
DEMOCRATIC ADVOCATE BUILDING 

Number 167 East Main Street, the former offices of the 
Democratic Advocate, has played a significant role in the architecture 
and the political-literary life of the community. As is true with 
many of the buildings in town, this is yet another example of the 
adaptive qualities of the Pennsylvania farmhouse building that so 
dominated Westminster's architecture in its first 100 years. We have 
seen how the building form can be used for residences, for banks, 
for hotels, and for shops; now we see it used as a newspaper office. 
However it is important to note that certain freedoms are now (c. 1875) 
being taken with the form; that octagonal bay windows are accepted. 
It's also interesting to note, when comparing the present building 
with an old photograph of the building as it must have looked originally, 
to see that there is at least one example of unpainted brick in 
Westminster, thus a refutation of the arguments that Victorians 
uniformally enjoyed painted brick. 

A 1910 account of the newspaper's history notes that: 
Carroll Hall, a half block east of the present office, 
is the site of the first home of this paper. The ad
vocate Building corner of Main and Center Streets was 
finished and occupied in October, 1877. This building 
was constructed to meet the needs growing out of the 
increased patronage the paper then enjoyed. The building 
is of substantial construction with, appointments and 
equipment superior to those enjoyed by most newspapers 
and printing offices. One of the best linotype composing 
machines is a part of the complete equipment. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Democratic Advocate building, built in 1872 sits in 
relatively unchanged form at the northwest corner at the intersection 
of East Main and Center Street in Westminster. 

The building rests on uncoursed fieldstone foundations and 
consists of two two-story gable roof sections which are perpendicular 
to each other. The principal section measures 6 bays by 2 bays and 
runs along East Main Street; the other section is approximately 
identical in size and run along Center Street. The front section 
presents a rather irregular facade, and is dominated by a two story 
flat roofed octagonal bay window. Three exposed sides of the window 
on each floor possess a 1/1 window. The entire bay window is covered 
in white painted cusped shingles. The ground story of the principal 
facade is punctuated DWDW, reading to the east from the bay window. 
The door closer to the bay window is more elaborately enframed, resting 
within white smooth pilasters and below a two section modillioned 
entablature. The other door has always been simpler; now it consists 
of a smooth door with an air-conditioner placed on the former two 
light transom. The original 4/4 windows now consist of two over two 
panes simply enframed. Above and regularly aligned are four 2/2 
windows. All windows on all facades are similarly paned and framed 
below three coursed gauged flat arches and above white wooden sills. 

A 1910 photograph of the building shows window placement 
to be the same, however they were then more elaborately treated being 
flanked by uniformly louvered shutters. The building is now painted 
grey; however it was originally plain brick. The bracketed modillioned 
cornice which runs about the principal facade seems unchanged from its 
original condition. A flat capped chimney pierces the ridge of the 
principal sections roof about half-way down the ridge. The east section 
of the principal facade consists of two 2/2 windows regularly placed 
on each of the two floors with a round arched 2/2 window in the center 
of the gable to light the attic. This arrangement seems unchanged from 
the original. Strung out on line with the windows of the two floors 
of the principal section are the seven bays of the rear section. All 
these are 2/2 windows except for the first (moving to the north) bay 
on the ground floor which is a plain door sited below a three light 
transom and above a flight of three concrete steps. A thick flat 
capped chimney rises between the fourth and fifth bays near the exterior 
wall of the building. This chimney is shown in the old photograph of 
the building, however it originally had a rounded brick arch over which 
is now missing. The other two facades of the building are more utilitarian 
in appearance. 
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Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1877 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Democratic Advocate Newspaper Co. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Number 167 East Main Street, the former offices of the 
Democratic Adovocate, has played a significant role in the architecture 
and the political-literary life of the community. As is true with 
many of the buildings in town, this is yet another example of the 
adaptive qualities of the Pennsylvania farmhouse building that so 
dominated Westminster's architecture in its first 100 years. We have 
seen how the building form can be used for residences, for banks, 
for hotels, and for shops; now we see it used as a newspaper office. 
However it is important to note that certain freedoms are now (c. 1875) 
being taken with the form; that octagonal bay windows are accepted. 
It's also interesting to note, when comparing the present building 
with an old photograph of the building as it must have looked originally, 
to see that there is at least one example of unpainted brick in 
Westminster, thus a refutation of the arguments that Victorians 
uniformally enjoyed painted brick. It's interesting that the building's 
new owner, the Westminster United Methodist Church, has retained the 
building's sign on the Center Street facade, however changing its 
name from that of the Democratic Advocate. 

