Addendum to
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Survey Inventory Form
CARR 633

Name - Historic Name - Robert Towson/G. Hoffacker Farm
Common Name - 7 Springs - The Plempels

Location - 3640 Miller's Station Road
Manchester , MD 21102
Carroll County
6th Congressional District

Classification

Category - buildings

Ownership - private

Public Acquisition - not applicable

Status - occupied

Accessible - interior photographs limited by owner

Owner of Property

Alfred C. Plempel

3640 Miller's Station Road

Manchester , Md 21102

Location of Legal Description

Carroll County Tax Assessor

Winchester Exchange Bldg. - Main Street
Westminster , Maryland

Block 7 / Lot 745

Representation in Existing Historical Surveys

Unchanged
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7. Description

Condition - Good

Altered

Original Site

Present Use - private residence

Summary paragraph:

The house is comprised of two sections: a two-and-a-half story log main block on the
west end and a two-and-a-half story clapboard four-over-four on the east. Both
sections are covered in aluminum siding. The complex also includes a large bain, log
house and two frame outbuildings.

Description

House (1790-1800/1810-1830)

The main block is a 2-1/2 story log structure, two bays by two bays. When built it was
1-1/2 stories until the upper level was added circa 1800 to enlarge the existing
structure. A large brick fireplace with nineteenth century wood mantel and doors is
located in the east section of the basement. A central chimney and original interior
side staircase have been removed. The clapboard addition is a 2-1/2 story, two bay by
two bay structure with original pine flooring and an interior brick chimney on the east
gable end. The entire structure is sheathed in aluminum siding and an open porch with
wood posts and railing traverses the principal [south] facade. The asphalt shingle
gable roof is parallel to the road. A shed addition supported by piers, has been added
to the south facade of the eastern addition. Both sections rest on a fieldstone
foundation with 6/6 windows on the south and north elevations. One-over-one windows
appear on the first and second stories, all elevations.

Barn (1830-1860)

The large 2-1/2 story barn is approximately 40' x 80, five bays by three bays and has a
metal gable roof perpendicular to the road. Arched, wood ventilators are located on the
first story on all elevations, those on the east elevation differ in that wood shutters have
been affixed to the lower sections of the ventilator windows. Portions of the original log
barn exist within the current structure. According to the owner, the barn is identical to a
barn at the “CG Center” in Westminster, Maryland. A corn crib has been built in the
south section and the forebay is oriented towards the east.
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Outbuildings (1790-1800/1810-1840)

To the southwest of the barn along the fieldstone foldyard wall are two frame sheds that
are currently used for storage. A two story frame over log structure is located to the
southeast of the barn. A survey of the interior reveals a log with chink and mortar, one-
over-one structure two bays by one bay.

Contributing Resources - 5

8. Significance

Summary paragraph:

Seven Springs Farm is representative of a late eighteenth century farmstead which was
enlarged in the nineteenth century with a Classical “I” House plan addition. The addition
is rural Federal style with intact interior fabric reflecting the Federal embellishments.
Within many rural communities, styles such as Georgian, Federal and Greek Revival were
commingled with a rural vernacular style to create a subtle or simpler version of the “high”
style of architecture. Plans and designs were found in various publications such as the
1821 Domestic Encyclopedia and as residents prospered economically or saw their
families increase, they not only enlarged their existing structures but also updated them
periodically in the current styles obtained from the plan books.

History:

Located north of Miller's Station Road, east of Maryland Route 30 and Manchester,
Seven Springs farm is one of the few extant late eighteenth century farm complexes
with intact outbuildings. Possibly part of the eighteenth century “New Germany” patent,
the farmstead was once part of the Boring family holdings. It is probably the property
of Robert Towson shown on the 1862 Martenet Atlas and that of G. Hoffacker on the
1877 Lake, Griffing and Stevenson Atlas.

Evaluation:

Constructed circa 1790-1800 with an addition circa 1810-1830, the Seven Springs Farm
is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. The property is not =ligible
under Criterion A; no significant events historically or agriculturally have been determined
to be associated with the property. The property is not eligible under Criterion B; no
persons significant in local, state or national history have been determined to be
associated with the property. The property is not eligible under Criterion C; though there
is some intact original fabric as well as architectural details and extant outbuildings, the
modern alterations have obliterated the original form of both sections. While the log
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structures are probably part of an original patent there are more intact and significant
examples within the project area.

