
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Milestone 31 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number Ridgeville Boulevard.:' 

city, town Mt. Airy 

state Maryl and 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
K_ object 

Ownership 
~public 
__ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
-~not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
__ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
_X_ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Survey No. CARR-662 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Carroll 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ not for publication 

__ museum 
__ park 
__ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
_x_ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Courthouse Annex liber 

street & number 55 North Court Street folio 

city, town Westminster state Maryland 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

.!pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
___!_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated ___!_ unaltered 
_ ruins _ altered 
_unexposed 

Survey No. CARR-662 

Check one 
-voriginal site unknown 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Milestone 31 on Ridgeville Boulevard is located on the north side of the road, 
west of Route 27 (Ridge Road), within the corporate limits of Mt. Airy in southwestern 
Carroll County. It is a roughly finished block of granite 71/2 inches square, with a semi­
circular top, and now sits 39t4 inches above ground. Only the top 33 inches are carved, 
while the bottom of the stone is rough and unfinished. Carved on the south side of the 
stone is "31 M TO B". 

KS/lh:7-29-93:CARR662.des3 



8. Signif:icance Survey No. CARR-662 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 

- 140G-1499 
__ archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 

- 150G-1599 __ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_ 160G-1699 
_ HOG-1799 
_ 180G-1899 
_190G-

__ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
__ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
__ communications _ industry _ politics/government ___x_ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect unknown 

check: Applicable Criteria: )i_A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state 2_local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Geographic Organization: Piedmont 
Chronological/Development Period: Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870 
Historic Period Themes: Transportation 
Resource Types: Turnpike milestone 

Ridgeville Boulevard passes through only a small part of Carroll County, and this 
seems to be the only milestone within the County for this old turnpike, which was 
apparently originally an Indian trail. It may have evolved later into the Annapolis Road, 
which ran from the Monocacy River through the Mt. Airy vicinity to Poplar Springs, in 
the mid-eighteenth century. The milestone apparently comes from the Baltimore and 
Frederick Turnpike, which was chartered in 1805 and ran from Baltimore and Eutaw 
Streets in Baltimore City to Boonsboro in Washington County. The milestones were 
erected as early as 1805, although it apparently took at least several years to reach the 
Mt. Airy area, so this stone probably dates to c. 1810. The turnpike company was 
dissolved in 1911. All of the milestones were placed on the National Register in 1975. 
Milestones were once common on the old turnpike routes, but are now fairly rare. At 
least one survives on the Littlestown turnpike (Route 97), and probably others do along 
Routes 30, 140 and 26, but their existence is not well documented. As a result, 
Milestone 31 is a rare reminder of a period of American history when major roadways 
were a part of private enterprise, rather than public works. 

KS/lh:7-29-93:CARR662.sig 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. CARR-662 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Damascus Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I Bw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ I.__._~~-'--' D LJj I I I I 
E LU ._I .......__. __ _ F LL_j I I 
G Li_J ._I ........_.. __ _ H LL_j 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Kenneth M. Short, Historic Planner 

organization Carroll County Planning Department date July 30, 1993 

street & number 225 North Center Street telephone (410) 857-2145c 

city or town Westminster state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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NA I ON AL PAR K SE R VI CE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries c·omp]elt' arpJicab/t· St'Cfinns) 

ICOM'-''.)N: I 
1 

_____ _Qld_},:.a:t.i-0na-l---P i-k{;--.J•hJ o stones--------\: 
: AN 0 0 R H 15 T 0 RIC: 

I 
I J\ational Road 1'1iJcqones \r ti on;; l 

[2_.~L_O_C_ATION·------------~----
: ST h: EE< .:.. ~,; :-1 1-.J UM 8 ER: 

Trail \Ii 1 est ones 

·------ :'LZ1rvl_illld __ lJA_,. __ lLS_,_~ ~litci:natc_JJ_Jc:; _ Jo __ ;,lar:Y.Lmd l-65,--S.GJ1-i-c-ll-.$. ---4(1,_ 
CITl Ch OWN Cc· ... GRt:_SS ONt.._ ~ ~- ....:oCT 