Attached is a 1910 write up of the Newspaper, a part of 
a 1910 booklet, put out by the paper, on Carroll County, (note 
expecially to treatment of the gentlemen of the press). 
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Being all of lot number 42 of the town of New London as 
shown on a plat recorded among the Land Records of Carroll County. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mroRM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Christopher Weeks, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Westminster Historical Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

c/o City Hall - Public Works Department 
CITY OR TOWN 

Westminster 

.la@ar7 1978 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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In l~ebrunry, 18:18, al.Juul 11lne 
1111mthe nrtcr lllo l11n111t11rnt1011 or tl11~ 
count) 1:0,r1n111ent. \\'llllam Shlt1l"'' 
r:11111~ecl "'l'ho Democ·rnt nnd C11rrni1 
( 0111\ty ne11uhllrn11" 'l\'hlch he COlltin
ued to 1111hlll'h In \'licstmlni;tcr unlit 
J !\ 10. when he 110111 It to the lnte Jos1•11h 
~I. Parke. thr fnthrr or Mr. t:eorge M. 
l'nrke, who was 11. rnnn or wide 
e:iq1erll'll<'e. lll>t:r11l cdu<'atlun n111l 
11tro11g l)PmO<'rallc 11rlDC'lple11. His 
nblllly wni: soon reC'ngnlzert and In 
181G tho 11a11er bl\ll grown until a 
11nrtner1h111 wns desirable. lie thou 
i.old a hnlr lnlf!rest lo Mr. Josiah 'I'. 
11. llrl111;m11n nnd the 111111er bC'came 
''ThP. C'nrroll C'ounly Democrat." The 
pnrlner11hl11 ro11rl11urr1 untll ll! ·IR whN1 
Mr. JlrlnKrnnn lie<':1111r 111le ownn. On 
01·toh<'r 2, l~!'il, J\11ii;u11•1111 1• A11plPr 
1111rch1111l'll thn 11;111,.r 111111 p11hll11hNI It 
untll 11111)' I~•. 1~:.r.. "hrn thr 11wnror
ahl11 l»U•11ed 111 t: ... 01111· 11 Hnnrln.11 
who 1111hl111hr1I It 1111111 ,) n I,\' ::, 1 i,r,1;: 
\\""II hl• 10111 It It> . l1•1•1•ph i-:1111w. 

