
CARR - 682 

MARGARET'S SERVICE STATION 

1542 Old New Windsor Pike 
Westminster vicinity 

early 20th century 

private 

In the field of commercial archeology (the study of architec-

ture and other elements of commercial development, particularly 

during the early-to-mid twentieth century), Margaret's 

Service Station offers an excellent example of a rural gas 

station type. It is a design that borrows more characteris-

tics from the domestic architecture of the rural countryside 

instead of its urban counterparts. The building is visually 

divisible into two sections: (1) the northernmost which 

contains the two automobile repair bays; and (2) the southern-

most which has a four bay main facade used as a store and 

residence. The two-story height with a gable roof, symmetrical 

facade, and double entrance are all features found in domestic 

architecture of this region. Further, the continuity of the 

structure is enhanced by continuing the two-story height in 

the northernmost section where one-story automobile repair 

bays would suffice. The rusticated concrete block and plate 

glass windows are evidence of early twentieth century 

technology being incorporated into the building. 
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