9. Major Bibliographical References -
Dornbusch Charles H. And J.K. Heyl.

1965 Pennsylvania German Barns, Vol. 31 Pennsylvania Folklore Society.
Allentown, Pa.
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County. The County Commissioners of Carroll County and the Historical
Society of County Co.,Westminster, MD

Glassie, Henry.

1968 Patterns in the Material Folk Culture of the Eastern United States.

Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.

Lake , Griffing and Stevenson
1877 An lllustrated Atlas of Carroll County, Maryland. Lake, Griffing and
Stevenson, Philadelphia.

Lee,Carol.

1982 Legacy of the Land. 250 Years of Agriculture in Carroll County Maryland.
The Carroll County Commissioners. Westminster, Maryland.

Lord, Arthur.

1975 Pre-Revolutionary Agriculture of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Journal

of the Lancaster County Historical Society Vol. 79, No. 1.

Martenet, Simon J.

1861 Martenet’'s Map of Carroll County, Maryland Simon J. Martenet, Baltimore
Noble, Allen G.
1984 Wood, Brick and Stone: The North American Settlement Landscapes -

Volumes One and Two. Amherst, MA: University of Massachusetts Press.

Pillsbury, Richard.
1977 Patterns in the Folk and Vernacular House Forms of the Pennsylvania
Cultural Region. Pioneer America, Vol. 9.
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Tracey, Dr. Arthur G.
1937 Land Grants of Carroll County -- Some Things We Learn from Them.
The Times, May 28th.

Willich, ——-
1821 1821 Domestic Encyclopedia, Bitting Collection. Philadelphia

10. Geographical Data -
Acreage - 10.82

Quadrangle name - Manchester
Quadrangle scale - 1 to 24,000
Verbal Boundary Description:

The boundary of the property is coterminous with Carroll County Tax Map Block 7 / Lot
745, which encompasses 10.82 acres historically associated with the property.

11. Form Prepared By:

E. Madeleine Scheerer/Assistant Architectural Historian
Greiner, Inc.

561 Cedar Lane

Florence, New Jersey 08518

609-499-3447
June, 1996
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
Eligibility Recommended Eligibility Not Recommended __
Comments:
AR ‘ ‘ Lo

Reviewer, OPS: \ \ 7, - Date: b
Reviewer, NR Program: PI/) (. Date: "

-
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CARR-633 Maryland Historic Preservatinn Plan

Maryland Historic Preservation Plan Historic Contexts:

Geographic Organization: Piedmont

Chronological/Development Periods: Rural-Agrarian Intensification -AD 1650-1815
Agricultural-Industrial Transition- AD 1815-1870

Historic Period Themes: Architecture

Resource Types: Farm, Farmstead
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The Piempel home apnears unified
outwardly, yet in truth is h21f log
and half wood frame. The wood franme
hal* was built later in the nineteenth
century then was the log section, and
incorporates modest Victorizn slements
into the sclectic scheme. Huge beams

are exposed in the basement of the loz
ne.lf, and unfortunately covered with
recent material in the top stories of
this sanme half., The house in general

o

is vervy Vplca1 of rural arguitecturs
in Z=rroll

areas of t

existing s T

thern =z3dditions and ren atlons.
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CARR - 633
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

TINAME

HISTORIC
Robert Towson/G. Hoffacker Farm

AND/OR COMMON

7 Springs - The Plempels

[PALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

North side of Miller's Station Road

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
X_ vienivor Manchester
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Carroll Coanty
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC 220CCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
WBUILDING(S) w#PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
—~STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL _FRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—0BJECT —INPROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED ##9ES  UNRESTRICTED _.INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATIGN
- —NO __MILITARY __OTHER
NAME
Telephone #:
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN sTatE, 2Z1p code
___ VICINITY OF
—
B LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber &:

COURTHOUSE Fcolio #:

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC '

STREET & NUMBER

CITY TOWN STATE

‘ n REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

DATE

__FEDERAL

—STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




DESCRIPTION KLEF=1 54

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED sAmeAL SITE
GOOD —RUINS Y ALTERED __MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Towson/Hoffacker Farm is located on the north side of Miller's Station Road,
east of Manchester. It contains a house, outbuildings, and bank barn.

The house is built into the side of a bank which slopes downward to the east, and
faces south. It is 2 1/2 stories high on a partial basement,four bays wide by two
deep,and is gable roofed, with ameast interior end chimney.

