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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 
BentzjRabenstine House 
AND/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 
water Tank Road 

CITY. TOWN 
Manchester 
STATE 

Macy land 

D CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 

-t.:ISTRICT _PUBLIC 

_BUILDING!SI ~PRIVATE 
_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

~VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

{_OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

.Y'No 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STREET & NUMBER 

CiTV T0VvN 

_ VICINITY OF 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COGRT40USE 
REGISTRY OF '.lt:t:<JS,ETC 

STREET & 'JUMBE.P 

c:r-r TOV'.''I 

l!REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 
carroll Comrty 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL .iPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMEN"f _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTAT!ON 

_MILITARY __ OTHER 

Telephone ". 

STATE , z l p code 

Liber #: 
Folio ¥: 

STA.TE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FO~ 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~OOD 
_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-~NALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bentz/R:ilienstine house is of unooursed rubble construction, 2 1/2 stories 
high over an excavaterl basanent, three bays wide by two bays deep, and faces 
west. The principal (west) facade has the entrance in the right (southerrnost) 
bay, widely separaterl fran the two ranaining bays which hold 1/1 sash windows. 
Three such windows occur on the second story, aligned directly above the first
floor openings. The second-story window openings have been obviously roodified 
to reduce their size: a vertical r:uw of header bricks has been installed in 
each side to nannv each opening and to support a large lintel which reduces its 
height. The wi.JXb.I openings (two on each story) on the north facade have been 
treaterl similarly: brick jack arches appear above all the north windows, indicating 
their original height. The west second-story windows also presunably have jack 
arches which are obscured by the present board frieze. ~ doorway is also jack.
arched. A one-story, shed-roofed porch spans the facade, supported on a high 
stone foundation; a basanent entrance appears in the south end of the porch 
foundation. Four stone piers oonnected by a roodern iron balustrade support squat 
battered pillars. The south facade exhibits two 1/1 sash windCMs on each story, 
with a 4-pane case:telt centered in the peak of the gable. Disturbances in the 
masonry seem to indicate that a single central wirrlow was previously located on 
each story. 

The rear (east) facade has a one-story frame shed addition of recent oonstructiou. 
The second story has two 1/1 sash windows in reduced openings like tlx>se found 
on the west and north facades. 

The masonry reflects a high starrlard of craftsmanship; especially notew::>rthy 
features include the large, roughly-dressed quoins at the building's corners 
and the praninent blocks which appear at plate level. The gable roof appears 
to be covered with wood shingles; a brick interior chimney rises fran the ridge 
on the north end, and a patch in the roof indicates the raroval of a similar 
stack on the south. 

A large bank barn of fraroo construction on a stone foundation, is locaterl to the 
southeast of the house; it features decorative louvered ventilators, and bears 
the legerrl "Ray E. Warner 1907" on its north gable. A sna.11 1 1/2 story out
building with board-and-batten siding, a broad overhanging~ shingle roof, 
and an exposed brick fireplace back stands to the southwest of the house. 

This site appears as the residence of Jno. Bentz on Martenet's 1862 atlas, and 
of E. Rabenstine on lake, Griffing, and Stevenson's 1877 rrap. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Iii SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

!!/1 800-1899 

_1900-

-ARCHEOLUuY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-:-j~GRICULTURE 

J(ARCHITECTURE 

_ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_EXP LORA Tl 0 N!SETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITI CS/GOVERNMENT 

BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTAT;ON 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

The alterations to this house reflect changes in fashion which have occurred 
during its existence, yet the building retains nn.lch of its original character. 
The outbuildings are in outstarxling unaltered condition. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

UiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME, \,TLE 

Peter E. Kurtze, MHl'/SHA Historic Sites SUrveyor 
ORGA"ilZA TIQ!\j DA.TE 

Maryland Historical Trust March 1980 
ST"'t:ET & N'JMBEF> TE:...t:?HOt\E 

21 State Circle - Shaw House 269=2438 
CITY OR TOWN STAH 

Annapolis Maryl.and 21401 

~he ~arylan~ :[istoric Sites Inventory was officia1lv created 
t>/ ari Act of 1:!1e Mar~{lctnd ~egisla.t~11re, tc· be f:::.inl'~- in -t.J.1e 
:"~11r1.)ta.ted (__2c·:5e of ~1ar2rl2~- .. -:-~, rlrtic~.E 41, Sect;_cr1 1.8' _:;:_;\: 
1974 Supple:nen:::. 

The Survey and Inventory 3re beino prepared for information 
and record purposes only a~d do n~t.co;stit~~e any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1101 
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