ELSNY ATLBERT HOUISE

15% WEST MAIM STPEET

Mumber 158 llest Main Street is a fine example of a house reduced
to hasics. It consists of two nernendicular sections, each section a sinale
nile three havs wide (or long) and each section with a aable roof. The
nlace rests on a hiah fieldstone foundation, which is hidden on the main
section hv a raised, latticed norch. This norch has a hirned, red-tinned
roof vhich is sunnorted bv 2 sauare Noric nosts with equallv simnle railing
to the east and north.



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

o g 5
07&[&25'4 So4

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

HINAME

HISTORIC
Nelson Gilbert House

AND/OR COMMON

BEJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
158 West Main Street (MD 32)

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Westminster — VICINITY OF 7
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Carroll
EEJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC Xoccuriep __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
X BUILDING(S) _YPRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  __RELIGIOUS
— OBJECT _-INPROCESS X ves: ResTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
—NO __MILITARY __OTHER
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Earl J. Lynn Telephone #: 842-78%4
STREET & NUMBER
160 'lest Main Street
CITY. TOWN ] STATE, Z1p code
lHestminster ___ VICINITY OF Maryland 21157
IFALOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION iy .
A iber #: 182
COURTHOUSE, Folio #: 523

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Carro]] County nffice Bu.i]dinq

STREET & NUMBER
Center Street

CITY. TOWN
Westminster

STATE

Marvland

ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE
Mone

DATE

__FEDERAL

—STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




CAKR-535

DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Humber 158 !lest "'ain Street is a fine examnle of a house
reduced to hasics. It consists of two nmernendicular sections, each
section a single pile three bays wide (or long) and each section with
a nable roof. The south {nrincipal) facade looks onto the north side
of West Main Street (St. Route 32) about 67' east of that street's
intersection with Push Allev in Westminster. The place rests on a
high fieldstone foundation, which is hidden on the main section hv a
raised, latticed porch. This norch has a hinoed, red-tinned roof
vhich is sunported bty 8 square Doric posts with equally simole railing
to the east and north. The norch is abhout 17' deen. Sheltered hy
this porch is the main entrance door, which is the western ground floor
bay. It is a half-alass, two-vooden-nanel door, and is extremely simply
enframed below a small rectanqular transom. The other two around floor
bays are double-hung sash windows with 4/1 panes; these windows are as
simnlyv enframed as the door. Above the norch's roof are three 4/1 windows,
vhich are aligned with the bays beneath them. A modest, molded, wood
cornice tobs this facade, and extends a counle of feet to the east and
west. The east facade of the main section has a small four-light attic
window to the south, a 4/1 second-story window centrally placed in the
facade and a pair of 4/1 windows in the center of the ground floor under-
neath the porch's roof. The northern section's east facade consists of
three 4/1 windows on the second floor which are vertically aligned with
the three bays below them: two 4/1 windows to the north of a 4-panel
door which leads onto the edge of the porch. Opnosite, the west facade
has 3 windows in the main section: a small four-licght attic window, and
a sinale 4/1 window towards the south (these last two windows are verti-
cally aliagned). The northern section has three 4/1 windows on its second
storv, and one 4/1 window alianed with the most northern of these on the
ground floor. The rest of the floor is filled by a snuare hinned-roof
bay window, which has four 4/1 windows in it: one each to the north and
south sides, and two lookina west. The north facade of the north section
has been covered by a 1% story shed-roofed addition, which has, to the
east and west, a 4/1 window on the ground floor and a small four-light
window above. The only color on the house comes from the red tin of the
roof (main, porch, or bay and addition) from tke single fliocht of wooden
stens which lead to the around floor porch from the west, and from the
green lattice work which runs between the brick pniers vhich suoport the
porch. Otherwise, the entire building, clanboarding, norch, cornice,
and nost, window enframement, doors....is left unpainted, a tovoic of
areat local concern.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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B} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X_ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1798 __ART __ENGINEERING —MuUSIC _ THEATER
_’Y‘:1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —_ _TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY _—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

_INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES c. 187N BUILDER/ARCHITECT Ne'lson Gﬂbert

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Looking at no. 158 West Main Street, one might be reminded of
Sir John Summerson's remarks on ruins and Dickens, where he analogizes
between Ruins and Little Nel, "whom the world treated badly and whom
we now feel sorry for." The unpainted side of no. 158 makes one realize
that the world has not been kind to this building either, but there is
no grand opera of ruins involved here, only a mild soap onera of a
somewhat deteriorated building. This painted shell is not, by any
definition, a first rate buildina, but it is, in its severe angularity,
something of a mild curiosity shon. Other buildings on the Yestminster
streetscane are generally anquiar, but almost all have some softening
curves either made by brackets, or by molded cornices, or bv porch's,
or by balusters, etc. However, 158 has none of these: rather, it has
square nosts supporting a square cornice, on a square porch, which is
hordered by square niers.......

The title history of no. 158 is very simnle; basicallv, onlv
three families have owned it. David Cassell and wife sold lot 4 to Nelson
Gilbert on December 3, 1867 for $305 (Carroll County Deed Book 27, Page
372). We can nrohahly safely assume that it was filbert who built the
house, as a building of ahout the right size and shape annears on the 1877
nlat of the City, and Gilbert is listed as 1iving at no. 158 West Main
Street in the 1887 Citv Directorv. G5ilbert died, leaving Sara A. L.
Gilbert as his heir; when she died, her will (¥i11 no. 27/372), named
Frank P. Cassell as executor. In this role, he sold the nlace to John
H. Youna and wife on October 26, 1921 for $5700. Young's son, Charles,
by virtue of straw deeds dated January 27, 1044, vested the title in
the nresent owner (182/521, 182/523).

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

. Being all of no. 4 of Isaac Shriver's addition to the Citv of
Hestminster as shown on an 1877 plat of the City.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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Christopher Weeks, Consultant April
ORGANIZATION DATE
Hestminster Historical Sites Survey
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
c/o City Hall - Public Works Department
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Hestminster Marvland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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