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NOAH ZIMMERMAN HOUSE

57-59 UNION STREET

The double house 57-59 Union Street fronts the
west side of that street about 50' from its intersection
with Pennsylvania Avenue in Westminster. The frame building
sits on low fieldstone foundation, and consists of two
sections. There is a gable roofed two story four-bay-by-
two-bay section closer to the street, with a two-story full-
length shed-roofed addition to the rear. Numbers 57-59 Union
Street are fine relatively unchanged examples of the houses
built c¢. 1845-1855 to house Westminster's black population.
(In the sense of being unchanged, the white clapboard shell
of 57 is a greater interest than 59, the latter of which has
recently been covered in aluminum siding.) The small, two-bay-
by-two-bay two-story front sections are much as they must have
been built originally: an old photograph, taken from College
Hill looking towards Union Street and Westminster beyond (photo-
graph dating from the very early 1870's) shows at least two
other such units on the street. The units are similar to
these, in their length, in their dimensions, and in their
clapboarding.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The double house 57-59 Union Street fronts the
west side of that street about 50' from its intersection
with Pennsylvania Avenue in Westminster. The frame building
sits on low fieldstone foundation, and consists of two
sections. There is a gable roofed two story four-bay-by-
two-bay section closer to the street, with a two-story full-
length shed-roofed addition to the rear.

Fundamentally, each half of the '"house" is identical,
but the owner of 59 Union Street has made certain superficial
cosmetic changes which we will discuss later. The front
section of each unit has blind end walls. The principal
facade of each is two bays wide, with a door for each side
by side towards the center. The doors are simply enframed
and consist of many glass panels. A one story hipped roof porch
shades the ground floor of each unit; the porches have square
Doric columns as supports and are simply balustered. The
porches are on sidewalk level. The rest of the bays on the
principal facade consist of double-hung sash windows; those
on the ground floor are slightly elongated while those on
the second floor of 57 are squatter and are probably original,
while those on the second floor of 59 are also elongated.
Double-hung sash windows of both units are two-over-two paned,
all windows on 57 are flanked by black louvered wooden shutters,
which are missing on the second floor of 59. There is a corbel
capped chimney flue rising at the interior end of 57's gable.
Both sections are roofed in simple rolled tin, with simple
eaves treatment. Each unit's rear addition, which extends
about three feet to the north and south, has one 4/4 window
per floor facing Union Street, and three on the south facade.
The second story bay has a small modern (bathroom) window.
Number 57 Union Street is still covered in its original weather-
boarding, while 59 has recently been coated in aluminum siding.
In plan, the units are identical: the original (front) section
is a hall and parlor type.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Numbers 57-59 Union Street are architecturally and
socially significant for Westminster in that they are fine
relatively unchanged examples of the houses built c. 1845-
1855 to house Westminster's black population. (In the sense
of being unchanged, the white clapboard shell of 57 is a
greater interest than 59, the latter of which has recently
been covered in aluminum siding.) The small, two-bay-by-two-
bay two-story front sections are much as they must have been
built originally: an old photograph, taken from College Hill
looking towards Union Street and Westminster beyond (photo-
graph dating from the very early 1870's) shows at least two
other such units on the street. The units are similar to
these, in their length, in their dimensions, and in their
clapboarding.

Although 57-59 is to far to the north to be included
in the photograph, land records reveal the early date of the
structure. On October 31, 1854 Frances Weaver bought lot
15 (our property) for $125.00 (Carroll County Deed Book 17,
Page 323). 1In the description for the deed, is the phrase,
(""beginning for the same at the center of the partition wall
at the front of the double house recently erected on said lot
15".) Although built as a single structure, as a double house,
57-59 (and the other double houses on the street) have always
maintained a dual ownership. This is reflected by the resi-
dents' use of color, if by nothing else: color is used up and
down Union Street to define ownership, half of a house, for
example, being painted white, the other half in blue.

The 1854 price of this half house, $325.00, is
remarkably low, as the price has been for houses on the street
for the past 120 years. Number 57, as well as several other
dwellings on the street, reveal that low cost is not
necessarily low quality mean. The clapboarding of 57's original,
and is extremely finely done, the roofs of both sections are
in similar good repair, as is the ground level front porch.

In fact it is details just like the hipped roof porch and
the fine solid-void treatment of the principal facade, that

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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makes 57 a stellar example of what "low cost housing' has been

and could still be.

The next few years of the house's ownership are un-
certain. However, it is clear from the examination of the
1876 plat of the City that 57-59 is but one of five such
houses, that were built at about the same time, that front
side by side the western half of Union Street, and sit on lots
13, 14, 15 and 16, Union Street. Some of these homes have been
destroyed, but one still exists, beside 57-59, notably 49-51
(q.v.), which sits on 13. The 1881 City Directory notes that
Noah Zimmerman was then living at 57 Union Street with Joshua
Ditman at 59. Land Records reveal that Zimmerman bought the
property on February 8, 1886 from Annie E. Gilbert for $500
(64/118). Zimmerman sold the house to George A. Snyder for
$450 on February 17, 1891 (72/282). An equity case resulted
in the County sheriff's selling the house to the George
Washington Albaugh Real Estate Brokerage Company in 1907, which
sold, three years later, to Leander Gladhill. Gladhill kept
title until July 31, 1919 when he sold to Hyram Jones for $700
(137/518). Jones' widow, Harriet, sold 57 to Rosey Brown on
February 28, 1930 (153/456); the house has been in the Brown
family ever since.
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