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:-!umber 158 \·lest r· 1ain Street is a fine exarr1nle of a house reduced 
to basics. It consists of t1·10 oerm~ndicular sections, each s~ction a sinale 
oile tliree ':avs vdde (or lona) and each section 1·•it'1 a aable roof. The 
nlace rests on a hi?h fieldstone founrlation, which is hidden on the main 
section hv a raised, lattic~d ~orch. This norch has a hinned, red-tinned 
roof 1· 11-iich is sunnorted bv 1 souare 'loric nosts wit'l enuallv simnlf' railino 
to the east and north. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

;!umber l 118 l!est ' 1ain Street is a fine examnle of a house 
reduced to ~asics. It consists of two nernendicular sections, each 
section a single pile three bays wide (or lonq) and each section with 
a ~able roof. The south {princioal) facade looks onto the north side 
of \o!est t-1ain Street {St. Route 32) about 6'1' east of that street's 
intersection with Push Al lev in Westminster. The olace rests on a 
hiah fieldstone foundation, which is hidden on the main section hv a 
raised, latticed oorch. This norch has a hiooed, red-tinned roof 
which is suoported by 8 square Doric oosts with equally simole railing 
to the east and north. The norch is about in· deen. Sheltered hy 
this oorch is the main entrance door, 1.,rhich is the western ground floor 
bay. It is a half-glass, two-\·oooden-nanel door, and is extremelv simolv 
enframed belo1>1 a small rectangular transom. The other two around floor 
bays are double-hunq sash windows with 4/1 nanes; these windows are as 
simDlv enframed as the door. /!.hove the norch's roof are three 4/1 windQ\·1s, 
v1hich are aligned i·tith the bays beneath them. A modest, molded, wood 
cornice taos this facade, and extends a couole of feet to the east and 
west. The east facade of the main section has a small four-liqht attic 
window to the south, a 4/1 second-story window centrally olaced in the 
facade and a pair of 4/1 windows in the center of the ground floor under
neath the oorch's roof. The northern section's east facade consists of 
three 4/1 windows on the second floor which are vertically aligned with 
the three bays below them: two 4/1 windows to the north of a 4-oanel 
door which leads onto the edge of the oorch. Oooosite, the west facade 
has 3 windows in the main section: a small four-liaht attic window, and 
a sinale 4/1 window towards the south {these last two windows are verti
cally.aliqned). The northern section has three 4/1 windows on its second 
story, and one 4/1 1'/indow aligned with the most northern of these on the 
ground floor. The rest of the floor is fi 11 ed by a snuare hinoed-roof 
bay window, which has four 4/1 windows in it: one each to the north and 
south sides, and two lookino west. The north facade of the north section 
has been covered by al~ story shed-roofed addition, which has, to the 
east and west, a tt/l window on th~ ground floor and a small four-light 
windO\v above. The only color on the house comes from the red tin of the 
roof (main, oorch, or bay and addition) from the single flioht of wooden 
stens which lead to the around floor oorch from the west, and from the 
qreen lattice work which runs between the brick oiers v•'iich suooort the 
oorch. Othen-1ise, the entire building, clanboarding, norch, cornice, 
and post, window enframement, doors .... is left unoainted, a tonic of 
qreat local concern. 
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Look i nq at no. 158 West !·1a in Street, one mi oht he reminded of 
Sir John Surnmerson's remarks on ruins and Dickens, where he analooizes 
bet1·1een Ruins and Little Nel , "whom the world treated badly and whom 
He now feel sorry for." The unpainted side of no. 158 makes one realize 
that the world has not been kind to this buildinq either, but there is 
no grand opera of ruins involved here, only a mild soao ooera of a 
somewhat deteriorated buildinq. This nainted shell is not, by any 
definition, a first rate buildina, but it is, in its severe angularity, 
somethino of a mild curiosity shoo. Other buildinqs on the !·/estminster 
streetscaoe are qenerally anqular, but almost all have some softening 
curves either made by brackets, or by molded cornices, or bv oorch's, 
or bv balusters, etc. However, 158 has none of these: rather, it has 
square nosts sunoortinq a square cornice, on a square porch, which is 
bordered by square niers ...... . 

The title history of no. 158 is very simnle; basically, only 
three families have owned it. David Cassell and wife sold lot 4 to fielson 
Gilbert on December 3, 186~ for ~305 (Carroll County Deed Book 27, Page 
372). We can nrohahlv safely assume that it was Gilbert •·1ho built the 
house, as a buildino of about the riqht size and shaDe annears on the 1877 
olat of t'ie City, and Gilbert is listed as livino at no. 158 West Main 
Street in the 1887 Citv Directory. Gilbert died, leavinq Sara .11 •• L. 
Gilbert as his heir; when she died, her will (~ill no. 27/372), named 
r-rank ~. Cassell as executor. In this role, he sold the nlace to John 
H. Young and wife on October 26, 1921 for $5700. Young's son, Charles, 
by virtue of stra\·' deeds dated January 27, 1044, vested the title in 
the oresent owner (182/521, 182/523). 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~,AW\TE SHEET l~ NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beino all of no. 4 of Isaac Shriver's addition to the City of 
~·Jestminster as shown on an 1877 olat of the City. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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Christooher Weeks. Consultant 
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Westminster Historical Sites Survey 
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c/ o Ci tv Ha 11 - Public Works Department 
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DATE 
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Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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