hich is nernendicular to this 
Main Street section and 1>1hich makes the buildino L shape, is also of 
green wood, and has a 6-oanel door to the west aoproached by a sinqle 
steen flioht of wooden stens rising from the east, with a ?J2 \'!indow to 
the east of the door on the second storv. 
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Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

0 ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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SPECIFIC DATES c. 184() BUILDER/ARCHITECT John Henry Hoone 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Number 182 \'lest ·~ai n Street fi qures heavily in thP 
architectural history of l·Jestminster. It has earlier been noted 
that most of the Citv's old wood frame buildinos are located 
in the City's \r/est End; this is a frame buildino located in the 
City's West End that is, arquablv, the oldest. Besides heinq 
valued for its hoariness, no. 1B2 is also of interest from a 
desiqn standooint. It has also frequently been stated that the 
Citv has a fondness for symmetrical buildings of three or five 
bays in width. Numher 182, is a symmetrical building of both 
3 and 5 bays in width, havina 3 on t'1e second and 5 on the around 
floor. !•lhether this witty facade is accidental , or whether its 
builder ourooselv decided to use in combination both of the City's 
favorite facades, (olacino both en::lsaqainst the middle) is unknown. 

It seems orobable that this huilder was John Henry Hoooe, 
a prominent surveyor: most of the early deeds contain metes and 
bounds descriotions followin9 Hoooe's surveys, as well as somethinq 
of a land sneculator: he added six lots to the City ahout halfway 
uo Pennsylvania Avenue, due north of here. Honpe bouaht a 05• x 
181' oarcel of land from Isaac Shriver who had laid out this whole 
section; the lot filled the area between the lot no. 9 and Union 
Street. Honoe oaid ~10" for it on June 1, 183° (Carroll County Deed 
Book ~M3, Paae 436). Five vears later, May 15, 1843, Honne and others 
sold thP same lot for ~F6n to Joshua Smith. The lot was then said 
to border lot o, a new street (Union Street) and Taneytown turnoike, 
and included tr.e "house" located thereon, which in all protiahilitv is 
no. 182. (~'umber rnn, the schoolhouse, can be dated soecifically .. at 
a later time, and the othf>r huildino on the lot, no. 184, is certainlv 
of a much later apoearance.) Joshua Smith died and his heirs fouaht -
an equitv suit over his orooerty, resultinq in !·!illiam ~ .. ~kKellin 
beino aopointed trustee to sell the land, which he did to Grove A. 
Shipley for ~an3 on June lO, 1873 (42/521). Shinley sold our 13' 
niece from the larger tract to Carrie B. Rinehart on November ?.8, 1006 
for ~110n (lnS/108). ~'rs. Oinehart died (the qinehart familv is 
connected with other houses in the area, notablv 180 i.Jest ~ 1ain Street 
and 17° Lfest r~ain Street). In 1022, her daughter, Lillian R. r~yers, 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beino a 33' wide Piece of land just to the ~est of lot no. q 
as shown on a olat of Isaac Shriver's Addition to Westminster as 
shown on an 1877 olat of that City. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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CARR-462 

sold this lot to Deverdv N. Snaider on nctoher 17, 1°24 (144/3?0 ). 

~·arv Snaid~r nartin and her hushand, Gilbertv, sold thP lot and house 
to its nresent owner on Februarv 5, in~s (185/0l). 


