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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Bentz/Rabenstine house is of uncoursed rubble construction, 2 1/2 stories
high over an excavated basement, three bays wide by two bays deep, and faces
west. The principal (west) facade has the entrance in the right (southermmost)
bay, widely separated fram the two remaining bays which hold 1/1 sash windows.
Three such windows occur on the second story, aligned directly above the first-
floor openings. The second-story window openings have been obviocusly modified
to reduce their size: a vertical row of header bricks has been installed in
each side to narrow each opening and to support a large lintel which reduces its
height. The window openings (two on each story) on the north facade have been
treated similarly: brick jack arches appear above all thenorth windows, indicating
their original height. The west second-story windows also presumably have jack
arches which are obscured by the present board frieze. The doorway is also jack-
arched. A one-story, shed-roofed porch spans the facade, supported on a high
stone foundation; a basement entrance appears in the south end of the porch
foundation. Four stone piers connected by a modern iron balustrade support squat
battered pillars. The south facade exhibits two 1/1 sash windows on each story,
with a 4-pane casement centered in the peak of the gable. Disturbances in the
masonry seem to indicate that a single central window was previously located on
each story.

The rear (east) facade has a one-story frame shed addition of recent construction.
The second story has two 1/1 sash windows in reduced openings like those found
on the west and north facades.

The masonry reflects a high standard of craftsmanship; especially noteworthy
features include the large, roughly-dressed quoins at the building's corners
and the praminent blocks which appear at plate level. The gable roof appears
to be covered with wood shingles; a brick interior chimney rises fram the ridge
on the north end, and a patch in the roof indicates the removal of a similar
stack on the south.

A large bank barn of frame construction on a stone foundation, is located to the
southeast of the house; it features decorative louvered ventilators, and bears
the legend "Ray E. Warner 1907" on its north gable. A small 1 1/2 story out-
building with board-and-batten siding, a broad overhanging wood shingle roof,
and an exposed brick fireplace back stands to the southwest of the house.

This site appears as the residence of Jno. Bentz on Martenet's 1862 atlas, and
of E. Rabenstine on Lake, Griffing, ard Stevenson's 1877 map.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The alterations to this house reflect changes in fashion which have occurred

during its existence, yet the building retains much of its original character.
The outbuildings are in outstanding unaltered condition.
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