~e cgnt_inuatiQn_~c_c~ I 

~o=:r- •COUN7Y l ccr ::_ S. TA TE 

\jap· land 
/3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

I (Check One-) 

,~ 

_J Disrri i:1' = Building fu Pub I ;c 

~:J Site 'i Structure c..J Private 

~ Object Both 

jO:-'RE_S~~-T USE fCheck One or ,\fo:-e ns A;ipropriute) 

I 

Agricultural 

___, Ccr:imercial 

EOuc~:i1ional 

I~ Entertai-iment 
I 

k Oil'NER OF PROPERTY 

':J Government 

=:J lr.dustria! 

~ M; litory 

__j_,;jl S0 c cop~ti-GR-~ [---

Gv-'NE RSHIF 

i Fublic Acquisition: 

- In Process 

Bei:-ig Ccnsidered 

PorK 

Prr vcte Res icience 

STA TU~ 
ACCE55!BLE 

TO THE PUBllC ' 
--------·----------· 
Occu~1ed Yes 

!-
Unr~sfricted 

Unocc...,pied I:--
: ·X.-

Fr~ s er vat 1 on workj ~-
1n pro~res~ 1 -~ 

No 
__L _____________ _ 

,~ Trcnspor1otlon C orornents 

x:· O~her (Spt-cif;.-) 

nn3 ~11re_dis_tancc._ --

i 0 "'NE: f;" S '°' AM-E-.----------------------
['::'. 

\J,~i111s~r:1:i..o·, ~ 
l-i ;-b~--1____ .......... 

1 

: State of ~ian~d...._O_q1;irtnif'nt_of Ir.anspor...t2.ti.ou.,-Sr·,~c 
1STREET ANC NUMBER 
: ... 

-~!--~-~~­

[-- -- ---
I "1 Bi' 1 ti~---------------- ____ J_':...:'.:J'lwr~:i.::·~1:...:~~no.c;dL--------~--~-~- -

t5· LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION __________ _ 
------ c_ 

ICO'JFi.OHD\...ISE FiEG!STRY OF 0£EOS ETC: 

1 S7REET ANO NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TO~N- )STATE 

\h 

l6· ~EP~_~E-~~ATIQN IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
·---------- ------~ -------· r: 

:TITLE OF SURVEY: 

!DATE OF SURVEY: F edero l State County Loco' 

OEPOSITOR-Y f'.:"OR SUflVEY RECORDS 

~STREET AND NUMBER: 

I 

r TAT~ ---- -----------·- - -- ~ ~ ~~-t_ -

i i _____ __, 
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~ 
1 
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~· 
( Ch,.cJ.: One) 

L~ o~teriorated =1 Ruins ---- -- 1- ------- ---------(Ch-::~k-One) 

Unaltered _l r~ Moved t:X· 0~191nal S1•e 
- ------- ______ __:_.:_-:____~--- --- -- -

C'ESCR!BE THE ~~ESENT ANO OMtG'.~.JA~- (if J..:-ro"·n) P~-'YSJCAL APPEL.RANCE 

The stones i-·ere JocatcJ beginning at the Baltimore courthouse, sr:iccJ 
one mile apart and placed on the north side of ~laryLmd Route 1-l-l 
primarily, but found also along sectjons of J~oute 40, Alternate r.,H1tc 
40, ;.Jaryland Route JGS, and "Scenic 40'' hest of HCJ.ncock. 

Owned_ by the state of i·iaryland on the edge of the right-of-1·:ay they 
are c~mpletely accessihle to the public. 

