
EVANGELICAL LUTHERN CHURCH PARSONAGE 

61 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE 

The house itself, while disp~aying some later addi­
tions, is basically the common w6.ll-to-~radesman's home of 
the 1850's, built in brick along the general lines of the 
popular Greek Revival style (see Photo 1). The Greek Revival 
canon of quietly dignified, simple overall design if evident. 
The practice of utilizing lightly-decorated or even blank 
pilasters and a simplified cornice is illustrated by the front 
doorframe. A door with a large glass pane was fitted in the 
1920's, but has recently been replaced with a solid panelled 
door which much resembles the original type. The date of the 
transom lights is uncertain; the steps are modern concrete. 
The greatest obvious addition to the original structure is the 
bay window and turret, which was added to conform to current 
fashion circa 1885. On the interior the bay window forms two 
octagonal, unpartitioned additions to the southeast corner of 
the attic. It should be noted that, on the whole, the second 
floor and the attic are still in the process of restorations. 

In 1854 the owner was approached by representatives of 
the Lutheran Church who had been deputated to secure a parsonage 
for the minister that would head the "Westminster Charge". This 
was the circuit formed by the five Lutheran churches in the area 
St. Benjamin's (usually called Kreider's or Cryder's, formerly 
Kreiger's), St. John's (referred to as Leister's, 4 miles east 
of town), Emmanuel's (Baust's, 6 miles northwest), Winter's (9 
miles west of Westmin-ter and l~ miles from New Windsor), and 
Grace Lutheran in Westminster. For a while the area had been 
without a parson, but increasing numbers of German Lutherans 
required overall guidance. A subscription was taken up from 
the congregations of the member churches and 61 Pennsylvania 
Avenue was purchased for $1,000. 

The house served as parsonage for fifteen years, 
during which it was occupied by the households of four successive 
ministers. In 1870 it was sold to Father George Schaeffer, "a 
former devoted member of Grace Church." His son, Charles Schaeffer, 
"remodeled and improved it;" presumably including the bay window 
and turret in his efforts. 
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tci:e~1 o"..lt, in the twenties. 

is Ule bay window and turret, which was addeC. to confc,rm to 

ccrrcnt fn::;hion r::.::.rca 1885. On t.he interior the bey window 

forms i.wc c:ct agonal, unparti ti(,ncd ad di ti ~ns to the southeast 

rooms (Phot.o ?) er.d i~creases the floor space at the southeast. 

coT·ner of the attic. It should be noted thl'it, oe the whole, 

the se?cond floor and +;he attic a:·e still in the pr'Jcess r,f 

rcstora:ion .. 

Ons interesting feature of the turre~ is the rnulticolcred 

UppEJ' panes CJf the attic-level Wl.ndOWS I Cr.;n~aining mixed 

squares of yellow, s:arlet, blue and viclE-t gl'lss. These w~=e 

ins~alled as an integral part of the turret itself. The 

unusual celestial globe-like motif surmour.tine the r.;'Jpola is 

also of interest (Photos 4 and ~ '\ 
Vt/ The dormer w!n1.:rns fo!' the 

attic were added in the 1930s. 

Th~re ere ec~:cral ir.trieuin.:; instan~es of original 

c~~ot~~cti~n details still visible inside. Thn turned bc~~1ister 

p::;st::- and spindles ore apparentJy all o!'i~irjal ar.d in excellent 

i::ond.5 r.,i~r-., al ~.:1oueh thP. st8p risers and flata are r:odE:rn (Phot:i 

s.) 

?he kitcLen boasts a so-called Enclish oven, a lar8~ 

('.3pp;-oxim2tely 5 1 hX3'wX2i'd) brick-lined recess v1::...th sev-?.ral 

sh-;i·:cs, 0::; whic1'-:. b~cr:id and other items v:ere plqred and heat0d 

i:1 "':t:e confined spe.ce from the stove, nestled c::..-:se ir, below. 

r.:iss I:in::; has restored the oven (it was previously l::or:ird::•l up) 

An': ..!.n.stalled a cast-ir0n ·noodburninz; stove generally similar 

tc tbo type L:.sed by the nric;inal occupants (Photo 3.) 
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:;€xt to the cr:en recess are two do0rways; the cl :iser is 

c. s1.oragc (!lcset, while the f'ar one, when 1v::e::ed; r~ve:-ls a 

tich"'".ly-·.vo·.:.::d woode::n stalrcase to the seconC. fl~cr -- ·.n 'th 

1 !.b~ :h2 stai:;:-s fea-:ured .i..:l the Staircase Fv:·:.ra:. t ",_,y ~harles 

W. Pch~e. 

O:·ieir.el cor.2trw~tic!1 is alsc eviden~ed in ths ta32~E::~t, 

·:1ere hcav;;r split-log rafters are visible (Phot.~ ll ) The 

f0u:ido ':.i0n is rouchl;y broken ::-ock; al thou.:;h so.::ie sc~ticn3 \•,ere 

reir •. fo:".'ced with pl '.1ster in the .1920s, r.:cst v:J3D cv id12?1tly laid 

·Ni t~1 li ':tJ.~ or na L'r.:.:-tar at all (Phuto 12.) The wall 

~0po.:ratinc t.he north and scl4th beys of the bascmer!t i~ 

epp.rc-xi:;;iately two feet thick. 

