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WESTMINSTER ARMORY

Westminster

Public (Restricted)

The Westminster Armory is a two-story structure with full
basement located in downtown Westminster. The structure, which
emulates a medieval fortification, is constructed of grey Port
Deposit rubble granite.

The Armory was the design of J. Ben Brown, a Cambridge,
Maryland, architect. The building was erected for Company H,
first Maryland Infantry, composed entirely of Carroll County men.
The Armory was the scene of gala victory festivities for soldiers
returning from World War I in 1919, and has housed the annual
antiques show and Christmas celebrations by the local community.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Westminster Armory is a two-story structure with full basement located in
the heart of downtown Westminster, one block north of Main Street, the town's
principal thoroughfare. The building is surrounded by others of mixed commerical,
residential and public uses.

The Armory is constructed of rough grey Port Deposit rubble granite. The
front facade faces Longwell Street and is oriented to the north The front is
symmetrical and composed of two, two-story tall, three bay wide sections with
three-story tall towers which flank a two-story center section which serves as the
entrance to the building. Each side section contains three windows at first and
second floor levels, original 6/6 sash with stone sills and lintels. The innermost
bays flanking the center doorway are indented slightly from the front wall plane.

A stone water table delineates the basement level and a band of stone molding
crosses the side sections above the second floor windows. The side sections are
topped with five crenelles capped with stone, two of equal width over the inner-
most indented bays and one wide crenelle decorated with three vertical slots flanked
by two narrower crenelles over the two outermost bays.

The central bay is flanked by two three-story square towers containing one
window per two full sides at basement level and at first and second floors, all
corresponding in style and trim to those of the side sections. The stone water
table continues across the bases of the towers and the central entrance bay.

At third floor level are decorated vertical slots with stone sills and lintels.
Tower tops are decorated with an arch motif frieze, surmounted by a heavy parapet
composed of two stone capped crenelles on each side of the tower. The spaces
between the tower crenelles have been filled with plywood.

At center front, tw0 cement steps flanked by iron railing on the lower
half and a short stone wall on the upper half lead to a porch formed by the
central entrance block which projects substantially from the towers. Wide double
doors are inset twO feet behind a stone segmental arch. Surmounting the arch are
a set of three narrow 6/6 sash windows with stone sills, lintels and side trim.
The side walls of the projecting center section are rounded and suggest towers.
These quarter-round side sections of the entrance bay contain rectangular openings
corresponding to first floor windows of the towers, allowing air and light into
the porch. The windows at second floor level in these side sections correspond
to those of the second floor level windows on the rest of the facade.

The arch motif frieze of the tower tops also graces the top of the central
entrance bay. The center is crowned with five crenelles, capped with stone. The
center crenelle is wider than those which flank it. Affixed to it is a large stone
panel inscribed with the seal of the State of Maryland.

The south (Winters Alley) side of the front block has three windows each
at basement, first and second floor levels. At basement level, windows are seg-
mentally arched; all others have stone lintels. All windows have 6/6 sash with
stone sills. The band of stone molding continues from the front facade around
the sides of the central block. The side roofline is finished with a pediment-

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Westminster Armory, completed in 1918, was the design of J. Ben Brown,
a Cambridge, Maryland architect. The Armory was built for Company H, First
Maryland Infantry, composed entirely of Carroll County men. The unit, organized
in 1899 as the Carroll County Military Company, received recoghition as part of
the Maryland National Guard in 1901, The unit served a ten day camp during the
Baltimore fire of 1904, and saw action at the Mexican border in 1916. In 1918
the Company went to France as the 112th Machine Gun Battalion of the 29th Division.
As part of the 29th, the Company shares in the military honors awarded that group
at the close of World War II, most notably the distinguished unit citation and
_ the French Croix de Guerre with Palm,

The Westminster Armory was the scene of gala victory festivities for soldiers
returning from World War I, sponsored by the Carroll County Chapter of the Red
Cross in July, 1919.

Various community events have taken place at the Armory over the years,
including the annual Kiwanis Club antiques show, performances of the Municipal
Band and annual community Christmas celebrations.

The new Armory at 300 Hahn Road, Westminster, is nearing completion, and
the Maryland National Guard unit plans to vacate the Longwell Street site late
in 1980. The future of the old Armory is in doubt. The Young Men's Christian
Association which currently uses the gymnasium on a daily basis has expressed
an interest in leasing the building, but no firm commitments have yvet been made.

RECOMMENDATIONS: Re-use of the Armory building for community meeting
space or recreational purposes.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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shaped parapet with stone trim.

The rear one-story over basement drill hall has a tiled, shallow barrel
vault roof. The hall is six bays long, separated by buttresses with stone-
trimmed setbacks corresponding to the water table and two points centered
on the drill hall windows, and capped with stone directly under the roofline.
Fach bay contains two sets of windows at first and basement levels, all 6/6
sash with stone sills. The north and south sides of the building are identical
except for the addition of a basement level entry in the first bay of the
north side of the drill hall.

The rear facade contains a two-story tall storage building with garage
doors at street level, four windows on the first floor level, and two windows
on the second floor level, all 6/6 sash with stone sills and lintels. A
fenced motor compound and another one-story garage addition occupy the
remainder of the rear lot.
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Item 10: Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning for the outlines to include the same at a stone heretofore
planted at the intersection of the north-east margin of Winter's Alley with
the south-east margin of Longwell Street, it being a stone heretofore
planted at the end of the third line of Lot Mo. 84 of Longwell's Addition to
Westminster...and running thence with and bounding on the south-east margin
of said Longwell Street on the fourth line of said Lot No. 84 as now surveyed
to include the second line of a lot described in a deed from Marshall E.
Campbell and wife to John D. Whitmore, dated June 15th, 1914, alsc to include
the fourth line in a deed from said Marshall E. Campbell and wife to Paul
Q. Whitmore dated May 16th, 1914, and also to include the fourth line in
a deed from the said Marshall E. Campbell to Frank B. Dillard, dated May
16th, 1914, hereby reducing the said three parcels of land to one survey,
formerly laid out for Lots No. 6, 7, and 8, with variation allowed, North
fifty-nine and one-quarter degrees, East, one hundred and fifty-five and
five-sixth feet; thence running with and bounding on the first line of said
Dillard Deed, variation allowed, South, twenty-six and three-quarter degrees
east, one hundred and eighty-seven feet to the beginning of the second line
of said deed; thence running with and bounding on said second line to include
the same, together with the second and forth lines of the said Paul Q.
Whitmore and John D. Whitmore deeds, respectively, with veriation allowed,
south, fifty-six and one-quarter degrees west, one hundred and thirty-six
feet to intersect the eastern edge or margin of Winter's Alley; thence
running with and bounding on the eastern edge or margin of Winter's Alley
and on the first line in the aforesaid John D. Vhitmore deed, variation
allowed, north, thirty-three degrees west, one hundred and ninety-two and
one-half feet to the beginning, containing twenty-seven thousand five hundred
and eighty-seven square feet of land, more or less...
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CHAIN OF TITLE

Westminster Armory
Carroll County
CARR-570

130/404

Deed

3/6/1917 From Frank B. Dillard and John D. Whitmore, both unmarried,
and Paul Q. Whitmore and Leah Norah Whitmore, his wife, all
of Westminster, Carroll County, to the State of Maryland.

Consideration: $2,000.
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Westminster Armory (Longwell Municipal Center)
11 Longwell Avenue, Westminster

Jennifer K. Cosham, 12 April 2006
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