Mr. Elhaw co111h1<'h'•I lhc pr111er unlll 
1~61 "'hfln he i:old It to W. ~kolt 
ltohert11, who <'hnngl'cl the nomc to 
''The \\ c11tt•ru Mnn·inml llr111oc1 al ." 
Shor l ly nrterwards Mr ~hnw ognln 
bc<'amo owner 11ntl rt•n1 1essly 11uhll111t
c1I ll tlurlnf{ the C:hll \\'111· until his 
dr.lllh In I Slifi 
~nrlng lhf' tlark clays or the Wiii ' 
whl'n .11e1•tlonn1 (el'l1111< gov1>r11C'!l 1111· 
ll<'llom• o r men, when 1111,:hl rom1lltul 
"!I rlghr nncl <'1"11 llherty wn11 denlcrl, 
Jnsf!J>h f!lmw hi·nvoly e:tl!n'IK01l hlB 
rights or frpe a11ect'h. Wh1>11 Prr!ll· 
lfent l.lnt·oln wna shot. on Aprll H, 
lhr exrllcmenl Rprend over lhe coun
lry anti In , Wealmln11trr, aR In mnny 
other 11::rts or NorlhPID nn•I borill'r 
etntes, nurl lhe lives or lJ?morrnts wrn't 
l11111crll,.1I. 'J'he He1111bllrnn11 hr.Ill 11 
mnN11 mr.rllng In the l'ourl-hon!le n111l 
u rr.1111l111ion wns 11.•:1111ted to 11otlrv 
fll 1. Shaw ''thAl the tmblkr\llo11 ,;r 
his 1•n111•r would 110 loni:er I.Jr 11er111l1-
etl." So111ellme nrter midnl.chl or lhP 
snmc night, the offil'e of the I lrmo1•rf\l 
'''!IS rnlcled nnd the entire <'•J11lp111<'11t. 
lnrludlng 11ref'Rf'!l1 booki;, 11app1·s, lYI"'. 
an•I f11rnllurc, was. r:c,11t111r<'1l nu1l 
IJu1•np() In thl' 11lrect In fl'f•ttl of till• 
Office ohoul u•hn!C ·hlOl'k f'n~t ot 1t11 
lll'l'llE'nl lnrallnn. • 

The ~rlter la 1·1e1lllll~ 1ororn1PCI tltnt 
llh. Sllflw thrn Wl'nt tll nnltllnorn llllll 
IFRUl'rl hie pn11r.r. He 1· .. 111rnerl l•> 
Wrst111111ster, ro11lrnry lt> llw a1lvk1• 
nr fr!i•111l11, nnl( whllr t1RIP1•11 In ltl11 
laoll') IL fl'w 111~1.Jts nttrr thr dl'!l(l'lll'· 
lion or hl11 OflkP, R llllllll1c1' fl ( 1111'11 
fon·r.cl nn <'nlrnvre ln his rnum. • 111• 
l•fr·•rctl rn:•falonr·e and Wiii! Hltnt. ht>al ._ 
t!,..1~LJ!!ld lhrO\\ II d!m.Jt~« 
rro111 the elTet'l& o! which hr i;.Luu:tly 
11fl1•r illelL A. hullet hC1leln ll1P 11111111· 
or a cloo1· on l'f'llnsylv:\llln nv1•111f,. nt 
"'Thr f'ul k$" Is i;altl lo hn ve h1•1•11 
rnndP. h~· n. !\I ray bullrL firer! In thl-1 • 
Oit:ht. 'l'hr w1011g1!ot.>111 wr.re trlf'•I. 
h•tl nr1111llt1•1l In thoitr. dan1 \lh"n 111rn 
lunkrd 1111011 tl•·ath only ns one or ti. .,,. 
l'\'1111 or war. 

f\lr. \\', II . D:'l\'IS lc•nlt l'!rnr~e or the 
1IPhriR or I h • oflk~ 1111 I In /':O\'f'lllht•r 

...... 

A uaa:~D. CARR-544 
. 

Note.-The follo\,.l pit waa allghlly 
nbrldi;NI nml modified by a rormer 
1rnl1lti<hrr r10111 the <'Ol'Y book oC 
flllss M11ry llo•twh'k Shellman who 
rrcordcd tl'oe story as o schoo

1

I girl 
In I 868. She I Pu mod the tt·ndltlou 
from moal reliAblP sources. A rew 
> c>nrs u:o lhP. n DP. old WPll men
ll?nNI ht>rcln wus Oiied with Mrlh. 
ll s slitht Is 0:1 lllcln 1t1ret nt thc 
Shellmnn ho111tiilr3d ~lreclly 011110· 
1tllr the I lotel fllA1tH.:011rl. 