The principal (south) facade contains four windows across its second story. On the
first floor there is a partially enclosed one-story shed roof porchy the enclosed east’
end contains two sets of paired windows. The open portion of the porch shelters

two windows and two doorways: the two windows are spaced under the western second
story windows, and the doorways are in the center section of the facade.

The west gable end has one window in the southern bay of each of its stories, with two
small attic windows. The ‘exterior has been modernized, with new siding and shutters.

To the west of the house are small outbuildings and a bank barn. The barn is built
into a bank which slopes downward to the east, and has an overhang on its eastern
side. It is patnted red, and has white louvred ventilators; its south gable end
attic window opening is set in an arched ornamental frame.

This is probably the property of Robert Towson shown on the 1862 Martenet atlas of Ca~-oll

County and that of G. Hoffacker on the 1877 Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson atlas of
the County.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



E) SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD
PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC
—1400-1499 __ARCHEQLOGY-HISTORIC
—1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE
—1600-1699 ‘!ARCH!TECTURE
—1700-1799 _ART
1800-1899 __COMMERCE
—1900- __COMMUNICATIONS

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—COMMUNITY PLANNING —_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—CONSERVATION —LAW

__ECONOMICS __LITERATURE
-.EDUCATION —MILITARY
__ENGINEERING —MusIC
_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY
—INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
——INVENTION

CRRR-€53

__RELIGION

—SCIENCE

__SCULPTURE
—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
__OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house is significant as an example of a characteristic Carroll County vernacular

house form, which is still visible despite some modernization,

Its four bay facade,

long and narrow proportions, and bank building are similar to the Riley/Folke

house (Carr-632) just to the west.

The barn is a very good and intact example of

Carroll County barns, with its bank building, louvred ventilators, and ornamented

gable end attic window.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES ANDG COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

F81FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Pegay Bruns Weissman, MHT/SHA Historic Sites Surveyor

NIZATIO DATE
Mar(ﬁhnd H1stor1ca1 Trust March 1980
STREET & NUMBE - TELEPHONE
21 State C1rc]e - Shaw House 269-2438

CiTY CR TQWN
Annapolis

STAYE
Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officlaliy created
by an Act 0of the Maryland Legislature, tc be fcund in the
Annotated Cede of Maryland, Articlie 41, Section 131 KA,

1874 Supplement.

The Survey a

and record vurposes only and do not constitute any
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust

The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

nd Inventorv are being prepared for information

infringe-

PS- 1108
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CARR-633

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

TINAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON
Seven Springs

BEALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER 3640 Miller's Station Road

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Manchester — VICINITY OF 5
STATE R COUNTY
Maryland Carroll
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC Moccupien __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
XBUILDlNG(S‘ PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE _BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL Xpmvme RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS AYES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY _OTHER.
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME .
Mr & Mrs Alfred Plempel Telephone #: 239-3538
STREET & NUMBER
3640 Miller's Station Road
CITY. TOWN STATE, Z1p code
fanchester ____ VICINITY OF Maryland 21102

[BlLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

courtHouse, Carroll County Office Building
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC.

Liber #: 4,
Folio #: gou

STREET & NUMBER
225 North Center Street

CITY. TOWN STATE
Westminster Maryland
A REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
DATE
—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE




CARR-( 53

DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE B .
00D __RUINS XALTERED __MOVED paTe__ ! ¥0 C -
AIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Seven Springs sits in a valley 50/60 yards off of Miller's Station
Road, one/halp mile northeast of Manchester. It sits among pastureland and its
own outbuildings, facing north.

The house was built originally as a log structure. It has since been
added to and renovated. It appears today as a unlfled structure. Uncer the
aluminum siding and blind shutters, which create this unified appearance, the
house is basically in two parts; the log section and the addition, which is a
wood structure. This was originally covered with clapboard, more recently with
the aluminum siding. The westemhalf is log, the eastern half is the most recent.

The four-bay fz.nt and two/three-bay side rectangular home is two
stories, with a basement and attic. The foundation is of uncoursed stone with
a peeling face of gravelled mortar.

The structure is capped with a gable roof, covered with asphalt
shingle. The east and west ends of the building are two-bays, on both stories
and on the attic level. The attic windows are a smaller 1/pane and plainly
trimmed. The east side has, besides the above, one window in the basement level,
It is 6/6. There is also a diamond-shaped 1/pane window on the first floor,
as a third bay.

