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184 Ylest Main Street

Although the oriainal huildina on this site was a small, 3-bav,
L-shanead, nile, 184 Mest Main Street now consists of a larae, 3-story, 5-
hav box. The arnund floor of this buildina has alwavs heen used for commercial
nurnosas, and the second and third stories have heen used as apnartments.
This multi-use, multi-familv nature of the building is sianificant in view
of its date, c. 1897, as it renresents symbolicallv and actually, the closina
un of "ain Street in Yestminster. The Citv had heen, for most of its history
a one-street town, with sinale-familv dwellinas alternatina with nrofessional
buildings and strictlv commercial structures un and down its lenath, and with
few, if anv, streets narallel with it. Bv the end of the 1°th centurv, hov-
ever, the street has nrettv much been filled and space was at a nremium: as
number 182 would indicate. After this time, the town wnuld arow, not hv
expandina alona Main Street {expransion to the west had heen halted as the
street now ran un acainst land ovmed hv “estern YMarviand College hv the Pejf-
snider family), but further exnansion would have to take nlace bv annexina
land to the north and the south.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The deen red 7 course common hond hrick walls of number 134
West Main Street face the north side of that street on the east corner
of its intersection with !!nion Street in Westminster. The oriainal
building was probahly a small L-shaped one: it is now a huge three-
storv, shed-roofed cube which rests on a Tow coursed fieldstone foundation.

There are two entrance doors on the south {nrincinal) facade.
The main door is the central bay. It is now a glass and aluminum storm
door, but has retained its oriainal flankina nilasters, elinitical transom
and scroll-hracketed cornice. The door sits above a flight of 3 brick
stens. The other door is much more simnly enframed, and consists of a
twelve-1iaoht alass and wood door which sits behind a alass and aluminum
storm door and above two stens. Between these two doors, a three-sided,
alass. bay window nrojects, which may have been once used as a store dis-
play window. The glass sides sit above a three foot tall common bond brick
base and below a tin hinped roof with narrow white wooden cornice. To the
east of the ground floor central door are two evenly spaced double-hung sash
vindows. These windows are all two-over-tvo naned, have white wooden sills
and three course gauged flat arches. The ten other windows in the facade are
also double-hung sash and have similar trim hut their naning is neatlv
different: the six in the eastern three-fifths of the building (three ver
floor) have 2/2 nanes, while the four to the west (two ner floor) have 1/1
nanes. Above all this, the wall is surmounted by a modillion cornice which
is supoborted bv scroll brackets nlaced alternately with the windows: there
is the expected strina connectina course at the bases of the brackets; and
a carved nlaque between string course and cornice.

The east wall of the buildina is flush with its neiahhor, 182
West Main Street. The west wall presents tvo shed-roofed sections. The
more southerly section is a full storv taller and has randomlv placed
windows: one 2/2 window to the south on the ground floor and a 2/2 window
in the center of the second floor. 7 wooden hinned-roof norch shelters
an 2-nanel door nlaced to the north on the ground floor. 2n iron fire
escane leads its single flight of stens un from the south to a glass and
aluminum stormddoor which is around the corner on the north facade of the
huilding. (The other section of the west facade is blind.) There are
three 2/? windows to the east of that third-storv storm door. The 2-story
northern addition is covered in white aluminum sidina and has three 2/2
windows randomlv placed on its second story.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Number 184 Yest !Main Street is significant in Westminster's
architectural and social historv, as it reveals the growth nressure
felt by prominent citizens of the late 19th century and how thev resnonded

to it.

as needed in its linear fashion.

The ity had alwavs arown westward along “ain Street annexina land
Pv the time this lot of Isaac Shriver's

Addition was readv to be built on, lots had annarentlv hecome too valuable
on Main Street to be used for sinale-family nlain residences (arand families,
hovever, such as the Rinehart-''antz qroup across the street, could afford

the higher land nrices).

Thus we see some lots in this part of town in

this era develoning into row houses (see, for examnle, 119-117%-171 Yest
“ain Street), but this buildina is uncquestionablv the first, and one of

the few, true apartment houses in the Citv,

It was never intended to be

Tived in by a single family and thus renresents the crowded conditions on
Main Street, conditions vhich would soon result in the City's annexing land
to the north and south of that "ain thoroughfare and to the City's eventual

loss of its one-street nature.

That no. 182 is the last nrivately-ovned

5uilding on the north side of ltest "ain Street (Union Street borders it and
across the street begins the land owned bv Yestern Marvland College) is
fittinalv svmbolic: the house almost gives the anpearance of being saqueezed
up against this barrier by the other houses on the north side of that street.
In fact, if one wishas to take liberties with imaagination, one can look

at the last three houses on that side of the street, which arow increasinglyv
tall, and read into this a certain amount of shovina: 1827 shoves itself into
122 which is thus a little taller, which shoves itself into 184 which is

taller still.

The early historv of the land here is bhound un with that of ijts
neighbor, 1922 UYest Main Street (a.v.), and, like that huildina, ended un
belonging to William G. Pinehart, after he naid %035 for an irreaularlv-
shaped nlot measuring anproximatelv 25' x 18%4' and bordered hy lot 92 of

Isaac Shriver's Addition, and a '"new street", meanina Union Street.

This

deed took nlace on January 4, 18R9, and is recorded amona the land records

of Carroll Countv in Rook £8, Page 516.

Although no one is listed as

1iving here in the 1887 Citv Directory, the 1277 nlat of the Citv does show

a small L-shaped building on the land.

Hevertheless, we can assume that

the house's oresent condition is a result of Rinehart ownershipn, as was

50 much in this section of town.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

The roof line and cornice details could
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Seing a narcel of land aporoximately 35' x 184' at the intersection
of Union and West Main Streets in Westminster, as shown on a nlat of Isaac
Shriver's Addition to that Citv on the City map of Westminster of 1877.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY T
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Christonher Yeeks, Consultant April
ORGANIZATION DATE
Yestminster Historical Sites Survey
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
c/o City Hall - Puyhlic Works Denartment
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Westminster Marvland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

Ps- 1108



CARR-463

hardly date much before 1889,

The land remained in the Pinehart and Wantz families until Caroline
Pinehart willed it to Ephriam Tracev ({i11 17/57), whose widow, Helen F,
Tracev, sold the nlace to Emma Etta Pover: the descrintion for this deed date
Mugust 21, 1919, mentions "a brick huildina" (135/275). The land staved in
the Pover family (bv straw deeds dated Auaust 8, 10751, 217/128, 21n/13") until
Navid S. Rover and wife sold the rest of the land to its nresent owner, Beniamin
F. Crowl on Julv 12, 19f3 {3R1/A78).
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