Mnuy ycnrs 111:0. In lite no1thwe11t· 
l'I n (Ull"l Of l\llH \ (nnd. lbcre ltOOd :l 
lltllc 'lllnitf' bt>11rln1t lhl' 1 11roud ~ng
ll>'lt 11111111' or \\'lnrhc11t~r. now lhe 
b"nut1ru1 l'ltr of WPatmtnater. Fur 
n long time 11ra<'" and 11lentr hn1t 
smlll'd uuon Its lnhnbltnnts. anti the>' 
dl'l!l'lllPd not or ('OlllhUt evll. It WIHI 
lo tile midst or 1111111mer when Go.I 
llOW flt to 8Pnd II llllithtV drought lll'· 
on the lnml. For mn.nv dnys tho 
&<'orrhlng rn~·s of the l'UU looked 

1
• .1 dcnvn upt')n the Parth. burnhJg onrt 
Photo b>' Lewi• hllghUng the \'l'ltt'tUllOll, nnu lhrent-

roltowtng he published the •first num- en Ing to h1 Ing f.\1111 ne u11011 ·1111 trork. 
l~<'r or the Democmll~ Ad\ocote. 111 Flowers d1no11ccl nnd die<!, land wnter 
h•brunry, J8Gfl, ~Ir. JosP.ph' M. l'nrke -our> or Go11'11 hr!ll nn1I most nerct1-
nrah! bought thr 11niwr, but In No- snry i:lfls to 111111-hei:nn to fnll. 111 
n·ml er or ISlii he ,,·ns elrcleil Reg: vnln the 11co11le nrnl'eri ontl ('rll'd for 
l~tcr or Wiiia nnd 111 thl' latter 11art rnh1. The dll:i;Pns or Wlnrhelltl'r bc-
ur llrn month ~Ir. \,. 11 DnvlR ngulu cam" nlarnu•<I. null mnny •Of ~them 
bl'came owner. In lh4\ following lnrkl'rl tltrlr 1•111111111. nnd refused 6\'l'll 
Mnrd~i he sold It to the late Wiiiiam II roolln1t drink lo lhP thirsty trnvel-
11. Vanderford and \he Ueruocrntlc ~r or the fnml~hcol bcnst. ieit the\' 
Advor1i11• l'ntered u 11on'lta long cnreel' efto111tl not hn,·e eno11irh Cor themselve~ 
or 1111tnlerru11ted sul'f'lcss aa lhe fl:Pnr the enRtrrn end or the •II~ 
atroug,..sl rnclor In C'arroll {'ounty"i lngr 1lwell two rnnlden lndlu, llJ!;l'd 
ecodomlr, ctlucallonnl, anrt SOC'inl 1111<1 re!!P<'C'tr1l. who b<'llHed Goel 
11rngrP!<S. woultl not for1<nl1e them In their tiftio 

Mr. W~Jll11111 JI. V11nderrord wns n.s- or nP<'ll. tlnllkP lhPlr nel~hbora they 
sl!1tE-1l I.JS:• his Cnlher. Henry Vnnil~r- did nnt r"ruae "·ntn to nnv, but un-
tord, editor nnd Journallat, who was luC'klng lhr!r i::~te. ulaced 11 placard 
,,.lc'rly 0 1Pcognl1ed ns 'one or lllarr· nenr the well l.'enrlng the rollowlng 
ln1111'11 best l\OWtllll\(IOr men:'11ntll 1878, \fOrtls-'Ftee 1ulmlttan<'e to all -
wheu the rormer 1011\ a hair lntl'rei:t Water bl'longs to Cod!' In these ~n-
to 11111 brother, Chrulea H, and their <'lent 1lays rnllronlia "·ere unknown 
rather retired Crom nctlve ecll- and nil lhe tr:ivellng 'l\"aa done bY 
torlnl and Journnllsllc work. For .stages or '' nitons. Eml.:rnnts were 
111>arly hnlr a. <'entury rnla fnmlly BPPn 1mssl11g doily 011 their rond to 
1rn,·e Cn1 roll county one o r the brsl the p;reat \\'Pst. onrt the denmnd ror 
l.01111' 11n11l'rli enjoyed In l>lnrylenil wnte .. was C'Onslnnl. The do11btlnl!' 