Dimensions-of the stones vary from section to section. General]~· 

they are about twelve inches hide, eight inches deep and pro_i ect :1bout 
thirty inches above grade. The distance of the stone's facing tl1c ro2d: 
"38 M to B" (3S miles to Baltimore). The other three faces hear no 
inscription .... The stone r:~aterial also varies. The first thirt:.--nine 
stones are of Beltimore gneiss from the Ellicott City area. From he~t 
Friendship through Frederick to Boonesboro, the material is qu:irt:i. te, 
plentiful along the '.•lonocacy River. From Boonesboro to Funl:sto1 .. 11, a 
very hhite limestone i-.35 used and also a different stone cutter 1·:hosc 
lettering is very distinctive. \\'est of ffagerstmm, thl' stones arl' of 
a grey limestone. Sixty-nine stones remain on the route. 
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SIGNIFIU,NCE .__ ______________ _ --------- ---. 
' -------------- __j 

PER•OC' (Check One or ,.,~·'ten.-. AJ'Pr(lpt1Bte) 

1 , Pre-Columbion; 

~-=i 15th Cen1ury 

CJ 16th Century 

CJ 17th Century 

L 18th Centur) 

r_x l9rh Ceniury 

----------

~F c ! ~~-' C D ~-~~~-~~-[(~-f~;~i~n -;;, ,. ':_~1 d K 110~=) .-~-- l SD.fr - l S 18_ -----·--·- _ --·---- _ 
AREAS o;:- S•G!"..,JIFICANCE (Check 011t.: or !tiorc 11s A[1propri1Jtc) 

~ Prehistoric 

;] Historic 

[J Agriculture 

=.J Architecture 

[_']Ari 

~ (o!T.rr.erce 

[] 
i_J 

0 
r-1 

~ 

'-

Education 

Engineering 

Industry 

\n...,enti on 

Landscape 

Architecture 

Literature 

'._J Pol1hco! 

_J Relig1on Phi. Other (Spt•1;~\·) 

lo>ophy 

iJ Science 

!-l Sculpture 

[' Socio: Human-

tfarran 

T ~1e ot er C crnrn v.-,; cc~: v ns 

l-;c;c . Co""""""" 

s T ~ T E-,,-E·-:_T_O_F_s __ l_G_N_1_F_1_e_A_N_C_E_ 

Mii11CJry 

· ... \: Tro~~::·c,rtot1or. 

I 
T~.ese milestones mark the original route of the old \2tion:ll Pike fror:; 
Be. 1 t imore .to Cumber Lrnd, \la ry 1 and. 

The Ba 1 timore-Fred-ericktoh·n Turnpike Co:;1pany \\·as frJ.nchiscJ by the sL::: ~' 
in 1805 to construct, maintain and collect tolls on sixty-tho ::.ilcs l,: 
toll road from Baltimore to Booncsboro, ~1arylJ.nd. Tl~e first tol l_c:~;tc 
was· opened April, 1807. 

Jonathan Ellicott, President of this company, was instrumental in 
ha\·ing three other turnpikes formed h'hich extended the roJ.d over the 
mountains to Cumberland 1d1cre it net tLe fcJ<c'rcil l_:.- funJcd \:1t ion:ll 1:,1 iJ. 
opened in lSlS. A group of banhs, i1:ostly from Baltii;1 .. 1rc, pr•:J\·id·.·J tk 
capital for the construction. This ri;-iciC' possible o<:crlJ.11cl tra;1": 1 n'"-::--:·. ~ .. 
all the ha_:.- from BJ.ltimore to St. LoL;is ;-.ith the result ti~a:- t:.r:~:1.c;i1 i.; 

Cu;;1b2rland \arroh's p3ssed over J13lf of the cmi grants zrnd frc.·i ght of oc:•· 
h'CSth'ard migration in its early days. 

l! is significant that ~LtrylanJ \\'as the first of the mid-J\tLrntic st:1rc· 
to firiance and maintain its roaJs · ... i l:h t:he turnpil-;e sys tee: :rnci the 
method quickly spread throughout the eastern scahoarJ. 