The back (northern) wall is three-bays on all levels, excluding the
attic. Basement windows around the house are 6/6, with plain trimmed frames.
The first and second floor windows are 1/1 and plainly trimmed.

The front facade, which faceés south, is four~bays wide, Across the
front, on the first floor, runs a porch, three-fourths of which is open and one-
fourth is enclosed. The entire structure is topped with a shed roc’, covered with
asphalt shingle and supported by four, plain, wood columns,

The open porch, has along the front, a plain railing, with decorative planx "ba-
lusters". The enclosed structure, made of wood and also covered with aluminum
siding, has two front bays, each of a double window.

An east end interior, single brick chimney still stands and accomo=~
dates an interior wood stove. There was once a central, interior, single chim-
ney, which was built for the log structure. At that time it was on the east end
of the log bullding.

INTERIOR- The house will be dealt with in two parts - the log and the
addition, and also by floors.
Bagement: In the log section of the basement, the foundation is exposed through
peeling hair plaster. The support beams for the first floor are exposed as are
the random width, first story floor boards. There are no windows in this sec-
tion. The basement flocr is gravelled cement.

The addition's basement, has a cement floor and plaster walls with
thinly panelled wainscot. The windows are built into the foundation here, as
the foundation is exposed on the outside, due to the incline that the house is
built into. These windows are 6/6 with plain trim and very deep sills. They
are the width of the foundation. A four-panelled door with one large pane,
leads outside and faces south. A large fireplace with a wood,trim mantel and
doors ¢ #sstill exposed, but has been painted over, numerous timez, It is thought
hat this area was once a summer kitchen, for the log structure.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



K} SIGNIFICANCE

CARR-(33

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ _COMMUNITY PLANNING - LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION

—1400-1499 __ARCHECLOGY-HISTOR!IC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE

—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE ——SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 ZMRCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY _-SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1798 _ART —_ENGINEERING —-musIC __THEATER
> 1800-1839 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _ PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
-—1800- —COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES  \ ', 0O —

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

NP

STATEMENT OF SIGN{FICANCE

he Plempel farmhouse is a typilcal example of Zlarroll
County rural farrmhouses which svolved from 3 small log
structure, and ended with an enlarged version because of
one or mors adiitions. In cirea 1600-1820 ths tuwo-story
log house uz 1t econd itwo-
story wood * ad ly, circa
1800 20 ace
inziuding = diznond .

The farm itse znchester,
not two miles away I the
very few arms on X 1 in
tne 2arly nineteent

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE Maryland COUNTY Carroll
STATE COUNTY -
[81FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

Fredi Eckhardt historic site surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE (_ . x B
Carroll County Committee of the Maryland Historical Trust <1F<xy<, . \q [

& ER ON !
STREET& NOMB 210 East Main Street TELEPRORE 8U4B-H404

CITY OR TOWN j . STATE __
Westminster Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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CARR~-633
Seven Springs
Manchester

7 Description continued

The two sections of the first floor are connected by a plainly trimmed archway
and a two-panelled door. A recent, enclosed stairway leads to the second floor.

log- Windows in this section are 1/1 and plainly trimmed. The windows of the
first and second stories are obviously more recent than the entire building.
There are no clues of the previous windows,

The walls in this section were plaster, which covered the logs, but
have recently been panelled. The ceilings are covered with recent material, as
are the floors, which are random width underneath.

addition- There are plaster walls, 1/1 plainly trimmed windows. An 0ld wood
latch door leads to the basement by recent, enclosed stairs. The basement steps
to the first floor and the first to second floor stairs were built outside the
exterior wall of the log section, which was not torn down when the recent sec-
tion was built., The original log wall is concealed under plaster and paint.

The two sections are available to each other through one doorway on this floor,

Interior stairs, with plaster walls and ceiling surrounding it reach to the sec-
ond floor.

log- includes two bedrooms Windows are 1/1, with plain trim and large sills.
The doors on this floor are four-vertical panels. The walls are plaster and
the floors are more recent, thinly panelled.

addition- This has windows of the same form, but without deep sills. This sec-
tion also has recent floors of the same wood.

In general =-all door frames are the same plain trim,
~changes have been made thfoughout new and old section.
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