In 1t101; tihorlly nrter the dPllth ' 0 r rlUzens nch'laetl thi:~e lwo C'hrl1llan 
I 'h:nlr11 II .. \"nnrh•rCorrl. the (>rrt1ei1t lnrltea lo tcnr tlown their notice and 
1111111111111 wnR rnrrnt·1J 1\'llh llr .• I. llow- do~r lh<' r.ntr11n<'c to 11rl!\'Pnt the 
<II llllll11~11lc?ll n11 lts lll"l'!'ldrn!. l>r. 1111- wall'r lit>ln.r ra1Tlr1l away, or the~· 
llni:slna 1me11rF1iPS lho::e nllrlbull's or woulrl be IPCl \\llhout. hut their nns-
<'l1111111t••r thnl wlll malnrntn thP hlith "Pr "·as nh,-11,·e th" i;ao1e, 'The l.orrl 
1111111iJr>rct nll11h11•rl hv lhl11 rmur.r rnr.• 111 our She11h1'1·1I. ,,.,. !lh111l not wnnt. 
Smlrh-\'ln~lln1t e1,mi1any). We have 1111 rlllht tJ 1·1!C111r, for water 

Wiltln111 II . \'nn•krrnrd c~ndll!'ll'cl belo111:11 to r.•>cl' ~ .. on all the wclla 
tho 1101pr>r Cur lhc c-ompnny unlll hi' ond 111irlt1ics 111 the \'ill11111:e be•an to 
clenth 111 .luur of tho Mme yl'ar. l''or roll, nnd n11ly two rl'mnlnrd to a111111tr 
n 111111? Mr. Pnul Wlnch""ter·h'"t"llme tho cll'111nn1l!I or lh" lam1ahlng citizens. 
thP c•lltor, who "'1\11 s 11cceetlcd uy Mr. One ot three w~11 thr. Wl'll which b11d 
W .J \\"llklnson. At 111·esrnl Mr. Guy been free to oil. T::r other belonged 
\\'. Strele, th .. well known attorner lo an Ohl l!:l'lllle1111111. "'ho. :\s soon na 
who recC'otly 11ervcd lhe rounty as he snw how are::t wnE' ~ho demand for 
SllllC''a J\tl<•1 m·~-. Is editor. • '•: • watt-r. 1t11n1 rlP1I It onll rernaed even a 

~It. l•;, (), T>ltr~ndol 18 lhr alJlc tn:in- t rll'OU. All llorkPrl ,,, "Go11'1 Well," aa 
nl(Pr, who hn11 l1nd n JOnf: \!lrtP.r In : • ltr "''II now rnlll'll. : nd Hs old rasb
thls om( fl 11nd le well &CIJllitlnted with loncrt moss C'overcd bucket v.•ns ne,·rr 
"''cry clr.tnll nt the wQrk. He .<'nme .;: l•lle. And sll U the skv wns cloud tees, 
l•> lh<' Atl\'C1rnl1) In Novemt\01'. 1'9t. ,. , 0.111! lhe 1111rtlPnl111g i-ays or o 

