
CAES (CASE) HOUSE 

26 East Green Street 

This house, probably built by Paul Caes around 1870, is interesting 
larger version of its neighbor, number 14 East Green Street, Westminster. 
The same attention to detail found at number 14 is present here, in fact 
several of the same motifs reappear, but here they are in more elaborate 
form, as befits the house which is larger, five bays wide instead of number 
14's three. The ten bays, five per floor on the principal facade, are all 
regularly placed. The principal entrance door is a modern glass and aluminum 
storm door within a slightly recess. The door is surrounded by smooth white 
oilasters and topped by an extremely interesting entablature, a very thick 
cornice, and a smooth broad architrave with a frieze consistinq of a row of 
curiously carved flat rosettes. Wildly scrolled brackets support the entablature 
rising from the center of the flanking pilasters. 
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This house, probably built by Paul Caes around 1870, 
is interesting larger version of its neighbor, number 14 
East Green Street, Westminster. The same attention to detail 
found at number 14 is present here, in fact several of the 
same motifs reappear, but here they are in more elaborate form, 
as befits the house which is larger, five bays wide instead of 
num l:er 14' s three. 

The ten bays, five per floor on the principal facade, 
are all regularly placed. The principal entrance door is a 
modern glass and aluminum storm door within a slightly recess. 
The door is surrounded by smooth white pilasters and topped 
by an extremely interesting entablature, a very thick cornice, 
and a smooth broad architrave with a frieze consisting of a 
row of curiously carved flat rosettes. Wildly scrolled brackets 
support the entablature rising from the center of the flanking 
pilasters. There is a secondary entrance door just to the east 
of the main door, which is probably later. It is also recessed 
and is a glass and aluminum storm door, but it has no surround. 
In fact the secondary door is topped by a cornice similar to 
those which top the ground story windows: a thick cornice, 
supported by very small brackets, with an intricately carved 
string of woodwork running between the brackets. The five 
second story windows (all windows on the house have four over 
four paned double hung sash windows) have white wooden sills, 
with having the same vaguely ogee arched design sawed in 
wood as in no. 16's lintels. A suitably elaborate entablature 
tops the principal facade: there is a deep molded cornice 
supported by pairs of scroll brackets placed alternately with 
the windows. It's common in Westminster to have a wooden 
string course running at the base of the columns creating the 
illusion of a frieze; however, here there is an addition of 
a string course running through the center of the brackets with 
pairs of small modillions placed over the center of the windows 
between the brackets, thus creating, in effect, a three part 
modified entablature. The east wall of the building is blind. 

The west (exposed) wall continues the molded cornice 
(which projects about two feet) there is one 4/4 window per 
floor to the south; the windows here on each story resemble 
those on the second story of the principal facade. A small 
four light attic window is found within the gable towards the 
south of the inside end flat capped brick chimney (a similar 
one rises directly opposite the peak of the eastern roof). 
It is clear by the seams of the brick that this is the extent 
of the original house; this long shallow form is also found 
on the 1876 plat of the City. However, there is presently a 
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As fine a small house as number 14 East Green Street 
is, so is number 22 as the same house enlarged; decorative 
detail also remains fine, but more elaborate. Thus there 
is interesting interplay between these two fine East Green 
Street homes. Window lintel treatment is still used here 
to define importance of windows (ground story principal 
facade windows have standard cornices, while those second 
story and to the side have curiously ogee arched forms above 
them). Also of interest here is the very fine very elaborate 
entablature over the central entrance door, an entablature 
which is strong enough to create the necessary feeling to 
centrality, a feeling that is often sought in similar five 
bay houses, but not always successively achieved. Another 
curiosity in the house is the treatment of the eaves. It 
might often be thought that the wooden string courses are 
used with brackets to create the sensation of two-part en
tablatures, its base between the string course and the cornice 
serving as a rough frieze. Here string courses are used to 
create the effect of a full entablature which are, in effect 
whitened by the paired modillions. All in all 26 East Green 
Street is one of the most ambitious (on a small scale) houses 
in the City, and creates a very fine individual statement 
still remaining within a broader vernacular form. 

Edward Lynch, who subdivided this section of Westminster, 
sold lot 7 of his addition to the City to Paul Kaes on June 
9, 1868 for $200 (Carroll County Deed Book 36, Page 53). Kaes 
must have soon built this house as it appears in the 1876 plat 
of the City and an intra-family deed made in March 1877, 
shows that the price has increased $1900 (48/182). Frank 
Kaes is listed as living in the house in the 1881 City Directory, 
yet there must soon have been a division of the house, as 
three sisters, Ellen, Josephine, and Henrietta are mentioned 
at various times as living in various sections. In 1887 
Henrietta sold to her sister, Ellen, the eastern 37' of the 
house; the entire place stayed in the family until Edward 0. 
Weant, trustee, sold to Vida Thelman on March 3, 1917 (130/183). 
A variety of deeds then ensued, the house mostly staying with 
members of the Leffert family, until the present owner took title 
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full length two story shed roofed addition to the south. 
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