:hsto!'V of Humber 61: 

Th.3 fo;-thest back the ownership of the site of !~o c 61 

car. b-; ~raced is 1836, wl":en a quarter-acre pe., ..... cel cf :."3I'.d 

r€ ferred to as "L1Jt H0. 2", "fronting en the tu:r>ni):kr read 

t0 Chrunbersburgh," was sold to Henry end JJancy ?.1ourer for 

sevcn:t:'.;1 -::.v'? dollars. An lnterestin2 sidcliGht 0n ~h;; 

t~unscct.icn was the ex~:ilnaticn of' the sell i~~ po.rt:,·' s wife by 

the two justices wh0 udn1inictered the deed: 

.. " o t.hc said Pclly S!"u-iver beir12 a:i.so by ,1s 
privo.ti;J · ~xamir.cd ap2:t fr:)rn and C"...lt r;f ~hr; 
:10 arir:~ of h·..:r husband 'Nhetr!er she 1Jo:h r:.:i,)~e 
hP,r a:::knowlcdL;e:ment vf' (the t.ransacticn) 
wilJ.incly &;'ld free.Ly and \'1ithout bc:l.r.g 
indv.ced thc~ei:') 'by fea:' Gr threatc -:;f, er 
ill usage by h8r husband, or fear of h1s 
di..splcasure •• ~ .. (H.S. #3 foli-J ~;34-135 
Frederick Courlty CourtEouse, Fredel'ick. 1.:a.) 
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3n't~ s :'1 eel on this rr1at t·~r, the jusi;.lces ~oncluded th~ j,roce3s · 

Ow ..... ,.. ""Shlp di· r'l ....... ~.t lt-'~t 1_on:~. howevC;: ,· two .. r.~ • ~ ··- ~- - • 

di..(; s 1 ~H.(:r, r.:,1u.::'9r and his wife wer·e forcer1 t'J sell the lar.d 

a3 pFX'J·r. ._ :.·. : f a deh-t t::, ·~'~e J. Henry :ic.ppe, who :.:;ul.,3eq..isn:tly 

p.:--o~ee•::.ed tc ir.c'!·ease th.: va:.Je :.t' t.i3 pr:iperty by : < Llding €. 

:::-·L.SE! ~r. .Lt 1.he r.exi.. ye a.."'. In 1839 Eoppe s.:;-::..d the ho•Jse snd 

:;.ot to a couple r.amcd Tr'J.t:ibo; in 1841 it chent;c'1 hand~ to Y.1J-&. 

:;~~:-::,::- Co0k, a ·:1idc.w. 

Ir. 1854 !.".rs. Cook •:ios approached by reprecentat i.ves of 

the Lutheran Church who had been depu-4;.at~d ".:o sec•JI'e 'J 

parsc-nage for the minister t:iat would head -+..he "Westa:inster 

Cht.:!GE=~ " Th) s w~s the circuit formed by the five Lut;-1crsn 

0 h:1:'ches in the &rea -- St. Bcnja.m~11' ~ (usu8lly call~d Y.reic!~r' 3 

\_,_::' c1·:1der';.., formerly Kreige::::-'~), St. Jol~n!s (.L .. C!e:.:."'r·ecJ -+:r) a~ 

LE-it- 1.er's, 4 miles ea~t of town), Emmanuel'~ {3a1.lsl's, 6 miles 

:-.';:·thwes~) , YlintE':r' s ( ~ miles west of ·:;cs~li.i:iste:-- and l ~ ml les 

.•.1,- •... ··11· d .,,'\ "'-• ~n ... e .... ,; n so_ , , For & 

w" ;_:::_., th~ a:~a h::.d been without e. par·son, 01. ... t in<.;rea ;.in£! 

Sc !1?<·f:'r::", "remodeled and . improved it;" pres:Jrrably ir:clu'1i ng 

• ... :-~s bcy ·:1ind:1w and turret in his effor:s. 



The house was subsequently sold to Albert Schaeffer; 

this was one phase in what evidently later became a minor 

family feud. According to Miss King, Albert's brother 
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George retained ownership of the quarter-acre parcel 

adjoining No. 61, and later built on this lot (the "Lot No. 

l" referred to in the original deeds) a bigger and better 

house that overshadowed No. 61. Miss King said the neighbors 

usually referred to it as "The Spite House." (See Photo 2.) 

In 1922, No. 61 was sold to Melvin L. King, who has 

remained the owner until the present day. Miss Erma King 

the present resident, is restoring it where possible to an 

earlier form. 

Melvin L. King died in 1972, leaving a son, and heirs 

Erma King, as heirs. 
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