Carroll Halt, a hair IJloc!il eAsl of July sun 11ror<'lrnd .. od burned the 
I he 111·c11cnt om<'e;' la the site or the ••arlh. A rew niore days pnssPd, nncl 
tlri1t ho111n or lhls,~pai1cr. Tl\e Ad- : ha who hn1l so rrue11v rrCused to ~lvo 
\'I)( nll' Jlulldlng, ('Orl\t'r. Mnln linil. ci!p.= ~ a ('\Ill or roltl W;\fpr from his plente-
trc at1't1cla, was flnl~1I nnJ,l'.ip"~cu(Jl'!tl 011i; Rllll'I' \\all obllrtrrl to go :md bep: 
111 Ortohor, I ~ii. 1 11·1113-'~~llillng wns for hlrn~clr rrom the unCallln.c toun-
rnnst rurtril 1<1 mrHt th~ ncr.tle grow- taln or "Cod'11 \\'ell." Th<' demnnd on 
htit 0111 of thP hwrrnsed 1mtronng11 the thi11 well bl'<'&ntto itr••nter day by day, 
pnpcr lhl'n enjoyed. The hulldlug Is; hut allll Its 1111arklln1t v.·ntPra refreeh· 
11( s11h<1tnntinl <'onstructlon wlth 111,_ cd .the thln1ty trn\•elPr nnd tho rnm-
tmlntrnPnls 01111 <'Qutp!nent su~~~~lor to lshmg h·nst. At. Jer."tb a amnll dark 
1110!'0 <'njoye1l by most nev.•inintiers rlo'hd was st•Pn 111 •he sky, anti how 
nnrl printing 'nnkes. One or the bel'l r1 i::rrl~· It waa wall•hrrl ! l.nrger and 
ll11otn1e co11111011lng l'lll<'hlnes ls a larger It 1trew. till at l:ist tbc v.·hole 
1•nrt or lhe co11111letn equlptnent. lik't' wa11 0\'1'1 rm•t The thunder pPo.1-

! NI, , lhr lli;:-htnlug 01t1thed throui;h the 

(:no1I J.lfe, l,Olllf J,Jrt>, 
It l11,!1nt growing liken tree, 
In hulk, dcth mnke men better be; 

Or 1:1un1llng long 11n o:i.k, threr hun
r11·r<1 )'rnrs, 

To fnll n log nt 1:\111, dry, 
srnr: 

A Illy or n dny ' 
lo fnlrpr far In Mny, 

hrn''"llB, nncl lhe flood-1tl\le11 Wl'rP 
<>~•ened. The rlo11dll roller! "" .,. 
nn1l On<'e lllOl'e thP Whole fnce Of na: 
111re smiled nnrl lhe graterul clll7.e11s 
of Wlnchc1<IPr lhn11ked God for the 
glorlo1111 rain, whl<'h hatl come j1111t In 
llrnP. lo an\ n th1>m from llPr hthlng. 

linltl 111111 Tlmr hn11 111111:r1<I r1111ltth· lrnvln1t nuul\' 
ll'SCPll Of IJll ftl$!:hl, ·f 1(tlle \\'(Df hea· 
ter la now n 11romlt:ln1t 11nrt thriving 
dty, bl'arlnit the nnme ot Weslmlni;. 

Althn' It fnll 11nu f1te that nl1:ht,
Jt .,, 1111 the ptnnt end How1 1r or 

1111.ht. 
1 n Bmnll 111·011Mllo11n we Juel h<>nutles 

!;('(>, 

t<'r. Thr two nnhlP-henrtNI chriall:in 
l:tt!les. who ltt the th11e of nel'd trost-
1'11 In the l.Ol'fl nnrl snared with lh,.lr 
1111rrcrlt11t 11rtgl bo1 "· havf' Joni; elnro 
ff'l11n1I tht>tr rrw.1rrl ht hl'll\'1'11. Th,.lr 

J\ncl In Ahorl. 
rcrt lw 

mcll!<llres llfr. mny 11rr- olll hOHl" hna hl'l'll torn tlnv.·n hut 
lhr 'wl'll' &till remnlns on lh" old trit 

-nl'n -Jnh1111on. "' Mrs Col. J~111e" fll. Sht>lhn:in. 11nil 

l!l'tler to •II" ten thoun~nd rl<'alht; 
lhnn to wo1111rl my lto1mr- A•J.lt 1111n 

tho11i:t1 now rm·crl'd OYl'r nnd out or 
1 "fl'.1.lr. has ""''t'r h~l'n known to Coll, 
but to thl~ 1!;1\' le fll'cd with extcllent, 
1111rc \\ atl'r. 
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