I 
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see continuation sheet 
10. GECGRAPHlCALDATA 

LATITUDE. AND L 0NG1-~S-~00R;~:.i~TE_s ___ i I L.C...TITUDE A.N_C' Lc:_~G1_-r·JoE coo_i=<D1NAT_t;$ 

l DEFINING A RECTANGL~ LOLA:ING THC: ;:-;;o ....... _tHT'( \0 DEFINING ThL:. Ltl".T...:.R POINl OF A ?r<OPERTY 

__J L OF LESS TH AN TEN AC RES 

1-;;-~r LATITUD-E _ L;NG-,-T . .JCE-- R ---- LAT!T-::i~~---"~I--, ==:~-:~,-T-~D;--- ---

r-~ loe.3ree~~~:ies Seccnds 1-~-egr:-e-~~inu1~-:-S~ Cegrees Minutes Seconds Des;;rees M1nu1es Seconds I NW ~:> • • 0 • .. 0 • • 0 • 

i NE 
l SE •.• 

I ~w o I 
,,..=>~f;QXIMATE ACREAGE OF N0Ml'"'..IATE£? PROi=-ER•TY: 

~1ST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPEF'TIE..S OVERLAPPING STA.TE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIE5 

• S 7" ATE: 

I '-~aryl anrl J_::J ::UlN~T;Yc•nrc CODE 

-----,- CODE 
1 

COUNTY: 

(\" :­

CO DE i S "7"" ATE: 

[__~'~'~~~r:..->-)-"'-=:;:;~n.u.d<-------------------l-''-"'.1~--+--'-l~~~,~·~r~·n_,_.l_l~---------------------+-~n~-r-.1-~__, 
)S"'.""ATE: CODE COUNTY· CODE 
I 
l~--·~·~0H=-~'~·-lh~~·+--'~~d-------------------+-24----f-,_fruc··~~.u::.0_,__r·1L·~~..n..l·.------------------+-"-'-n_1~1'--i 

I 
s "'." .. T -E~ . ~ . • . II : ~ C) E J' c 0 CJ N T y ' CODE 

r----· ~~;:;ryl and ------------------~--~''"'--- _Hnv;:;rrl 
j 11. F Cr:!.'. PRE P_A_F._._ E_D_B_Y ________________________________ --------------! 

l
t-.AME A'NO TITLE: 

~~h~:L·_\L";L•Lp ____ ----------
: c >=\.GAN 1 ZA Tl QN 

i 
I 

3112 Dcwrnod Street, '\ \\" 

i c I T '\\::::: :: t 0 4-- - - -- ______ l--;,~S-T_" __ TE--"-n'--"-------'7-J..J_._n~_c;c.... _________ C_O.._.D_E---j 

\J2. STATE :..tA!50t• OFFICER CERTIFICA.l ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the des if".nated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

t1c!1al Hist-~ric Preservation Act of 19f16 (Public Law 

39-665) I h.:reb,- nominate this propen,v for inclusion 

in the !\2t.ional Register and certify that it has bet:n 

PYaluated accordiru; t<J>,the c-itt~ria and procedures 5et 

fc!th by the !'ational Park Service. The recom;-;,ended 

level of si.;nif1cance of this no:nif1.Jtion is: 

;.;at1oaal C Stale Local 

:-;a me 

Title 

~----------

l hereby certify that this property is includ.-d in the 

.\2tional Register 

DHecror, Of/ice of Archeolo~y and His tone Pre&enration 

f_,,·.:tte 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of Th<> National Register 
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\u:;,beT 9. 01ajor- Bibliographic.:il Refcre11ces Continued. 

Sci1einc, John T;10rnas. Chronicles of Baltimore. Baltimore: TuY-nhull, 
E~-o:.hcr~, 187--t. 
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,u~ber 10. Geographical na:c. 
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~=;~~~~:;~:E_:~<~Y c ~'-~ ~ 
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(,,'u:r:ber Bll entries) 

Old ~ational Pike Milestone 

\J;;iber 10. Ceogr::iphical Ll~itJ. continued. 
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Lat. 
Long. 

Lat. 
Lon~,. 

--o 

:::s' 
::?9 I 

-, - ' _:;, 

'.li l es tone 44 

Lit. .:=;90 .::'4 ' 
Long. --; --". -, - ' - .) 

'-:ilestone 58 

04" 
09" 

:: .:; " 
s 9" 

50" 
40" 

- 111 
.)-

- 111 
..)_ 

L2t. 

Lon.~. 

39° ' 0 ' 0.::''' 
36 I :>S'' 

Milestone 5 6,, 

Lat. 39° :}_/ 

Lon;. --o ..);) 
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