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NUSBAUM-BUCKINGHAM HOUSE
178 EAST GREEN STREET

It is often remarked that the early builders of homes
in Westminster were basically an agriculturally minded people, and
seemed to look more to the soil than they thought of themselves
as living in a City. This is certainly ture here at 178 East Green
Street, one of the earliest homes to be built on land subdivided by
John C. Frizzell in the middle of that century. In fact, it, and
neighboring 180 East Green Street, are the only houses shown on the
subdivision plat (except for the Frizzel's house, "The Winchester
place"). Number 178, probably built for rental income purposes,
is a fine example of local building style in the middle of the
19th century; it has the requisite dimensions, a pleasant simply-
decorated front porch, and a two tier side porch.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Number 178 East Green Street is situated on the
southeast corner of that street's intersection with Center
Street in Westminster. The white clapboard L-shaped house
sits on low coursed fieldstone foundations.

The house consists of two approximately equal
two-story three-bay-by-two-bay sections. The principal
facade, fronting East Green Street, is set back about 10'
from the street. The first floor is shaded by a broad
hipped-roof tin-covered porch which is supported by six
turned posts with carved wood decorations where brackets
might be expected to be. The decoration, in its radiating
shape, gives the appearance of spider webs. The entrance
door is somewhat off center, but is the central ground story
bay. It seems to be original, and is a many-panelled wood
door. The other five bays of the facade are all vertically
and horizontally aligned, and consist of glass and aluminum
storm windows simply enframed between black louvered shutters
A flat-capped chimney rises at the roofs peak, perpendicular
with the street and with the peak, roughly halfway down the
roof's edge; the resultant fireplaces and room divisions may
be the cause for the facade's being off-center. The west
facade, running parallel with Center Street, has two
regularly placed 2/2 windows on both floors and in both
sections, resulting in rows of four windows per floor. Windows,
with their black shutters and simple enframement, are similar
to those on the principal facade. The same simple wooden
cornice found on the principal facade is continued along this
wall. The south facade contains one 2/2 window (centrally
placed below the gable) per floor. The slight elongation of
the east roof as seen from the south correctly indicates the
present of a side porch shading the opened L side of the rear
section.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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c 1870 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

It is often remarked that the early builders of
homes in Westminster were basically agriculturally
minded people, and seemed to look more to the soil than they
thought of themselves as living in a City. This is certainly
true here at 178 East Green Street, one of the earliest
homes to be built on land subdivided by John C. Frizzell in
the middle of that century. In fact it, and neighboring
180 East Green Street, are the only houses shown on the
subdivision plat (except for the Frizzel's house,"the Winchester
place'). Number 178, probably built for rental income purposes,
is a fine example of local building style in the middle of the
19th century; it has the requisite dimensions, a pleasant
simply-~decorated front porch, and a two tier side porch.

On December 30, 1875 Frizzell sold the lot of
"Timber Ridge Resurveyed" (the tract that he was in the process
of subdividing) to Margaret Nusbaum for $525 (Carroll County
Deed Book 46, Page 74). Mrs. Nusbaum must have worked
quickly, as the L shaped house is shown clearly on the next
year's plat of the City. Nevertheless, she must have intended
the house for money not residence, as the 1881 City Directory
lists one A.W. Buckingham as living at 178. In any event, on
February 18, 1890, Charles T. Reifsnider, her executor, sold
the place for $1,000 to William Hilton (70/519). Hilton sold
the place, at a loss, to Alfred W. Buckingham (who must have
been living in the house for at least 10 years) for $862.50
(80/484). The house stayed the property of various members of
the Buckingham family through several deeds (137/60, 137/68,
179/69, 179/71) until August 19, 1974 when it was sold to the
Carroll County Development Corp. (577/158), and was then sold
to the present owner on August 23, 1976.
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FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Being all of lot number 2 of J. C. Frizell
Addition to Westminster.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Christopher H. C., Weeks, Consultant  Qctober, 1977

ORGANIZATION DATE

Westminster Historical Sites Survey

STREET & NUMBER
c/o City Hall - Public Works Department

TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Westminster Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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